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Tint House liavifi^ r*. sol wtl itself into a (iomniittci* on 
the Act of f'3 (icurge IV. c. CO. 

Mr. SixuETAitY CAXNiNti Tosc aiid said — Al- 
though, Sir, it would .have been very unusual to 
otter any opposition to your taking the chair for the 
purpose of resuming ^tjic (jj»nsi(lcrciliou of a “.object 
in coij>inittec, in t?tc i^amc form to whirl; the. House 
had already cQnsVntcd, yet I feel h.mnd to ofliLr my 
thanks^.for Um courtes^v of the iionourable baropet 
fSir I'j. Kna^hbu}!) tyTd Jiiosc*\vho aH whh ’inn, 
i^;i)lowing u:\ator.cctQ enter intb an exaiiiluntion 
of the question, in'a manner moi'e convenient ahd 
satisfactory than we otheTwi.se could .nave doncj, 
had they persisted j/ti the gppositifin which ' they 
thi^tencd. Uefori, 'fowever, I proceed an 

vpL. VI. n 
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explanatioi| of that rcsulutioui which I am aJ^out 
to propose,* I will take l<»«>vc ..w'itb the permission 
of the House, tc clc- .r away s-* lie general obj'ee- 
tions to which t ie wl^le of the measur/?;; have 
been subjected, objections which, although they 
might not, if left unanswered, prejudice the prin- 
ciple of- these incasiives, yet niight, neverth'eless, 
excite some prejudice against them, by throwing 
blame on those whose duty it was to propose 
1 am farther anxious to say a few 
on that subject, because it is my earnest dcsir? to 
free iiiy right honourable colleagues and mysejf- 
from any thing like a breach of faith, such as hi^s 
been more than once attempted' to be cast upon 
us, in the course of these jiroccedings. Most 
undoubtedly, 1 did, on the first day of the present 
session, make a declaration, which 1 am equally 
ready to admit 1 have renewed since, that f was 
of opinion the present \^is not a convenient season 
to enter into, a c'ousideratioi^ of the corn-trade, 
with a »i 7 .w of making uiy^hifteration in the laws 
which affected it. That opinion { have jiroclaimed 
more than on^.'. Upon that opinion I have, 
throughout' the whole cyivisc of this .session, 
aetet! ; «an^ 1 uow*clcclaje, ^'’thout hesitation, tha*- 
it still remain.s unchanged', nd ‘ till inorey»4liat 
if any one will considci these resolutions with a 
iair and unprejudiced judgment^ they will find 
..that they are characterised Lv a ktric'' '•''uformity 
wif)r ; uch an opinion, and- aru solely intended to 
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eiialslc Ills Majesty's Mi^nistcrs and 4>is House, 
without iucqn\'cuiuncc, to postpone auy considcra^ 
tioli of those law s, until another session. I am 
quite ready to admit, that^ if ar.y thing had been 
'jIoiic by us to prejudice the question of those 
laws, after the declarations we have made to the 
House, it would bo, and desc^'ves to bo, considered 
a breach of faith upon our part. £ confess, after 
the professions and opinions lo which wc have 
given utterance, that it is pur duty to reniovft<i«y 
iinprcssunis which have arisen from such an acci- 
• dent, and to conciliate, to tl/e utmost of our power, 
the prejudices which may have been excited by 
it ; but [ not duly 'believe nu»st sincerely that 
this measure is calculated to do away Avitli any 
inconveniences which might attend at this 
season a general di.scussion u]iun the subject of 
the corn trade, but I am also of o])inion, that 
so far from its being a brt'acli of faith, it is a 
jirescnation of that faith ; anil, while it is ca]- 
culated for the bene’il'*' oP all classes, ,'.iiat* it is, 
above all others.' adn])ted to the preservation 
of the interc^sts of *ihat class \vhosc rights are 
said tv be . move pe/uliarly affected. If, on 
"*ilie one hani, I am ’'/cad v to ackno\.'lcdgc that 
any attempt ujton jiur jSart to prejiu'ice the general 
question, would be unfair,. as regards the agri- 
culturists, aiid unwise and improper a.s a measure 
oP policy, f hopC' l/iclp not ask too much, if I 
with to ask credit to Ilis Majesty’s Government 
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for a consciputious desire to oo tlieir duty to all 
clussjs, and to guide their councils so a.s to 
preserve the interests of every ]iortiun of itio 
coinnninity, vrlicther coniincrciul, inanufaetnring, 
or agricultural. 

In iuldition to the imputation of a breach of 
faith, there has been another charge brought 
against us, Icsfi serious I confess, but which 1 am 
still very anxious fo refute — I mean a somctlHiig 
has been presuincd pretty generally, of ^)Tnc 
sudden change ir> tiic councils of His Majesty’s 
Ministers with respect' to the C.'orn Laws, since 
that question was brought under the consideration 
of this lIous(.^ by the honourabh? member for Bridge- 
north (Mr. W. M''hitniorc). There is, however, 
still a third charge, in addition to this inconsis- 
tency, which has been arrayed in argument against 
us since the commencement of this discussion. 
It is stated that my right honourable friend, the 

f • 

I^residcnt of the Board of Trade, (Mr. Hus- 
kissoii) ^yc, in his place \li/ this House, .such 
an answer, in leply to a question from the 
honourable ^mcniV^r for Shaftesbury (Mr. li. D. 
Davenport), as led to the l^elicf that the l^onded 
com w;e»ld^not be mcddj[cd*svith thi^year. ' 1 da 
not presume 'to , .say tliat^'thia acetiuut of -that 
answer may not be perfectly correct, although I 
eannQt speak (rom my own knowledge, not having^ 
•been in my place at'Bie tiqidvwhen it was given ; 
butTl say broadly, that if tMat answer was sudt as 
left the matter in doubti~if it was worded in general 



COaN LAWS — BONDED CORN. 


itcr^s, and so aiS- to tavoid the possibility of being 
committed to , any s|)ccific and decided course — 
then it was unfair to draw from that answer any 
such iiifereifce as I liavc heard used in argument 
against us uu the present occasion. I would con- 
tend even, that my right honourable friend did 
what was perfectly right and consistent with the 
practice of this House, in the manner in wlvicli 
he worded that rejily. . 

•> Nothing is more common than for a responsible 
MyiiSto’- of the Crown toVvadq a question, either 
, of the aftirmative or the contrary, by such expe- 
^jputs^ and ^though I am quite certain that the 
honourable member /or Shaftesbury is altogether 
blameless of any want of courtesy, cither in 
seeking for that reply, or in allowing such infer- 
ence to be drawn from it— and although I am 
equally certain hd meant nothing more than to 
obtain information upon a subject which affected 
many general interests ; yet: surely hc^cannot be 
so innocent as not«/o ,sec what consequonc^s 
inigUt result from such uygu^f-ded declarations.. 
Would he consider it to be cither politic or prudent, 
or at* all consistent with the duty *of a Minister 
. at the heac^.of tl)Cf tc^de bf thn country^ to give 
answers, upim the ^sijibject of Itis intcnfi^us with 
regard to a pai/icular commodity, which mfght 
• have the effect of raising that article.perhaps fifty 
jjer cent, by the vei^ next jjqst ? Ifc would,*! con- 
, c^ivc, feel it. to Jbe* perfectly justifiable fsr a 
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Mihistcr, iii such u situation, eitlici' not to answer 
at all, or to give such a reply as would avert 
conserpicnccs so injurious to those engaged in the 
])articular trade to whieh the (question might 
refer. 

Questions are put every day in this House, the 
bearing;^ of whieh aio perhaps rery little, if at all 
understood, ci;.her by those who put them, or by 
those sometimes who are ealled upon to answer 
them. 1 myself have been required to give r^ ■ 
plies on var'auis occasions, to questions of, wh^h, 
])crhups, I saw the full conseciuenees better after- 
wards than at tluj imanent when I wa^s called uptm 
to speak ; l;ut 1 have uo hesUation in saying, that 
hud I not evaded them, or altogether refused a 
direct rei)ly, I might have affected the interests 
of individuals in a degree which might hardly be 
credited. By the effect of inadvertently saying 
“ Aye," uptui one of these occasions, I might 
have created a. rise in a certain species of property 
to tlurcjitent of full twer.ty per cent.; and, 

‘ perhaps, by a sinjplc,** A’o," i might have i^ipre- 
ciated it to a sipiilar cxtcwi. I -say, therefore, 
that qiicstipns upon such sqbjccts cannot be fairly 
asked ; ^and that, when aske^, it wcpld be diffi- 
cult to 'give auv other aiiHiwer tlifiu at\-cvasivc one, 
if a Minister would fulfil properly the duties 
Uicumbent upon his situation, if i regret any 
Jhing upon this, occofion,^ i\ i{i that my right 
huiQDurublc friend did not remain altogether silent ; 
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I)ut .of this I anil. -fioqftictly sure, that there \<as 
nothing in that.answer which he intended tu leave 
opbn to the inference which has been drawn' 
from it. 

ff 

1 liopc I have now cleared llic tpiestion from 
some of those* imjicdiincnts, with regard to its 
proposers, which Mood in the way of a ffce and 
impartial discussion of its own merits, and that 
the pro])osition will be allowerit to stand upon its 
tn.vn grounds, unconnected with tlic private riews 
«ir |»le9^3s of those who are callpd upon to submit 
,it to the consideration of ^lie House. Wl'.ile it 
rvuiained in^cilved by such opinions or preposses- 
sions, 1 feel that«it W!is not easy to prevent it froin 
being mixed up with (|uestions which gave it a 
very unfavourable colour, in the eyes of those 
who wore called upon to decide upon it; but I 
trust that tlu'v will novv look u|)on it — and I 
contend they ought so to look u])ou it -as ai|ues- 
tion supported by its own inefit.* and iui^titied by 
its accordance with 'the* soundest principles oj’ 
polity. [ do not inefm to sh,v', Ui^t if I thought 
the princi])lc^ i^ion >^ich I call, for ail assent to 
thjs measure right, 1 >vould not be peepared to 
uphoild it ujjon tltaf .r;ght;*buf '1 have tli^ satis- 
faction to saw that lYd’/haVc now*Soniething more 
than mere thcorptical right to support 'us, and 
4hat we have, even in the very short period ^hich 
has elapsed shige -thjs question was agitated, . 
gajncd the accessioii of some experience in 
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fence of oi|r principles. 1 hopcit will not be, con- 
sidered an''unfHir inference, that if J show what 
*'wc have already done, and the expectation* of 
what we arc about to do, to be i)rudiici.ng great 
good, I may be allowed to anticipate still greater 
go(Kl from the consummation of our intentions. 
The account tjf \Yhat we jfroposed upon the 
subject of th/3 bonded corn reached laverpool 
on Wednesday morning ; and on this day there 
arc; letters in* town, oner of which has been 

I 

]>iit into my hand* just before I camc' down to 
the House. It is nut from any friend of mine; 
nor an ac(|uaintancu, nor a political su))port.cr 
cither of mine or of my right honourable friend 
w'ho succeeded me in the honour of representing 
that city in this IJonse; but, on the contrary, 
from a gentleman decidedly opposed to me in 
politics. [ know hini, however, to be a man of 
high honour, un(|ucstioncd integrity, and possess- 
ing great cstmialiun as a mercantile character in 
the' city •where he resi(h.*s„ * In this letter, dated 
from Liverpool, an' extract of which I shaW take 
the liberty of reading to • the lioTise, he says, 

“ There has been a slight improvement to-day, in 
Manciwster goods ; but tkftt. 'niomeivt it bdeame 
known that it was the' intention of Ministers to 
introduce a measure for our relief, by removing 
.the restrictrous which kept the bonded corn out 
of the market, cotton-could hot bfe obtained at an 
advance of five per cent. ; and thwc seemed tn be 
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a vcsy j|;encral r(>^'tor!ition of confidence, arising 
from the feeling’, that Government would do all in 
tho'ir power to relieve the suttcrers.” This was 
the language of one letter. Sinec I entered the 
House, however, I have received another, which 
also is not addressed to me, or to any friend of 
mine, *and I helicve^thc writer to be opposed to 
me ‘in polities. 1 know, however^ that he is ’a 
p(‘.rson of res])eetal)ility. IJis Ibttcr, dated .'Id of 
May, runs tiuis : — “ The account of* what has Leen 
projtosed by Alinistcrshus m^o us all alive, and 
Jed to a very general improvement in trade. 
lloJ(ler>i of eoUon are all .speculating upon a rise ; 
and there are no 'sellers to-day.” Surely it could 
not be said, after this, that the measure recom- 
mended is not founded u]>on good principles; 
and, even if the ])ractical effect may be in some 
measure over-rated, it must be a nvattcr of con- 
gratulation to its ])roposers, and an encouragement 
to pr:rscverancc, when they sec fliaWhe expecta-, 
tion o,f its effects is lil!e1yto produce a, return ofi 
. that’canfidcnce, u^thout whieh'tlic manufacturers 
cannot hope tft be rescued from their jVresent dif- 
ficulties. l;am quite prepared to admits that, bc- 
cause'therc so muclf good anticipated the 
first propositien — thal b*f tlie admiWon of bonded 
corn — we are not therefore' tci^ infer that this is an 
argument for the second ^proposition. ’The good* 
of* the first *pro{)ofiiti.bn. is plain sind immediate; 
tha/. to be antici|iate‘d from the second is distant 
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and dcpepds on contingencies. • The rirst projio- 
sitioii may stand alone upon its own grounds; 
but, although the second may rest upon a soinc- 
what different foundation, it tends to the same 
principle. AVc arc. Sir, with regard to the oppo- 
sition to the second measure, driven to one of two 
propiisitions— cithev that tlie present Corn Laws 
are to remain the fixed and unaltered future laws 
of the country, or to declare at once that this is 
th 9 ^tiine to alter them ; a time of groat distrc.ss — 
of unusutal excitement-— of extraord inarv’ anxiety. 
If the latter course is to be fo flowed, llieii w»* 
should be compelled to say, -that our opiijions-are 
ehanged with respect to tins time for altering the 
Corn Laws; but the contrary, as J said bel’ore, is 
the result of our reflections. My opinion with 
respect to the impropriety of that alteration has 
been confirmed; and the very circumstances 
which must rccoinniendcd to me thc.se temporary 
measures arc, that they will enable us to dispense 
with that alteration of the laws which would 
prove at this moment highly 'inconveniert, and 
would lead to no beneficial result. I have never 
heard it. asserted by any mai), c\'cn the must 
streni^us opponent of these measures, that the. 
Corn ].aws should not tmuergo a revision : but 1 
think t)iat, at the ])rcsLnt moment, such a revision 
> would be ‘a great misfortune ; and I w'ould dc> 
dare that any , man duoked iU at our condition, 
who, complying with the pre.ssuro of the pregert 
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timcs,nnd circumstancJ?s. would persist the lull 
c.xtciil ill going into that inquiry which some, con- 
sider advisahl’e. An honourable haronct (Sir T. 
Lethbridge) has asked us, why we should do any 
thing, or what circumstances have called ii])on us 
to make any distinction between the ])rcscnt time, 
and that period in which the lyDuourablc member 
lor Briflge;iorth brought forward his proposilioA 
t«> the House ? 1 do not myself, ?is far as regards 

tlifr (picstion, see any difference eith.er; but J will 
■ endcavoiip to explain why I consider that we are 
•Qpllcd upon to consent to this ])roposifion. For 
thrpe weeks btlbro the honourable member for 
Hridgenorth made his motion, there had been a 
gradual inclination to a rise in price ; for tlirce 
weeks since there has been the same : so that for 
six weeks — with the exccjition, 1 helieve, of the 
last few days, when we can niark a slight decline 
— a constant tendency to rise has been visible in 
the corn market : and that rise' hhs been necom- 
panied by a stiatc of terror and alarms which, 
uithongili 1 do not 'lucaii to make .Any prophecies 
of famine, iiidibales aibapproach to a slate which 
no man' can contemplate with satisfaction. The 
. harvest of la^t year ' began a month ear]ie.(,than 
'usual, and tha coiisumj^'tic/n of it' began almost 
'with the gathering in of the -iiai^vest. This year it 
nKiy be a month later, and the people be obliged, 
in Uic absence of ..some measure hkc that now 
iiyi'op the House*, to subsist upon its produce fqr 
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fourteen months instead oi twslvc. In orflinary 
cases, and under other circumstances, such an evil 
might, perhaps, be without difliculty averted ;• but, 
I ask whether there is nothing in the present 
state of the country to call fur more than ordinary 
caution and prudence upon tlie part of llis Ma> 
jesty'c Ciovernment? The' very fiwt, tliat tlie 
country will be witliout a Parliament for many 
months of the present year would be, in my opi- 
nion, alone sntKcicnt to justify such caution. 1 
repeat, howeve?, that I do not by any means wish 
it to be understood that 1 am ])redicting misfor- 
tunes, which T am well aware may not, and wj^ch 
I hope and trust will not,- occur. A fortnight of 
mild weather, and west wind, may insure us such 
a harvest as will render unnecessary all the pre- 
cautions which wc are now taking. 1 maintain, 
however, that it is as much the duty of Government 
to ])rovide against a possible as a probable contin- 
gency.* It v:annot have escaped the recollection of 
gentlemen, that, in the year 18115, the prospeet of a 
favourable hanvest was changed in the epurse of 
a single night, and that the promise of the Mon- 
day was totally blighted or/ the,AVednosday. Was 
it u|y>n that occasion objectcilto tlic Government . 
when they icamc down with a proposition, caused 
by this change of (Circumstances, that tliey were 
guilty of Vacillation and a dereliction of principle? 

1 know that .gentlemen on the other side have 
said, and will say, that it is time enough to ^p))ly 
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the remedy wlicn the evil is found to exist, and 
that a mild and- miti«^tcd harvest may put to 
fliglit all the fears wiiich arc now entertained. 1 
admit the latter jiroposition ; but 1 maintain that 
it is the duty of Government to guard against 
even the possibility of evil, especially when it is 
agre(!d'on all hands, 'that it wtMild be incxjwdient 
to have recourse to the natural corrective which 
the operation of the present Cdrn J^aws would 
ahbrd. But it has been also objected by the op- 
])oneHts of the present mcasure,'that it is uuncccs- 
•sary, because llis Majesty *s Ministers already 
jiosscss the power of doing that which they call 
upon J*arliamcnt ‘to sanction. I am willing to 
grant tliat we do constitutionally possess that 
power, if w’c choose to exerciso it ; but I will ask 
honourable members to look back with me to the 
liistory of the lasc century, and say wjiether there 
is not one instance during that period, which may 
act as a warning . if not an example, to tlicr Minis- 
ters f)f.the present day.'-. ' . , 

, ,t In tlieyear 17G6,’. the great -Lord Chatham was 
at the head of Ihc Adhriiiistration of this countr}', 
and, with him Lqrd Camden, the most .popular 
lawyer this country' dVer saw, w'as assooiated. 
For a few months nothiiig could be wore ])opular 
than their tiovernment. A change of circum- 
stances, however; arrived ; and, during a perjod 
of scarcity, they were induced to exercise the- 
power, which has lately been stated in tins 
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House, hy some lH)noiiral)le‘'ireiitlemen •■whom 
r see oil the opjiosite Iieneh, us ulisolutely 
inherent in (ioverniucnt ; iiiimely, to take 'mea- 
sures susjicnsive of, and even iiifriiv^iin^ the law, 
in order to provide for the .wfux fto/mli. I’liese 
eiuiiient men, relying' in part on tlie greatness ol 
their power, and in part on flieir poinilarity, took 
the illegal. 'luit, as every body admitted, the 
Justifiable measure, under the eircu instances, of 
doing the. eo'uvcrsif of that which it is said 'we 
ought to do, if the necessity arises — i lilean'what 
was equivalent to V<topping the exportation, a.s 
,wc should be called upon lb permit the iinpOita- 
tiou of grain. A.s the law'llieii stood, grain could 
be I'xported from this country up to a certain 
price. I'amiue stared them in the face, and tliey 
laid an embargo, stopjiing the exported grain. 
When Parliament met. the most violent debates 
ensued ; and, what was singular, every man who 
spoke fii those debates admitted the. act was ab- 
solutely .’lecessary to bo done ; yet, be<-auso they 
had done it prt*fcipitately, as it was .said, and with, 
out a due regard to all the. eireifmstances behmg- 
im^ to h, and without a sulUcient scn.se.of vhat 
thev./ived, in diitv, to Parliaihent-^-against these 
two |)pi>iilui*- Alinisters. flu* mo.st ^stormy debates 
ensued, and the n«).sT[ violent'attaeks were made 
sutteessfully.in both Hivises of Parliament. ‘ 

If, then, in ireasoHii siqne dv-gree ])arallt.'1, sbeh 
wvi.s the fesult-- if those two IMim.sters, so .siq)i.!ri.> 
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ill talents and ]w)[nilarity tn any of Uiuso who 
compose tlic present Administration — became 
the' objects of the most violent and snecessful 
attacks, in both ILmses, because, at a jieriod 
when Parlinment was not sitting, they had taken 
upon thernsi-lves the responsibility of advisinj; 
a mcitsurc wliich Was, they^ considered,- called 
for liy the exigencies of the counJry — is it ndt 
a fair inference, t<» say that the exercise of a 
siniilar jiowor upon the part of the ])rcs«:nt 
(fovurnmont would bo visited With at least eipial 
obloipiy, and call down ecpial opposition '( Is it 
no/: nn cfjnally„fair iiiferenee, to say, that had tlic 
Adininistratiou to which 1 allude been able to 
foresee the opjiositioii by wliieli their measure 
would bo met, they would leave, waiteil 11 )r the 
meeting of L’arliaincut belbre. llu'v ventured to 
bring it forward { Will any man, then, say, that 
II is Maje.sty'.s jMini.stors, with this example before 
their eyes, are to be blamed, beeau.se, forosecing 
a probable cause for lintieipating a case jcalling 
for an jinterfereaee with the.^ existing law, they 
Consult Parliadic'iit in the first instance, instead 
of waiting until the crisis comes, ami thiii acting 
U])on rheir own ruspoirsibiliiy '? ’ “ lint,” Jiijiylhi'i 
opponents of tiic n\ciist/rcj- “ you 'have no need 
to come to Parliament for dcsive todo that which 
tke Constitution ‘empowers you to do— you jire 
the. responsible adjtdscrs of tire (Jrowii, and, as 
sijchj. you have the power of carrying into 
effect tlic measuri' which yoi;. now jiropose.*’ 1 
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ask, wlicjhor tliis pica availed Lord ChiUthain 
or Lord Camduii, when placed in circuinstaiiccs 
where llicir claim to indulgence wasinuch greater 
than ours would be, if, foreseeing, as we do, the 
possible occurrence of a situation calling for inter- 
ference witli the existing law, and having the 
power, whicii they Jiad not, .»f consulting l*arlia- 
incnt in the first instance, we neglected to (^|) so? 

Sir, what was recoininended to us bv several 

a “ 

gentlemen, but inore^jiartieiilarly by the honour- 
able gentleman, to whom I took the 'i!>er*y of 
alluding, was, let things go on — lot the netressity 
arise — then use the power with \ynich you . are 
intrusted, and thou come. to I’arliaineiit for a hill 
of indemnity. If tlie eireumstanees came on hy 
surprise, 1’arliament not sitting, 1 would have 
done so, and I w<udd have trusted to l*arliament 
for indemnity; but when 1 see the spirit in which 
we are catechi.se<l for inooliiig it even as a ])ossi- 
bility that *vc should have occasion to admit 
forcigii corn, what ea.iic<t is that of the spirit in 
wliieh we sho'.dd be received if we had vome 
afterwards for indemnity * Js it to be believoil 

that the same gentlemen — who consider it as a 
■ ■ * * * 

sin a"fiinst the landed intetert that we conceive 
it pos.sible tl'c'case may eccuj: in WiJiicli we should 
wish to pipt on thakdiscretiou — would, if wo now 
act^jcl on ’tliat discretion, without their ])reviuvis 
knowledge and consent, Jiave, opened their arms 
to us with indemnity, when we came to render ;xn 
account ? Would jwt the first question asked by 
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llionj in that c;isi* liavo been, “ W'hnl! had you no 
appixiu iisinn ? .W;is thi-rn no imlicatioiTordinn^or ? 
W’Snit ! wiMV* six wocks i}( ;i risi* in prices in)- 
thiii.n ?' ir \vi; had arli-d Avithout tnkin'i- (hat 
wariiini^, or willumt imMitioniuLf tho fact, can wo- 
la lii'vc that the sanu? .i^cnlKuni'ii who aiv r.ow 
niiwirrini^ to iri'ant 1 kat discru^on, would Uion bo 
so willino: to allow that it Mas justjy takiMi, aiftl 
would Slot liavo thrown tin* six tv'oeks of ji rise* in 
l>:‘icos in our I’aco'? It is now, roi>soi»ih, nofliiuLT 
to Uio*]«urpnsi\ thill ihiuv is A'aut stiilkin;^ about 
Jiu* manulacluriiiir distrirts. lint do you boliovi*. 

thaj: if M’c Ihtfl ac^tc^l, and llnai conio lor an in- 

• 

(Irninity, sluniM lud. Iiavt* asko^l W'itc 

tiiciv no iiidicalions of tlif m'cossily /-• Was jIuto 

no '(liscoiiti'iif /— \^ (.‘I'O you «|iiite ignorant that 

tliuix* was a sMiall slock on hand ? Had von no 

kiKnvIodi^c that thf |iru;os*or f>;ram had boon 

ifradnally looking up tor some time ! W as thi*ro 

no danger to bi* iip|)rohendod troln tiimiiK; tiding 

u|)on an exoitod and dis;ilH.*cted population i. 

ask,‘Sjr, if there M'ould have Tuiui no language 

of this kind.^iid if v\h.‘ should not have had tu 

encounter still greati.v opi)Osition than lUat which 

l)ore down ibcmi so'imicli grcStti* tiiau \ye can 

ever hoix? to l«c eonsid^fccf. and it*tly.'ir late oii;>:ht 
* • . • * 
not at otice to operate askaynniiug to^ deter us 

from a couBdenoe which might prove fatal, ^nd 

as^a light to giiijlie iis^ to ihat course which is 

j^siiBcd by cxi>erieiice*? Should we not, 1 a^k, 

VOL. VI. 
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bo worse tliau niadinoii, if, notwitlistaiulinj' what 
wo SCO, ami wliat wi* know iVoni tho rcconls of 
Iiisliiry, we were lo])lunt;o biiiidly into a iliHieuUy 
from which it would be vain In call njion our 
advisers to extricate us t No oilier course, thcre- 
Ibre, rcinaiiKMl to us, but to come at once and 
ask for (he sanction of J^arManiont. Our mere 
love of what >ve consider le;,'al and coiislitutibnal 
constitutes all the dirtcrcncc between us and our 
oppducnts. • 

'i’hc fate of those who ncfjlcctcd Parhaiuent 

operates but ns a stimulus to the one course, and 

as an avoidance of the other. Sir, \Vi: may come 

at last to that crisis which .wo div.'ad; we may be 

compelled, if Parliament refuses its consent to 

tho mcasiiro we projiose, and throws us back on 

the jiowcr ol' the Crown, to make use of tlie very 

means which we deprecate; but if we do, the 

responsibility rests not on us, but on tin- heads of 

those who Kot onlv desert their constitutional 
« * 

principles by refusing;: ‘o etiaet the law, but even 
seem to think thiy. have a sound ur!J[umont in 
their desertion. These ‘a’liticmen^sav we have a 

f * 

power which we may use, a-sid come* before their 
trihui^.l for freedom from"])ftnishiu«;ht ; wi! wash 
tho pow'cr to, be t'ranted, vis. by that' tribunal, and 
that is the sole puivioit of the presimt measure. 
It i^nutniy desire to ajfitate tho country by any 
uunceessary appreheusion. The time fur the ex- 
ercise of such a ])ower may have Rever been more 
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(fistajit; luit it tin; dosia* cjl' II is ^Majesty's 
Ministers, Ibunjlcd uii the jiistiliablo princjjde of 
a stKinrl precaution, to receive such a license as 
they may exercise for the benefit of the com- 
munity, should the necessity arise in those six 
weeks, wlien, perhaps, from a ilissolulion of 
l^arliainent, they niighl be igiable to ap]Jy to it 
ns the respository of that jiower, and •when life 
danger might be too imminent'to endure delay. 
/V,id never let it be said, that it wvis a crime* in a 
British* Minister, that he prelhr» tlie sanction of 
^^irliament to an arbitrary.oxerei.se of tlie ])re- 
rogativeg of t1\p Crown. Well, tlu-n, wc ask per- 
mission to do. nbt that which we ary, by the 
Oonstiliition, debarred from doing -for the very 
irginnent against it admits our right"but we ask 
lermission to do that, whieh, if we do upon our 
iwn responsibility, ^ve must •afterw aids come to 
isk I’arliainent to sanction by tiuur a|>provnl. If 
I’arlianient wore not sitting when ^le e#cigeney 
iccurred, there might* Jie «i very good reason for . 
idoptigg the course which wi* ri'eouimend, un- 
ianctioned by'tl*K-ir apjirobation. But’ we have 
I'arlianient sitting, and. Ibreseeing the dhhculty 
.vhich* may i^rise, Avi' do tlnit, *%T’hieh, ify^e nc- 
deeted to do, "would tlC/»eivedlv srtbiect us to the 
mputation of having treutdd (heir authority with 
aniteinpt. Wc might, perhaps, if we aeted otijer- . 
vise, adduce the gise which occurred in the Ad- . 
niinstration of Ijtml Chatham and Lord Camdetf; 
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but wo should, if wo did so, hf. justly met with 
this iiiiswcV- ■“ True, they acted ps you say : but 
then there was tliis slight diftereneo hetwccii yftur 
respective cases. 'I'hey acted upon their own 
responsibility, when ni> Parliament was sitting. 
You foresaw tin; danger, and vet von did not 
consent to consult a Parlianu'iil whi(.'h was sitting 
long hetbfe the danger which you apprehended 
had occurred, 'nu: responsibility, therefore, rests 
upon yourselves, and you must take the cons* - 
<|uenccs." Tin* <btrerence of the cireiinistiHiocs 
makes all the ditferem-e of conduct; and 1 say 
that they who refiise to give us 'this sanction 
must take on themselves the coi’isc«pienee of tin* 
objection. 

So again, I say, that if tlu^ Corn Law was one 
which, in the course. c»f these debatiis, any one 
gentleman had said he was pre])are<l and desirous 
to let go to its full operation, all tliesi* precautions 
might liavc' been dispense*! with. lJut what 
would . become of the 'jiresjuit tlilfieulty 'i* After 
the difliculty had been experienced, and When 
Parliament met again, do- honourtliblc genthnnen 
think they would come to the discussion with a 
bettep* temper because it hail gone 'to its ftdl ex- 
tent ? Tt is therefore, Sir? that 1 say to gentlemen 
of the landed interest ‘lhat this is their question, 
and it is ^r, their protection I bring it forward. 
J bring it fonvard berfaus**. [ am. sure, that till the 
question can be discussed in 'another session 
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— probably in cfiiolhor Parliament — is better 

the law slioul«l remain, as it lias hilficrto, done, 

• • 

aliAosf a dead leUor in i(s operation. I am sure 
that we did •;[ood last year by interposing the 
bonded corn— jLliat we do ^ood now to them by 
interposing' the bonded corn this year ; and that 
wo pi’ovide Ibr thei^ adrantuji|fe by taking a jiower 
to interpose a^^ain between the extRune operation 
of the law, and the eonsefluen^e to the agrieul- 
fiirists. Sir, it remains to state oiTiv the measure, 
of r^spiflisibility whieh wo propo.te to ask of Par- 
•liainent. We propose to ask a sanetion for the 
ejcfreisy of ibi^ res'|)onsible di.sendion which is 
not only adinittecl, but eonteiided to exist in the 
(h'own, in the ease of an einergencv. J .said, on 
a funner ni^dil, that .so far from creatin'; an exten- 
sive diserelion, there was no mode of limitin'' it, 
consi.steiit with its object, on the lyu: part, and 
coiisi.stent on the other with a faithful adherence 
to the assuranci; that we did noi wtsh to antiei- . 
pate Jlie discussion ol'ftlie^ Corn Liiws---tjiat we* 

^ did hut earne.stly (^esire. The fti.v^oliilion which I 
have to propose'to tlii.* House, is this— “’’J’hat it is 
thy opinion /)f tips ('Tnnmittee, that it is expedient 
to eiifjiower j|lis Maje.’Jly, by any order Of •girders 
, of 1 1 is AJaJesf\' in /^niJicil, to peTnut, under cej’- 
tain res'iilations. and ibr a\ime to bo lijiiitcd, the 
entry for home* consuitiption of :pi' .additional * 
quantity of foreign coni, moat, or,Hour, .subject to 
th^ duties which may be imposed by an act to.lic 



«>o 


C()ll-N I.AWS — ltONU£[l cdRN. 


passed in, this session of Parli'ament." Iiv the 
course of the former debate, ( observed that there 
wore three modes by which tlio ])ro|K)sed Itesolii- 
lion could be restricted : first, by the impusitiun 
ol'a duty; secondly, by a restriction as to price; 
and thirdly, by a limitation in the quantity, [ipon 
that oecasioii. an honourable ''and learned ^>’entle- 
inan opposite '(.Mr. Brotii'liam) objected, and with 
f?reat appearance' of Justice, to the first of these 
inodes— -the inrptisitioo of a duty ; while anothe'r 
honourable menfuc’r (expressed himself iftifawuir- 
able to the si'cond, upon the •'round that it fixed 
too low a maximum of price. ‘Now I am dispo-'^ed 
to yield to- the sug<;eslions r.f both the. hononrablu 
inembers ; and, doing away with the limitation as 
to price and duty, to retain tliat of c|nantity alone. 
Another honourable gentleman suggested a limita- 
tion in the price, and proposed that wheat should nut 
be admitted until it had ri.'^eii to GUs. the quarter. 
This appears’ to me, on retlection, to be liable to 
■the same objections, th’at k may be considered as 
fixing the rate ait which impdrtatiun should, in 
future, alM'a,ys take jilaco. In One state of the 
country, ' G5.V. inii'ht be a Very high price, and 
mightf press very heavily;' whereas in a 'more 
ilpurishiiig condition, it iniglitr be f-omparativcly 
cheap ; aud this vacation in the pressure of the 
sam;i nomiila,! amount of price Appears to be a 
decided objection t«r this niude^of regulating tlie 
importation. Fur the.se rcason.s f think that- .the 
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third, ino'lu tlu;*bcst, nninelv, a limitation of tile 
(|iianiity tt) he ijin|)nrt(‘d. By tliis mode we leave 
thd •Can'll Laws exactly as they were; we lay 
down no new prineijilcs — create no prejudices. 
It becomes a mere temporary measure in all its 
eircumslances, accomplishing the object I'or which 
Jt was ‘intended, witUont leaving any sling behind. 
As lo the (pinntity beyond whieU importation 
shall not extend, that must be ‘in some degree 
arbitrary ; but, in the absence of any more eom- 
man'ii))g» principle of action, * 1 iiAoposc such a 
• (quantity as, together with tke corn to be released 
frgitt bond, shall make one. half of the greatest 
importation i;ver hiade* According to (his mode 
of estimating the ([tianlity, I shall pro]>ose .!)()0,0I)I) 
<|uafters as ih(‘ limit in point of (piantity. f do 
not kiioM' how to explain the nature and meaning 
of that limilation b(.‘fler than by reading the heads 
of a bill (worded teehnically, of course, and sid)- 
ject to revision and correction , wliieh J moan to 


found u[)uu the liesolptioii with which I shall, 
^conciiule. I ’i'he rh'ht honourable ,gent1cman here 
read the heads oV the t>ill, which were its’ follow :J 


— “ AVKeroa'i an AcNhas been jiiissed in.tlie pre- 
sent session '«f Parliament,* lo 'permit the, entry 
' for home con\umpt;og the foreign grain, Ineal, 
and Hour which were in ulie, warehouses 'of the 


United Kingdonnoii the :2d of May, 1 1:1:20; and it 
may be expcdiciit, from (rireuinstancos wllich 
cannot now be foreseen* to admit, belbrc the com- 
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meiiccim-nt dt’the next session-ol’ Pnrliainunt, a 
Ini'tlicr liiiilti-d qiianlity <>l‘ foroii'ii corn for liomo 
coii>uiM|)tion, hcloro sncIi corn would be ailinifssi- 
1)Ic under (lie laws now in Ibrec. relatiui^^ to the 
iin|)oi1ation of the said corn. — Me it tlierci'ore 
en:iet(-d, \c. tiuil it .sliail be lawful tor His Ma- 
jesty, iit any time, lyoni aiul after the close of the 
]U'escnt, and .until tlu; coniinenecincnt of the next 
session of J’arliauicnt. by and with the advice of 
His Majesty’s .Privy Council, to issue an ordev, 
or orders, to |)erinit the entry for home ek,ihsvmi)- 
tion, either of the wlyile, or of any ].>ro|)ortion, of 
flic foreiifu wheat, and of fl-)ur made i)f wlu/iit, 
wliich may be in tin: warehouses of this c«)untry 
at the <late of the iss>iinf( such order or orders, 
resiH ctively ; i)rovideil always, that the t|uautity 
offoreij;!! wheat or flour so to be admitted under 
order or orders, shall in)t exceed ;>l)t),t»()() <juar- 
lers ("iHO.tMM) quartiTs in the wh«)le.. Proviiled 
also, that noj<ueii order shall be in fona* for more 
.than two nioutlis li'o<:n i!ie time of its beine: 
issued: and llqit ii^iy wheat, or tlonr niiule of 
wln-at, iir bond, which may iiave.ocen includi'd in 
such order, and which shall not liave been taken 
out and entered for home toiisiwn[>ti;m, aecordin.e: 
to the terms xml eondit'inis to b-.; specified in 
such order, before .the expiration of the jierio<l 
■speeilied in such order, slialJ not be entitled tc 
the i:onefit of such ercler. ThaJ it shall be lawtid 
fov Mi;* ?«Iajcstv in Council, by anv such order as 
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iiforcsyid, to rcquirt*; as one of the conditions for 
admitting such liircign wheat or flour to'enter for 
hoint? consumption, that it shall, u))on such entry, 
j)ay such duty as the said order may direct, not 
exceeding any duty now imposed under the Act 
af his present .Majesty, entitled * An Act relating 
to the linportation of ^''oreign (Jorn.’ ” . 

By' proposing to limit the imporUUiou of corn' 
to the <]nantity provided for in the bill, I think 
wC shall have fully provided 1‘or 'the probalble 
wantstof <he people during the 'interval between 
•tbe two Parliaments. That is the great object 
whjoli I! is .Majesty’s Ministers have had in view; 
and whatever obje'etionmay a|>ply to the jncasure, 
either in ]>rinciple or detail, 1 trust \ve .shall, at 
least,' be free from the imputation of having acted 
with bad faith towards the laiid(>d interest. It is 
an imputation which,* ns far a^ I am, concerne d. 
I most ime(|uivocally disavow, and I can answer 
with C(jual sinevrity for my colfcagSies. • At all 
event.s, I am convinced’thal we should nol have 
. jli.schauged our duty if we had taken the res|>on- 
sibility upon ourselves, •and had decline<f to apply 

to Parliament: for thetr sanction to the jneasure 

• • • • ^ 
which*! havq* now the* honour to propose.,., 

'i'hc ri^lit lioi\oiirabft* conc’Uidi’il hy 

thu followiiip^ 1t(‘.siihitioii : 

Thai ii i.s tliu nV tlii.s CoiiiiiiiUro, tliat ^ is 

fxpMinit In L'lnpowkT^ris M<yc*s!y, *l)y a'wy onlur nr nrclors 
n|| l^i.s Majesty in Council, to permit, under certain re(}u- 
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lations, and fur a time to bu liinitucif, tliu entry, for home 
consiiinptio.i, of an additional ciiiantity of foivi^n corn, 
jiieal, or Hour, subjrcl to the duties wbicli may l)e iinuused, 
l)v an Act to be passed in this Si sVioii of l^arlianient.’' 

Tile Kesolutioii was agreed to. 


STATK OF SLAV FRY 


.MAV I-Oili, 


Mu. ItitorouAM moved the following Uosolution 
“ Tliat iliis House has observed witli deep ivf^ret that 
nothing eHirtiial lias been done by the Legislatures of His 
Alajesty's Colonies in tlie West Tndies, in eoinpliance with 
the deelaret! wislies of His Majesty’s (ioverinnent, and llie 
llesolutions of this House «if tlie loth of May, 182*>, 
touehiiij' the condition of the Slaves; and this House will, 
therefore, early in- the next SesMon of l^irlianieiit, take 
into its lno^t serious consideration such measures as may 
ajijR'ar lO be necessary for giving effect to the said lleso- 
liitions.’’ 


Mu. Ca.\mni>' ros’c, ar-d addressed the blouse 
to the following ettect rv-The hcnourablc and 
learned gentleman fM., Denman) wlio spoke last. 
Sir, lias brtmglit the cpiosf ion which is now before, 
the House, precisely to that point at which I am 
desirous of meeting it. 
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Tho jiractical pdmt to be*, decided is,, whether 
the Rc.solution tiow proposed for its adbptiop, is 
likely to be useful, or otherwise, for the purposes 
for witieh [ am bound to believe it is intended ? 
That Rcsolution^eoiilains, indeed, some proposi- 
tions, to which, as ab.struet j>ropositions, 1 have 
no ditiid'ulty (with cc«taiu inoditieations) ii> sub- 
scribing. lint tlio questions lor tlic ][ousc, oii 
the present occasion, I take to Re — not whether 
tlft; Resolution bo abstractetlly true,* but whether 
the passmjf of any such Resolution as’ this be either 
‘ necessary or advisable? and if it be neither ne- 
cessnry por advisablv, whether it may not be 
ViUher dctriiiu ntaf thai> benclieial to the jjcneral 
object u])on which the I [ou.se lias already ex- 
pressed its determination. 

fii addre.ssinjf myself to these questions, I 
must layout of the* account* much-r-indeed the 
greater part--of the speech of one honourable 
and learned gentleman (Dr. Lushiiigt(Ai) ; because 
it has .been already dotoi’mRu'd by the llou$c, and • 
,by tlicatioveriyncnt, to proceed*! in this great mea- 
sure, iis lar ius possible*, by means of poiiciliatiun 
ami recommend ajion^ but the whole ofithc ho- 
nourable aiuf learned* gentleman’s specfH was 
.directed rather to,>raesfns* of fofbc. and tcrroi;. 
That;<j)eech, therefore, I hiivst pass by, as en- 
larely dissonant from tliQ whole tonq and tem^ficr 
in which the rliscnssion. of URs matter has been 
Uitljci'to conducted : and cs]iccially from the labb- 
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rious ancj temperate speech with which lliis.Keso- 
hitio,ii ha.s' been introduced for our deliberation. 

1 must assume. Sir, that the, Hcso'lulions ])a.ss(!(l 
bv this House, in Mav constitute the rule 

which Parliament have agrci'd to take for their 
guidance ; and J must als(» assume (the position 
which I have just stated iio< being ctnitrudictod) 
'iliat the several measures which the (iovern'ment 
have founded oii those Itesolutions, are admitted 
to have l)een conceived in the spirit of iho.'C 
Kesolution.s, ‘marto have been framed ii>. 'aucord- 
ance with that spirit. 

li‘, Sir, there be those ho think’ that a dilfc- 
rent cour^itc from that which the L'loiise of ( 'oinmons 
has pursued, ought to have been adopUtd j if 
there be those who arc oven disposed to go i)aek 
to the vear ISo?, and to contend that the aholi- 
tion of slavery in tlte We.-st Indies, ought to have 
been tlien enforced by the same Act of Ihirliameut 
which aboiislu (t the trade in slaves, 1 ha\e really 
. only t.o sav to them ihat'ihi-v come, too late into 
the field ; that. Parliament has already taken its 
determination, and formed its (leeision on that 

I 

.subject., r must remind tho'iii that Parliament has 
alrea^ly declared',' in a wat hot to ^le mistiiuler- 
stood,' that il vt-ould n-.it 'v^unct the<l'emanei[)atiun 
of the slaves in the 'WcNt Indies; that it Jooks 
to .that result oidy through ik sober and gnv- 
dual course oi! measures ; tlvtt it will not >be 
diverted from that cour.se, c.vcept by a degree of 
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rosisbuico, aniountin<if to contumacy, on the ])art 
of tlie W est Indian colonics, wliich it will not at 
present apprclicnd. 

If tlicrc ho those apfnin who tliink that this 
important r|ncstion, involving, ns it confessedly 
does, the lives, the interests, and the property 
of our’fellow siihjeet^:, is to h/.* determiiicdAni the 
ahstraet ])roposition--“ That man ciumol he made 
the jn'operly ol' man,” -I take tlfe liherty of rele- 
ohlin<r them to the schools; and of tcllin^ them 
thatvhey do not «h‘al with this'i'rffv’e and compli- 
cated matter ns inemhers of the British Parliament, 
or,Ks inemhefs of a sjieietv constituted like, that 

* • m 

ill which we live, of kai'f estahlished, interests, 
of conllicting claims to protection, of modilica- 
lioiiA and involutions of ]>roperty, not to he 
changed and simplitieil hy a siiddmi etfort, and 
of usages whicli, however *nndesi\;ahle, if the 
rpKstion were as to their new institution, are too 
•nveteratcly ror<)ted to he destroyed at a single 
])low._ [ must tell th*»in,*Sir, that the pcactical . 
,ndop‘tujuof their sf),eculative itofious would expose 
our West Tndia possessions to ravage ^anll ilesoJa- 
tiop ; whiclijr 1 think? those hononrahle gfintleincn 
themsTclvcs \ijould4)c*a5 little satisfied to hfhold, 
as I hope they are .pvejjared, wilftiHy to produce 
them. . ' . 

• The learned civilian, referring to a former debate, 
has quoted a passage of,a speech of mine, w’hercin 
I seated, “ that the spirit of the British Con^i’i- 
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tution was, in its principle, ho^ltile to any inodifi- 
catipp of'r.lavcrj'.” This refercHce coin])(;ls nic 
to set myself right with the House. 'I'lie learned 
civilian has read the extract from the s])ecch, hut 
]ic has not given the context from which it is 
torn. Sir, the honourable member for Weymouth 
had, oil that occasion, prefaced his projiosed 
Resolution with a declaration, that “ the state of 
slavery was rep'ugnant to the principles of the 
|}ri{ish Constitution, and of the Christian religion.” 
Did 1 subscribe ^o that proposition? '(hm the 
sentence rpioled by the learned civilian be fairly 
understood in that sense?* In order that "the 
House should rightly muVjrstand what I did say, 

I will read that part of my speech of that day to 
which the ipioted sentence belongs. 

‘‘ The honourable gentleman (it is the honoiir- 
ablcmcmbcr for Weymouth to whom 1 am alluding) 
begins his lles<.>lutioii with a recital which T confess 
greatly emlAirrasses me. He say!;', that ‘ the 
state o,f slavery is rcpi/gnrtit to the principles of 
the British Constitution, and of the CMiristiaii 
religion,’ (tod forbid that he avIio ventures to 
object to this statement shouhl thend'ore be held 
to ass{irt a contradiction to it ! 1 do not say that 

tlic state of slavery is eonWiaiit to the principles 
of the British ConstiKition ; still less do I say 
that the state of slavery is consenant to the prin- 
ciples of the Christian religion.* But though I ido 
nOt advance these jiropositions myself, iievcrthe- 
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]css, I must say, tiiat in my opinion the proposi- 
tions of the homiurabU; ifentleman are not praeti- 
cally-true. JV the honourable <j:eiit1eman means 
that the British Constitution docs not admit of 
slavery in that ]>art of the British dominions 
where the ('onstiliition is in full play, undoubtedly 
his statement is triu\* but it niakes nothing for 
his object. If, however, the honouri^ble meniber- 
is to be understood to maintain that the British 
(\^nstitution has not fo/e/v/h// for years, nay, more, 
for ecnfurics, in the colonies, 'th«»' existence of 
.slavery — a state of society unknown in the mother 
country — that* is a position which is altogether 
without fouiKlatiori, and positively and l>rnctically 
untrue. In my opinion, when a pro[)osition is 
submitted to this House, for the purpose of 
inducing the Ifonsc to act upon it, care should 
be taken not to coiTibund, as I think is done in 
this llesolution, what is morally true with what 
is historically false. Undoubtedly, Wie spirit of 
the British CunstitutiuiV!«> *u il^ principle, hostile 
to any modification of slavery ; J)ift as undoubtedly, 
the British I’arlrjiincift, has for ages, tolerated, 
sanctioned, protected, and even eiicouragisl a 
systeiir of coIum;il vstabli.-thnilbnt of which it 
well knew slaw?ry tq l 4 o’the.fouiulation.'’ 

Here I do not say that slavery is sanctioned by 
the spirit of the Christian religion ; aivl as little 
do J say, that it is ^sanctioned by the principles of 
the British Constitution* But, although I do not 
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advance any sncli propositifuV in opposition to 
that of the lioiinurable incnihcr, for Woyniontl), 

I ^ 

still T do say, that, liis proposition's not practi- 
cally true. If the hononruhle aiKrk'ariied fjciitle- 
inan incaiil to say, that the spirit of the British 
Constitution is adverse to slavery, I admit the 
truth, of his ])ropositioii : h(|^ it makes iiothinij: for 
Jiis arp;iimen|. If he meant to say, that the IJri- 
tisli (^institution has not for years tolerated sla- 
very in its Colonies, then it is (|nite evident th.it 
his propositniiii.is positively and prueticahly ludriie. 
T contended then, as 1 contend now, that care 
ought to be taken, in toiidiing (|n'estions of this 
'nature, not to mingle and eonfonnd what is mo- 
rally Irue with what is historically false. J ad- 
mitted then, as I admit now, that the C'onstil'ntion 
of this country i.s adverse to the practice or prin- 
ciple of slavery; but, I aftitined then, and I now 
repeat the aflirmation, that the l*aiiiament of this 
conntrv has* protected, fostered, and encouraged 
establishments, whosi^<.mahi support, it well knew, 
was derived from' slavery. (Jnarded then, .Sir, as 
my declaration on this subject.'wus at the begin- 
ning, guarded as it was at the end, I think the 
learnpd gcnlleniitn did not 'do (|niU‘ fairly, -did 
not act, in raspcct to my, speech# as he would 
have acted profcsi^ioirally in the citation of any 
document., in a court of justice, -when he sepa- 
rated a single sentence, or rather member gf a 
sentence, from the rest, find ])ri«scntcd it to the 
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<1 simj>lc, (iircct, subi«t»ntivp. and nn- 
fliiiilificd ]n'n])(i<iition. 

'Mie l(.'a)'iic(l Kciitloiiiaii M-(’ins, iiidfoi!, to think 
that he is at lihorly to i-oiistriii' iuysj>pof;h ot'llinv 
years ago by ouiniiarison witli something which 
passed the other day, in another place ; of’wliich, 
as stated by hiinselt', I profess J do not see the. jirac- 
t leal bearing upon my argument - sueluas I have noU' 
shown that argiinu-nt to liave lieed) ; -but of which 
I'kiiow absolutely nothing but wlurt. the assertion 
of tiitt hrniourable and learned gVni'lemaii conveys 

me. The distiiietioii I now wisli to press upon 
thi'!4ittei\tion of the House, is the same as 1 have 
always endeavoured to 4iiniiitain. I haye before 
said, that theoretically true as it may be, tliat the 
spirit of slavery is repugnant to the spirit of tlie 
British (*onsti1ution, yet this country, ble.ssed 
tliough she has been with a fr^c (yonstitiition her- 
self, lias eiieourageil in her colonics the practice 
of slavery, howyver alien to her o\t‘n ilomcstic 
iiistitatioiis ; and this, t«o, be it remeinbcivd, at 
a time, when her c.ouncils were guided by men, 
the acknowledged and boasted friends ol’ liberty. 

I will nut str^ to eiitcnr into a disrpiisition whet her, 
at thcliine to,*whioli t rbfer, \hc (fiities of govorn- 
inents, and tlfe rig|tt» uT man, as •nvan, were 
fully understood in the a^c tin which .we have 
the happiness to dive ; vyhethcr the.freedom^jof 
England had then* attained lhat moral maturity 
wjiich it now exhibits. Be that as it may, the 
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sini|>lo liict is, iliat this conniry, imtwithslpndinfj 
her iVc’C (.'institution, did found and niiiintain, 
nay, inoro, did luster aiul proscribe a systoni, of 
^v]licll, not only was slavery an ingredient, but 
which required an annual influx uf the black 
Stygian stream of slaverj’’ for its nutriment and 
sustentation. 

But there was another part of the pmposition 
juit flirtli by the honourable member for M"ey- 
inoulh, on thO occasion to which tlie learned civi- 
lian has alluded, viz. —that tin* state of .^lav'ery is 


repugnant to the princijdes of the (Christian reb- 
gion. To this. Sir, I objx'Cted, not, certs. inly, 
meaning thereby to degr.'vde the Christian religion 
by the imputation that it was tolerant of slsiveiy ; 
but meaning to free this country from the neces- 
sity which would result from the sidoption of tJio 
honourable gentleinsuis doctrine - the necessity 
of proceeding, without pause or hesitation, not. 
merely to the immediate modification and gradual 
abolition of slavery ii'i iIf* colonies, but to its in- 
stant and totr.! extirpation. . What 1 meant to 
deny in thp honourable number's pro])osition was, 


that tbff ( 'hristian religion tmd.shnvry coiihl not 
be iiT .cxistcnce‘‘togeihor.* I sfJd that the 'reverse 


.is the fact.;- *'that they lhiei>,co-e:^isted from the 
v(?ry da'vii of ehristfanity up to llie jnesmit day. 


Neither, thproforc, am J forccd-to admit that it-is 


a ])rinciplc of the* /Jliristiaii religion to sanction 
slavery. I'he course of the Christian religion has 
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:iKvay*« been to adapt itself to llie rirciyiislanees 
of the place aiuldiiiic in which it was sbckiiv^ to 
niatft a jm'gress; to accoininodute itself to all 
stations of life, to all varieties of actini; or of suf- 
leriiijf ; restrainin<f the. hijrh, exaltinj; tlie lowly, 
by j)rccc])ts a])]iiicablc to all diversilies of situa- 
tion ; alid alike contributing ta the hajtpinvss of 
man, and providing for his welfare, wlicthcr con- 
nected with his highc.'st destinies,* or descending 
wtth him to his lowest dt'gradathm, — whether 

V “ i , 

inoun>ing*the throne <»f the (.'a-sars;'or (comforting 
•the captive in his cell. 

I3ht wjiile Christianity has thus blessed and, 
improved mankiiul, its •operation has uot beem 
direct, precipitate, or violent. It has invaded no 
(existing rights or relations, it has disturbed no 
established modes of government or law. It has 
rendered and recommended obodience.to tcmjioral 
])ower, even win re that jmwer was exercised witli 
no light hand, and administered tliroiO^h no mild 
(ir uneprrupted institutiim.s. ' Whih; the dp(grines 
of chri.stianity .were, jireaching indhc streets of 
Home," “.W777 avauHlur' continued ,to be the 
ordinary ^fonv of jn'oc'c-ss in the Foi{i'.M,«not for 
the punishineijt of»thc !slavc’ who* had bceji'con- 
yieted of a cilme, .’for extractiigj evulencrs, 
from one produc(vl as a witnVsj*. 

•Then, Sir, it is not true,, that the Clyistian reli- 
gio» prescribes thc«cxtinction.df slavery, with iin- 

r> 2 
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spnriiig, iinc:ompromisin‘|:, indiKcriniiuuting liaste. 
It isiiottnio that Christianity indains the extir- 
pation of this i^reat moral evil l)y other iiH.'ans 
titan those which arc eousonaiit witit the just spirit 
of the British Constiliilion,-- means of ecpiity and 
•food lailh, as well as of well-understood hiinianily • 
incasyros nioderaty. in their character, and pro 
^Tcssive in l^ieir operation. 

Is there any lhin»;, then. Sir, in what f have 
laid <lown to ioiculpat*' the spirit i»f Christianity rfi* 
the principfes-of the British eonstitiilion<-' -If the 
British (ioverninent, and t!ic British Parliament, 
have for a lonjf series of years fosteri'd thatsystpin 
upon which we all now, look' with aldiorivnee, 
what is the fair inference. / Is it that we are to 
continue to foster and cluirish it still ? i\o'. Sir; 
that is not what I maintain : Init 1 do niainlaiii 
that w'e, haying all uonourredin the guilt of rearing 
and fostering the evil, are ii(»tto turn round upon 
the planters, and say, “//«// alone shall sutler all 
the jjcnalty; we de^.eri,'.line to get rid of this 
moral pcstilei^ci'i, .which inl’eeis our clnirf^cter a.s 
much at> yours, which wv have' as much contri- 
buted to propiigate as but tim, as spotted 

lepcr,s, shall be 'bai'iishcd from our society, and 
cast to utter tr-iin, to (jxpiut,e juir ecKumon crime/' 

Sir! I l)roposo tbah'we pri>cecd with more deli- 
berate counsel, and a more .even hand. The 
House has already resolved §o to proceed;. and 
<he (|uest ion for decision,' therefore, this night is. 



wlict^ter liic Hcsuliition now ofli-rcd foi;u(lo|>tiun 
is ciuiceivod iii« tlinl cvi-n spirit, and 'bears the 
sliiinji of that temperate deliheratiDi) ? 

fii order to deciile this r|uestiou, let us look 
where we now sjand. The licsolutions of May, 
form the ^rouiifl upon which wc have 
IiilhcrlA proeeedi-d : •» Is thera, then, reason to 
believe that the (oivcrnment have. acted upon 
those liesoldtiotis otherwise th5n in the most 
jibrfeet sincerity? and have, not th^ ( loveriiinent 
avowTd flieir det(‘rminatinn, if tl’ic tftiKonies should 
• wince a contnniaeious resistanec, to call upon 
l*arbani(;nt for aid ! • 

If we havt! 'tietc<l with sincerity on tJ>o views 
sanctioned by Parliament, and if we have not de- 
parted from the declaration of our deterininatioii 
to e«»nie. to J’arlianient for ai<l, if necessary,- 
wherefore, now adopt'a Resoldtion, wjtich, if it is 
not necessary for the furtherance of the views of 
(rovernment, must of necessity per|)lex them ? 

, \V(! have alreaily had, in thbeoiirst: of the svssion, 
two motions connecte<l with this >vil)ject. T'pon 
one of them, that*relatiA^ to certain tri|jils of slaves 
in tlu! M^'st .Indiys, l*movejl an amendment, ex- 
]m'ssi\V‘ of tile <li?!<just* naturally* felt at spipc of 
.the scenes hrducrht^mlor the iiotici?of the IIousq 
O il that occasion.; and dcdfiring tliat >vp saw m 
lliosc scenes only*f;rcatcr jeason to a(\hcre to ^tjtc 
Uinsoliitioiis of 1 Ifi therefore, the l{csolutioii 

Orojiosed to us this night were no mare thaik a 
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rciu'wal pf our Inrnicr {loclaratioiis, it v;ouId 
anuigiir fo nothing - it \v«mid l)c poNVcrlcss, it 
would l)c useless. 

But it is no such thing. Let us e.vaininc what 
it is. Fn the first place, it e.xprcsscs regret at the 
proceedings of the AV'e.st Indian Legislature.^. 'I’o 
this }>art of it I can have < no objection, further 
than that it u'ould be a waste of time to record 
over again whatSve have already recorded. lJut 
the .'«eeond ])<irt of jhe liesolution ])li‘dgcs tltb 

• i I 

IFoiise to follo\i' up this declaration with irii!a.vure.s, 
not defined, in the ensuing session. To that part 
L have a decided objection. ' I think that t,o ]>li.'tlge 
our.sclves.to .such a declaration would be produc- 
tive of positive mischief. 

I, Sir, do not despair, that, in the course of the 
six or eight months which may intervene between 
the present and eilsUing session, the West Indian 
Legislatures may adopt measures in the spirit of 
the recommOndations .sent out to, them. T think 
• their disposition to do lhi.s^Hvould bo weakened by 
a pledge of tho nature pro[M.»scil. , I’lii'y .would 
argue, tfiat ,wc know not •our own minds ; that, 
di.ssatislh‘d with the course which wc'. had already 
fakeiv»wc now stood j)lcdged -to rc^sort to'' some 
(4ther undefiucfl mode i»f legislation ; 'that whatever 
might hayc been, up tt) this ])eriud, the views of 
(hivernment, the lloti.se .of Commons had stepped 
in and changed them, this way would the 
.lamaica l.egislalurc have a right to argue. Would 
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it, iJwn, Sir, bo prudcitt to ub;indoii at once cv- 

|icctati<>ns Avhicli thu West Indian Ld^dslaturos 
will* not be so absurd and iinpuliliu (to nsc no 
Iiarslier epithet) as to disappoint, by si^fnilying to 
them that we are not satistied with our own 
course, anil warning them thereby t«> wait and see 
what I'arther steps ^\c may b4j disposed tij take, 
on another plan, and in a diderent dij'eetion ? 

An honourable friend of mint? (Mr. CJ. Ellis). 
Sir, who has done himself so much credit by his 
speech *4o-night, has asked me,’ wliether he is to 
iinderstand the Order in Oouneil respecting Trini- 
dad as cum])Aimising the whole of the system of 
the (Jovernment? ftly. answer is, that ^ so far its 
the llesolntions of this House ju’escribe to Oo- 
verntnent the course to be pursued, so far the 
Order in Council in t[uestiun does comprise the 
intentions of OovcriAnent. If the (.’ylonial Legis- 
latures act hoiift lidi' up to the s|)irit of that order, 

with a manifest desire not merelv’ • 

• 

•• r . 

‘‘ To keep tin: word ol promise to tlie cai\ 

And brciikiit to the hope^;’^ 

not bv evasive or illusory enactments,’ but with a 
»**!••• * 
lull mid fair, intgitiom to carry* substantially into 

eflect the niclioratjopS'regommeD'jed to litem, 1 

am convinced that tlic viCAvs^ of Parliament will 

J3C accomplished^. It is to the .s])iril (jf the ])ro- 

cgpdings of tlic ^\^cst Indian Lcgislafufcs thal*we 

shall look ; and the Government, and, I believe. 
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tile Parliament, arc ilispuscd tc lock to it., with 
confidence and candonr. 

r 

i\Jy lionourable friend has particularly advClrtcd 
to llio claust! for comjmlsory 'inanuniission of 
slaves. It is undoubtedly the main clause of the 
whole. Ft is the only one that is r//m’//v opera- 
tive. ^Al! the rest "o to mitbratc, to improve, to 
rcffulalc the yystcin of slavery ; to render it more 
tolerable in its evi-stcncc, and to prepare its gra- 
dual decay. yZf/.v clause is the wai/ out of tlnfr 
sy.stcm.- the opening’ by which slavery itself* may 
f'ini/ii’, gradually, and, as it were, impcrccptiblyi 
without the shock of a convulsion. 

'J’hc great «lifferencc between the plans of II is 
Majesty’s Mini.sters and lho.se of the honourable 
gcntlcnu-n who are desirous of a more rapid pro- 
gress is this,- - that those honourable gentlemen 
would risk great ihingcrs — <vould risk even the 
frustration of their own object, for the hope of 
arriving at k immediately ; whereas we would 
.rather postpone a little^thoYittainmcnt of the ob- 
ject, ill order iJiat .we may arrive at it with a 
greater tfssurance t>f .salety.* 

I agree, Sir, in many particulars, with an lio- 
noural^lc gentleiiihn bppoititf; ^Mr. genial); who 
has .spoken Avitii so much 'good, sen.se*: but I differ 
from hiin widely on Jthc subject oCcompeiisatioii. 

I think nothing could, be mor/i monstrous tliaii 
to admit a claim of e.Qmpensati<in into a system»of 
measures which i^re purely nicasiire.s of amcliora- 
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lion ;*an(l whicli nil who hiok upon the jnoral ini- 
provcnieiit of the slave as beneficial to the interests 
of’ tife in*ister, must aeknowledffc to he calculated 
to create eventually an advance instead of a dete- 
rioration ill the jVuliie of the master’s property in 
his slaves, f admit, at the same time, that the 
principle of cumpulsctry manmnission, beii><r one 
of force (though ({ualificd so as to guard against 
danger), thvrf it is that tlie jirinciple of compen- 
shtion })ro])crly finds its place. I’hV jirice wliich 
the iTiaiftimittcd slave will have to jiay to his 

mvner, angnicnting, as it naturally must do, in 

|)rofioi'tioii to the improved value of the slave, is 
the medium through which that just eomi))ensation 
will be administered. 

Sir, although the di.seu.ssioa upon this ([iiestion 
has been long, and although many foreign toi>ics 
have been introduced into it* [ am not aware of 
any other jiractical ]ioints, bi'side those 1 have 
already tonehech upon, which call fdr answer or 
<!\p1nuatioii. Nor woirtd It be consistgr* with • 
what T have said of the inopportuneness of the.se 
repeated discussions, l«r protract _ that , of to-night 
beyond .the .limits of the ipiestion on which the 
vote oVthe I!U)use*is to*l)C talcen.* . •• 

. I have endeavoiuod to show, tlwft while, I wily 
lingly admit that the dict,\te!i of humanity, the 
principles of the Christian religion, aijd the spirit 
of the British Constitution repudiate slavery, there 
vs ijothing ill that admission which culls upon •us 
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to abolish the system, however odious, with a 
violence and ])rccipitaiicy, the ottcct of which 
would be to bring down ruin u[)on a lar^o class of 
our hdlow subjects, and to exchange the evils of 
slavery for those of anarchy and blr)od.shcd. I 
hope that I have also shown that the (government 
is sin<y;rc in its end/.'avour to carry into ettcct the 
wishes oi’ Parliament, wisely, temperately, soberly, 
in the spirit in wRich those wishes were conceived. 
But I also ho|iie that I shall have made it clear U> 
those whose iifteresls arc more directly involved 
in this great tpiestion, and whose agency is neces 
sary to the satisfactory solution oi‘ it, that what 
we j)n>(bs,s to do with temperance and soberness, 
wo are, at the same time, determined to do, or to 
see done. 1 trust it will be understood, that it is 
only because we do nut like any tiling which has 
the ajipearanee of menace, that I have nut to- 
night distinctly repeated the declaration, that if, 
contrary to our hope, we should be met by the 
colonies with eonlmintcio'js opposition, w'c shall 
come to Parliament for aid — an aid which Parlia- 
ment will not hesitate in grant mg’, to earr^' into 
execution its ow'u wholeso^ne and* holy deter- 
mination. 

' 'JMie House liivided — 

For Mr. HroiigliiiinV Itesoliitioii . . - . :38 


Against it - . 10() 

Majority CJ2 





OIMiNlN'G OF TIIK SKSSIOV. 
NOVEMBKk ilst, is jfi. 


'L'iik 1Iu>f. T. Lij)1)kll iiidvucI an Aililrcss, which, as 
ii.Mi.'tl, was an echo of the S|icii*h from 'I'liroiic. 

^ AFk. (J. Winn' (mcinbcr for IVIalduii), smuulcd the 
Address.^ • , . 

Mk* Ibsori'.iiAM comjdaiiied of n deviation from tlie esta- 
hli.died [iractiee of ^iviii^ to iiieiid»ers, esspeeially to the 
\o|ift^er OIK'S the opportniilty of kiiowiiifr, aiul of consider- 
in;;', liefoiv-liand, the iiriiiMipal topics adverted in in the 
speech t<» he deliveri'd at tlie openiiio- (»f a session. I'he 
liotiouralde and learned gentleman proceeded to advert to 
the vai'ijjiis l«)pics introilneed into the speech, lie particu- 
larly comiilained of the yiiiission of^[i\'lanil in the speech, 
or of any allusion to the affairs of that couhtry. lie also 
complained of the vague and iins:itisraclory manner in 
^\hich retreiichineiU in the piihlic. expenditiiiv was adverted 
to. Jlesides, it was rpiite inroiisfstent with the declafttlionof* 
the intended retreiKTnnent to proyirl tlje construction of 
jialaces, of architec\ural hnaiities, and ornamental improve- 
ments. 'J'he Itonourahliiaiid learned gentleiiian concluded 
hy enfyreing the iie^essit^ c/ tran«<^iiil)i/jng Ireland, and of 
keeping England poaceablp.hy every |)os.sible redtictioii of 
• public expenditure. ^ * * * 

Mu. SixKETAiw Canning’ said: — lam really, 
Sir, soinewliat at a loss to know what the honour- 
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able and, loarnc<] ^'cutlcmaii ' rc‘(iuir(‘s 'when ho 
spoul's of the barrenness of information in tlio 
s|)ecc*Ii from the throne, and of the necessity of 
uni|ilification under which, as he says, the honour- 
able mover and si^eonder of the Address felt 
themselves in con.s«.‘<[uenee. Nor can I exactly 
understand the jusltce of the com]>1aiut whieli we 
have heard in such loud tones from the honour- 
able and learned .i;;entleinan, with respect to the 
discontinuance of the. usu^e of communicating the 
contents of t1ic royal speech on the ‘evening 
before its delivery Ironi the throne. 1 undoubt- 
edly recollect that, during the early pericil of ir.y 
cx])erientyj in l*urliament',‘it was the custom, the 
night before the commeneement of a session, to 

I 

read to such members as might think ])roper to 
assemble to hear it, at a place called the (h.»ck- 
l*it, the speech witlf which the King’s .Ministers 
had advi.sed lli.s ;Vlaj<*sty to open the .se.ssion. 
Various inconveniences, however; which resulted 
'from K-jaf. practice have Ifuig occasitmed it*- dis- 
continuan(!e ; nor can T mny understand the ten- 
dency of tlic complaint made by the honourable 
and leui>:ied gentleman, nor conject lire what ad- 
vantai^e would have been dertved from bringing 
the spQOch iirdinaturely bdi/iV.the ptiblic. Let it 
also, Sii> be rccollcciod that, with the discon- 
tiu'iance df. a commimication ‘of the intended 
speech a few hours Ijcforo its dtlivery, has grotvn 
up* another custom, which must materially coiiur 
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tcrncl^. any evil, il’-evil there bo, resulting iVoni 
.such (liscontintianee ; nuiuely, lliat it is no( now 
usual (o insert in the spcoeli any passages which 
may call in ibc'Acldress iJir any pledge by the 
House ol‘ tin: jireci.se c<iursc which they may 
deem it expedient to adopt ; and, ihererore, that 
in thc‘]>n;seut day, the speeejt ro<piires iiotliing 
in the .Address beyond an ordinary and courteous 
reeiiirocatioii orgooil disposition?!. Tf the honoiir- 
.^blc and learned genlleiuan thinks there is any 
tilin'^ iff the .Address which will preclude any 
iionoiirabie gi'iilleinan who may assent to it iVoin 
tH,loing whatever pairliamentary course he may 
deem most advisable, with respect to ;pjy of the 
important ipiestions that may come under our 
disetissioii, he opposes it on fair and inti.diigible 
grounds. Hut it is notorious, that that is not the 
ea.se: and that on titis, the ftrst day of the fir.st 
session of a new Parliament, no attempt whatever 
has been made ,to pledge belbri’hantl those who 
may concur in the .\dfW'e.s.f to the supporl^if any, 
measures which ’ |lis .Mjije.sty's ,.Mini.sters may 
think it their duty to propose or advocate*. 'I'herc 
resjlly never-was a speech from Ihc throijc which, 
in eom|iliun<;c with fh«5 modern 'usage to wjjich I 
have been ach'crting.Jefs di.stinctlVfcCjdled Ibr any 
such pledge, thjin the speech •which is iniw under 
rf)ur consideration. The .truth is, Sir, that Parlia- 
ment has been assembled iyt* the prc.sent season, 
which, especially since the V^hui, i.s uiidoubtcjilly 
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a very ipeonvonient period of the year, iwt for 

the puiposo Ilf prccii>itating any ol- those important 

discussions which rc(]nirc tlie fullest attendance 

# 

and the most patient deli!)orati()*n, but because, in 
defence of the laws and of the Cpnstitntion of the 
country, it has iiecn tlanigltt right to call Parlia- 
ment together to provide an indemnity tor Ifis 
ISlajcsty’s (government, in consequence of the 
measure by whiili, although under \\*ltat appcare<l 
to tlicm to be a great,. J»nd urgent necessity, they 
violated thos'c'laws and that (’onslituti«fti. ■ It is 
true. Sir, that without offering any very great 
insult to the laws or to the (Constitution, and tiiat, 
without {\ny very extnivagant stretch of the royal 
l^rcrogative, the meeting of ]*arl lament might, 
pcrhajis, in the present instance, leave been de- 
ferred. lint although II is Majesty's Ministers 
felt that the postjitinemeut 'might, in this case, 
have taken ]Mace without any great impropri(.'ty, 
they also felt that the jirecedent of postponement 
, might,, be mischievous. •Although they' felt as 
.sure of the apjirokiation of .Parliament for the 
step winch they took, as* men •can be who are 
conscious that they only did that to. which they 
wcrc,prompt.ed by ah ovoV-rulhig mjccssity, they 
jilso felt that tiiey should'.'havg beeh wanting in 
duty to tlie King, ncid'in respect. to the Constitu- 
tion, if they did not advise Ilis Majesty to summon 
Parliament c-xprc-ssly, for ^hc ]>jr|)osu of passhig 
judgineiit on the extent of ' the necessity to winch 
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they submitted, aiid on the soundness of the dis- 
cretion ■which they had exercised. (Jn this, sub- 
ject*, Sir, mudli as 1 liave reason, in coniinon with 
the IJonsc at lar^e, to admire the speech of the 
honourable secojider of the Address, and much as 
I have reason to ])c ]»crsonally thankful to the 
honourable {gentleman lor many of the sentjments 
whicli lie so ably expressed, I cannpt say that f 
shall be disposed to elaim the ajiprobation of the 
House, precisely on the gr,ounds • stated by my 
honourilblc friend, lam vcry’far from thinking 
that that is the best ])ossiblc slate of the law on 
Ihjs important (|uestion, whieh requires this occa- 
sional and irregufar intarposition of Ilis,!\Iajesty's 
(rovernment. [ am the last man in this House 
to atgue that such a condition of the law is desir- 
able ; for it may be reniein bored, that among the 
motives whieh werd urged by me,, towards the 
conclusion of the last session of I’arliament, to 
induce the House to agree to the bill for the intro- 
duction of bonded cohii, was the cxpedicjiey of, 
dimihishing, as ibyeh as possible, the necessity 
for the exercisf! of {tny*discretion on the 'subject, 
on ,the jiart of His Majesty’s Clbvcrnmcnt. The 
object, theriJiire,«wVtiOli we hA\e in view .jn the 
_ pro]K>sed Hill of Indi^Ajnity is, net to elidit the 
approbation of J’arliaincnf* oC any general mea- 
sure, but to obtaiy a particular sancti»)n for a par- 
ticular measure, arising ,froni an evident and un- 
avoidable necessity. 
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I F, howi’vcr, the liunourable and learned, gcu- 
tloman complains that llis Majesty's speech docs 
not contain any direct intimation 'of the course 
\vhieh it is His IVTajesty's Ministers' intention to 
pursue, witli respect to a subject which at present 
agitates the feelings of so large a portion of the 
commjanity, he wjjl pcrha])S ho satislied ’when I 
assure him ;ind the IToiise that at a very early 
period after our next meeting, 1 shall be prepared, 
on the part of‘Ilis Majesty's (Jovernment, tojn’o- 
posc such ineffcaircs with regard to the CJo.'n J^aws, 
ns in their o])inioii will be benciicial to the country, 
and conciliatory towards all the great interests 
involved Jn the deteriniKation of tin* <|nestion. 
At least. Sir, it shall be shown, that Ills Ma- 
jesty's Ministers have no disposition to shrink 
from the subject ; and I again pledge mystdf, us 
the organ <if His ‘^Majesty's (»ovcrnmcnt, that 
many weeks shall not elapse after our meeting 
again, before 1 bring it under the consideration 
of tluj_ Ifouso. Such ‘bcirig the ease, I trust that 
I shall not be considered as saying any thing 
disrespectful to the Housci 'wheii I declare that I 
will not^be provoked into any preniaturc or partial 
discussion of a rplesfion which .demands the most 

full and dclibQrati; cuntddctajtion. 1'iie honourable 

«. • • • 

and learned gentU'mtiu has said that the honour- 
ahlc seconder of the Address, in adverting to thott 
passage of tlic Kiug’.^ speech w.hich declares, that 
** the estimates for the ensuing year shall be 
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rurin«d with ns niirch ntlontion to cconojny ns the 
exigencies of the ]nib)ic service will ndniit,l' ap- 
|ii‘nred to entertain an alarm that the economy 
alluded to woulfl be excessive ; while, on the 
ulher hand, liu^hiinsclf was exceedingly appre- 
hensive that it would fall infinitely short of what 
was rrt|uisile. Ileally, Sir,* wo ought to feel 
some satisfaction at having framed ^a paragraph 
with such skill as to excite opinions so coutradic- 

flirv. . 

* • • • 

'fhe hTtiiourable and learned gentleman, how- 
ever, says that it is an indefinite expression. 
Iiijltdii'.ite it ncciissarily must be, unless it had 
been ]>raeticai)le to introduce details ;• but 1 do 
assure the honourable and learned gentleman 
Ibat Ihe most extravagant eonstruetion which bis 
jiowerful imagination cun put on the apprehen- 
sion of the lioiiouralile seconder of the Address, 
is not move extravagant than the antagonist 
iipproheiisiou which the honourable*and learned 
geiitli^maii himself jirofcsses to entertain. The 

honourable and learned gentleman appears to have 
§ ® * 1 
“ some monster mi bis* thoughts," the nature ol 

wliifli it is impossible for me to coiijeclure. All 

J can Say is, »tliat1:heVc*is nolbing in the ciiNtcm- 

plation of Ills IMpjcsly's ‘iMinistc*^ •which eaiv 

justify the hunonrablc aiuf Icarncil gculleman’s 

idarin at that, whatever, it may bo,, for wdiicti, 

having no place *111 llis Majesty’s speech, the 

lionuurableand learned gentleman imagines a place 

voi.. VI. r. . 
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elscwliero. [Mr. Itronjirhnni said somctliing across 
the table, Vt'hich was indistinctly audible in the 
House.] 

Then really. Sir, the honourable and learned 
gentleman has thrown a gj’cat deal of very good 
indignation away. T should be glad to know on 
what 'terms His Jtlajesty’s (Sovemnicnt* could 
secure thcinsulvcs from the imjuitation of criminal 
expense, on the part of the honourable anti 
learned go\)tleinan. « I grant. Sir, that if the 
honourable and learned geiitleinau thinks we 
ought, on the spur of* a temporary pressure, to cut 
down and change all the e.\‘isting establishinents 
of the co-untry— f grant that if that is the honour- 
able and learned gi'iitlenian's project, no such 
thing is ill our intention ; nor, I am sure, would 
any such proceeding receive the sanction of this 
House, nor uf the people at large, whom it jiro- 

fessed to benefit. 1’he honourable ami learned 

*■ 

gentleman thinks that the best accoiujiauiment 
and cbiipolation to a suficViiig ])CO|)lc is thf^ sus- 
pension of all*publ1c buildings. I am of a con- 
trary opinion. T think that a prosecution of ]mblic 
works iliust be available to fheir, relief. 'I’o me it 
appd^trs that if people want btead'-it is a strange 
‘remedy for’iKcir distress,’ t6 feuspend the employ- 
ment by which alo'iic'they can procure it. While 
tJiC character of the coMitry remains what it is, 
Jhe deciiiit splcndoiii of the Crtiwn, and the com- 
fort of ^ the people, will never be considpred 
incompatible objects : the dignity of high stations 
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will not be regarded with an enviuus eye,; nor will 
(»nc class of the cuninuinity lind any consolation 
for Uieir own evils in pulling down another. Not 
u])prehL'nding tliAt any such disposition exists in 
any i)art of the public, 1 can assure the honoiirablu 
and learned geiitlcnuin that it is not ihe intention 
of llis* Majesty's (iovcrnnienfr to carry euonoiny 
to such an extent as to induce that public to turn 
round and charge us with going itito an extreine. 
The honourable and learned gent'leiuan is dissa- 
tisfied \^ith the declaration iii the speech, that 
the estimates sitall be formed with as much 
aU(*'!itiou to ecouoin'v as the cxijrencies of tins 
|)ublie service will pernrit." Does the lionourable 
and learned gentleman su|>posc that there ttre no 
exigencies in the public service ? lliis this country 
no station to maintain ? Is nothing reciuired from 
us towards the maintenance of ti'umpiillity in 
Europe? Maj' we not, at a moderate charge, 
prevent the ooeurreiice tif an evil Nvhicli, in a 
single twelvemonth, '\'ould plunge us, i.tto an* 
ex]>ense greater than an ill Judged veunumy would 
balance in a coui’se of ^’ears ? llis .Majesty says, 
in his spcecJl, tliat He " is exerting himstdf with 
unreinitting sihxidty,’ either ’singly, or in tyjUjunc- 
tionwith his ’allies,* rs well to arrcj'tlhe progre:^ 
of existing hostilities, as td pfevent the, interrup- 
tion of ]>eacc in*dift’cre»t parts of .the worjd,’* 
Doc.s the honourable .and> 'Icarnotl gentleman 
believe, that, in order to cHcct this object, k I's 

¥.2 . 
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not necossiirv to maintain considcrabiu cstaWisli- 

• I 

lucnt? /' It' we look at tlic new world, arc there 

I 

not contests goiiiy; on which humanity n’<]u'iros 

should be put an end to? In thirope, have we 

not an ally whose condiliou solicits our aid; an 

ally in such a situation that any hesitation or 

fliictnation of polury, on our part, might' invite 

an attack upon her ? ;May not our presence on 

the spot ])revent an aggression on the power to 

which 1 allude? Is not the Kuglish fleet now ill 

the Tagus, aii <il)viously wise and ccf'mchnieal 

expense ? AVill it. not be advisable to continue that 

expense, if it is calculated to jm-venf an exploshyi. 

f?ie couso‘.(uencos of whrt'h lU) one can fbreset* ? 

Do not let it be suppetsed, by my adopting this 

illustration of the necessitv of a certain establish- 

•/ 

incnt, that it is the policy of 1 1 is ^Majesty’s 
(b)vernment*to meddle with the internal affairs •)f 
other countri(-s. I trust we know the limits of our 
duty too wefl. It is our duty to take care that 
• the frentjers of Portugal shall not be crossed by 
an offensives army : 'but it is not our duly to give 
one faction, or party, aif ascendancy over the 
rest. TiJic force which wc‘niainlah) at. Lisbon, 
tlicrckforc, is maintahicd, ' not with'tany view of 
interfering MI <hc iateniai.affa>(s of Portugal; not 
with any. view of ihtiibidating anj' party m Por- 
titgal ; but pimply witlu a view to prevent .suck 
acts of foreign hosfdity a;;, in their conscqucnoe.s, 
might involve Europe in the horrors of war. ^ It 




is oif that ground,' that 1 take oivr conduct 
lywards Portugal as an illustration of the wisd«»ni 
and necessity of maintaining certain establish- 
ments; and 1 challenge the honourable and learned 
gentleman, ^vlu> desires us to cut down all our 
establishments, to put his hand at this moment on 
any ot* our establishments as ufmoeessary, in which 
1 will not show that tlicre are the seeds of safety; 
in which [ will not show that there are the roots 
of a well tirdered, a well reg,ulai.ed, and a per- 
manbnt I'cenomy. That is the sense in which the 
"speech I'rom the throne adverts to possible exigen- 
cies of the publi,e service. There is no intention, 
under that name, to .<tlu!lter any of those extra- 
vagant propositions, the probability of which the 
lioiioiirable and learned gentleman a|>pears to 
eoiileinjjlate. There is no i)art of the ]U)licy now 
pursued l»y llis .Majesty's CJovernmciit, dependent 
on the establishments of the count rv, which 1 am 
not ready to through, point by ])onit, and show 
its real ellieacy and uMimatc tK’onomy; ;nid that; 
Sir, as [ conceive’, the olily possible answer 
which [ can give to llie conjectures of the honour- 
alvle aivd learned gentleman. • 

With regard td the condition of Ireland, *1 shall 
only observe, thai llie !\bsence itf "any tf)pic in 
the speech from the throne, docs not at all pre- 
*elude Parliament from entertaining the consi(Jc''.a- 
tibii of that topid, if i^ should think tit so to do. 
.The speech states those points alone respecting 
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which it isJntended by His Majesty’s Gorcrndient 
to call on Parliament to adopt some proceeding*, 
it is not our intention, at present, to bring before 
Parliament any specific measure 'respecting Ire- 
land; but that will not prevent lany individual 
member from agitating the subject. I will not, 
huwevOT, be tcmptevl by what has fallen from the 
honourable and learned gentleman, to say another 
word about it. The honourable and learned gen- 
tleman knows as weAl a.s 1 do, that if, in the 
course of the session, the ((uestiou to whi&li 1 
allude should come under consideration, I shall 
be ready to meet — not the honourable and learned 
gcnth'many fur our opinion's on the question agree 
— but the (]uestion itself, as I alw'ays have met it, 
with the most anxious and determined attention. 
Sir, not having been able exactly to understand 
the purpose of the honourable and learned gcntlc- 
man's speech ; but understanding that he does 
nut mean to object to the Address, T have perhaps 
said eifough on the present' occasion; but I cannot 
sit down without congratulating the House on the 
accession of talent which they ha^’e gained in the 
liunourablc member (.Mr. I.iddell' who opened the 
debalV of this evening. I trust, from the promising 
(.ommenccniedt of that’ honobnablc member’s par- 
liamentary career, that he will not confine himself 
te itn occasional display, out that he will illustrate,* 
by the display of his abilities, the'Various importsCnt 
questions which, from time to time, come under 
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our cpH^'xicration. . 1 may also be allowed to say, 

that so far fnun^ my feeling the part wMiicli the 
ho'liourabic nrarer and seconder have taken' this 
night tile less ac(;e])table in consequence of their 
declarations; -that they are determined to exercise 
their own judgments on the subjects which may 
come under their consideration ; — that they will 
endeavour to keep their minds free from prdjudicc 
and open to conviction; — and that they arc resolved 
to mix a general support of II is Majesty’s ( Jovern- 
ment,wiith a general spirit of independence, I expe- 
dience the greatest ])Icasure in hearing the state- 
nu^«lt. Sueh are the minds from whom we hope for 
the most beneiiciid, because the most honourable 
aid; and it is only with such (jualiiicalions, and 
under such restrictions, that Ills Majesty’s CjSo- 
verninent ask the support of any man \vhi> now 
sits in this 1 louse fur the lirs^ time. 

Two aiiK-iuImonts won- nuivwl, the one l)y Hr. Iliiitie, 
which was iii>gative(l hy 'a majority of eighty-thri'c, anil the 
other by Mr. (irattan, wli^ph 'vas negatived by a majority 
of seventy-seven, after which the original Atldrc.ss was 
agreed to. • • * 
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Mi{. ^Ai.dkkman A’^AiTifMAN iiiovccJ, “ 'IMiat a Slic'd 
Coiiiinittcu be a|)|ioinU'(l to inc(uire into the origin, manage- 
iiient, and pivseiit stiite of the Joiiit Stock (\)m|ianies, 
which have been formed during the years 1S121, 1S2;>, am* 
182(i; and t^i report tlie same, with any specjrd matter 
toiiehing the condiiet of any inembi rs of this I loiise.’^ 

Mk. Skchktakv' Canxin’c;'* assured llu* Iionniirable 
alderman (Mr. Waithnian), that if lie announced his in- 
teiition of till anieiidiiii.nt to the motion before (he 

House, it was not with any desire to obstruct the' object 
wliieli that jiropositioii had in view, Iiiit rather to plaei' it 
u|K)ii a more ])ractlcab1e fcuiting than it stood at presiait. 
'I'hc honourable alderman had observed, but a few minutes 
since, to scniie friends who were suggesting something to 
him, that he would be glad if they would let Iiini alone, 
for he could do but one thing at a time:" Now, he 
« thougiK that principle so sound a one, that he wished it, if 
possible*, to be acted upon throughout the transaction. 
Thinking that the lionoiirnble alderman had Jaid before Par- 
liament a siillicient case to waiTantriiespecilic.in([uirv,to that 
impiirv he was perfectly ready t.) givq his .consent ; - but he 
wished, tliat, to that one im|uiry, in the first instance, the 
Attention of tBe^Iousc* should he dmfined. He diil not 
mean, thePi1>y, to jirecliiile any further in(|iiirv, if the 
Ufiiise should«afterwards think it right to enter into any : 
but, in the beginning, ho was .jierfceriy sure it woiihPbe 
Belter, on all accounts, to cun/iiie its attention to a single 
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uhjcct.' And, ^vitli tikis view — the liuiioiirable ^ildeniiairs 
motion heinfr for a <;oleri conimittee to imtuire intv 
origin and niann^emont of the joint stcx'k companies which 
had been formed tliirjnnr the years IS'JJ, 182;>, and 1826, 
with jKiwer to i‘eport any sjH'cial matter connected witli tlie 
coikIucl of members' of tliat IIoiisi^ — he should propose, as 
an amendment, to leave out the words companii's formed 
during tlie years ltS21', 1825, and 18^6,’' and substitute in 
their place, the Ari^iia Iron and (*oal ^lininsr Company/’ 
In Mi!;£;estin^ llie alteration, he nii^ht add, that neither he, 
iwr tlmsc with whom he acte<l, felt^lhe sliirhlest dis]>osition 
to scre^*n ^froni exposure' any parties guilty ol’ misconduct. 
If the ])urpos(' of the honourable alderman wiTc ])ractical 
^ood^ he seemed disposed to laimcli on so wide an ocean, 
(hat even if hi- ever a»Tived at the end of his voyai^e of dis- 
covery, it would be prolon^rfd to such a distant \late, as to 
di'prive the iiupiirv of its most material advantages. Now, 
he was dcMrous of steering;; for tme pinnt in the lirst instanci*, 
and afterwarils, if it wen? ftminl expedient, to proceed in 
(piest of new advent ure>! As at pn seiit framed, it was 
impossible to a^rei* to the motion, since its terms would in- 
clude many joint stock C(Hiipanies, not in.the /'ontcinplation 
even of the honourable nldcrmap himself. Many ])('rsons 
» of the piost unimpeaeltidde ehnraetors had embarked in spe- 
culations of this deseription, for tlie nin^t irri'proacbablo 
eiuls. (\>mpaiiies of' rail-roads, piers, harbours, ^as-li^hts, 
iiiul many otlier laiidalilb objects, liad been established, 
diirin(;Vhe vears> niei.Hioned* in the motion ; and intdjhese 
' lu* prt^iimecl it v’ns luit intcru1i.-(I to enrry t1\o iiivi-sti^atiun. 
e did not apprehend that the h«noura1>U' alderman meant 
to cast any imputation upon the ])arties who had engaged in 
these useful speculations. , ■* • ' 

Ma. Alukum.x N said, he hafi no such 

design in the inotiun he hud submitted to the IIousjL'. 
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j\[u. Canning repented, that at some future he 
should not resist inc|uiry into the origin, mid innnn^eiiieiit of 
other companies, if a ease at all like that against the Ari^na 
Company could be established in the^tinit instance;. Now, 
enough had passed in the matter of that eompaiiy, to lead 
the House to a gra\e suspicion that rfiere had been in the 
conduct of that company matter for in(|uiry. The allega- 
tions against it had bciMi liistinet. They bad been urged 
with strong and decided epithets, by those who supported 
the accusation ; and, on the part of the defence, there had 
been an admission of such conduct as it was necessary that 
the House .^loidd examine into. ])y (he eov'^^rse which 
lie t(M>k, he did not mean to |)rejudge the rpiestion as to any 
case \ but he was b(»und to say that, wi^th respect to the 
other companies which the lionourahle alderman had nieii- 
tioiied, lie*Jid not think that*' he had made out any such 
case as against the Arigiui (\>iiipauy ; or a sutficieiit ease, 
indeed, to institute iiu|uiry. Itut, whatever was done must 
be dune by specific iiiutioiis; because he wascjuite sure that, 
by going into the general in(|uiry, the honourable ahlermaii 
would only merge his own oiijeet in a mass of impraelieable 
details. For, himself, he was jiorfeetly ready to go into an 
im|uiry upon the distiuc'k chaege against the Arigiia Com- 
pany ^lov/ ; and, afterwards, he should be just as wdling to. 
receive another* cliarjJ^ against^ ally otlu-r company, as to 
which the same degree of coiiviclioii 'in his mind tiiat there 
had been niisinuiiageineiit, should arise. I{ut lie could not 
consult to some of llic pfo]M>siAoifs w kicli lyid bei'ii Felied on, 
ill bringing fop%'urd the jnotiSii^. , lie ccAdd not assent io> 
the honourable gent1^>nn\fk's opinion, that this country was 
injured at home, and its cliuractcr pn'jiidiced in foreign couii- 
*trk:5, by theft' joint stock com})anies. He could not Init 
say, that lie thought soiAc of bur joint stixrk companies* con - 
fiA'red honour, as well as advantage, on the country. ,Sonie 
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uf our li'cst iincl noblest institutions owed their prigin to, 
anil were supported by, joint stock associations. He had 
only to* instance tlie Bonk, and East India Company. He 
must dissent altogetherifroni so much of the motion as went 
to inculpate, upon funeral and undefined clinrj['cs, so large 
a number of distinguished and irre])roachabIe individuals 
eniinected with them, and to consign them to unmerited 
repruhation. With respect to the naiVies «)f the mei.ibers 
whom the lionourable alderman ])ro|X)si'd to constitute the 
committee, a list of them hud been put into bis hands. 
C'c'rtaiiily they were very respectable ^ hut, at the same time, 
• lie coiildi^ioi^lielp remarking, that no less than fourteen, out 
of the seventeen, were of the honourable alderman's side in 
politic^ The lionourable alderiiian himself seemed to 
admit, that the greati**’ nuiiihcr of sinners were on liis own 
side of the House ; and it was on that ground thut he ol)- 
ji'cted to so many names from that sidi* ; for it was not 
exactly right, that so ninny sinners should be ap|M>intc(l to 
try sinners. It was his wish, that the eoniniittee should Ik^ 
im])urtially chosen ; so thaf, on the cmc hand, there iiiiglit 
he none upon it whose fellow-feelings might proiii])t them 
to screen guilt, or, on the other, whose indignation at these 
transactions might carry them beyond the boundaries of 
justice. .• 

The right hnnournbic J;entlcman concliiifed by moving 
his amendment, the effect of which was to rcstri^ the 
inipiiry of the roininittee mto the origin, conduot, and 
management of the Arigna' Mining Comjiany. \« 

■. The Amendment was iigrbed to.' 
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'J'llK KING’S AIKSSAIiK. 

Dl^OKMJtKK rjili, IS’iil: 

CiKORf^ii: U. 

“ Ilis ]\r;ij(‘st y a(‘(|iiAiiits the TIihiso of ( 'onir.iuiis thm 
Ilis ^lajc'sty lisis rirrivcd siii e:inu‘Sl .ipjiliratioii fnini the 
JViiRvss of INniiiijal, rlaiinin^, in virtue of the 

ancient oliliGr-iiidHs of .iHi.iiici* and aiuity between Ills Ma- 
jesty and tlu‘ <*n)wn (if l*ortii*;aU lIiV Majesty "s aid apja^nst 
an hostile *i^^ressioii from Spain. ^ , 

“ riis 'Majesty has exerted himself for some time jiasi, 
in conjiinetion with Ills Alajesty's allvn the IviiiG* of 
I'Vaiiee, t<» prevent such an ajj^res^ion : and repiatud as- 
sn raucesi have bi'Cii ^iveii hy the Court, of Madriil of the 
determination of llis Catliolic Majesty neither to commit, 
nor to allow to be commitli‘d from llis Catholic .Maj*'>ty's 
territory, any a^j^ression against Portugal; but His -Ma- 
jesty has learned, with deeji concern, that notwilh.staiiilin*^ 
these assurances, hostile inrosids into tin? territory of JN)r- 
tn^al liave been conei-rted in Spain, and have been i‘xe- 
ented under the eyes of Sptinish anlhi*rilies by Portu- 
guese regiments, wliicU lia(Kiesi‘rte(( into Spain, and wliieli 
tile S|imiisli (bivernmenl bad re}^>atedly and sole;nnly en- 
gu/^ed to di.s:tPiii and to dispe,rs(^ 

‘‘ His Majesty leaves iio'irfibri amexbansted to awaken 
the Si^aiiish (fovermneiit to the dangerous con.secjuences 
of^diis apparent ^^)nn^vai 1 c^*f • ' • 

**• llis Majesty makes Uks commiiniralioii to the IToiisn 
<if CommoTis^ wilb the 7ull* and' entire confidence, that his 
faithful- Ccmiinons will afford to llis A I ajesty their cordial 
concurrency' and siipjxirt .in iiiainliiniiig the faith of trea^- 
ties, and in securing , against foreign hostility the, safety 
and indc]ioiuleiicc of the kingdom of P(»rtugal, the oldest 
ally ’of Great Britain. • . 


(;. K. 
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.Mh. Shcrktakv Ca-nkixc iiinrcd tin* Ortici" of the 
Jh'iy, for takiiii' into uoiisiileratioii His jVlajesly's j^rucioiis 

'rill- Messiiiri- was t]u-ii n-jiil.* 


AfR. Sr.c.ui'.TAR V (’AXN’i\(i. — Mr. Speak c-r,— ■ 
In propo-sin;' to the 1 rouse of jUoininons to^ ac- 
knowledge, by an humble and dutiini Address, 
Ills Majesty's most graeirms messsige, and torepl^r 
to*it in terms which will be, iij otteet, an echo of 
‘ the. senjiiAents, and a fuHilment of the antieipa- 
Jiuns of that message, T feel that, however confi- 
dent*! may be m the justice, anil however clear 
as to ilie policy of lliemea.' 4 m(‘s therein annouticed, 
it becomes me, as a lirilisli Minister, recommend- 

* At iho liiiii' t'l’ lilt* piililfcntioii nf llu* c.■.■)rroctl■fl ropurt i»f this 
it vra*: JK*:!' ril'd iliul it diiriTi-d in.'itniidly IriMii llir- spi'i-fli, 
ii'i s|)-.k«ii hy Mr. (I'aniiiii'j:. 'I'hc KililDr nf tliis work 

li:i|)|)i'iiN In h:i\(: in his ’^iD-s- ssimi the nncinal pninf rrt|iy, siili- 
iiiiltnl I'ltr f:iiiTi-riiiin, with Mr. ( 'auiiinji’s alli ratinns ; ami tliDUL'Ii it 
f'.iiinoi lic i1 niid that ina^iy alti-ratiims won' made in it, yet thoyare 
alti'ratiniis ratlHT of style ami lani^fiaire ikaii nf scntiiiient. As a fair 
fi>t hy \vlii(.h til di'li rniiii * tlie ainirni y nf this ohsm-acion, tho 
Ivlit'T wi'iikl ri'fiT 1(» llif IntU'v hnff llrst spiA'cli *>r Mr. (\m- 
iiiii'jion ihr alFairs of l*isrtfljal, wiiicli C'liatcanhriand, in tho. 

l-n'm.'h (.'hainhiT nf JN'its, i{nih.i'd as the most iiliji'Ctifiiiahlc pas.<n;;o 
in till- spf'i.vcii. Tho ivjwirt fro'*i -vhich tho m hlo l*i*or (pintod it was 
that, which ajipoarod in llie .l/i>ryiyw[/ f in wliich •joiitnal 
tlio ])assnj;o was repurti?d by «i i;vuMoni»ii wIhj has Vffiiyht tlio very 
useful accomplishment <if sliorl-hand writing to tho utmast flo^rct? 
fif jM-rfoclion of which it is siiscoptihlo. On a comparison nf this part 
nf the speech in the ori'^^inal and cnmctwl re|)«»rts, there will not hi* 
fduiid'n siii|.jlc oinissioii of alteration, CKCCph as has been already 
roinurked, an alteration of shjle and luiiQn>njx\ — I^DITOU. 
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ing to Parliament atiy step which may af)proxi- 
niate this country even to the hazard of a war, 
while I explain the grounds of that proposal, to 
accompany my explanation with expressions of 
regret. 

I can assure the House, that there is not within 
its walls any set *of men more deeply convinced 
than his Majesty's Ministers — nor any individual 
more intimately persuaded than he who has now 
the honour of addressing yon — of the vital iin- 
portanceof the continuance of peace, to this coun- 
try and to the world. So strongly am I impresSV:d‘ 
with this opinion — and for reasjons of which V.will 
put tho House more fWly in possession before 1 
sit down— that, I declare, there is no question of 
doubtful or controverted policy — no opportunity 
of present national advantage — no precaution 
against remote (lifficulty— which T would not 
gladly compromise, pass over, or adjourn, rather 
than call on Parliament to sanetion, at this mo- 
incbt,jauy inca.sure which had a tendency, to in.- 
volve the country in war. , Hut, at the sjime time. 
Sir, 1 feel that which has been felt, in the best 
times* of English history, t)y the best , statesmen 
ofitliis country, and by the Parliafncnts by whom 
those statesmen werp suppdsted — I feel that there 
are twA causes, ahd but two causes, which cannot 
• Ijc either compromised; pa.ssed over, or adjourn&d. 
These causes arc, adherence to the national faith, 
aud«rcgartl for the national honour. 
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Sir,* if 1 did not consider both these causes as 
involved in the i>roposition which I have this day 
to make to you, I should not adcJress the House, 
ns [ now do, in tlie full and entire conftdcncc that 
the gracious conimunicntiou of llis Majesty will 
be met by the House with the concurrence of 
which }lis Majesty has declared his expectation. 

In order to bring the matter which I have to 
submit to you under the cogni/nnee of the House 
iiT the shortest and clearest manner, I beg leave 
to state if, in the first instance, divested of any 
• c«)1 lateral considerations. It is a case of law and 
of Ijilit : — of national law on the one hand, and of 
notorious fact on the othsr ; such as it must be, 
in my opinion, as impossible for Parliament as it 
was for the (iovernment, to regard in any but oiie 
light; or to come to any but one conclusion 
upon it. 

Among the alliances by which, at different 
j)criods of onr hi.story, this country has been con- 
nected with the otluT natioiis of Europe, none is 
so ancient in origin, and so precise iu obligation — 
none has continued so long and been observed so 
faithfully — ofMione is the memory so intimately 
intcrwbvcn with the most brilliant records of our 
' triumphs, as that by v.'hich Circat B.dtain is con- 
nected with Portugal. It nates back to distant 
centuries ; it has survived an endless variety of 
fortunes. Anterior in existence to the accession 
of the House of Braganza to the throne of Poitu- 
gal — it derived, however, fresh vigour from that 
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event ; and never, from that epoch to the jirescnt 
hour, lias the jnde])cndcut monarchy of l*ortu"al 
ceased to be nurtured by the frieddship of tircat 
Britain. This alliance has never been scriousi}' 
iiitcrrii[)ted : but it has been rcn,c\vcd by repeated 
sanctions. It has been maintained under dilli- 
culti^s by which the lidelity of other alliances was 
.shaken, and lias been vindicated in fields of blood 
and of glory. 

That tlicalliancc^vith )*ortngal has been always 
unqualifiediy advantageous to this coui/iry — that 
it has not beiwi .sometimes inconvenient and soniie-.- 
tiines burdensome— 1 am not bound nor prep.u'ed 
to maintain. But no British statesman, so far as 
1 know, has ever suggested the expediency of 
shaking it oft': and it isa.s.suredly not at a nmment 
of need, that honour, and what I may be allowed 
to call national s^ympathy; \vonld permit us to 
weigh, with an over-scrnpiilous e.\aetnes.s, the 
amount of \lifliculties and dangers atteuduiit upon 
its kuthful and .steadfast .bb.servance. AV’hat feel- 
ings of’national hquour woulil’forbid, is l«>rhidden 
alikc*i)y the plain dictates of iditional faith. 

It i:^ not at distant periods of hi.storv, and in 
by-^onc ages oifly,* that* the 1 facets of 'the union 
bct\^een («j;cat Britpiir'ai^d, J'ortfigal arc to bo- 
found. ^ In the la<it •compact ol) modern Europe, 
the comjract which forpis thejjasis of its present 
international law-*-l mean the Treaty of Vienna 
of I.'^IS — this country, with its ej^es open to the 
po.ssibie incunvcnieuce.s of the connection,' but 
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with a memory awake to its past benefits — so- 
lemnly renewed, the previously exislinij obliga- 
lion.<rol'aniane£ and amity with Portugal. T will 
take leave to readHo the ifoiise the third article 
of the Treaty coi^cluded at V^ieiina in Isl.'i, be- 
tween (jireat Britain on the one hand, and I’ortu- 
;^.d on the other. Ills eoiicho^ in the followiiig 
terms: — ‘‘The Treaty of .Alliance eoiicluded at 
Biu de .Janeiro, on the lOth of rolirnary, J-Slo, 
bt'.iii'' founded on eircumstan(,‘es of a temporary 
nature* w'hich have lin]>pily ceased to exist, tlie. 
, said Treaty is hereby declared to be void in all 
its jiarts, and of no i-ttbct ; irilhuiil /iirj/a/iiv, hme- 
i rcr, tolhcam-huil /railirs tnnt 

irhh'h htnr and . to liapjtihi -sKhshtcil 

Iniurvfi the tiro Crou'it.t, and ir/iic/t arr /icrrfij/ rrnnvrd 
fa/ the hii^h onitrarl'ni;^ parties, and achnowlfth^rd 
to he of fall force and ifert." • 

In order to appreciate the force of this stipu- 
lation, — recent inj)oin< of time, reecnt*also in the. 
sanction of Parliament, *.-tht’ House will perliaps 
allow me to cxplaih. shortly thp eire,umstauces in 
reference to whibh it was contracted. In tlic 
year^lS()7, wlkcn, upon the. declaration of l^iiona- 
partc, that tliQt lliuisC iM* Br.i!,'ifii/.a had ceased 
‘to reign, the King of VoVtugal, by llip^advic'e of 
Great Britain, was induced* tv set sail for the 
liU'a/.ils ; almost at^thc very* moment of His Most 
Faithful Majesty’s enibarkatigir, a secret conven- 
tion was signed between His Majesty and th,e 
'vOL. VI. F 
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King of .Portugal, stipulating that, in the icvcnt 
of His IMost I'aithfiil Majc.sty's establishing the 
scat of his (ioveiTuiiunt in Hru/il, XIreat Britain 
Tvould never acknowledge any other dynasty than 
that of the House of ]iragan/a on the throne ol 
Portugal. That conventiini, T say, was contem- 
poraneous with the migration to the Brazils; a 
step of great importance at the time, as removing 
from the grasp of Pnonaparte the sovereign family 
of Braganza. .Afterwards, in the year l.slo, when 
the .'*eat of the King of ’Pi.»rtngars ( Jov crimient 
was e.stablishetl at Bio do .Janeiro, and when "'t 
seemed jirobable, in the then appaVently hopt'less 
condition of the aHairs- of Knro]>e, that it W'as 
likely long to continue there, the .secret conven- 
tion of 1S07, of which the main object wa.s afccoin- 
plished by the fact of the emigration to Brazil, 
was abrogated, aiid a new and ]>ublic treaty Avas 
concluded, into which w'as transferred the stipula- 
tion of the eoiivcntion of*lS07, binding Creat 
Britain, so long as Hih I'ai'thful Majesty should be 
compelled to reside in Brazil, hot to acknowledge 
any o'thcr sovereign of Bortugal than a member 
of the House of .Braganza. That stipulation which 
had hitherto been .viVvr/, thus L-icame jMttoU, and 
part’of the. known law' of' nations. ’ 

In the year 181 1, fu conseiiuencc of the happy 
conclusion of the war, the option was adurded to 
tile King of Portugal of returning to his European 
dominions. It was then felt tlral, as the necessity 
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of llis Most Faillifiil Majesty’s aS).scnco ftom l*or- 
tajfal had ccasrtl, the ground of (lie obligation 
originally contracted in the secret convention of 
1S07, and nftcn,vards transferred to the patent 
1’rcaty of 1 S 1 (), ^^•as removed . Th c T rcaty of I X 1 0 
was therefore annulled at the Congress of Vienna ; 
and in lieu of the sti|nilation itbt to acknowledge 
any other sovereign of Portugal than a incmher 
of the House of Hraganza, was substituted that 
which T liavo just read to the House. 

Annhlling the Treaty of IS 10, the Treaty of 
* V*ieniia renews and conlirins, (as the House will 
Jtaw seen), all /«/•///(•;• treaties between (Jreat Bri- 
tain and Portugal, dcseiibing them as “ amaent 
treaties of alliance, friendship, and guarantee as 
having *'* long and happily subsisted between the 
two crowns;" and as being allowed, by the two 
high contracting parties, to remain “ in full force 
and ettcct.” 

What then is the force — what is the effect of 
those ancient treaties ? 1 am prepared to show to 
the House what it Is., Put before I do so, 1 
must say, that if all the treaties, to which this 
article of the Treaty of* Vienna refers had pc'rished 
by some convulsion of mature, or had by sjdtnc 
extraordinary accickAit beep consigi'icd to t«)tal 
oblivion, still it would be impossible not to admit, 
an incontcstiblc* infcrc/tcc from this* article of 
the Treaty of Vienna alone, that in a moral point 
of, vipw, there is incumbent on Croat B.ritaid, 
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adu(‘ido:l obligation to act as the eficctual dc- 

tbiidor of Porti'.gal. If 1 could not show the 

¥ 

letter of a single antecedent stipulation, I should 
still contend that a solemn atl mission, only ten 
years old, of the existence at that time of “ trea- 
ties of alliance, friendship, and guarantee,” held 
(Ireat Britain to t^ie discharge of the obligations 
which that very description implies. But for- 
tunately there is no such difficulty in specifying 
the natiirp of thosis obligations. All the preced- 
ing treaties exist — all of them are of Ciisy rdi'crence 
— all of them are known to this country, to Sj^aPii,' 
to every nation of the civili/X'd world. They are 
so numerous, and their’ general resull is so uni- 
form, that it may be suhicient to .select only two 
of them to show the nature of all. 

The first to which 1 shall advert is the 1'realy 
of 1001, which was concluded at the time of the 
marriage of Charles the Second with the Infanta 
of Portugal. After reciting the marriage, and 
ma'&ing over to Great Britain, in consequence of 
that marriage, first, a considerable sum of money, 
and secondly, several iinportatit places, some of 
which, as Tangier, wc^ lio longer possess; but 
others of which, as Bombay, ''still* belong' to this 
country, 'the Treaty runs’thus : — “In considera- 
tion of all which* grants, so much to the benefit 
9f the Kiog of Great Britain and his subjects ‘'in 
general, and of tlic delivery "of those important 
places to his said Majesty and his heirs forever. 
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&c. tlK: King of Great Jiritain floes profess an<l 
declare, with the* consent and advice of his Coun- 
cil, that he will take the interest of Portugal and 
all its dominions to heart, defending the same 
with his utmost j-tower by sea and land, era/ as 
England itself;" and it then proceeds to specify 
the succours to be sent, and the manner of send- 


ing them. 

I come next to the Treaty of 1703, a treaty 
oT alliance contemporaneous .with the IVIcthuen 
Treaty^ which has regulated, for upwards of a 
• century, the commercial relations of the two conn- 
trie;?. The I’featy of 1703 was a tripartite 
engagement Ixjtwecn tlu.» States-Gcneral of Hol- 
land, Kngland, and I’ortiigal. The second article 
of that Treaty sets forth, that “If ever it shall 
happen that the Kings of Spain and France, cither 
the present or the future, that both of them 
together, or either of them separately, shall make 
war, or give occasion to suspect that they intend 
to make war upon the kingdom of Portugal, cither 
on the continent of Europe, or. on its dominions 
beyond seas; Her- Majesty the Queen of <ireat 


llritain, and .the Lords the States-Gcneral shall 
use thtfir frieiully offices’ with tlVe said King?-'.* or 
‘either of theni, in, •order to ])ersuad<’; tliehi to 


oliserve the terms of peace thwards Portugal, and 


not to make war. upon .it." The third article 
declares, that in tlie event of. these good offices 


not proving successful, but altogether ineffectual, 
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8u (hat ,Avar should be made by the aforesaid 
hin{;s, or by either of them up«n Portugal, the 
above-mentioned jiowcrs of (Jrea'l Jiritaiii and 
Holland shall make war with all their force upon 
the aforcsai<l Kings or King wlm shall csirry hostile 
arms into Portugal : and t<Avurds that war which 
shall be carried on in JMirope, tlu;y shall supply 
12,000 men, whom they shall arm and pay, as 
well when in (juarters as in action ; and the said 
high allies shall be /obliged to keep that number 
of men complete, by recruiting it from' thne to 
time at their own expencc.’’ •. 

1 am aware, indeed, that with respect t<i either 
of the treaties which 1 have <| noted, it is ]>ossib]c 
to raise a question — wdiether, variation of circum- 
stances or change of times may not have somewhat 
relaxed its obligations. The Treaty of Ititil, it 
might be said, was* so loose and prodigal in the 
wording — it is so unreasonable, so wholly out of 
nature, that any one country shgtdd be expected 
to defend another, “ itch as ilsvlf;" such stipula- 
tions are of .so exaggerated a character as to 
resent Die eft'usions of feelirig, rather than enuncia- 
tions of. deliberate compact. • Again,- with respect 
to tbe Treaty of 1702, if Ihb cac<c rested oil that 
treaty aloitf r question i^iglit be raist-d, whether 
or not, .when ono df the contcacling parties — 
Holland — had since so changed. her relations with 
Poitiigal, as to consider her obkgatious under the 
Treaty of 1703 as obsolete — whether or not, I say. 
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uiulcl' such circumstances, the obli^atiuii on the 
roinaining i>arty be not likewise void. F should 
not 'hesitate rt) answer Inith tliesc «)bjeetions in 
the uej^ativc. Dvit without entering into such a 
controversy, it iis sulHeieiit i'or me to say, tliat 
tlic time and place ibr taking such objections, was 
at the Oongress at Vienna. ,Thcn and tlierc it 
was, that it' you indeed considered these treaties as 
obsolete, you ought frankly and fearlessly to have 
declared them to be so. Hnt (hen and there, with 
your cyl's open, and in the face of all modern 
J'hirope, you proclaimed anew the ancient treaties 
of Alliance, friendship, and guarantee, “ so long 
subsisting between the .crowns of IJreat Britain 
and Portugal,’’ as still “ acknowledged by (Ircat 
IFritain," and still “ of full force and effect.” It 
is not, however, on specific articles alone — it is 
not so much, pcrhap.s, on citbar of these ancient 
treaties, taken separately, as it is on the spirit and 
understanding of the whole body of treaties, of 
which the cs.sencc is concentrated and ])rcs.srved 
in the Treaty of Vienna, that .we acknowledge in 
J^ortugal a right to look to (.Ireat Britain tis her 
ally ami defender. 

Till’s, Sir,., being the state, morally aiid'\poli- 
tically, of our obligations towards I’ortugal, it is 
obvious that wlan Portugal, in apprelieiision of 
4he coming storm, called on (Ircat Britain for 
assistance, the oi>ly hesitation on our part could 
be — not whether that assistance was duo, sup- 



posini; the uecasion for demanding it to arise, but 
siin])ly, wlietlier that occasion— in other words, 
wljcther the casus ficderis had arisen. 

1 understand, indeed, that in^some quarters, it 
has been imputed to llis Majesty's Ministers, 
that an extraordinary delay intervened between 
the taking of the (\ctermiuation to give assistance 
to Portugal, and the carrying of that determina- 
tion into effect. But how stands the fact ? On 
Sunday, the .3d of tjus month, we received from- 
t])c Portuguese Anibassador a direct anU f«)rmnl 
demand of assistance against a hostile aggression 
from Spain. Our answer was— iliat although 
rumours bad reached us through France, His Ma- 
jesty's (lOvemiucut liud not that accurate informa- 
tion—that ofKcial and precise iulclligcnce of 'facts 
— on which they couhl jmi-perly found an appli- 
cation to Parliainent. It was only on last Friday 
night that this precise information arrived. On 
Saturday lliu Majesty’s confidential servants came 
to a decision. On Sutiday that decision roccived 
the sanction ofllis Majesty.. On Monday it was 
comiUHnicatcd to both Hou:ii;s of I'arliament — and 
this dav, >Sir~ at' the hour itt which. I hare tlic 
hono^ur of addressing you— “the tKuo}!^ are on'thcir 
march' for embarkation. , 

I trust, then, Sv', that no unseemly delay is 
imputable to Government. But, undoubtedly, on . 
'thcothcr hand, when^ the claim of Portugal fpr 
•assistance — a claim, clciir indeed in justice, but 
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. at the^same time fearfully spreading in its possible 
consequences, came before us, it was the duty of 
lli$ i$rajesty's irovernment to do nothing on hear- 
say. The eventual force of the claim was ad- 
mitted ; but a thorough knowledge of facts was 
necessary before the com])Iiancc with tliat claim 
could be granted. The Government here laboured 
under some disadvantage. The rumours which 
reached us through Madrid were obviously dis- 
ttTrted, to answer partial politiical purposes ; and 
the intelligence through the press of France, 
• tlkciugli substantially correct, was, in ]>articulars, 
vagife and coritradictory. A measure of gi-avc 
and serious moment could never bo founded on 
such authority; nor could the Ministers come 
down to Parliament until they had a confident 
assuranct? that the case which they had to lay 
before the Logislatiircwas truen'n all its parts. 

Hut there was another reason which induced a 
necessary caution. Tii former instar/ccs, when 
Portugal applied to this country for assistance, 
the wliolc power of tjic stale, in l^ortugal was 
vested in the person of the monarch. Thc'e.v- 
])ress,ion of Ivis wish, the manifestation pf his 
desiro,'the puttin^fordrof hi^ claim, was sfili- 
'cient ground for imnicdiatc aftd decisi>;c,actioh on 
the part of (Treat Hritain, Supposing thp imujt 
fatkris to be made out. J)ut, on this^ occasion, 
intiuiry was in the first place to' be msulc whether, 
iiccording to the new Constitution of Portugal, 
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llic call, upon (iroat liritain was made with the 
cuiiscnt of all the |)owers and ‘aiilhorities com- 
petent to make it, so as to carry with it an assur- 
ance of that rooeptioii in PortiTji^al for our army, 
which the armv of a friend aiuV allv liad a rifjht 
to expect. Itefurc a British soldier should put 
his foot on l*ortirjjiU!Sc gnnind, nay, bel'orc lie 
should leave the shores of England, it was our 
duty to ascertain that the step taken by the 
Regency of Portugi'd was taken with the cordial 
concurrence of the Legi.slalure of that ommtry. 
It was hilt tliis morning that we received intelM- 
gence of the proceedings of the Chambers, at 
Lisbon, which estai)lislA.‘s the fact of such con- 
currence. This intelligence is contained in a 
despatcli from Sir W. A’t.’ourt, dated ‘2llth of 
November, of which 1 will read an c.xtract to the 
] louse. “ The day after the news arrived of the 
entry of the rebels into Portugal, the Ministers 
demanded "from the ('hambers. an extension of 
power, for the Executive Government ; and the, 
permission to apply for foreign succours, in virtue 
of ancient treaties, in tile event of their being 
deemed necessary. The Deputies' gave the. re- 
quicite authority by’acclainatioti ; and an il^cjually 
good spirit, was manifested* , by tile jmers, who 
granted.every poWor ^hat the Mkiisters could pos- 
sibly rcqujre. They went even, further, and rising 
in a body from their .seats, dechired their devotion 
te their country, and their readiness to give dieir 
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])crsoii;il services, il' in'cessary, to rej)cl .?ny hos- 
lile invasion. IMic J)uk.c tic (^idaval, J’rcsitleiit 
of llie Chamber, was the first t«) make this 
ilcclaration : and ’tlm Minislcr who deseribed this 
proceeding to mo, said, it was a movement 
worthy ol'tlie good days of Portugal!” 

J have thus incidentally disposed of the sup- 
posed im])iitatiun of delay in com[)lYing with the 
requisition of the Portuguese (Jovernincnt. The 
iTiain tpiestiou, however, is tlws— Was it obliga- 
lory upon us to comply with that requisition ? 
fii otlier words, had the tv/w,v /uthri’i arisen? Eii 
ouf'opinion it liad. Hands of Portuguese rebels, 
armed, c(|uipped, and •'trained in Spain, liad 
crossed the Spanisli frontier, carrying terror and 
devastation into their own country, and proclaim- 
ing sometimes the brother of the reigning sove- 
reign of Portugal, soihctimes a* Spanish Princess, 
and sometimes even Ferdinand of Spain, as the 
rightful occupant.of the Portuguese thrbnc. These 
^ rebels crossed the fn)nticr, not at one. ])oiut csily, 
but at several points : for it is remarkable that 
the aggression, on- which the original application 

to (/rent Hritain for succour was founded, is 
• * • • 

not thfc aggression w'itli reference to w'hich’*Jiat 
application has becpfConVplied w'ith. ,, . 

The attack u^noiinccd by the French news- 
papers w'as on the., north of Portugal, in the pro- 
vinec of Tras-os-Montes ; an ofiieial account of 
which has been received by His Majesty’s Govern- 
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meat on^y this day. Dut on Friday an account 
was received of an invasion in the south of Por- 
tugal, and of the eapturc of Villa Vieiosa, a town 
lying on the road from the sohthern frontier to 
Lisbon. This new faet established even more 
satisfaetorily than a mere confirmation of the 
attack first complained of would have done, the 
systematic nature of the aggression from Spain 
against Portugal. One hostile irruption might 
have been made by some single eor]is escaping 
from their quarters, — by some body of strag- 
glers, who might have evaded the vigilance of 
Spanish authorities; and one siich aceidciital 
and unconneeted aet of* viohuicc might not have 
been eonclusive evidence ol‘ c(»gnizancc and de- 
sign on the part of those authorities ; but when 
a scries of attaeks are made along the whole line 
of a frontier, it is difficult to deny that such multi- 
])lied instances of hostility arc evidence of con- 
certed aggrbssibn. 

11^ a ^single company of Sputmh soldiers had 
crossed the fninticr in hostile arrav, there could 
not, is presumed, be adbiibt ns to the character 
of that invasion. Shall bodies ()f 'men, armed, 
clothed, and regimented liy'Spftin, ‘carry fire and 
sword into •the bosom of licp .unoffending neigh- . 
hour, and shall it be pretended tiiat no attack, no 
invasion hs|,s taken place*, bccaiuse, forsooth, these 
outrages are committed against Portugal by men 
to whom Portugal had given birth and nurtyre ? 
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What petty quibbling would it be to say, that an 
iiU’asion of Portugal from Spain was not a Sjutnisfi 
invasion, because Spain did not employ her own 
troops, but hired* mercenaries to effect her pur- 
pose ? And what* difference is it, except as aggra- 
vation. that the mercenaries in this instance were 
natives of Portugal ? ♦ 

1 have already stated, and I now repeal, that 
it never has been the wish or the pretension of 
the Pritish Cvovernment to intcrfyri' in tiie interna) 
coneehis of the Portuguese nation. (Questions of 
fhat kind the 1‘ortuguese nation must settle 
among themselv(;s. Put if wo were to admit 
that hordes of traitoroitft refugees from Portugal, 
with Spanish arms — «ir arms furnished or re- 
stored to them by Spanish autliorities — in their 
hands, might put off their country for one pur- 
])Ose, and put it on again for* another — put it oil' 
iiir the ])nrposc of attack, and put it on again for 
the purpose of ■impunity — if, I say, wo were ti> 
admit this juggle, and citiier pretend Un Ijo 
deceived by it our^elyes, or tittcm»|)t to deceive 
Portugal, into a belief 'that there was nothing of 
externa), atta'ck,, nothing of foreign hostility, in 
such a systcid of aggression — such pretence «and 
attempt would perhtips be only ridiculous and 
contemptible; if they did' ndt require* a much 
tnore serious character from being cinployed as 
an* excuse for infidelity to ancient friendship, and 
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as a pretext for ffettinjj rid of the positive stipula- 
tions of treaties. ■ * 

4 ' 

This, then, is the c:ise which I lay before the 
House of Coinnions. Here is, Vni the one hand, 
an undoubted ]>led<j;c of national faith — not taken 
in a corner — not kept secret between the parties 
— but publicly recorded ainnnj'st the annals ol' 
history, in the face of the world. Here arc, on 
the other hand, undeniable acts of fonugu aggres- 
sion, perpetrated, indeed, principally through the 
instrunicntalit}'’ of domestic traitors: but sup- 
ported with foreign means, instigated by foreign 
councils, and directed to foreign ends. Cutting 
these facts and this pledge together, it is impos- 
sible that llis Alajesty should reftise the call that 
has been made upon him ; nor can Parliament, 1 
am convinced, refuse to enable His Majesty to 
fulfil his undoubted obligations. I am willing to 
rest the whole (picstion of to-night, and to call for 
the vote of the House of (’ommuns upon this 
simple ^ case, divested altogether of collateral 
circumstances ; from which 1* especially wish to 
se])a^tc it, in the minds* of timsc who hear me, 
and also in the minds of others, to wJion^ what 1 
now. hay will find its way. * If I* welxj to .«it' down 
tliis moment, withoujt aildtng; another word, 1 
have nojdoubt buttlnlt f should have the coneur- 
rcnce of thp House in the Address which 1 mean 
to propose. ' . . ‘ • 



When 1 state this, it will he obvious to the 
ITqusc. that the vote for w'lhch 1 am about to call 
upon them, is a vote for the tlefcncc of I’ortngal, 
not a vote for war'hgainst Spain. I beg the House 
to keep these tvvu ])oints entirely distinet in their 
consideration, b’or the former I think f have 
said enough. If, in w'hat f have now farther to 
say, I should bear hard upon the. Spanish (iovern- 
nient, I beg that it may be observed, that, unjnslili- 
aide as 1 shall show their conduct to have been — 
contrary t«) tlic law of nations, contrary to the law 
<»f good neighbourhood, contrary, I might say, to 
thejaws «jf ( Jod and man — with respect to J*ortngaI 
— still r do n«)l mean to preclude a hn'tts //tn/itci/firr, 
a possibility of redress and rc|>arntion. Tt is our 
<lnty to fly to the defence of Portugal-— be the 
assailant who he may. And, bo it remembered, 
that, in thus fnlfdling’the stipiflations of ancient 
treaties, of the c.xistence and obligation of which 
all the world arc aware, w'c, accorifing to the 
univei^sally admitted construction of the law' of 
nations, neither make war upon that assailant, 
nor give to that assailant, much less to any other 
power, jujst cause of vvar against ourselves. .! 

Sir, *tlie prc'seift si'tuatioii ’ of Portugal iS»^o 
anomalous, and tluj* recent years of her Iiistory 
are crowded with events so tmnsnal, that the 
House will, perha^is, not think that T am un- 
profitably wasting "its time, U' I take the liberty 
of calling its attention shortly and succinctly to 
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those events, and to their influence on the political 
relations of Europe. It is known that the conse- 
quence of the residence of the King of Portugal 
in Brazil, was to raise the latter country from a 
colonial to a metropolitan condition; and that 
from the time when the King began to contem- 
plate his return to Portugal, there grew up in 
Bnizil a desire of independence that threatened 
dissension, if not something like civil contest, be- 
tween the KiiropeiMi and American dominions of 
the House of Bragan/a. (t is known 'also that 
Great Britain undertook a mediation betwei^i 
Portugal and Brazil, and induced the Kin;^ to 
consent to a separation rof the two Crowns- con- 
firming that of Brazil on the head of his eldest 
son. The ink with which this agreeincn't was 
written was scarcely dry, when the uncxjiccted 
death of the King of Portugal produced a new 
state of things, which rc-united on the .same head 
the two Crowns w'hich it laid boon the policy cf 
England, as well as of Portugal and of Brazil to 
separate. On that occasion', Great Britain, and 
another European Court* closcfy connected with 
Brazil^ tendered advice to the Einpcjrur of Bjrazil, 
now* become King 'of Porfugfri-, wliich advice it 

■ • I 

cannot be* accurately said -Jliat Ilis Imperial 
Majesty followed^ because he • had decided for 
himself before it reached Uio.de Janeiro; but in 
conformity with which advice,* though not in con- 
sequence of it, His Imperial Majesty determined 
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to abdicate the (.Jrown ol‘ Portugal in ^vuur of 
his eldest daughter. Put the lilinpcrur of Brazil 
had *done nioix*. WJiat had not been Ibrcseen — 
what would havi! beeu beyond the province of 
any foreign powar to advise— llis imperial Ma- 
jesty had accompanied his abdication of the 
t'rown of Portugal with the grant of a Jree con- 
stitutional charter to that kingdom. 

Jt has been surmised that this ineasuro, ns well 
ds the abdication which it acc'onpv.uiied, was the 
offspring *of our advice. iNo such thing — (rrcat 
Hritaiu did not suggest this measure. It is not 
he^*diity nor lihr ju-a.cfice to offer .suggestions for 
the internal regulation td’ foreign slates. She 
neither a]»prove<l nor disapproved of the grant of 
a constitutional charier to l^ortiigal: her ojtinion 
upon that grant was never rei|iii.’‘e«l. 'I'rue. ir Is, 
that the instrument of liie cositilitutional charte: 
wtus brought to Europe by a geiith.-man of high 
trust in the servjce of the British (ibvernmenl. 
Sir Stuart had j'one to Brazil t<> ncgocialc the 
separation between 'that country aud l*ortiigal. 
In addition to his'charabter (;f Plenipotentiary'of 
(ireat Brjtaiu*, as the niodiating power, he had 
also bdfen invetited by tlie King of Portugal .with 
the character of IKs* Most, I'-aithfid, •Majesty’s 
Plenipotentiary for the negociiiftion with Jfrazil. 
That ncgociation liad bear brought t(j a happ^ 
coneliision; and dierewith the British part of 

Sir C. Stuart’s commission had terminated. But 

» 

vor. vr. o . 
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Sir C. Spiart was still resident at Rio de Janeiro, 
as the Plenipotentiary of the King of Portugal, 
for negociating commercial arrangements between 
Portugal and Brazil. In this hitter character it 
was, that Sir C. Stuart, on his return to Europe, 
was re({uested by the Emperor of Brazil to be 
the bearer to Portugal of the new constitutional 
charter. His Majesty's (lovernmcnt found no 
fault with Sir C. Stuart for executing this com- 
mission : but it was iinmcdiatclv felt, that if Sir 
C. Stuart were allowed to remain at I'isbon, it 
might appear, in the eyes of Jilurope, that Eng>- 
land was the contriver and imposer of the Portu- 
guese Constitution. Sii>C. Stuart was, therefore, 
directed to return home forthwith : in order that 
the Constitution, if carried into cftect there, 'might 
plainly ajipear to be adopted by the Portuguese 
nation itself, not forced up'ou them by English 
interference. 

As to thd merits. Sir, of the new Constitution 

« . • 

of Portugal, 1 have neither the intention, nor the_ 
right, to otfar any opinion. • Personally, I may 
have formed one ; but as tin English Minister, all 
1 have to say is, — “ May God prospea this attempt 
atHlie cstablishrant of constitutional lib6rty in 
Portugal {•ftiid may that, natiqn be found as lit to 
enjoy and to cherish' its new-born privileges, as 
it has oftep proved itself capable of discharging 
its duties amongst the nations of the world !" * 

• 1, Sir, am neither the champion nor the critic 
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of the Portuguese Constitution. But it^is admit' 
ted on all hands to have proceeded from a legiti- 
luiife souree— a consideration which has mainly 
reconciled contin-ental Europe to its establishment: 
and to us, ns Englishmen, it is reconiincnded, by 
the ready acceptance which it has met with from 
all orders of the Portuguesu jicople. To that 
Constitution, therefore, thus unc|uestioncd in its 
origin, even by those who are most jealous of new 
Institutions- to that Constitutiou, thus sanctioned 

ft 

in its oui'sct by the glad and grateful acclamations 
of those who are destined to live under it — to 
thdt Constiturion, iounded on principles in a 
great degree similar to those of our own, though 
diflerenfly modified - it is impossible that Eng- 
lishnfen should not wish well. But it would not 
be for us to lljrce that Constitution on the peojde 
of INirtugal, if they were unwilling to receive it, 
or if any schism should exist amongst the Por- 
tuguese thcniselyos, ’as to its fitnosJs tuid con- 
geniality to the wants and* wishes of theua*<on. 
It is ho busin(!ss oV >oijrs to fight its .battles. Wo 
go to I’ortugal iit the discharge of a sacred uWi- 
gatipn, coiitKacted under ancient and {nodern 
treatit^. When Vheitj^nothhig' shall be doiteJiy 
us to enforce* the establishment of thf, (.'on'stitu- 
tioii ; — but we must take Citre'*that iiothiijg shall 
be done by others to prevent it from being fairly 
carj-ied into oifectA Intcrjially, let the Portuguese 
settle their own affairs; but with respect to 
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external force, while Gieat liritain lias an arm 
to raise, it must bo raised ai^ainst the efforts of 
any power that should attempt folcibly to coii- 
troul the choice, and fetter the independence of 
Portugal. . 

Has such been the intention of Spain '? Whe- 
ther the proeei*(ling,s which liaw lately been prac- 
tised or permitted in Spain, were acts of a (So- 
vermnent exercising the usual ])o\ver of ]>rudence 
and foresight, (witlpnit which, a (iovernmenl is; 
for the godd of the jietiplc which live unfteait, no 
Ciovcrnmcnt at all.', or whetlur they witc- the 
acts of some seerel illegitimate po\M r — <4“ s«(me 
furious fanatical faction,. o/i'r-rldin.g the counsels 
of the ostensihle ( Jovernnienl, defying it in the 
capital, and disobeying it on the Iron tiers-- -'i will 
not slop to iinpiire. it is indilferent to I’orlugal, 
smarting uiul'.'r hor wron.gs— it is inditiereiit to 
England, >vho is culled upon to avenge them — 
whether the present stale <)f things he the result 
of the intrigues of a' faction, over which, il’ tlic 
Spanish (Sovi^riiinetit has np ctiiilrol, it ought to 
assonic one as soon as possilile - .'or of local autho- 
rities, ^ver wluim it has control, apd for whose 
act^^t must, therefiire, hb Sield- ri>-tp(jiisibte. It 
matters not, 1 sav, l'rom'*whit;h of 'these sources 
the evil has arisun.* In either case, Portugal 
must be protected ; and from England that pro- 
tel'tion is due. , . • , 

It would he unjust, however, to the Spanish 
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Cit»vcmtnont, to say, that it is only amongst the 
njcmbcrs of that CJovcrnnicnt that an unconquer- 
able hatred of liberal institutions exists in Spain. 
However incrediBlo the plienoinenon may appear 
in this country, 1 am persuadi-d that a vast ma- 
jority of the S])anish nation entertain a decided 
attachment t«j arbitrary powei*, and a predilection 
for absolute government. The more liberal insti- 
lutions i*f eonutries in their iieighbourhood have 
not yi't I'xtcnded their intliieAce, into Spain, nor 
awakdned any sympathy in the mass of the Spanish 
people. "Whether the public authorities of Spain 
did or did not patitake of the national sentiment, 
there would almost necessarily grow up between 
Portugal and Spain, under present circumstances, 
an oppiisition of fei.'lings, which it would not 
re<|(iiiv the authority or the suggestions of the 
(u)\a rninent to c.\ei{e and stimulate into action. 
AN'ithout blame, tlu-refore, to the ( Jovernment of 
Spain,, out of the naUyal s^mtipathy ijctween the 
. two jjciglibouring^ nations— -the one jm/ing' its 
recent freedom, thc'ot)K*r hugging iis traditionary 
servitude— there might'arise mutual ])rovueations^ 
amUrcciproeill injuries which, perhaps, ereii the 
most active aluMugifautjuinistry could not dtlo- 
. gether restrain. T. 'atn .iiichncd to l»olicve that 
such has been, in part at least,' the origin of tlie 
differences between Spain and Portugal. Tlmt 
in tlieir progress tlfey have been adopted, matured, 
methodized, combined, and brought into more 



Kf.VGjS MKSSAOK ItKi.ATIVK TO THE 


•8G 

perfect action, by sonic authority more united 
and more elHcicnt tlian the mere feeling dissemi- 
nated through the mass of the community, is cer- 
tain ; but I do believe their origin to have been 
as much in the real sentiment of *1 lie Spanish ])o- 
pulation, as in the opinion or contrivance of the 
Government itself. ' 

Whether this be or be not the ease, is precisely 
the question between us and Spain. If, though 
partaking in the general feelings of the Spanish 
nation, the Spanish Govornment has, ncvertlfcless, 
done nothing to cnibodv those feelings, and td 
direct them hostilely against ]*oi:tugal ; if all tlvit 
has occurred on the frontiers, has occurred onlv 
because the vigilance of the Spanish Government 
has been surprised, its confKlenco betrayed, and 
its orders neglected — il'its engagements have been 
repeatedly and shanicfully violated, not by its own 
good will, but against its recommendation and 
desire — let us see sonip sy,in]>toms of disapproba- 
tion^ some signs of repentanee, some measures 
indicative of sorroNV for the.past, and of sincerity 
for the future. In that case, Ilis Majesty’s Mes- 
sage, tet which I propose this night 'to return an 
answer of concurrence, \yill rct&in ‘the character 
which t hanw ascribed? to it,— tkat of a measure of . 
defence 4br Portugal, not a measure of resentment 
against Spain. 

With these explanations and* qualifications, 'let 
us'now proceed to the review of facts. Great, de- 
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sertiuns took place from the Portuguese army into 
Spain, and some desertions took place from the 
Spanish army into I’ortugal. In the first instance, 
the Portuguese 4iuthoritics were taken by sur- 
prise ; but, in every subsequent instsuicc, where 
they had an opportunity of exercising a discretion, 
it is but just to say, that thgy uniformly discou- 
raged the desertions of the Spanish soldiery. — 
There CAist between Spain and l*ortngal specific 
•treaties, stipulating the mutiial surrender of de- 
serters. ' Portugal had, thcrelore, a right to claim 
Spain that every Portuguese deserter should 
1)^ forthwith -sent back. 1 hardly know whether 
from its own impulse, nr in eonsequenee of onr 
advice, the P<>rtuguese Government waved its 
right under those trealics; very wisely reflecting, 
that it would be highly inconvenient to be placed 
by the return of their deserters, in the difficult 
alternative of either granting a dangerous amnesty^ 
or ordering numerous executions. .The Portu- 
guese Government, therelbrc, signified to t^pain 
that' it would be’ entirely satisfied if, iiMead of 
surrendering tlnj des^'ters, Spain would restore 
thejr arms,, horses, and equipments ; and, sepa- 
rating the meu*«from ifhcir officers, would rsti^ove 
both from the frontiers into the interior of Spain. 
Solemn engagejnents were entered into by 
Spanish Government t9 this effect — first with 
Portugal, next with France, and afterwards with 
Kngland. Those engagements, concluded one 
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(lay, were violated the next. The deserters, in- 
stead of bein<r disarmed and dispersed, w'ere 
allowed to remain congregated togeVher near the 
frontiers of Portugal ; where they were enrolled, 
trained, and disciplined, for the (expedition which 
tliey have since undertaken. It is plain that in 
these jirocccdings, .there was perfidy somewhere. 
It rests with the Spanish (joverument to show, 
tiuit it was not with them. It rests with the 
Spanish Governmeijt to ]irovc, that if its engage- 
ments havb not been fulfilled — if its lhte«tion.s 
have b('on eluded and une\('cuted, the fault has 
not been with the (hwermnent; 'and that it‘,is 
ready to make every reparation in its j>owcr. 

I have said that these promis(!S were made to 
France and to (Jreat Britain, as well as to Portu- 


gal. I should do a great injustice to France if I 
were not to acid, that the re\>rcsentations of that 
CJovernmcnt upon this point with the Cabinet of 
IMadrid, haw been as ui’geid, an(]. alas! as fruit- 
less^ as those of (Jreat l^ritain. I Jpon thc^ first 
irruption into jhe Portugiujse territory, the French 
(Jnrrruiiient testified its displeasure by instantly 


recalling its Ambassador; and it further directed 


its^.’iiarge d’Alfaifes* to sfgrtify *lo ‘Jlis Catholic 


MajestjL tlrat Spain vvas pot loolc for any sup- 
port fi'OTi France ngnhist the consequences of this 


aggression upon Portugal. T am bound, I repeat, 
in •justice to the Frejich.dovevnment, to state. 


thqt it has exerted it-self to the utmost, in urging 
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. Spain to retrace the steps which she ha!) so un- 
(orJ.iinatcly taken; It is not for me to say whe- 
ther any more cificient course might have been 
adopted to give (fleet to their exhortations : but 
as to the sincerity ‘and good faith of the exertions 
made by tlie ( Jovernment of France, to press Spain 
to tlie execution of her engagements, 1 have not 
the shadow of a doubt: — and I confidently reckon 
upon their coidiiiuanee. 

"It will be for Spain, upon .knowledge of the 
step now 'taken by II is Majesty, to consider in 
uiiiat way .she will meet it. The earnest hope 
and* wish of Hi’s Majesty's Government is, that 
she may meet it in s«ieh a manner as to avert any 
ill (!ous<!<pienc(?s to herself, from the incasurc into 
which ’wc have been driven by the unjust attack 
upon Portugal. 

Sir, I set out wilii saying, that there were rea- 
sons which entirely satisfied my judgment that 
iioihing short of ;i ])oi’nt of national fUith or na- 
tional lumour, would justify at the present moiueAt, 
any voluntary approximation to the yo.ssibility of 
war. J.et me be «uuler.«tood, however, distinctly^ 
as not meaning to say that I dread vvar in a good 
cause, (\uid in iw» othef may it* be the lot of lias 
country ever to engage fj fnnn a distrp^t^ the 
strength of the country to coifimencc it, or* her 
resources to maintajn it. J dread it, indeed — ^but 
upon far other grounds : 1. drejid it from an appret 
hension of the tremendous consequences which 
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might ivise from any hostilities in which \vc might 
now be engaged. Some years ago, in the disqus- 
sion of the negociations respecting' the French war 
against Spain, I took the libefty of adverting to 
this topic. I then stated that the position of this 
country in the present state of the world, was one 
of neutrality, not only between contending nations, 
but between conflicting principles; and tliat it 
was by neutrality alone that we could maintain 
that balance, thp ]>reservation of which, I believed 
to be essential to the welfare of mankind. * 1 then 
said, that I feared that the next war which shoirid 
be kindled in Europe, w'ould be a war lulf- so 
much of armies, as of opinions. !Not four years 
have elapsed, and behold my a|>prehension realis- 
ed ! It is, to be sure, w'ithin narrow limits that 
this war of opinion is at present confined : but it 
is a war of o])iniofl, that S^ain, (whether as Go- 
vernment or as nation) is now waging against Por- 
tugal ; it Ts a war which Jias commenced in hatred 
ofHhe new institutions of Portugal. How Jong ip 
it reasonable to expect thjit Portugal will abstain 
from .retaliation? If info that w’ar this country 
shall be compelled to enter, we shall ci\ter into it, 
with a sincere and anxious desire to mitigate 
nith^l^tban exasperate — and to mingle only in ' 
the conflict of ai4ns*, not in thc*more fatal conflict 
of opinions. But I nrnch fear that this country, 
^however earnestly .she •may bndeavour to avoid 
k), could not, in such case, avoid seeing ranked 
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■under her banners all the restless and diss/itisficd 
of yu}^ ]iation with which she might come in con- 
flict. It is the contemplation of this new jMiver in 
any future war, which excites my most anxious 
apprehension. Itds one thing to have a giant’s 
strength, but it would be another to use it like a 
giant. The consciousness of such strength is, 
undoubtedly, a source of confldcuce and security ; 
but in tlic situation in which this country stands, 
oiir business is not to seek opportunities of dis- 
playing* it,' but to content ourselves with letting 
tlfi' professr>r.s of violent and exaggerated doctrines 
on ^oth sides fc'cl.^that it is not their interest to 
convert an um]>ire into an adversary. The situa- 
tion of England, amidst the struggle of political 
opinions which agitates more or less sensibly dif- 
ferent cmiutrics of the world, may be compared to 
that of the llulcr of fhe Wind!}, as described by 
the ])oet: — 


“ Cclsii ajdet ^loliis nrcc, 

Scr[itra icnuiis ; nuillittjuo^imos et temperabiras ; 
Ni racial, maria ac terras CHilumquc profundum 
Quippe foraut xapidi sccum, veriantquc jicV aunis.’* 


The consequence of .lottflig loose the p^^sups at 
present chained and confined, would be ro pro- 
duce a scene of (fcsolativn which no man can 
contemplate without horror;, and I should ndt 
sleep easy on my couch, if 1 were conscious thi|t 
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! had .contributed to precipitate it by a single . 
iiinnicut. 

This, then, is the reason — a reason very diflTc- 
rent from fear— the reverse o? a consciousness of 
disability — why 1 dread the pccurrcnce of hos- 
tilities in any part of Europe ; why I would bear 
much, and wouldr forbear long ; why 1 would (as 
£ have said) put up with almost any thing that 
did not touch national faith and national honour; 
— rather than let slip the furies of war, the leash 
of whicFi we hold in onr hands — not knowing 
wliom they may reach, or how far their ravages 
may be carrie<l. Such is tlic lovri of jieacc which 
the llritish (.lovernment acknowledges; and 
such the necessity Uir peace which tlui circum- 
stances of the world inculcate. I will pu.su these 
topics no further. 

1 return, in cfinclusion,’ to the object of the 
Address. l.et us ily b) the aid of I’ortugul, by 
whomsoever attacked ; because' it is our duty to 
dft* so : and let us cease our interference where 
that tint}’ eipls. Wc go to l*'«>rtugal, not to rule, 
Hot to dictate, not to pre.scribe constitutions — 
but tg defend and to jircserve the jndcpcn^ence 
oLstn ally. We go 'to plant tho> standard 6f Eng- 
land jjjOn,._the Avell-knbwn . jieiglits of Lisbon. 
Where that standard is planted; foreign dominion 
shall not come. 


, Thu Speakka read the Address, which was received 
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with niiicli applause, and ])ut the question tlijit it be 
a(lo|)ted. • 

Sir* llouKKT Wii.sox — No man was more fully per- 
suaded tlian liiniself, tjiut, on an oeeasioii like the present, 

] I is Majesty was tactiiated by the just pride of a Kritisli 
Kiii^, conseious that he was ruling a pe«)pli* who esteemed 
the inaintenanee of pMul faith and national honour the 
brij'htest ^in of his crown. As, ho\A'ver, the Kin^ could 
only act by his conlidential advisers, he (Sir It. AV.) felt 
irreat anxiety upon this siibji^ct, and, knowing, as he did, 
the unexampled fivaeliery and contipiied a^irressiniis by 
Spain upon INirfu^al, he had ))een unable to cAntroul his 
inyiatience, and had, 1 hen lore, ^iven notice of a motion, 
the (Jiief object of nhich was to obtain information. AfhT 
tile stati'iiKiil of to-niivbu provini^ at e.neellu* vi;^^oiir, deei- 
sion, and energy of Ministers, his anxiety only was, to see 
them carry llieir own pnr|Nises into exeeiition, and thus 
save hiiii (lie pain of an e.eciisafory attack. At the same 
time, he thoiiirlit (ireat llriiain was hound to i'e(|inre of 
J*' ranee that she should nnsreli her troops out of S|nin, as 
a first step to tlie defeiiee of rortii^al. Si le had entered 
Spain merely to release tlie-Kin^, and to r(‘stoiv peace, suiJ 
that object had lnn<; a^o been -ticeonii dished. ^ 

• MK.){i:Mr.o])poNed tiu* Address, ])rincipa1ly on the ground 
that this country was not iifta situation to eilUT iqion, and^ 
lon^ maintain a war oira ^reaf scale. lie further conUauleib 
that w'f^r should not he entered into, unless a stronir I'ase of 
necessity Vas niadi'-outu Ife fiad the admissioit of the ri^l.t 
honourable ^eutlemaii for,sj|ynJ' this, and it was^hijibly in- 
consistent in him, who, was the advocate of this doctrine in 
lS2y, to precipitate the country^ into a war now, w'ithout 
either aflbnliug suflicient time for deliberation, dr establish* 
inga^caseof unavoidable necessity lo enter into it. The 
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honourable member moved an amendment, that the House 
1)6 called over this day M*eck.” 

Mu. Wood, (of rrostuii,) seconded tkc aiueiulincht. 

Mb. Harinu observed, that whey the jxiusibility of our 
being s(K)n engaged in a war came to be considentl, be had 
much dreaded the hazard of being plunged into a war on 
one day, which the country might have to lament on ano- 
ther ; and be bad bet'n most anxious that some means of 
evasion coidd have lK*cn found out, by which war might 
have Iki'U avoided. But, such a very strong ease had lafn 
made out, that he was nut surprisi'd at the n|i|)rul)ulioii 
with which the pfoposition of this night liad> liern almost 
unanimously received. He asked what great nation h.'id 
ever accomplished any valuable pur|N)se by an over submis- 
sive and ))usillanimuus |xilicy.? 'riiey nml not talk tc. him 
about a property Uix, and l)auk restriction acts. The 
(liiestiun was, whether our faith was Ixiund and if it was, 
then we must fullil our obligations. If the House had the 
baseue.ss to dwlare itsi-lf broken-heart isl, and afriiid of war, 
sure he was that suck a resolution would 1 h- disgusting and 
revolting to the fi-elings of the country. But still he eon- 
fessetl he cojdd not understand fcow we cemld fully dischargi* 
otir duty to rortugal, and yit avoid committing aggressions 
on S|vun. Sup]X)se Government were to send oir^ Mina 
with a train of artillefy, woulil'iiot that be an aggression on 
Spain ? In addition to the general ijnestiun, as oiu* of jaiblic 
faith, ^hore was another consideration 'jei|Hi^tant ;o this 
OBuhtry. No doubt w'e were'bihind to Portugal Ijy solemn 
engagements, from wbicb, wbetbiw burthciisoiiie or not, it 
was impusaLle for 14s at this moment to release ourselve& ' 
But, if* wo were not, it would not the loss Ite a great essen- 
tial paramdUnt act of policy on tlie^part of this country to 
mamtidn and uphold the iddepetidencc of Fortugal.' He 
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liud viewed, with the greatest {possible jealousy and disgust, 
the state in which Uie .Peninsiihi had been during the last 
four ybars. lie cnuld not help regretting that Government 
had looked so passively on the invasion of Spain in 1833. 
lt\ at that time, the same resolution had been shown in the 
case of Spain, as was at this time in the case of ] Portugal, 
Ihirope would have been saved from that calamity, into 
which, at some time or other, he limity believed that inva- 
sion would draw it. The French Minister, it a])peared, 
had left Madrid ; all the forms had been duly gone tiirough ; 
the only <|uestion was, the sincerity of the French Govern- 
nient. lie suspected there was a ))arty behind, whether 
French or Itiissiaiu he knew not, telling the Spanish party, 
“ N\ver mind what we say, we are really j’oiir friends and 
will back you.” AVImtIuT France was sincere ortiot, it was 
the duty of the Itritish (loverimient to take the course 
that good faith marked out to it. The resources of the 
country * had been alluded to; but that was a (piestion 
which, on such an occasion as this, could never be raised 
while the country rcinaiiivd a power worth speaking of. 
AVhen a case was fairly made out, involving our honour, it 
was im]N)Sbihle to sillier any. consideration to be^])Ut in com- 
petition with it. lint he coidu not view the possession of 
Spain -by France, continued year after year, without feeling 
that it was extremely (laiigprous to this country. S[)aiii 
was evidently just as far froifi getting rid of lier subjection* 
to Frojfice, sis slip> was the first year of her occiipatit)ii. If, 
then, th^ coimtqf suffered flic in\*asion of Portugal,* 
whole coast of the Peiiiiisulji ^oiild full under the iiiMucncc 
of France; and thus ^Portugal, though S|)ain, and Spain, 
through France, would be under subjection to thaf [lower 
from which Fiiiglaiid had the most dre.*id. The friendly 
dispdsition of any country wAs but a bad security for the 
national interests of this. Wc had the assurance of France 
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that that power would remain at jKjace ; but that was whal 
he would not be satisfied with. Could he trust to the 
family of Dourboii to refrain from eflectin^ iliat whiMi had 
constituted llic liighest object of the ambition of Louis XIV., 
and afterwards of Na|Kiloon, and which at this time seemed 
almost secured to them by accident, ])erha))s, but he believed 
also in some deforce by de.‘i**;n ? To whal clepve lhi» war, 
once commenced, niiglit spread, in point of exjieiise and 
extent, there was no saying iuM'iin hand. He did not appre- 
hend it would bo of any very entirmous descri])tiou ; anil 

when the House bori^ in mind the taxes ri'pealed since the 

« * 

conclusion of the war, he denied that the pro «su re at this 
time could be such as to rimder :is incapable of luviriite: the 
burthens w'ar would briiiir upon us. 'I'lie ri^ht hoiioii*:al)le 
gentleman, he was s;itis(ieii, hail icken the only eiuirse 
that was ojien to him. 

Mic. ]b\\Jvi:s« M-nior, was of opinion th it t!ie House 
should be assured that ftt' rcur uw (/i/th' 
before they rushed into it. Not all the elo(|uence of the 
right honourable Secretary had .sitisiied him f/iut that iciuv 
the case- The disturbances in Torlugal were of a ])olitical 
c aructer, and connected with. its internal arranirements. 
He did not shrink from,: waiv because* lie despaired of the 
rcMiurpcs of the country, and, therefore, he would iiet siip« 
port the amendment; but neilber could he vote for the 
original motion. 

Mr. JIkouoham supported the Address, in an elgipient 
Ol^d impressive .spi-eeh.’ Adverting t(4*tl!e.ground hu which 
the amendment was principally /^upiMirted, he said, The 
honourable niembei> (Messrs, iruine^and WocmI) must re- 
collect, *aiid the House and the country must bear in mind, 
(hat the qAcslion is not at present whether, even at the 
expenc-e of your charai'ter for good faith, you will consent 
to l)ear hereafter among uiaiikiiul a stained reputation, 
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a forfeited honniir. The question is not whether, you will 
(In so, anil hy so doing avert a war. I .should say no, even 
if this' choice were* within your reach : hut tlie ({uestion is, 
whether, for a liltli* si;a.^on of iiiiserahli*, insecure, preca- 
rioii.s, dislionoiirahle, unliearable truce — I cannot call it 
pi'ace, for it lias nothing of the honour and the comfort 
whicli make the name of peace proverbially swei-t- T .say, 
the que.stioii is, whether for this wretiMied, precarious, dis- 
gu.stiug, and intolerable ]M)st|)oiK‘ment of hostilities, you 
will be content hereafter to have nroiirse to war, when war 
eiin no longer be avoided, and xvhei\ its horrors will fall 
. upon yop -ilegi'aded and ruined in eliaraeier iA the eyes 
of all the nations of Kiiro|K*, and, what is ti n thousand 
tinieii wor.se, degracled and ruined in your i)wn. I .say. Sir, 
degi.ided and ruincHl ia reputation, and what may a|)pear 
worse lo tho.se to wlio.se iiiiiids sueh topie.s do not find so 
easy an access, the war will fall with tenfold weight upon 
our resources ; for a small sum sjnait now in due time, may 
he the means of saving us uii expenditure of ten times that 
amount, with iiitercsi— -ayts and convpound intere.^t accti- 
initiated u|)on it. 'Fhe ri.skingof a thousand men, dreadful 
as iliat alleriialive i.s, may ]»rcveiit the renewal ofithe hi.rrors 
of war on a more extended .scale; it may avert a xvar yi 
which v.'c may have to .engage lu*reafter with erippL»d re- 
sources — a war of boundless '.cx]KMuIiture, in •which other ^ 
pow'crs, ns well as Spain, may* lx; prejinrcd to take a .jiart ; 
a war, of which xt'm«ay indml be said, that when it is once 
begun no*man cap^ firctend to pre.scribe its limits. I eii^^ 

• tirely ngri*c in all that lin$^ Ig'eiV said of the bayards and 
difficulties inseparable, from w«ar, nnri ]( was certainly one 
of thosi' wlio held, some years^ api, that looking to the 
burthens under which this country lalxiiircd, wewVrc iindiT • 
severe^ rccogni/aiiees to keep ’the peace. I kiioxv thi» 
severity of tiuse burthens; but if I feel their weight - - if I* 
V(»l .VI. II ■ 



king's .mi:ssa(;e r f.i.ati\''e to nir. 


fed ;i|»))iv!iensive (as who must not r) of their eflect, in ease 
this most iieeessary measure-- -a measure which, ii|N)n all 
reasonable probabilities, must prove enVitual- slioiihl im- 
happily fail, I cannot but rely on tlh^se sound, eiili^^hteiied, 
liberal, and truly hiiif'lish principles — principles worthy of 
our best times, and of our most distinguished statesmen, 
which now t{[overii the councils of this country in her foreign 
policy, and inspii'i* tlU' elotpience of the ri;;ht honourable 
Seeretarv with a (h7i;ree <if fervour, eiuT^y, and elfect, i*x- 
traordinary and unprecedented in this House unprece- 
dented (I can ^ive it ini hi^lnr praise) even in the eK)- 
ipienee obthe ri<;hl honourable gentleman. iT feel that, in 
these principles, now adopted and avowed l)y the organs 
of onr (iovermneiit, we have a strong and inipri'^pable 
bulwark, which will enable us not ^ only to support* our 
burthens, and, should the day of trial come upon us, to 
meet the combined world in arms, but which will afford 
the slronirest ])ractical security against future dan/rer, and 
render it einineiilly improbable that we diall ever iiave that 
combined world to c(^ntc‘iid witlk, so lon^ as those ])riiiciples 
are maintained. Our hurthens may remain, but our (io- 
veriniu'iit kpow that when the voice f)f the peo|de is in 
their favour, they haver lewr, if ni»l within tlieir hands, 
wTthiu their ^rasp, 1 will imitate t|ie discri'tion of.tlu* Su- 
cretary, and go no frirther. kni»w, because we Inive 

*cxperienci*d, the extent i»f that juiuer; «)ur enemies that 
would, be, but wlio, on this account, willntot be so, know 
4 ^ because they see Its effect Mierej and ' dreads it. s ellect 
among themselves. Jf, InnVevjcrj th.it catastrophe, which 
His ^fajesTy’s Mini§tei> have taken llu* best means to avert, 
and wRich, in all human probability, will be averted, should 
junli.'ippily •fall u|kiii u.s, whaleviT' may he <iur hurllien.s, 
whatever may he the diflicirities with which wc may* have 
4o contend, let but His Majesty’s Cb)vernnient act steadily 
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ii|) to till* |>riiifi]ilos tlii-y haw avowed, and let tlv cinmtry 
hilt remain true to ihwdf, and 1 have no fear of the rest. 

.Mk. Hiiioiit vAiitended that no a^ of a|'j;n-ssion against 
|*ortngal had lavn avitwed liy Spain, and that consiipiently 
no cMftus fu'di'r'iJt existed, and we were not Iwiind hy tlic 
terms of tlie treaty to enihark in hostilities. The oeciiita- 
tion of Portugal hy o.tKN) men would amount to nothing 
more than an armed neutrality. No^, hy the terms of the 
treaty, we were only Ixiund to assist Portugal in the event 
of aetiial hostilities having b(>en etmnneneed, and then wc 
tt'ere Itoiind to attaek Spain witli all ojiir might. 


MR. CANMXtPS UEPT.Y. 


r rise, Sir, for the ptirpo.'se of" making a few 
observations, not so nineh in answer to any gene- 
ral arguments, as in rdjdy to I'v’o or three parli- 
eiilar objections which htive Itecn urged against 
the Addrc.ss which I hav^^ liud the honour to pro- 
po.se to the 1 Fouse. ^ _ ** 

In the first jdace, .,i franlely atVmit tn my 
honnurable friend (Mr. Rankes), tlte member for 
J)urse,tsliirc, that I have, understated the* case 
against* Spain-*^!’ have done so designedly — \* 
warned the House that* 1 .woiild do so-vhecause 
1 wdshed no further to impeach* the conduct of 
Spain, than was npccssary for cstabli.'jhing the 
va.su^ fa'Jeris on behalf of Portugal. To have 
gone further — to have made a full statement of 


ri 2. 
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the casf against Spain — would have been to pre- 
clude the very object which I have in view ; that 
of coai)ling Spain "1:0 preserve pcabe without dis- 
honour. • 

The honourable gentleman (Mr. TJright) wlio 
s|)okc last, indeed, in his extreme love for peace, 
proposes expetliosits Avhieh, as it appears to me, 
Avould render war inevitable. He would avoid 
interference at this moment, when Spain may 
be yet hesitating as to the course which she 
shall ad6pt ; and the language which* he would 
hold to Spain is, in etlect, this- “ Yon have lu't 
yet done enough to implicate British faith, 'and 
to provoke British honour. Von have not done 
enough, in merely enabling l/ortugiiese rebels to 
invade Portugal, and to carry destructioi] into her 
cities ; you have nut done enough in combining 
knots of traitors} whom, after the most solemn 
engagements to disarm and to dis])crsc them, you 
carefully vcassembled, and equipped and sent 
back with Spanish arms, to be ])lungcd into kin- 
dred *l*ortuguese .bosoms., J will not stir for all 
*these things. Pledged tliough I am by the most 
solenin obligations of treaty to rcsei)t attack upon 
4kOftugal as injurious t'o *KnglaH/.l, T love too 
dearly tlm peace of Hiropp, to be goaded into 
activi^ by such trifles us thesu. No. But give 
us a good declaration of war, and then I'll come 
Sind tight you with all, my heart.” — This is, the 
bonoiirablc gentleman's contrivance for keeping 
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peace. The more clumsy contrivance • of His 
A^ajesty’s (lovcrliment is this:— “ We have seen 
enough to show to the world that Spain authorised, 
ifsho did iu)t instigate, tlic inva.sion of l*(»rtugal 
and we say to Spain, “ Heware, we will avenge 
the cause of our ally, if you break out into de- 
clared war; but, in the mean time, we will take 
effectual care to IVustnitc your concealed hosti- 
lities.'’ 1 ap])cul to my honourable friend, the 
member for J)orsetshirc, whether he does not 
prefer thifi c<uirse of His ^Majesty's (Jov'erument, 
the object of which is to ni]> growing hostilities 
in the ear, to that of the gallant and chivalrous 
member for Hristol, who would let aggressions 
ri|)on into full maturity, in order that they may 
tiieubh mowed down with tlie scythe of a magni- 
ficent war. 

Aly honourable friend (Mr. *lbmkes) will now 
see why it is tliat no papers have been laid before 
the House. The. facts' which call for \)ur inter- 
fcrcncc in behalf of Portugal, are notorious astlfc 
noon-day sun. Tltal i.ntcrfereace is. our whole 
present object. 1'o prove more than is sufHcient' 
for thjiit object; by ])apcrs laid upon the tahle of 
this House, would ha'te'beeu ‘to preclude S])ai> 
from that /ikw /AW/cwi/rf\*which avc arcjiib»)ve all 
things desirous to ^u’cscrve to'hor. It is difficult, 
perhaps, with the full knowledge which the Go- 
veriyncnt must in *such cases possess, to judge* 
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what exact portion of that knowledge should be 
meted cut ft)r our present pur))oso, without hazard- 
ing an exposure which might carry us 1<jo far. I 
know not how far 1 have succeeded in this re- 
spect; but 1 can assure the House, tliat if the 
time should unfortunately arrive when a further 
exposition shall become necessary, it will bt; 
found, that it was not for want of evidence that 
my statcmenl of this day has been defective. 

An amendment has been proposed, ]>urporting 
a delay cdf a week, but in elfeet, intended, to pro- 
duce a total abandonment of the object of llw? 
Address ; and that amendment has been jiistilied 
by a reference to the conduct of the (lovernmeut, 
and to the language used by me in this House, 
between three and four years ago. It is staletl, 
and truly, that I did not then deny that cause for 
war had been given by France in the invasion of 
Si»aini if we had then thought tit to enter into war 
on that account. Hut it seCms to bo forgotten that 
there is one main ditference between that case 
and ihe present — which diftcrenen, lu)wcver. is 
essential and all-sulKcien(. We were then /riv 
to go to war, if we iileascd, on grounds of polili- 
tical expediency; •l}ut \tc w'ciie not then bound 
to interfere, on behalf df Spain, as we now are 
bound to interfere oh behalf of Fortugal, by the 
obligations of treaty. War might then have been 
our free choice, if wu had deemed it politic : in- 



tcrfercncc on holialt'or l*ortiigal is now cyir duty, 
ujilcss we arc prepared to abandon the principles 
oi'national I'aitli and national honour. 

Jt is a sin^ulai' conrusion of intellect which 
eonfoiinds two rjfsos so precisely dissimilar. I’ar 
from objecting to the reference to f refer to 

that sanu‘ oecnsion to show tin.* consistency of the 
conduct of myself and my colleagues. We were 
then accused of truckling t<* I'rance, from a pusil- 
lanimous dread of war. We ji|)lcaded guilty to 
the- ehargi: of wishing to avoid war. ■* Wc dc^- 
!*eribed its inc.\|)edicncy, its inconveniences, and 
its dangers — ' dangers, especially of the same sort 
with those which 1 have hinted at to-day.; but 
we. declared that, although we could not overlook 
those’ dangers, those inc«)nvcnicnccs, and that 
ine.vpiidieney, in a ca.se in which remote in- 
t(!rest and doubtful ’policy vwre alone assigned 
as motives for war, we would cheerfidly affront 
them all, in a case— -if it should- arrive — where 
national faith or national honour were concerr.ed. 
Well, then, a case now nr.iseu, ,of which the 
essence i.s faith — of which the character is honour. 
An<l when wc call upon l*arliainc’nt, not fip:.offon- 
sive vfar — which wa's proposed to as in 
but for defen.sivc tivmaiijcnt^ we are ij^ferred to 
our abstinence in 1823, as' disqualify iiig us for 
e.xcrtiou at the |>re.sent • moment : and are told, 
tlijit because wc tlid not attack France on tlrtit 
occasion, vve must not defend Portugal on tlijs. 



104 KIXC.'s iUESSAt-K KFLATIVJ-'. lO Till: 


I, Sir, )iKc the proposers of the amendment, 
])Iiute the two eases of 1S23 and 1S2G, side by 
side, and deduce from them, when taken together, 
tile exposition and justificatimi of our general 
policy. I ap|)cal from the warlike preparations 
of to-day, to the forbearance of 1823, in ])roof of 
the pacific character of our counsels ; 1 appeal 
from the imjmted tameness of 1823, to the Mes- 
sage of to-night, in illustration of tiie nature of 
those motives, by n’hich a (Jovernment, generally 
pacific, may nevertheless be justly roflscd into 
action. 

Having thus disposed of the oUJcctions to the 
Address, 1 come next to the suggestions of some 
who profess themselves friendly to the pur|)Ose of 
it, but who wouhl carry that ])urposc into 'effect 
by mean.s which 1 certainly cannot approve, it 
has been suggested, Sir, that we should at once 
ship olfthi* Spanish refugees now in this country, 
for Spain ; and that we should, by the repeal of 
thaForeign Knlistnient Act, let loose into the con- 
test ail the ardent and irregular s|)irits of this 
country. Sir, this is the very suggestion which 
I have anticipated with apprehension, in any war 
ii.}..w]iich thi.s country might 'be engaged, ill the 
present unquiet state of the, minds of men in Eu- 
rope. 'fliesc arc t!ic c.vpcdicnts, the tremendous 
character of which I «vcntured to adumbrate 
rather than to describe, in ihc speech with 
which T prefaced the present motion. Such ex- 
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])e(lients I disclaim. I dread ami deprecate the 
einpluyment ut' them. So far, indeed, as Spain 
herself is concerned, the employment of such 
means would be strictly, I might say, cpigramma- 
tically just. The Foreign Enlistment Act was 
passed in the year li^lO, if not at the direct re- 
quest, for the especial benefit vof Spain. What 
right, then, would Spain have to complain if we 
should rc])cnl it now, for the especial benefit of 
Portugal ? .* 

The sSphnish refugees have been harboured in 
this country, it is true ; but on condition of ab- 
staining from luistilc expeditions against Spain ; 
and more than once, when such expeditions have 
been planned, the British (lovernnicnt has inter- 
fered te suppress them. How is this tenderness 
for Spain rewarded ? Spain not only harbours, 
and fosters, and sustains, but afrms,^ equips, and 
marshals the traitorous refugees uf Portugal, and 
]) 0 urs them by thousands into the bosoiA of Great 
Britain's nearest ally. So far, then, as Spain is 
concerned, the advice qf those, who , would send 
forth against Spain sudi dreadful elements of’ 
strife and destruetiuii, is, as I have' admittcj.v not 
unjust. • But I- repeaf, again' and again, that i* 
disclaim all such expedients | and that^l dread 
especially a war with^Spain, because it is tiic war 
of all others in which, by tiie cxam])1c and prac- 
tice.of Spain herself, such expedients arc most* 
likely to be adopted. Let us avoid that war if 
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\vc can~-tlial is, if Spain will permit us to do so. 
lint ill any case, let us cndcavriiir to strip ayy 
war — if Avar wc must have — of that furmidablo 
and disastrous character whidi the htmoiirahlc 
and learned •'onticman (Air. IVi-ouijhain) has so 
eloquently described ; and which 1 was ha|ipy to 
hear him eoneiir with me in deprecating, as the 
most fatal evil by which the vvorld could be 
afflicted. 

Sir, there is aiv^hcr sujrf^ostion with which I 
cannot a’fjree, althmidi brouji^ht ibrwafd by two 
honourable members (Sir II. AVilson and M.'. 
Haring), who have, in the most handsome manfier, 
stated their reasons ibr ajiprovin^ of the line of 
conduct now pursued by llis Alajesty's (Jovern- 
incnt. I'hose honourable members insist fiiatthe 
rreneh army in Spain has been, if not the eanse, 
the encoura;;jL‘meKt, of the lute attack by S|>ain 
against Portugal ; that His Alajesty’s Govern- 
ment were highly culpublL* in allowing that army 
tu enter into Spain ; that its stay there is highly 
injurious to llriti.sh interests and honour; and 
■that we ought instantly to c^l upon i'raiiec to 
withdraw it. 

f • 

„ There arc, Sir, ‘so mhiry consideratiohs con- 
nected with these jnojiositipns, that were I to 
enter ^nto thenu all, they would carry me far 
beyond what is cither, necessary or e.vpediont to 
•be statcH on the present oeeasion. Knopgh, 
pcrha])s, it is for me to say, that 1 do not sec how 
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the withdrawing of the Frencli troops froip S])ain, 
could cftect our ‘present purpose. I believe. Sir, 
that the Freiicli army in Spain is now a protec- 
tion to that verj pnrty which it was originally 
<-ailod in to put down. Were the French army 
suddenly removed at this precise moment, 1 verily 
believe that the immediate effect of that removal 
would be, to give full .sco|)e to the unbridled rage 
of a fanatical faction, before which, in the w'hirl- 
wind of intestine strife, the parly least in numbers 
wouhlibe’swcpt away. * 

So much for the immcdhile effect of the demand 
which it is proposed to ns to make, if that demand 
were instantly successful. But when, with refe- 
rence to the larger (jiicstion of a military oceupa- 
tion («f S|)ain by Franct*, it is averred, that by 
that occupation the relative situation of (ireat 
Britain and France ds altered; that France is 
thereby c.xalted and Clreat Britain lowered, in 
the eyes of Europe ; — I must beg lcavc*to say, that 
r dissent from that averment. The House knows 
— the country kiuAv.'^^ — that .when, the Ereneh 
army w'as on tlu; point of entering Spain, llis 
jMajesty’s (Jovemment did all in their py\ver to 
prevent it ; that we fcslsted It by all means, short 
of Mar. 1 have just itow^ stated sojpc of the 
reasons why we. did not think* the entry, of that 
army into Spain, a suflicient gn>und for war ; but 
thpre was, in addition, to those which I ha^e 
stated, this peculiar reason, — that wlialcvcr eti'Qct 
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a war, commenced upon the mere ground of the 
entry of a French army into S])ahi, might have, jt 
probably w’ould not have had the eii'ect of getting 
that army out of Spain. In a \^ar against France 
at that time, as at any other, yotl might, pcrlia])s, 
have acquired military glory ; you might, i)crhaps, 
have extended y<Air colonial possessions ; you 
might even have achieved, at great cost of blood 
and treasure, an honourdbic pence ; but as to get- 
ting the French O'lt of Spain, Ihul would have 
been the diic object which you, almost certainly, 
would not have accom|ilished. How seldom, it; 
the whole history of the wars of Europe, has any 
war between two great powers ended, in the ob- 
taining of the exact, the identical object, fur 
which the war was begun ! 

Besides, Sir, 1 confess I think, that the effects 
of the IVcncli occupation of Spain have been infi- 
nitely exaggerated. 

[ do not blame those c.xaggcrations ; because I 
am aware that they arc to be attributed to the 
recollections of some of the bfcst times of our his- 
tory; that they arc the echoes of sentiments, 
which in the days of William and of Anne, ani- 
isated the debates and dicta*ted the votes Of the 
British Ptyrliamcnt. No'peace was i]i those days 
thought safe for this 'country while the croM'ii of 
Spain continued on the head of a Bourbon. But 
w^crc not the apprehensions of those days greatly 
overstated ? — lias the power of Spain swallowed 



AFFAIRS «F PORTrOAI.. 


109 


up the power of maritime England? — Qr does 
England still remain, after the lapse of more than 
a century, during which the crown of Spain has 
been worn by a Bourbon, — niched in a nook of 
that same Spain--Gibraltar ; an occupation which 
w'as contemporaneous with the apprehensions 
that I have described, and which has happily 
survived them ? 

Again, Sir, — is the Spain of the ])rescnt day 
the Spain of which the statesmen of the times of 
William dnd Anne were so much afrafd ? Is it 
indeed the nation whose puissance was expected 
to shake England from her sphere? No, Sir, it 
was quite another Spain — it was the S])ain, within 
the limits of whose empire the sun never set — it 
was Spain “livV// the Imtie/s*' that excited the 
jealousies and alarmed the imaginations of our 
ancestors. • * 

Hut then. Sir, the balance of power! — The 
entry of the Frepeh army into Spain' disturbed 
that balance, and we ought to have gone to nar 

#■ I " " • 

to restore it ! 1 havb already said, thpt when the 
French army entered Spain, we might, if we" 
chose, have resisted or resented that mcasiii;e by 
war. 'But wci'ic therh n^ othhr means than wae 
for restoring the balance o,f power ? — Is thp balance 
of power a fixed* and unaltcAibie standard.? Or 
is it not a standard jierpetually varying,^ as civili- 
zatjpn advances, imd as. new nations spring up* 
and take their place among established political 
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communities ? The balance of power a century 
and a half ago was to be adjustecT between France 
and Spain, the Notlicrlands, Austria, and Eng- 
land. Some years afterwards," Itussia assumed 
her high station in European 'politics. Some 
years after that again, Prussia became not only a 
substantive, but a ]»reponderating moiiarcliy. — 
Thus, while the balance of power cuiitinuod in 
principle the same, the means of adjusting it be- 
came more varied- and enlarged. They became 
enlarged, Tn proportion to the increased nlimbcr 
of considerable states — in proportion, 1 may say, 
to the number of weights which might be shifted 
into the one or the other scale. 'J'o look to the 
policy of Europe, in the times of William and 
Anne, for the ])urposc of regulating the balance of 
power in Eur(»|)e at the present day, is to disregard 
t lie progress (»f evc'hts, and lo eoiifuse dates and 
facts which throw a reciprocal light upon each 
other. 

^t would be disingenuous, indeed, not to admit, 
that the entry of Uk- French army into Sjiainw'as, 
in a certain sense, a dispatagement — an aftront to 
the pride — a blow to the feelings of ]']ngland ; — 
and ^t can hardly be supposed that the (Ubvern- 
ment did. not sympathi/p, <on that occasion, with ^ 
the feelings of the ‘people. IVut 1 deny that, 
quc.stioDable or censurable as the act might be, it 
was one which necessarily called for our direct 
and hostile opposition. Was nothing then to be 
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done ? — Was tlicre no other mode of renstance, 
t^an^ by a dirccl attack upon France — or by a 
war to be undertaken on the soil of Spain? What, 
if the possession* of Spain might be rendered 
liarraless in rival liunds— harmless as reganled us 
— and valueless to the possessors? Might not 
compensation for disparagemeiTt be obtained, and 
the policy of our ancestors vindicated, by means 
better adapted to the ]>rosent time ? If France 
occupied Spain, was it nccc.'Mary, in order to 
avoid Uietionscqucncos of that occupation — that 
we should blockade Cadi/. ? Ao. f looked an- 
otlTer way — 1 Sought materials of com|)cusation 
in another hemisphere. Contemplating Spain, 
siich as our ancestors had known her, I resolved 
that if France had Spain, it should not be Spain 
“ MvV// llie /mlifx.'' T called the Xew World into 
existence, to redress the balance of the Old. 

Jt is thus. Sir, that I answer the aeeusation 
brought against. His -Majesty's Clovefnment, of 
having allowed the French army to usurj) and 
to retain the occuphtiqn of Spain. ,That occu- 
patiou, 1 am cpiite conlident, is an unpaid and 
unredeemed burden to France. It is a burden 
of whieh, 1 verily believe, France would be* 
glad to rid herself. But titcy know little of the 
feelings of the French (loveVnrtient, and of the 
spirit of the French nation, who <lo not know, 
thid, Worthless or burdensome as that occupation 
may be, the way to rivet her in it would be, by 
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anfrry »»r iiiteinjicralc- roprosculalioas, to inako 
liu.‘ r<'iiiliiiiiaii<u; «>i' that, occupation a point .of 
iiuiiour. 

I hcliccc, Sir, there is no o'iher snhjeot upon 
Axhicli I need enter into ilefenec or exjihmation. 
The support winch tin- A«lilre.'^s has rciX'ived, 
iVoin ail )):'trlics in llu; ilflU^e, !ias heen sueJi as 
would make if. l»oil> niiseeiuly and umxi'atelni in 
me to trespass umie,e.e<>;(rily upon their patience, 
[n concin.'-ion. Sir. I .-iiiall enl\ (■nee more declare, 
that tile. 'ifiijeel oi’ tiie Addri-.s.s, which 1 jiropost; 
to you, i.s juii war ; olneel i-. ii> lake liic la: t 
chaiiet; oi’ pe:u;e. li’ %<’•* '*"1 t'o*’th, e.ii this 

occasion to the aid «>!’ i’(irluoal will ho 

trampled down, (o your inetricvalile di.s^'fae(‘ ; 
— and then will come war in the train of national 
dcgruilation. If, nnih-r eireumsiaiiet'.s like thesi-. 
yon wail till Spuii.- has maf.ired her seerei maehi- 
nation.s info open hoslilily. yon will in a liltle 
wliih: have the .sort ol’ w:ir reipiircd by llie paciil- 
to;’s;. -au>l win.* .'•hall .suv '^heo. that war will 
end? . . • 

• 

'riii' .Aiiii'iuiiiU'iif Wet- iliiMi put :inil tlii-rt* ;tp- 

.puririiii' oiilv thru ij* fi/.tr siipfNifU'i'.s lor-.M r. I Iiin.i''s |irfi- 
pfisiiiiiii ; iinci tin ipirsncii! w;i.- tiK'ti put :in>l t.ir- 

rk'il, w'uli tmlv tiu' sunii /iiiitiriKr nf Jl.-.'-tniiuiits. 
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AiA :i V-'ilY IKi* 

iijiiiiioiis, Mnri^i«|fafla i £rtTmi 
fiial W4I)' this ('oijiit.r\ sliall fV!>iH|»rl|i'(l h> 
VnliT. jUituuki' wfJiUiiiiy i‘mi;i- hilii il.^^ 4 

•<i5) 

U ttati iiU M ■ uk uw lii ■■ *,»illi a Hiirrn and 

iiiiiioii.*' (Ii.si.v to nriti^atc ratliri' th:ui oxits- 
|ivriii4-, ari l iiMiiiiiijU-iiiilv m ilu* WMoruiiiis. 
.not in tln'iniiiv. t‘ut:tl^^«|n»<if' n|iiiiiiiiisy^ yr¥, 
iiii< ('n.iiiri y, i lii.-m-w-f « 

■ lo:i\Miil iKHdiilil inil.iii h||i>|i 
rast'. uvoiii I'aiilvii! nniiti iii‘i' haiiiii-rs 

ail lliv li >lo and ,1. 


o> 4iiiy %Mati<»n will' wliirii 

.da Mn*:lii in i.milliti. It tin rii^- 

'I ]ii|d:ihiii< 1)1 this fi-iv in , 

tviiicli i‘'<i'itfs in^^'iii'xioii.s a|<|iM'lii-ii^iiiii^ 
|l is oiit*'iliiii» |4» lia\4 a i;i,inrs sin iiulli. Inil,, 
would mi: iiiK/lliVr lo n'^r 'll llki' .i ^niiil.- 
'Mo' I MiHi'iiMisiif'Ss •l^srti ii(*lh isj.i riiniy 
ill thi- MliiaiMii in wliii li lids rniiiih-\ sianiK. 

■ 

oiir Inii^iiicss is nnt to «scrk ii|i|Mirtiiniiii < ot' 
fiis|»la\ini! it, 4iiii lii^mliimiaiif iir rurn^r* tlif 

. ^ I ■ 

jirol’i'.-isiirsid' violi-iitand l•\iiu■!i^•^ll1^d ufiiifeiMW 
on ImiIIi sidi?s I’l'fd, lliai it ts not inlnn ^t 
I'j i:oiivi rl an iimpiro into an ailvciMiiA. 



i>-n .lij.iin. Sii . j> ihft :s|ij|||| (if thi- ni'r.MMit 
^ o 

• ; III' \\ hii'h^i j iip tMi Mw ^iws \v<Ti- 

' I - itjl'f IiMIImii wIkim* iiuisSMIki'O \V:|S 

a. i '♦ 

*«■ 4 i«rr--.:!i;ikoHn^triii^ 40 r^|ilif‘ri ? \ii. Sir. 
if V rSpsiiii if Wits tlii! S|vaiik, withiii 

ill!* iiiiiiK fit' wliKM fill* sjiri iir\»-r 

‘s*f if «:»■* Sjiaiii witii iln* I miii-s. fkati'x- 
('if(;ii llir ami tin* iiiiafriiia- 

nf t l hM ij imiunmmml' th iMi n ilu y ny ^ L liava 
:ili'r:if|y sa'ii; llial ihi*. Fmirh siiiiiy 

I'hffi'iaL Spain, \m* mii^lil, il'wnrlioHc li.ivr* 
rwMal«(iOli:i! lUfrisuri* fiy war. 

Hut tlifii. Sii-jlir ot‘ piiwi*rjXTIii' 

1-iilry fil' flu* ri't'iii'li army iiiIm S|>t(niiliK- 
tiirlifd thill. lialamM-, and %v«‘ nu^lit to havo, 
uoiu' to uai lif it ^ Hill iliorc rm 

oliii'mii'aii.N than war lor iVHU>riii^ h liaiii'.r 

ot'pov\i>i ' |s|ii«' lialaiM'i' ol'powrr a hxrd and 
iiiial*« raldi Niaiidard .* <li is it not. a standard 
l>('rp«:luully vaiyiii.a^a'« oivilizalion iulvaiif'.i;s, 
and ikS now natioii.s spViii^; up, and take lh«Mr 


hiihiiirc ot' powor a rt'iAury and ii hnlt* 

9 

< uu.<4 to III' adjiisti'd Imlwi^tii I'rancn siid Spain, 
‘ihi* Ni'tliorliiiids^and l^ii^iand^^MjJj^ii^triHij 
Soini* yt?ar> atirrward/, Itnsaia assiiiiiod Iht 
^ dau^iii l'.uMi|iraii poUlirft. yoars attiT 

ihai a^aiii. rriis.sia laTaiUf mil only a suh- 
.'il.tnlivi , hut a pn-pondi-ral ini* .pa^aaii 
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n\,TIIK ri)\i\ LA\\< 

ywii'w i-:L ivj:. 

Mr. Sv.i'iM-. r \i: Y ('\NVi\i: s;.*»xi-il I'^iW lii-.- 
V'-Miivi- ii-i'ir :l (‘uiMiinih'i*. Io r-.-nsiiU r '. r liu* 

Jj-j ! 1 1, r. I:il, ,-iun 0 (i.-ii. J\.. i. t.’.'i, ViLiliw* id tlif 

iJ'.liil iil i 

On llli- .''I'K \Ki- lt ]>imiF'LC 

S!ir r.slw \i;:: K N V I . II nI i;. i!, lu* li;i l iid »»])■■ 

Id ilic Iliiu.'d ri*'‘dl\ i;i*^ Ihi-ir iiih* ;i ('oniPiilh-i* ; hut 
Jh* hi ■j' ;r 1 lli.M .-.Ui’li nti hi- |s;irl iimI Ik: iMsdrr- 

^Iddil ;iN him, with n -"If. I -I In .I'ly iilfi rinr mi-jisiiris 

whii-ii h.* jinijMi.-dil \o ihi- < 'oniinilUi.- I'nr iluir ailnp- 

linii. 

JNfu. Sr.« iri:j .\Kv (’.\n\:\(. n ihal n!' ■. it '.va.s 

hilpM.sNihi'- ih.'ii thi' hniinurahid )i:>nrn. !, I>v a -c iiiintj In ;!k' 
iiiuiinli, CdiiU! I.v .Mi il«‘ v‘a • avai'r, ili.il ihr 

lllnri' ri :.fu!.ir Vhi!:!iI h.-ivr tii-i li in ..‘iVi ii Vnlii-i* 

I'll* lhi> iiiiitioii . I ; l»iil ■■ ■ ’hal h.'iii l:^■l■li rriiili'n-i! 

im{in<i-i!)ii'. iu i‘mii^i-|!i.-iu-'.- : T ijjiTd lis.-my Jill Himi.m-. Iu‘ 

■ iiiMi.i l ii nv imvi' (ihi- Sp. .i|,i r liavihu' Irfl ilii* Ch.iii j* that 
till’ lir.il.M- i!d Ji'.-nlvc ■l.-ili' a ( d !■ Upnll llli: 

('dill 

l*.riii!L* iluMi' ■ 

AFu. Si-cKi.TAKV (’anmm: iiioii aihliV'xM'-l liic 
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them a few minutes, while I express my grateful 
acknowledgments for the indulgence which they 
have lately extended to me. I do assure *the1n 
that I should neither have calfed for that indul- 
gence, nor have been disposed, to avail myself of 
it from considerations merely personal to myself ; 
and certain 1 am that there are those among the 
colleagues with whom I have the honour to serve, 
into whose hands a question of this nature might 
have been entrusted, with advantage greater than, 
I fear, it^will prove to have been to npne. But, 
Sir, the reasons which have induced me to take 
upon myself this task, arc simply these. Much 
as the question upon which 1 a'lU now to address 
the House, has been agitated, and great as has 
been the inflammation of men’s minds in .respect 
to it, in this House, and out of this House, it 
has been thought desirable, that when the propo- 
sitions of the Government on the subject should 
be brought forward in Parliament, they should 
Ije brought forward *in that maimer which should 
mosi clearly indicate that thefy were the -propo- 
sitions of fhe Governmdht at large, and not the 
emanations of a particular department. In tlie 
absence of my right honograblc friend thjp Presi- 
dent of the Board of l/Cade (whom severe indis- 
position^revents ffom ‘ attending in his place this 
day),* I can the more, freely say it, that to his 
.care especially this busine^ would have beeA 
much better cmifided, if it had not been that the 
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consideration to which I have just alluded, indeced 
me to allow it to he placed in my hands. 

If Ihis consideration was felt strongly in the 
beginning of the jwesent Session of Parliament, 
when the first ]M>stponcment of the question was 
proposed, and freely acceded to by the House, 
undoubtedly it has derived additional strength 
from the late afflicting dispensation of Providence 
(of which we are still. Sir, watching the issue 
with trembling anxiety), which deprives my noble 
• friend at tlie head of His Majesty's Government, 
'lofi the opportunity of appearing in his place in 
tbe*othcr TIuusc* of Parliament, to submit there, 
simultaneously, th*e same propositions which I am 
now about to state to this House to-night ; and to 
vindicate to himself that share — that paternity, I 
may rather say— of a measure, which I know my 
noble friend was most anxious sp to vindicate to 
himself ; and upon the success of which he was 
resolved to stake (more than perhaps any Minister 
of this country, within* my memory, has ev&c 
done Upon any me'asure of such a nature) that 
eminent reputation whicl) is naturally ’most dear, 
as well as most honourable to an individual In his 
exalted* station,' and, ^iP necessary, tliat station, 
. itself. * ^ 

It is, therefore,. Sir, not less as the represen- 
tative of my noble friend at the head of His 
Majesty’s Treasury,* than it is as the organ of Hisi* 
Majesty's Government in this House, that 1 brin^ 

1 2 
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forward the present, propositions. I only liope. 
Sir. tliat 1 shall be able so to communicate tlieiu 
to the House, as to prove not alti^gelhcr ah un- 
worthy evjiositor of a measure which 1 have 
derived from him, and of whicli he entrusted to 
me the charge. 

In acknowledging. Sir, the disqualifications 
whitrh I willingly admit that 1 labour under in 
bringing forward this measure, \ must also confess 
that there is, pejhaps, one (jiialification — niiiwjr 
and accidental — Ibr the discltargc of sKch.a duty, 
to which f may at the same lime lay claiie.- 
During the long and repeated discussions upon 
the Corn Laws, which have at different ])criods 
occupied the alfenlioii of Harliaim nt, it has so 
liappeued that T have never taken any part. In 
the year In 1.5, when the rpiestio]i was first 
agitated here, 1 >vas absent from tliis country. 
Ill the year IS22, when it was again liroiight 
forward, it did liappen also, tliat, from jiarticulur 
circumstances, my fot teing then cast for a v(^ry 
distant destinatioii, I was 'iiut in the habit of 
■attending v*ery assiduously in this House, and 
particularly upon the detailed discussions of the 
•Col'll Hill. M'ith the single exception (if a clause 
which my situation, mcmJicr'for ]..iverpoo], 
occasioned me tq bring in — a clause which gavtf 
to the House, I am afraid, a great deal of trouble, 
under the name of the “ g'?7;.Y////g clause,” and 
which was proposed to be inserted in the bill in 
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its progress tlirough Parliament, with rarious 
siiGccss, at diftcrent stages of its discussion— 1 
took no part whatever in the Corn Hill of 1822. 

True it is, also, 'that in the course of the last 
Session, L submitted to the House a proposition 
for the temporary opening of the ports, under 
the pressure of jiartieular cireuihslanees ; hut on 
that occasion there was on all ])arts of the House, 
by common eonsmit, an entire abstinence from all 
discussion on the general subject, of Corn. I 
’trust, tllercforc, that without any sort of merit of 
iinne, 1 come to the discussion, uninfluenced by 
feelings or prejudices, t(» wliieh. under different 
circunistunci's, 1 might have been liable. Iconic 
to this discussion without any jirepossessions, 
without any ])le(lgcs in favour of plans or propo- 
sals formerly suggested : and, at the same time, 
without any bias, without any I»ri‘(lilection, still 
more without any acrimony towards any of the 
parties, or opinions, cougeri\ed in those former 
iljscussions. , • * 

It does, indeed, surprise me, that into these dis- 
cussions so much of hoAtile feeling should pcca- 
sionally have found its way ; first, because I *feel 
that, as*to the rijsult, tfie ditfcrences are infinitely 
Ipss between the parties’ than they have been 
stated to be in argtiment; and,'sc6oiully, because, 
various as the opipions are which hgve been 
brought forward on this subject, on difi'orent sides, 
I have never yet seen or heard the extreme* 
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opinion, upon cither side, unequivocally and mi> 
conditionally supported. 

The general question is, as to the introduction 
of foreign Corn into this coifntry. It is obvious 
that the extreme opinion, on one side, would bo 
fur perpetual, unmitigated prohibition. It is ob- 
vious that the extreme opinion on the other side, 
would be for perpetual, unrestricted importation. 
Now, I have not yet met v/ith any [)erson who, 
by writing, or \r. speaking, has maintained abso- 
lutely, 'and without qualification, citHev "bf these 
extreme opinions. 

All between these extreme. o^)inions, however 
different or distinct the intermediate stages may 
be, each from the other, are yet only ([ucstions 
of mode and degree — questions, in discussing 
which, I think — as in discussing many others — 
gentlemen arc a\'it to usd arguments that rather 
go beyond their own meaning; but, between 
which, if can at lesjst Jjc said, that there is no 
Miipossibility of effecting an. approximation. ,I 
have never, met with the .advocate of a free trade 
in Corn, who, when pressed in argument, has 
not. jidmittcd, that, to the agriifultiq'al interest 
-of ‘this country, some profection .must be given. 
I have gever met, on^the other hand, with the 
persqn who has vaitried his agricultural doctrines 
so high ^ to say, that he was willing to risk all 
•the consequences of an.inflexible and unmitigated 
exclusion. On the one side, they who contend 
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most loudly for the admission of foreicgi Corn, 
allow, us 1 have stated, that a ])rotcction is due 
to our domestic agriculture. As to the mode — as 
to the amount— a:? to tlie degree — of that protec- 
tion, there are many opinions ; but, the principle 
that some such protection is due, 1 have never yet 
heard broadly denied. On the other side, those 
of the agricultural interest who press the doctrine 
of ])rohibition most strongly, always qualify such 
doctrine, as to the preference to }>e given to our 
own i.(gri2;nltural interest, by the adiilission, or 
rather, indeed, by the argument, that, however 
peremptory tlnS ^aw in that respect may be, there 
will always remain in Parliament, or (Parliament 
not sitting) in the Kxecutive Government, the 
power of allowing foreign Corn to come in to 
the aid of the country upon any special emer- 
gency. • • 

M'hy, then. Sir, we have the admission on the 
one side, that oi,ur own ^ agriculture is* necessarily 
to be protected --we have the admission on the 
other side that an uhrcpiitting exclusion of tbreign 
Corn is not the mode to be pursued, with a view 
to that pi'otection. Having these’ admissio^i^ upon 
the gcmcral |>rincipl&, all th’c rest is, as I *hav> 
said, a question of moefe and of degrep — a ques- 
tion, that is, in* what mode* and to what , degree, 
shall that protection to which the agricultural 
interest of this cbuntry.is so admitted to be en- 
titled, be extended ? 
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The last lew years have pro<liiccd two or three 
dislinet jdans, in rcl'ereuee to- the |»rotecti()n, 
which it is thus conceded on all hnfids it is neces- 
sary to afford to tlie aifricnltiirail interest. I may 
mention, in the first ])laee, the one to which the 
authority of the late Mr. Uicanlo's name is attached ; 
another, which 1 \^clievc originatecl with a noble 
lord, in the other House of Parliament; and a 
third, which I shall merely designate as that 
which comprises tlie doctrines of the more severe 
and theoretical of the ])olitical eeonomistsi.: and 
with which every body who is at all aecniaintcd^- 
with the periodical literature of the age, may be 
su])posed to be conversant. 

'riiese three plans, the Committee, will observe, 
have been devised by persons the most generally 
favourable to a free trade in Corn ; which plans, 
nevertheless, not only admit the necessity of pro- 
tection to the landed interest, but specify the 
mode and .degree in which, according to the 
noj^ions of those persons, ‘ that protection should 
be administered. One of these plans is to impose * 
a duty of twenty shilliugs,per quarter on Corn. 
(When,* in the -course of this arggmeut, 1 say 
Coriv,**! .speak of Wheat: -The duties on the 
other species of grain follow, of course, in due 
proportion!) I say, by ouc of tl\ese plans a duty ‘ 
of tw'cniy shillings j)cr ipi/irter on wheat imported, 
wjs to be hiiposcd, without reiercncc to price ; 
such duty to be diminished yearly, until it was 



rciinccd to live shillings or ton shilliygs the 
(jjiarter; at ontf of which mitigated rates that 
duty' was to Be permanent. The second plan, 
which was dcriscd*by a noble lord, as I have said, 
in the other House, diifcrcd from that of Mr. 
liicardo in this respect, that it proposed to begin 
the scale of protection at a* duty of si.xteen 
shillings, to be diminished gradually to ten shil- 
lings, and at that rate to be rendered permanent. 
The last plan to which I have r<pfcrred, and that 
which ^ the most recent, is, to lay a duty, once 
‘ii>r all, of five or six shillings ])cr quarter, without 
rc/lronce to price, which duly is to be of per- 
manent duratio]] ; but with this provision, that, 
ill case of a great extremity of pressure from a 
defective supply of our markets, it might bo 
doubtful whether such permanent duty should not 
bo relaxed. • . 

Mow, Sir, my objection to each of these three 
plans, is comprised in I'hc very case supposed, of 
the possible occurrence of such a jircssure, viz. 
that when that pressure comes, each or any of 
these phuis, if adopted,^ would prove delusive to ' 
the agricultural interest. Sir, it is' quite inmossi- 
blc to suppose, that, in a' state of extreme pressure,--* 
with famine in your ijtrtkits, in your workshops, 
and your cottages., the Govcrninout could continue 
to levy any such duty, whether of live shillings 
or of ten .shillings; at thy out- ports, on the im- 
portation of foreign Corn. Either the Parliament, 
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if sittinjf, would feel itself bound to interfere, 
under the pressure of such an emergency, and 
would suspend sucli duty ; or if Parliament were 
not sitting, the lixccutivc Government would 
assume the discretion to suspciul it. The objec- 
tion, therefore, to this mode of ])rotcctiun seems 
to be, that it d(A.'s not answer its jnirposc ; that 
it admits, indeed, the principle of protection, 
but does not carry it, in all cases, into eftect. 

On the other hand. Sir, what is the (qualifica- 
tion wlifch they who contend in sup])ortirig their 
side of the question for perpetual ])rohibitioiT, 
propose? They arc for perpetual prohibition, 
mitigated only l>y the occasional interference of 
I'arliainent, or the Executive Clovernmcnt. They 
ap])cal from legislation to discretioit — they are un- 
willing to take that steqi now, which their own ad- 
mission, that it may be to bt taken hereafter under 
the pressure of necessity, clearly shews that they 
coiitcmfdate, as probjiblc ; and they either 
ituposc upon l^arlianieut the .duty uf legislating 
under a dirp emergency, ,or upon the Executive 
to exorcise a discretionary pov,xr of suspending 
that* prohibition, which prohibition th(;y contend 
' Parliament ought in the firs't instance to enact. 

f 

From fhesc cxtrcnics;i I turn, therefore, to more 
practical questions.* What is the degree of pro- 
tection that ought to be givein to our domestic 
agriculture i Do the laws, as'they are now .ex- 
pressed, afibrd the precise degree of protection 
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which is desirable ? Do they afford it imthe best 
<nodc ? Do they afford it to a proper or to an 
unnecessary extent ? 

The law of thd year 1815 introduced for the 
first time, into the legislation of this country, 
upon the subject of Corn, and its importation from 
foreign countries, the principle of abs«)lutc prohi- 
bition — I say, Sir, for the first time ; and, so far 
as 1 know, it was the first linre, witlr only one 
exception. It docs appear, indeed, upon some 
rescafclics which have been prosccutotl into this 
’subject, that (long anterior to the act of 1M15 — in 
the time, indeed, of Kdward, IV. some three 
centuries and a half ago) a law was passed ; the 
substance of that law, T collect to have been as 
follows : — That, whenever wheat should be at a 
certain j)rice in this c«)untry, not only should 
foreign wheat be e.\'6liuh-<l JVrtm coming into the 
kingdom at all, but that tlic wheat grown in the 
neighbourhood nf one tgwi^in Kngluud, should not 
. be transmissible tp another town, where a difierpilec 
in the price of that commodity prevailed. 

[ need hardlv*obscrt’c. Sir, that I mention this 
law. only because, if l^wcre to say, without, quali- 
fication, that, in 18fo, the L’cgislature for the fira* 
time introduced tJiis* principle of prohibition with 
respect to the Corn Trade, I’shtmldbe lialUe to be 
contradicted upon the fafct. Hut. while I am thus 
citing that ancient law* t«> the House, land veiry 
shortly stating its contents, I apprehend that, it 
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cannot Iw voiy necessary for me to enter into any 
arguments upon them — such a precedent is not 
calculated, at this time of day, to weigh much 
with tlic House or with the courftry. 

In the year then, the principle of absolute 
])rohibition, up to a certain point, was adopted by 
the Legislature, and this ])riiiciple. Sir, was (piali- 
fied by the opposite princi|)lc of unrestricted 
importation. It docs ap])ear to me, on a calm 
review of the character of that act of Parliament 
— (not at Ull i)retending, that if I had happened 
to be among those, from whose deliberations that*" 
measure proceeded, I should have been at all 
wiser than my neighbours)- it does appear t() me. 
Sir, as if this was an experiment to combine the 
most op])osite principles in one anil the same act 
of legislation. In the act oflSJo, Sir, here is 
absolute ])rohibition’, up to eighty shillings ; but 
the moment you turn the point of eighty shillings, 
you arrive at unlimited imjiortation. 

Now% what was the consecjuencc of this mea- . 
sure? ' ]Vot that the (!Xtreme forces ])ruducod, by 
their operation, a mean power, and went on 
ainical^y together; but that each in its turn 
preva'ilcd, w'ith its ow'ii peculiar mischief— and 
that you h^d, wnthin the extent of seven years, 
from ISJ5 downwards, every result that could 
deter men of observation and experience from 
ever resorting again to tho princijile either of alx- 
solpte prohibition, or of unlimited importation ; 
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and, most undoubtedly, from any attcmpj; to unite 
again the two togctlicr. 

Let us no^'^ iiuiuirc what was the operation of 
this law? It passed, as 1 have said, in IS 15. 1 

say nothing at present of priei' ; 1 .shall come to 
the consideration of that point presently. The 
law o^l^<I5 innM)scd absolute jv^diibitiou up to the. 
price of eighty shi!ling.s. The harvest of LSIG, it 
is W'cll known, wa.s one of the most unfavourable 
that this country ever experienced. It was known 
to be «o as early as the beginning of August in 
• that year. It was on the 15th of August, 18l(i, 
that that avcKige of prices was to be prepared, 
which was to govern the question of exclusion on 
the one side, or importation on the other, for the 
next •three months. On the loth of August, the 
price of wheat was above the importing ])rice of 
the law of l!Sl5; bnt it had ,n«)t been so for a 
sidficiently long ])eriod to give an average ])rice 
above the iimiorling* price. 1]hc d’csult M'as, 
therefore, that the ports remained closed during 
three starving inoirths from August to Koveniber, 
181G; a'ld did not opeu until the ]5lhof\ovemT 
ber of that year, atler the ])riec had been liir about 
fifteen weeks above 'the unporting j)rice,* and,, 
when all the ’northerij pvrts of Euroiie were shut 
against supply. . 1'he ports'tojiipncd in November, 
IHIG, and remained open till the November of the 
following year, nVhen ^they closed, tlie average 
price being less than eighty shillings by the frac- 
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tion oi fire-pemr. The liarve.st of the year 1ft 17 
havin^f been nearly or quite as- bad as that of 
1810, wc had again a scarcity of supply, but the 
ports, thus closed in ^November, Jsl7, of cour.se 
did not open until Vebruary, Iftlft. 

Although the harvest of that year (1818) was 
most abiindniit, not only in this country, but in 
all the corn-growing countries of Europe ; yet, by 
some accident, or by some contrivance, the i)orts 
were continued oiieii on the loth of JVoveniber, 
Iftlft, by A fraction of /wo-y/cwec : and by fonse- 
quence, for the next three months, from .\ovein-. 
her, I8lft, to the (piartcrly average ofJ'ebruaiy, 
18l!>, an extraordinary influx of llireign Corn 
continued to inundate the coutitrv, alrea!lv inun- 
dated by a plenty of its own growth ; |)rices were 
in eonse({ucueo depressed to an extraordinary 
degree. Indeed, the efl'eet ofthese three monitis' 
importations produced, as 1 have said, by a frac- 
tional dift'crrnce of liru-pcmv, was felt inthede|)rc- 
cii|tion of the market for the three succeeding 
years.' 

. Thus, by tnc system of^'lSlo, the ports were 

■ 

shut when the supply at home was d^eticient, and 
..when the introductiuii of fweign grain was loudly 
called for— and opened when the home market 
was glutted, and w,hc.'i itVas most expedient to 
shut out foreign .supply,: and the one opera- 
tion and the other were jiroduced by fractious of 
Jhr-puice and of two-pcMCf respectively. 
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The consequence, then. Sir, of seating these 
two extreme iirineiplcs in action, of scttiifg them 
ill conflict wiil\ each other, was this — that each 
class of the oominunity in its turn became a suf- 
ferer ; and tliat each class a])plied to this House 
for relief. We all remember what the summer of 
IS17 was. And any honourable gentleman who 
will take the trouble of turning^ buck to the jour- 
nals of this House, will see with what hundreds of 
petitions our table was loaded, in the years ISJ!), 
1S2(), and 1821, when the agricultural interest 
was suifering from the extraordinary fluctuation 
of, prices. 'The extreme difleri*nce of jniccs 
during the period for which this system was in 
operation, that is from 181o to was not less 
than this_on the. one hand, one hundred and twelve 
shillings per quarter (this was in the year 1817} — 
on the other hand, thirty-cighlshillings (this was in 
1822), a fluctuation bc^mg no Icsis than seventy-four 
shillings per quarter I 

In 1822, the House listc«icd to' tlic prayer of 
•the agricultural interest, and the law of 1815 wSs 
revised. Of that revised law it may,be suflicient 
to say, that it has never come into operativu. It 
was,' nevertheless, in qiie respect, mnterially.dif- 
ferent from the law of 18L?. It called duty to its 
• aid ; it gave up, as a firincipjc, unlimited jirohibi- 
tion, and contemplated a price ‘at which Foreign 
Corn might be ^dmitte'd, under a j)rotecting 
duty. It admitted importation at eighty shillings 
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first, and afterwards Jijt seventy shillin;,^s — at a 
duty first of seventeen shillings, and afterwards 
of twelve shillings. But to that revised law was 
annexed or prefixed a clause, which stood as an 
outwork, as it were, to j>rcvcnt the body of the 
law from being ever approached. This clause 
retained the provision of the law of 1M15, that 
iinjiortation should be ])rohibiled up to the price of 
eighty shillings ; the consequence of which was, 
and still is, that we live now ns inucb under the 
operation^ of the original provision of expliision up 
to eighty shillings, as if the law of isl/i still con-^ 
tinued unaltered. The result, then, of the alte- 
ration of 1822, has been pcrfctlly null, for the 
revised law has never conic into operation at all. 

If, then, unlimited prohibition, or if unre- 
stricted inqiortation, whether singly or jointly, 
do not afford the proposed protection to agricul- 
ture in an uncxcoptiouaiile manner, and if it be 
admitted that duty is the bcltev mode of protec- 
tion, let us now consldoi the question of duty. 
Can any fixed duty ever be eb’cclual to answer' 
its own purpose '? Take, if Vou will, ]\Tr. Ricardo’s 
plan; or cithei: of the two ]j!ans to which I 
have tailed the attentioiuoj’ the ('onin'iittfe ; or 
take either of the dut^s jiroposetl by the act 
of 1822, fhat of seyontden shillings, or that of* 
twelve shillings ; and let it be fixed and invariable 
"T-and thixi see how it will ypcratc. Let us 
suppose the duty of twelve shillings to be iu ques- 
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tiuii. Wu find io iuivu been in uiiu year 

rtiic Inimlrod !jn«l twelve .shilliiifrs per (juartcr: 
cuiiisider Avhat an :i:r;'ruvulion an addiiion of a 
duty of twelve slifllinjrs would he of the sufl’er- 
ings of the conitminity, from the high priec of 
corn. In another year we find the ju ice of the 
tjiiarter to be seventydour sliillihgs ie.'ss : consider 
liow small would be the jirotcelion to the agricul- 
turist from a duty of twelve shillings added to 
thirty-eight shillings. 

It seems jierfectly clear, therefore, that a duty, 
to j)c en'cctually a jirotectiun on the one hand, and 
not an undue he.rden on the other, must vary 
with the jirice of Corn. 'I’he average of prices, 
for twelve years immediately jn’oeeding iMlo, was 
eighty-four shillings and five-jienec. Tlie average 
of the first six years of tliis |)eri«»d of twelve years, 
was seventy-two shillings ’and two-jienee. The 
average of the six years immediately preceding 
INl.i, was ninety-eight shiMings dnd sixpence. 
IVow, the jirice assumed by the law of 1815, was" 
eighty shillings. Tiiis jiricc was taken ujioii the 
consideration, no - doubt', that as the war was 
then at an end,' much was to be deducted fron^ the 
Jirice on accouid of the cessation of the war exjicn- 
diture. T think, ujrou lIic- whole, that that price 
was fairly chosen;’ and 1 mean to alti.x no Manic 
njion the law of 1815., in this respect. 

The average jirice of C.’urn for the twelve years. 


VOI.. VI. 
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I’roni l!?'i5 to the last year, was sixty-four shillings 
and elevcn-pcucu. 

The average price, for the six years following 
1815, xvas seventy-four .shillings and two-pence. 

And the average of the last six years of this 
period, from 1820, was fifty-five shillings and 
nine pence. 

In the year 1 822, the permanent price assumed 

was seventy .shillings. I am not disposed to 

([uarrcl with it,‘ although it is to be observed, 

that it goes upon a very difleront state of things 

from that which had governed tlic law of iSloT 

for it is to be remembered, that the reduction of 

taxation and of the public expenditure had j)ro- 

duced, in 1822, a considerable difibrence in the 

condition of the countrv. 

•• 

If it be considered that, in addition to the 
diminution ol' expenditure and reduction of tax- 
ation which 1 have just noticed, there was, in the 
year 1819, another luatanal charge effected in tlie 
state of the country by the act which restored 
the value of the currency,. I think it will be allowed 
that pn the very same principles on which, in the 
yt^ar* 1822, the ])ricc of seventy shillings may have 
been a proper one, sixty shillings would', for all 
purposes of justice and equity, to all parties, be 
sufiieicnt at this moment. 

Sixty, shillings is the lUQdium between the 
average of the last twelve years, and the average 
• of the last six years of that period ; it is the exact 
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average of the last four years. Is it not fai^, there- 
fore,, to eonsider this as the price, to which the 
protection of the agricultural interest sliould he 
limited, and whidh Parliament, looking to the 
principle of its fonner legislation on the subject, 
would be justified in fixing? My noble friend, 
whose researches, and opportilnities of inquiring 
into this subject, have been much more laborious 
and ample than my own, was of opinion, that 
sixty shillings was the price, up to which the 
landcd‘'interest arc entitled to protection.' 

* So much. Sir, for the amount ; next, as to the 
mode in which ibis protection ought to be given. 
1 have mentioned lt> the C.-ommittec the reasons 
which induce me to think that njivvd duty is not 
Ihc duty to be adopted — that a fixed duty, with- 
out reference t«) variation of price, must at one 
time be too high, at another too low — and, by the 
very circumstance that it does not itself vary, 
while the other quantity is- perpetually varying, 
it would be introducing perpetual inequalities. . f 
conceive, that a scale r>f duties, which should 
vary inversely as the prices of Corn, correcting 
the excess, and making up the deficiency, and 
tending by this alternate aid to their general 
' equalization, would bo that which wouUl carry 
in itself the best chance of general steadiness ; a 
property, which is perhapk the first thing, per- 
haps even before occasional chcajmess, to be" 

K 2 



considered in legislation on the subsistence of the 
pc(!j)le. 

As to the amount of .such duty — the grounds 
on which any particular amount should be as- 
sumed, is matter of more detail than 1 think it 
expedient at present to enter into; for I am 
aware, that prices in foreign markets, and many 
other matters of that nature, should properly 
enter into such a discussion. Tpon the best con- 
sideration which my noble friend at the head of 
His Majesty's CJovcrnment was able' to give to 
this subject, he .satisfied himself that a protecting 
duly of twenty shillings, where "the price of the 
(piarter of wheat is sixty shilliug.s, would be as 
much as it would be reasonable and fair to im- 
pose, and not more. 

Taking as the mean term of our plan the 
average price of wheat at Sixty shillings, and the 
duty at twenty shillings, it is projiosed to diminish 
that duty by two shillings for. every shilling of 
increase of the average price ahrv sixty shillings.; 
and, on the contrary, tc increase that duty by 
two shillings for every shilling which the average 
prjpfr shall fail /«’/wc sixty .shilling.s. .The.eftcct 
of this scale then will be, t'hat, frgin the assumed 
price ofvsixty shillings .iipto'sixty-one shillings^ 
there* will ^c a* duty of twenty shillings ; from 
sixty-ong sliif.ings to sixty-twp shillings, the duty 
will be eighteen shillings*; froni sixty-two to sixty- 
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three shillings, the duty will be sixteen shillings; 
fron\ sixty-threo shillings to sixty-four shillings, 
fourteen shillings; from sixty-four shillings to 
sixty-five shilling^, twelve shillings ; from sixty- 
five to sixty-six shillings, ten shillings; and so on, 
until the price having arrived at seventy shillings, 
all duty will cease, and importation be perfectly 
frce~with the exception merely of the nominal 
duty of registration at the Custom-house. Thus at 
sixty-five shillings, the duty will* he ten .shillings ; 
and at’seventy shillings, it will eeasc altogether, 
and importation be perfectly free. This, Sir, is 
the ascending siale of price. On the other hand, 
as to the descending scale from sixty shillings to 
fifty-nine shillings, there will be an addition of 
two shillings. So that, at fifty-five shillings, the 
duty will amount to thirty shillings — in other 
words, to a prohibithry duty,* as it is intended 
that at that price it should be. 

I trust, Sir, that it will b® felt that this project 
has been impartially conceived; and I confess 
that 1 can anticipate from those who insist upon a 
law of prohibition y on the one hand — or froni those 
who jnsist upon unlimited importation, o« j:he 
other Hand — np objection, but such as must in- 
evitably belong, ii> tlreirleyps, to every plan of 
compromise or settlement. * ' 

I am aware, indeed, that there is one, question 
which may arise from the statement that 1 have* 
made — I am aware that I may be asked, by the 
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agricultural body, “ If there be any point on 
which you arc prepared to grant us a prohibitory 
duly, why nut, at that point, establish an absolute 
prohibition?’’ 1 Avill tell you. Sir. In the first 
place, I think it no light matter, with respect to 
a subject which has been, not for years only, but 
for ages, under tiic consideration of Parliament, 
that there has been no instance, excepting that of 
iSlo, wherein prohibition has been an admitted 
principle of legislation. Even during a series of 
years, particularly from 1070 to 1774, when it 
was the object of Parliament, not only to dis* 
courage importation, but to encourage the expor- 
tation of British Corn, that di.scouragcmcnt of 
importation was carried into eficct, not by pro- 
hibition, but by duty. In the second place, I 
must say, that after the experience we have had, 
under the law of' 1815, there is no great induce' 
ment to our continuing this innovation, (for so 
I must call it). Tfiirdjy, Sir, . it seems to me 
tiesirable, that if there is to bc,a trade in Corn at 

V * 

all, it shouVl be conducted, as far as possible, on 
the pnnciples of other trades, in a sober, regular 
course, and not by perpetual jerks an4 impulses 
arising out of extraordinary emergencies' I am 
persuadodi that if , importation be always free, 
taking sufficient ‘security against an inundation of 
the hon)c market, it wifi flow in a regular, equable 
‘current, supplying the neal wa'iits of the country, 
jwithout overwhelming it; instead of rendering 
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the trade, as nuw, under the principle of t)rohibi- 
" tiun,,a perpetual series of alternatiiiiis between a 
drought and a deluge. 

1 think this ]>rdject will tend to equalize the 
prices, and keep that equalization ol' prices steady. 
The market will indeed assume such a steadiness, 
that, instead of a fluctuation bcl^vccn one hundred 
and twelve shillings at one time, and thirty-eight 
shillings at another, the vibrations will probably 
be found to be limited within the pmall circle of 
from about fifty-five shillings to about !?ixty-fivo 
shillings. The plan will provide agnin.st the mis- 
chief arising fro^i sudden gluts in the market at 
one time, and sudden dearths compelling us to 
legislate occasionally, in contradiction to our 
general system of legislation, at another. It will 
get rid of another evil of very great magnitude — 
the abu.ses of the svTstem, of averages. If, as 1 
have already stated, we see that a fraction of Jivc- 
/HMV one wfiy, qnd the other, shut 

the purls when they oiiglit to have been open; 
and opened them wliei\ they ought to have been 
shut, it is impossible iKit to entertain some sus- 
picion of the soundness of the system by Vfhich 
such ihconvciiicnt effects w6re produced. By 
this plan, the averages will be declared^ weekly, 
and each week’s average will 'gerv'ern the djity of 
the ensuing week ; what Voom can there be, in 

I * 

thq course of a w*cek, fur deep speculation ? In' 
an interval of three months, it is possible for great 



130 


«)X THK COIIV LAWS. 


capitalists to produce an effect upon prices by 
unfair means. But, under the new arrangement', 
when tile averajje of one Saturday will be over- 
turned by the average of the nCxt Saturday, what 
temptation — ^what opportunity can there be for 
the commission of fraud ? 

This plan will therefore tend to vindicate the 
respectability ofthe Corn T rade, which will as.«iuine, 
even in the eyes of those by whom it has been 
most suspcctccl,<a character more analogous to 
the regular trade oi‘ British merchants iir other 
branches of commerce. The plan will also get- 
rid entirely of the jtossibility o.f‘such an inter- 
ference on the part of the I'jxccutive CTOvernmcnt, 
which some gentlemen refer to with great com- 
placency as a cure, but whicli 1 confess i con- 
sider an aggravation of the present system. I 
am ])crfectly confident ,.and^su are my colleagues, 
that we did riglit some months ago in taking upon 
ourselves the rcsponsijbility of admitting Corn not 
uJniissiblc by law. But, though we were right in 
taking care^ of the public good, we were not 
unconscious at the time, and we have since 
rcccivt.'d painful information, that while we did a 
great public good, We did iituch private mischief. 
The meq^urc which w'as cadopted to save the 
country from thc'suffering whicli would have fol- 
lowed a scarcity— may have had the effect of 
injuring more than one private fortune. Honour- 
able gentlemen talk glibly of responsibility, and 
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taunt Ministers, as it' thcv would have bcch iiica- 
|■>ablc^of filling their situations, if tlu*y had licsi- 
tated to exercise an extraordinary discretion in 
such an einergcnc;^. I do not say, that, under a 
similar emergency, we shoidd not be ready to act 
with similar decision again ; but though such an 
emergency may liaA’c justified the exercise of an 
extraordinary discr(>tiun, it is surely iiicuinbent 
upon Ministers to endeavour to \)rcveut a recur- 
renee of it. 

' These art some of the benefits which this plan 
“ pro.sents to the House; and if it should appear, 
upon trial, that ifilorests, which are now supposed 
to be wide as the poles asunder, may thus be 
approximated more nearly titan is now believed 
to be possible— such a result would be worth all 
the rest. It will tend to sweeten the ill blood 
which has too long suljsisted between two classes 
of the community looking with jealousy at each 
other, and to unit^ cunfTictii^g opinions hs well as 
interests, which have appeared to be altogethci* 

irreconcilcable. ’ , 

• • 

These are the |U'incipIes on which the plan of 
His ]VIajc.sty's> Ministers is founded: these, arc 
the objects which they propose to carry into 
• cfl'cct. I have now oslv'to commit the. Rcsolu- 
tions, which I have t«) propose,* fi) the judgment 
of the Committee, w'honi’l entreat, to whatever 
objections they iiidy deem the plan to be liable in* 
detail, to receive it, as it is intended to be, in tlig 
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light o? a peace-offering from my noble friend at^ 
the head of the CTOvernmcnt. ' 

I 

The Resolutions arc calculated, as I verily 
believe, to allay jealousies, to ‘terminate disputes, 
and to convince those who have been long cause- 
lessly arrayed against each other, under a notion 
that their respective pros])orities were iiiconipa- 
tible, that there is room enough in the world for 
both, and that their advantages may be doubled 
bv union. . •• 

mr 

In tills spirit the Resolutions Inivc'’ been con- 
ceived, and in this spirit 1 trust they will b6 
accG|)t(?d. . * 

Thesubjoined Resolutions were then agreed to : 

ItJCSCILUTIONS. 

* That it is liic opinion oi* this ('oininittcc, tliut any borl 
of Corn, (rruiii, and riour, which may now hy law 

he iinjMirtcd into the C^niUni Kiiij^iloMi, should at nil times 
J)c admissible for home ii|M>n ]>ayinent of the duties 
following, viz. : — 

If iiii|X)rtedfroiii any foreig.i country. 

WiiKAT, viz. ' ' jC* J. (L 

— Whenever the average price of 

Wheat, iifade up ahd published in ' 
manner requirdd Uy biw, sliall be 
(iOs.* iujd Milder ()l.v, the quarter, 
the duty shall ?x* for every quarter... 10 0 

*- ** The averafi^e price of Whesit was siibscriuciitly altered to 

and a fnictiuii, and the other surts ut' (-urii, Grain, iMeul, and Flour, 
**iiidcrwcnt a proportionate iiiotiificatioiu 
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WlfKAT, viz. od S. d. 

\ 

- - - - and in respect of every in- 
tegral ^sliillincr, by which such price 
shall he above (i0.y. such duty shall 
be decrciLsed by Hif. until such price 
shall be 70.V. 

Whenever such ]>rice shall be at or 

above TOa. tlie duty shall be for 


every cpiarter 0 I 0 

Whenever such price shall ^be under 

(iOtf. and not under o9*v. the duty shall. 

be for every <piarler 1 52 0 


and ill respect of each intej^ral 

shilling, flr any part of cacdi integral 
shilling, by which such price shall he 
under such duty shall be increasc^d 
by s2.y. 

Kaiii.iiy. 

Whenever the* average iiricc of Bar- 
ley, made up and ]niblished in man- 
ner re(|uircd by Jaw, shall be iJOy, and 
under the ’quarter, the duty , 

shall be for Qvery quarter 0 10*0 

- - - - and in reflect of every inte- 
gral shilfing by which sucb price 
s>hall 1)c al)ovc such duty shall he 
decrc«'\scd by 1 (mL until such jirice 
shall be ‘ . 

Whenever such price shall be at or 

above 37^, tlie duty shall be for every 
(|uarter...* 0 I 0* 

— ■ ■ Whenever such price diail be iiiuler 
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JIauljiy. -t* </. 

30a. and luit under the duty 

sliall 1)0 for every quarter 0 II (i 

and in res|)ect of .*aoh iiitep;ral 

shilling, or any part of each integral 
shilling, by whicli such price shall be 
under !29*v. such duty shall be in- 
creased by &/. 

Oats. 

"W'lienever tlie average* price of Oats, 

nnule up and piiblislu*d in inapiier 
recpiircd by law, shall be and 
under the quarter, the duty 

shall be for every quarter 0 7 0 

- - - - and in resjiect of every integral 
shilling by which such ]>rice shall bo 
above S21jf. such duty shall be de- 
creasc*d by l.y. until sucli price shall 
be J2S.y. j 

Whenever such price shall ho at or 


i above the duty shall be for 

every quarter....'. 0 1 0 

— Whenever such price shall be under 
and not under Stlv. the duty 

shall be for every (|uarUT 0 S 0 

and ill res|)«*ct of each integral ' 


• • * 

shilling, or any part of each integral 
^ shilling, by. which ^Aiich'^pricc shall be 
under !£()«.* such duty shall be in- 
creased by l.v. ‘ 

Kyk, I*kas, and Bk\ns. 

Whenever the average jirice of Rye, 
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Rye, 1 ’eas, and Kkans. £ ». d. 

1 

or of IVns, or of Ituans, niacle up 
and prililislu'd in inaiiiior rucpiiivd by 
hw\ sliiilNbo and under :)Gy. the 
. (|iiarter, the duty shall be for every 

(fiiurler 0 15 0 

- - - - aiui ill respect of every integral 
shilling by which such price shall be 
above *35.?. such duty shall be de- 
creased by l.v. (if/, until such price 
shall be 45.y. 

Whenever such prici* shall be at or' 


above 45.y. the duty shall be for every 

(juarter. 0 1 0 

— — AVhenever such price shall be under 
S 5 .V. and not under i 31 -.y. the duty sliall 
be for every quarter 0 1C C 

and in respect of each intecrral 

shilling, or any ]Kirt of each int(*^al 


shining, by which such price shall Ik; 
under 31.v., such duty shall be 
increased by l.y. (W. 

WlIKAT, MkAT., AM)*l’l.oeH. 

For every Inir/el being ICCIb.f a 

duty eipud in sfnioiint to tlie duty 
])ayable on live biibliels of Wheat. 

()atmka*l. 

For every jjiiautity of 2521b., a duly 

ecjual in ainoiint to tlie^diUy piyable 
on a quarter of OaU. 

Maixi; on iNOJAN-CVchtN, Bitck-AVheat, Bkkr 
on Bioo. 

■ — J\>r every ((iiarter, a duty ecpiul in 
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Maizk^ or Indtax-C’okx, Uc« k-\Viii:at, Bkkr «f #. d. 
OR Bigg. ' . ^ 

amount to the duty ])aydole on a 
quarter of Barley. ^ 

If the prcKliice of, niid iin|K>rteil from any Britisli Pos- 
session in North America, or elsewliere, out of Kurope. 

AY UK AT. j .V d. 

For every (|uarter 

until the price of British AA^hi'at, 

inoile up and ])ubllshe(l in manner 
reqiiirJd by law, shall be per 
(|unrter. * ‘ 

AVhenever such price shall be at or 

above (io.v., the duty slivdl be for 


every quiirter 0 0 fi 

Barlkt. 

l.\ir (»verv quarter * 0 J5 0 


until the price of British Jhirley, 

made up and published in inaniier 
rc<iuireil by hiw, shall be {33.v. per 
i|uarter. 

AA'Iieiiever laich price slkdl be at or 

above 33.v., the duty •.shall be for 


every quarter * 0 0 6 

Oats. 

For 'every quarter .. ({ 2 0 


until the price, of Dritisli Oats,* 

made up and «|nil}Iisliod in luanncr 
ret][uireij law, shall I)c S hr. jicr 

quarter. , 

»- Whenever such pricQ ,shall he at 

or above 94r., the duty shall be fur * 
every quarter 0 0 6 
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Krp., BkANS, AM) 1*KAS. J* s. d 

For ifViTv cjiiartiT 0 3 0 


until the price of Hritish Uye, 

or of Itcnfts, or of Peas, made up 
and piiblislied iii maimer riH]uia‘d by 
law, sliall be lO-v. j)cr quarter. 

'Whenever such ])rice shrJl be at or 

al)ove 40jr., the duty shall be for 
every quarter 0 0 (> 

WiiKAT, Mkal, a\j) Fi.ora. 

— - For every barrel bein«r l!)(Jlb., a“ 

duty equal in amount to tlie duty 
jiayable.oii live bushels of 'Wheat. 

Oatmkai.. 

Ft)r every quantity of Sofilb., a 

duty eipial in amount, to the duty 
payable on a (|uarter of Oats. 

Maizf., oit iNmAN-CoRx/Hreji-WirKAT, Hkkii 
OH JtiCCi. 

For every (|uarler, m duty ocpial in 

amount to the duty jKiyable on a ^ * 
i[uarler of Ifarley. 

That it is the opinion i)f this Committee that all the said 
duties ^shall be regulated and determined from to 

wet'k, by the average prifes'of Com, made up in manner 
rccpiired by law, which pri^-cs shall, at the several |)oris of 
’the UnitL*il Ivingdoin, determine tlie .several rales of the 
said duties for and during the.week next aller the ri.‘ceipt 
of the proper certifici^tcs of such average prices, at sucl^ 
ports respectively. 
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Siu 1'. liiTRiiKTT, on llio otii of Marcli, KiihmiUul a 
motion for takinir into (*onsi(ioration the laws inflirtiiij; 
pi'iiallies and disabilities on His jVlajesty's Jtoinan C'atholic 
subjects. 

]M u. S Kc It KTA 10' C A X N I X c lo.sc at Iialf-past two 
o'clock in the iiiurnin^, and s])uk;c; to the following 
ertbet:* — Sir, al'lcr the prolracteil discussion to 
W'hich this debate has been already extended, the 
House has a security in iny discretion, us well as in 
iny present inability toaddress them at considerable 
length, that 1 sliuU no); trespass long upon their 
attention. Indeed, I am principally induced to 
rise, lesf'it tnighl appear disrespeotful to the 
■T louse and unbecoming in me, on account of the 
station Avhich 1 liave the honour to till, were I to 

I- 

abstain from .stating (ut> least ..shortly and suc- 

* '’llio lateness nf (lie hour at •ivtach Mr. Ciiiiniiig rose in the 
debate, and the tiiiio (nearly two hours) occit^/ied in the delivery 
of the spceeh, rendered it i|uilc iTi)])rjftlicub!o that a complete. 
rc]X>rt of it should be published in the iiewsjiapors of the morning 
on which it was spoken. A fiiTl report of this speech is now for 
:.!ie first time published ; it is printed from copious notes, taken at 
tl:c time, and subscc|uently transcribed, with fidelity and diligence, 
by the Kdttor. 
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cinctly) the grounds on wliich I give my vote this 
might. In doing so, I think it inay nut be inc\- 
pc'didht to rccjll the attention of the House, more 
accurately than iC has been called during the 
greater part of the discussion, to the (|uestioii 
iniincdiately under its eoiisidcration. 

'J’lie honourable baronet (Sii* I*’. Hiirdett) who 
brought this (|ueslion (brward, iiitrodueed it with 
the gciien»sity and pr(»digality (»f arguuice.t of a 
person, wh«> thought that all — or ut.least, th ;l the 

* main point— was included in his llesolution, and 

* uiniltcd to state accurately and precisely the pur- 

port and extent* .of the ]>roposition before the 
House. Of this omission, 1 must say, a most un- 
fair and uiuvarrantablc advantage I)as bei-n taken, 
sim])ly lu'causc the honourable baronet did hot 
ask the ))1ain ipiestion, which was all that was 
intended by the Ucscjhition, — !)»> you, a new 
l*arliament, entertain the same opinion us vour 
pyedcccssurs did, .as to thp |M'opricty and iiuport- 
unce of considering the claims of Homan 

(^’atholic fellow-subjects I" I own I did not ex- 
pect that therefore .an objection would have becn 
niade t.o him. ter nut having included the di^tiijls 
of a iiieiLsurc ii\. a prciriuinary fesolutiun of prin- 
ciple. [ should not hav'c ’expected this jniseon- 
struction of arguiucnt from a mcinbcr wiio - had 
only sat in this House for the tirst time ; but L 
confess 1 was little' prepared to have an example 
of such a confusion, set by judicial accuracy. 

VO I.. VI. 


1 . 
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The speech oi‘ the right honourable and learned 
gentleman (the Master of the Itolls) has bec.i 
partly historical and partly critical. The historical 
part, on the admission of tlu^ right honourable 
and learned gentleman himself, was inapidicaldo 
to the present question; and 1 shall presently 
show that his critical part was not less ina])]io- 
site. The right honourable and learned gentleman 
began, continued, and ended his speech, by com- 
plaining that securities were oft’ored on the 
part of the Roman Catholics. If the. right iionour- 
ablc and learned gentleman required securities, 
how were they to be propounded t Where? and 
in what ? In a Resolution hirsooth calling upon 
you to declare, whether you will atfirm or abjure 
the inherited opinion of jonr predecessors? When 
the House declares its opinion in aftirmation or 
negation of the iieccssity and importance of en- 
tertaining this measure, then will be the time for 
deliberating on the >nioasurc in its details — then 
'w.ill be the time for eonsider>ing what bill, and 
what provisions, it will be proper to introduce — 
then ^will be the time to take the question of 
securities into consideration, and to ingraR them 
upon any measure which mhy be brought forward, 
subsequent to the decisioa of this question. But, ‘ 
Sir, until that time arrives, honourable gentlemen 
might, without impropriety, restrain the expres- 
sion of their surprise, that the honourable barpnet 
had not, in the first instance, introduced a measure 
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in all its details to the House. The hohburable 

* 

baronet has dune ri^dit in omitting to do so. And 
I certainly, for one, shunld have thought that the 
honourable baronift had acted in a very strange 
manner, and that he had perplexed and defeated 
his own ubjcct, if he liad, in the first stage of his 
proceeding, encumbered his resolution with securi* 
tics for the Protestant religion, and with all those 
other and numerous accessories which he miglit 
have collected, from the deluge aip to the Kevo- 
* hition. • • 

The question now ])ro pounded to the House is 
tins — “ Is the Hpusc deeply im]>resscd with the 
necessity of taking into immediate consideration 
the laws iuHicting penalties on His Majesty's 
Roman* Catholic .subjects, with the view of re- 
moving them?" This is the question— this the 
simple principle which tln{ House is now called 
upon to negative or to attirm. Is this question 
an unimportant ode — is It a/iucstion oPidle and 
otiose curiosity ? Jfo! But it is asked, because * 
since the last discussion, upon this subject here, 
the House has be{;n returned to its constituents, 
and because an endeavour has been mailc to 

■ • . t - • 

spread libroad an im|lression that it is now sent 
back wholly changjed i— an assertion which I 
totally and utterly disbelieve. ‘The object of the 
resolution then', Sir, is to ascertain whether . this 
imputed change hfl.s been wrought, and if it has * 
taken place, (which 1 again declare i disbelieve) ^ 
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it would be surely impolitic and unbecoming to 
bring forward any measure of the kind, at ar. 
inauspicious moment, or to waste the time of the 
House by a discussion, which could only excite 
angry feelings, without the hope of a fortunate 
result. If it were otlicrwisc, if it should a})pear 
that no change lias been ctfected in the soiitiinents 
of this House, the grountl would then be fairly 
open for matters connected with this resolution, 
and for the consideration of those topics eonse- 
(juent ifpon its adoption. 

But, Sir, because a detailed sidu'ine of securi- 
ties has not been now prcinatiiiely brought for- 
ward, the right honourable and learned gentleman 
has thought proper to accuse me of abandoning 
the idea of securities, which f at onct time re- 
garded as a necessary accompaniment of any 
measure of relief to the Human Catholics, and 
upon this he has founded a charge of inconsistency 
against ihc. Sir, .1 have not aliyred or abandoned 
any sentiment or principle I have ever entertained 
upon this important question. It would have 
been more correct and* satisfactory in the right 
h^ufiurablc and learned gentleman (w'crc it within 
his power to do so) to have stated in what way 1 
have aljjanduncd iny princijiies. Why does the 
right honourable and learned gentleman say, that 
1 have abandoned the* notion of the necessity of 
securities ? What proof has he that I have ^one 
so ? Where is the evidence of my dereliction of 
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them? 1 du not; know whether or not the right 
konotiruble and learned f^entlcman was in Parlia- 
nient in 1H12, when 1 first voted for this measure. 
[It was intimated Across the table to Mr. Can- 
ning that the Master of the Itolls was not then in 
Parliament.] Well ! as the right honourable and 
learned gentleman was not in l*arlianient, I will 
furnish him with a short abridgment of the history 
of this (question sinee. that period. 1 will be his 
historian of these later times. • . 

In tlfle y^ar isfj, I tunk the liberty to’move a 
resolution, which was veiy nearly the same as 
that miw |)ro])o^fcd by the honourable baronet, 
with this diftcrence, that, as it was near the close 
of the session, the resolution that [ moved ])ledged 
the House “ to take into its most serious consi- 
<leration atrlii in I he net I .se/ixfiin of ParHanwnl, the 
state of the laws affecting His •Majesty's Homan 
C'atholic subjects in (.Jri.-at Britain and Ireland, 
with a view to sufh a iinnl aud conciliatory adjust- 
ment as mav bo »condiicivc to the peace and'* 
strength of the Hnite.d Kingdom; to tljc stability 
of tlie Pn»testant establishment, and to the gene- 
ral satisfaction' and concortl of all classes of .* yis 
Majesty’s .subjq,cts.” " 

It so happened, that the’ tcrniination of.the ses- 
sion (like the termination of that t>f last year) was 
at the eve of a dissolutioii — ray resolution w'as 
carried — and the Parliament of ISl.'J adopted the* 
pledge, of their predecessors. A bill was then . 
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brought, in by Mr. Grattan, to \yhoin— from what 
I thought to be due to his fame, liis station, anu 
venerable age— I surrendered, and with pleasure, 
the fruits of the unexpected Victory that I had 
gained — a victory, which I will call unparalleled, 
as my resolution was carried by a ma jority of 159.* 
However, in pursuance of certain principles 
which I made the guide of my conduct, I under- 
took to form a scheme of securities, which were 
approved of ^ the House, and incorporated in 
tlie bilf. 

Now, Sir, a good deal of fallacy lurks under 
this word seairitivM, which, frotn the way they 
have been talked of by the right honourable and 
learned gentleman, might be thought to be (»f a 
political nature, and to involve important consi- 
derations of the interests of church and state. No 
such thing. They consisted simply of two points — 
the first was, to give the Crowm a certain au- 
thority in the noinbudion of 'Catholic bishops; 
J^nd, secondly, to subject the* correspondence of 
the See uf Home, a itli the Roman Catholic sub- 
jects, in this countiy, to'thc inspection of Govem- 
n\eH>t. Hut this correspcndenco was not created 
by the Bill : it did' then, and does joow exi^t. And, 
.supposing it even. haU been created by the bill, 
is not that question now greatly changed by the 
restitutjpn of the Pojic, who is at present in the 

• I 

* The greatest majority by wliicli a motion uii the Catholic 
Question was ever cirried in the Hdilsi* of Commons. 
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lull exercise ul' iiis authority at Home ? Theu he 
had none, and was in captivity; and however 
glibly some gefttlcmcn may talk of the dangers of 
of the restitution that sec, it is more satisfac* 
tory that he should enjoy established authority 
fur every purpose that he now possesses it, than 
. that he should be situated as be then was. To 
estimate the value and importance of the securi- 
ties then offered, it is necessary to consider the 
time and circumstances under \yjiich they were 
proposed. • • 

But iny right honoural)lc friend (Mr. Ooulburn) 
sterns to think, that all securities were useless, 
because they were unsatisfactory to the Homan 
Catholics to whom they were proposed. Was 
their utsefuliicss defeated on account of the dis- 
satisfaction that they created in the minds of the 
Homan Catholics? No! Thjey were rendered 
useless, because, Sir, your predecessor in that 
chair* took a sliavc in the discussion in>thc Com- 
mittcc, and successfully opposed the clause which, 
proposed the admission of Homan Catholics 'to 
seats in Barliaracnt, ai\d the victory which he . 
then obtainc(], has left us the precious legacy 
we aronow enjoying.^ • . * 

it was not the distastc.of Honiish ecclesiastics, 
'thcrcibrc, that rendered thc**prp{)o.scd securities 

* Mr. Abbot, the present Lun] Colclicster, late Sjieaker of tte 

Jnusc of Commons. 
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useless. It may be true that they, in despair of 
ever e.xpericneing its benefits, thought fit instantly 
fo decry, and treat with disdain, what they had 
lost all hope of ])ossessing. It might easily be 
imagined that any body of men, when they began 
to discover that all hope of obtaining what they 
diisirod was at cn<l, saw very good reason for re- 
tracting any concession that they might previously 
have made, in the moment of their anxiety to ob- 
tain it. If any man were about to buy a horse, 
and the seller suddenly repented, and rcli'sed to 
make good the bargain, would not the person 
with whom he was dealing express himself infi- 
nitely delighted to get otflhc bargain, and declare 
tlmt. he never intended to give the price that had 
been mentiomfd ! So it was with the ectlcsias- 
lies of the J{umi.sh (Muirch in .Ireland ; they 
were deprived of what they earnestly desired, 
and tl’.en they siuldenly turned round and de- 
clared, thi’.t they would never have accepted that, 
.which in truth and reality, never was within their 
j)ow(!r to accept. A?nidst the historical confu- 
sion of this historical night, it is doubly provoking 
to havft it said that the bill of 1813, was rejected 
by j^ensons, to whom, fronn the stage in which the 
bill was when it was stifled, these .securities could 

ir » 

never have been QAbrcd. 

So much for the mcaiuirc of 1813. Now one 
word for hnyself. Any person,* who had heard 
the speech of the right honourable and learnt 
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gentleman, woulc^ suppose that my principle had 
l:cen to make a bargain w'ith the ecclesiastics, to 
know what they would give and take, and to 
frame the bill fronr their answer. Sir, if there 
has been one principle which 1 have inculcated 
uxqiie ml Mdnmtm, it is that whicli in 1812 [I 
adopted, and from which no coartship — no kind* 
ness— no intreaties — no invitation would induce 
me to depart — not to exchange a word with any 
Konian Catholic on this subjccti. This rcsolii- 
'tion I ouuioto — from no motive of disrc!?i)ect to 
the members of the Homan Catiiolic body — but 1 
M’ish to assure tl^c House, that in whiitever part 
I hare at any time taken on this question. I have 
taken it solely on my own conviction of its justice 
and its ‘expediency. I have never had any con- 
sultation with cither prelate, or jnicst, or layman 
of the Homan Catholio perfiuashni, in any mea- 
sure which 1 have had a share in preparing, with 
the exception of orih profess^nal gentleman em- 
])loyed in drawing aip the technical provisions of 
the bill, in the prcparatioij of which I was engaged. 
Is this principle thpn — is»this mode of |)roceeding 
one of a bargain and sale ? Notliiifg like it. ! 
iny full tind settled coffviction (and one which 1 
never let pass an opportunity of cndoavoqring to 
impress upon the House) always nvas this :-»-that 
Parliament should inquire.'deliberatc and deter- 
mine, as to the course which it was wise, and 
upright, and expedient, to pursue ; and, having 



clone 'that, siiould not invite ^thc Catholics to 
accept or reject, but call upon them to obey. 
Whether it be for good— whether* it be for evil — 
whether it be in kindness or* with penalty, that 
alone is all that Parliament can do consistently 
with what it owes to the country — consistently 
with the due discdiargc of its legislative functions ; 
for the Parliament that condescends to bargain, 
abandons its duty of legislation. 

But the mi^sKpresentation docs not end here : 

It was'said by my right honourable ifriend (Mr.* 
Goulburn) that the unwillingness, the asperity ‘ 
with which securities were received by the Uoidan 
Catholic Clergy, had cooled their parliamentary 
advocates in proposing them. Sir, whatever 
may have been the unwelcome rcccpfion the 
propositions for these securities may have met 
with in Ireland, tJiere.is no man conversant with 
what daily passes from the ordinary sources of 
general intelligence. — (with Which, even those 
' who do nut disdain the reading of quartius, arc not 
altogether^ iinacquaiiitc(l) — there is no inan^ 1 say, 
who dues not know that any .expression of dis- 
sqjififaction thht may have been e.\presscd^by the 
Koman Catholic dergy,'f(3ll intinitcly short of tlic 
terms o/ virulence, of taunting, and of contempt 
which were utterdd respecting these very securi- 
ties, and which, though not properly entitled to 
be present, I myself “ hisccuM'ihu^' heard uttered 
by noble lords in another place. 1 myself have 
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heard more than » one nhble lord say tauntingly, 
“ If it be intended to give relief— to do any thing, 
— do it largely — do it effectively — do it with an 
open heart and liberal hand ; do not como with a 
boon in one hand, and securities in the other, 
adding insult to degradation.” In this House, 
then, I am twitted for the wsfht of securities — 
and ill the other, securities are rejected with 
contempt, and thus this well-established see-saw 
renders it impossible that any bill, should be de- 
vised \fhich should eseape both Houses. * 

^ Since the year 1813, I certainly have not med- 
dled in the woI<kmanship of securities ; at the 
same time, 1 assure my right honourable friend 
(Mr. Goulburn) that I am perfectly ready to vote 
fur securities ; but 1 am not to be set down as a 
security-grinder. As to the House of Lords, they 
never had an opportumty of being made acquaint- 
ed with the securities which 1 originated and 
proposed. The Jl!urds tell us there is rib danger, 
jmd those holding the same opinions with them ‘ 
here, call upon us to tiivd them a security without 
telling us ivliat Is the* danger. They impose 
upon jthe friemls of this measure a* task simile to 
that v^iich was impdised upoh the prophet in the 
_ Hible, who was required’ not merely to find the 
interpretation of a dream, but* to* guess the dream 
itself. So I have been c'allcd upon, not only to 
find securities, but* to guess the danger. If thosd 
who require securities will describe the dangers^ 
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which they apprehend, Ilwill find the securities ; 
but it is too much to require me to find the danger 
and the security too. 

This, however, I will say, that I have always 
entertained a firm opinion, that at whatever jieriod 
the Catholic Question might be settled, it ought 
to be provided in that settlement that the Crown 
should, in some shajie or other, iutcri'ere in the 
nomination of the Catholic bishops. It has been 
truly stated by an honourable gentleman, (Mr. 
Jlankes) that the King of Prussia has obtained 
securities from the Catholics in his dominions ; it 
was perfectly true that the Kint of tlie IS'ether- 
Jands was nogociating for similar securities: it 
was perfectly true also, that in Austria and 
Saxony, and other States, such securities existed. 
But how have they been obtained ? By going to 
the ])roper market of negociation— to the fountain- 
head — to the Pope at Home. 

But it should be remeinbercd.that the various 
•states which 1 have mentioned bad an intercourse 
aucl means of negociation with the Bojje. which 
wc do not possess. ln< the c:(isting state of the 
law we cannot enter into any such negociation. 
The year after I came into lac office which' I have 
now the Jionbur to hold; I bad the opportunity of 
ascertaining this iadt. 

In those popular wdrks which arc resorted to 
'by the unlearned, 1 have read that it was high 
treason to correspond with the Pope. Very soon 
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after I came into^ uffice,|a letter was addreiSsed to 
our most gracious Sovereign from the Pope, an- 
nouncing his accession to the spiritual throne of 
the continent. Tliat letter was accompanied by 
another of a very complimentary kind, tuldrcssed 
to myself by the Pope's Secretary. Although I 
had always thought that the only way in which 
the (juestiun of the securities to be rciiuired from 
the Catholics could be settled, was by a negocia- 
tion with the Po|)c, yet I knew that it might be 
* as much as»iny reputation was worth, to* be de- 
tcclcd in a corresjumdence with his Holiness. 
At length 1 beth/uight myself of consulting the 
law olHcers of the thrown on the subject of the 
corresjMJudence ; and, in answer to an ap|)llcation 
which f dirceted to be made, I received a letter, 
which, as, i have referred to it, I shall take the 
liberty of reading to tlic House;* 

** We have had the honour of receiving Mr. 
Planta’s letter, .stafing, that, the Poye, having 
announced to Ili^ Majesty his elevation to file 
l)ontitical throne, in a letter, of which Mr. Planta 
inclosed to us a copy,*'with a translation,, accom- 
panied by another letter from tfie Cardinal 

Secretary of State, and thfc <|uestion having 

•’ 

* Only part of this ojynion was quoted by Mr. Canning, but as^ 
the whole of it has been supplied* to this work from an authentic 
source, it is here inserted in full. — Editok. 
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therefore arisen, as to wh other any answer sliould 
be returned by )lis Majesty and his (Tovernment 
to this notification ; you liad directed him to refer 
the same to us, confidentially, 'and to rcciuest wc 
would favour you with oiir opinion whether, 
according to the law at present in existence, there 
is prtrmimin' in oUch a correspondence with the 
Pope and Cardinal Secretary of State. In com- 
pliance with your recpiest, wc have carcl’iilly 
perused and considered the letters above referre«l 
to, and'bcg leave to state that, by th,* Stat. •')th, 
Eliz. cap. I, s. *2. advisedly and wittingly to 
attribute, by any speech, open deed, or act, any 
manner of jurisdiction, authority, oj- prc-emiucnc(‘ 
to the See of Koine, or to any bishop of the same 
see, w'ithin this realm, subjects a party,' for the 
first offence, to the penalties of pramunUx ; and 
as the Pope, by virtue of his office, claims, as we 
conceive, authority, jurisdiction, and pre-emi- 
nence over the whole Christian Church, and cer- 
tainly over the Catholic ^hurckin this realm ; and, 
a*s by the letters, his elevation to the supreme 
pontificate is in terms announced, which we ap- 
prehend would be construed as importing such a 
claim, we are of opinion tb&t any answer to these 
letters, whicli might beinterpeeted into an implied 
recognition of suclr a claim, might be considered’ 
as bringing the party, being a subject, writing or 
advising^t, within the operaticAi of the above sta- 
tute. Tt is, wc think, worthy of remark, that the 
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legislature, by (varerullj’ adopting the title of 
Bishop of Borne, instead of that of Pope, in the 
various acts passed since the reformation, seems 
anxiously to have ih'uided any such implied recog- 
nition. 

“ Wc farther think, that tlic reference made in 
the Pope’s letter tt) the CathoKc Church in His 
Majesty’s dominions, and the recommendation of 
the weal of that Church to Ilis Majesty, render 
caution upon this occasion particularly necessary. 

“ We have the lionour to be, &c. 

(Signed.) “ B. ClPFOIlD. 

“J. S. (U)l>K15V.’’ 

Now^ Sir, I began to consider with myself the 
penalties consequent upon pranminin' ; and find- 
ing that a correspondence \yitli bis I fuliness would 
subject me to those penalties, I looked into that 
profound work, ‘‘ •Burn’s Justice of thc^ Peace," 
to ascertain what those penalties were. Accord- 
ingly, Sir, I found upon inquiry, that any persoiiiT 
attainted in a prff^i/tnn/re “ should be put out^ of 
the King’s protection, their lands and goods.for- 
feited to the King, auH their bodies (whereso- 
ever they may be. found) should be taken and 
ransomed at the King’s wift.”. 1 further dis- 
covered, that " so odiouh was this offence for- 
merly, that a man Vho was attainted of the same* 
might have been slain by any one without danger 
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of law ; because it was hrovided by law that a 
man might do to him, as to the King's enemy, 
and a man may lawfully kill an enemy ; and, 
therefore, by the 5th Eliz. c. 1 . it is enacted that 
it shall not be lawful fur any unc to slay any 
person attainted in a /tni’iinmirc ; but he is so fur 
out of the King’s'llrotcction, that he is disabled to 
bring an action ibr any injury whatever. And no 
one, knowing him guilty, can with safety give him 
aid, comfort, or*relief.” 1 I law. 55. 

Tile 2V[asti:ii or tiik Tlii> ri<<:lil lioiioiinible 

guiitk-niiiu ii«K-s not rL-ud that as ])art of tiu- npinion. 

INFu. Skcketahy (V-wxixo. — Mo; it is not the 
right honourable and learned gentleman, but that 
profound work, “ Hum's Ju.stice,” which is my 
present authority. Such were some of the penal- 
ties incident to a p>'tvnmnirc-, which 1, an unlearned 
person, natur.Uly anxious to obtain information 
on the subject, discovered. Ic was natural, Sir, 
that 1 should look to the pcnaUics ; and looking 
to them, 1 resolved I would' not correspond with 
his Holiness the Pope. * Accordingly, .Sir, I did 
noji^vrite a siilgle line in reply to the polite eom- 
inimication of the Cardinal ‘Secretary, neither did 
I advise Jlis Majesty to' return any answer to the 
letten of his Holiness. 1 am exceedingly glad to 
avail myself of the pre'sent opportunity, in a way 
'which will probably reach Hume, and which 
(without subjecting me to the penalties of a 
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pra’niiaiiir) will assure |hc venerable persons in 
question, that rny silence, on the occasion to 
which 1 have alluded, is not to be attributed to 
any want of rcspcct*for them on iny part. As long 
as this admirable, law, iiiHicting the penalties of 
prumunirc on any ])crson corresponding with the 
Sec of Home, remains unrcpealcQ, it is not likely 
that any person will have courage enough to be- 
come his Holiness's correspondent; yet to the 
Sec of Home, I am persuaded, if wish to have 
an ctficitMit Security from the Catholics, thd ques- 
tion must come at last. 

•• 

^riic Mam'kh of Tine Uof.L.s. — I cunsitlor tliat the opi- 
iiinii referred to was contained in a coidideiilial comimini- 
cation. • 

Afit. Skckktauy Canxiki; said, that in a case like this, 
touching his life and fortune, he ccTtainly had a ri^ht to 
.state the opinion which he hhd rL*veived. 

The Mastkk of TiLK Koll.s was iindersUx)d to com- 
plain of the letter which had liecn ];(;ail, beiii^r thifi bronchi 
forward. 

V 

Mk. Secketauy Ca,v.mxcj Sir, 1“ do inrt 

exactly understand this interruptiuiu It is, ifi my 
opinion,, most extraordinary, Jthat when. I, *ns 
Secretary of Statc,^ had, o*i a tjuestidli aft’oeting 
the discharge of my public fluty, required^ the 
opinion of the law ofiicers of the Crown, that any 
objection should bcaiade to its productiuif. lii a 
hundred official cases similar opinions are required 
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by me, on matters connected with the diseharfjc 
of my public duties, tv-liich I am free to make 
public or not, as in my discretion I may think 
proper. I a.sscrt, this is a phblic document, on 
the production of which depends the jiidsrmunt to 
be pronounced as to whether or not I have ])ro- 
perly e.vecutcd ihy public duty as a Minister of 
the Cn)wn. With this view J called for the 
opinion of Ilis Majesty's law otiicers, and received 
it — not in a nttn-otficial, but in an otKcial way ; 
and that bcin^ the ease. .1 have a right to refer to 
it. .As to the Opinion which I have just quoted, 
it would have probably lain i:i the obscurity to 
which I Inad consigned it, had it not been for the 
extraordinary language which has been held else- 
where, and which has been re])eated'in this 
T[uu.sc, impeaching my honour and honc.sty. 
The right honourable and learned gentleman 
was not even original in his remarks. I have met 
them in print,* so that I whs ])rcpared for the 


^ * Dr.. Pb^lpotts, a short tiiiiO hclore this di hate, j)ubli.slu*(l a 
Lottcr to Mr. Canning un 'iho Cathol'K.: hfiwocii 

ivhiL'Ii and the speech of tho Master t ho Kol|s llu ro was a remark- 
able coiitcidenccf both, in nr;;ruftie9t and in expreavun. 'J'hc 
princi|Xi] arguAieiit in both founded upon an erroneous suppo- 
sition tliaf Mr. Canning ^?iad abandoned the expediency of securi- 
ties, which, in he uriginated and earnestly enforced. 

This brush between tlio Master of the kolls and Mr. Canning, 
did iKit cause tho slightest diinjnuti'Mr'df the [lersoiiul regard pre- 
viously subisting betwtsni them. — Kditou. 
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attack wliich hu^ been Inade upon nie, although 
1 vow to (.aud, that it^ belure 1 came into this 
House, 1 had l)cen required to predict the quar- 
ter from which tlfc »attack would proceed, the 
ijuartcr from which it has proceeded would have 
been the last which 1 should have conjectured. 

A^ell, then, ])assiug over this, me, most pain- 
ful part of the subject, 1 proceed to a farther con- 
sideration of the securities relating to corres- 
])ondcnce M'ith the See of Home. • fiir, it seems, 
‘securities at’c required against the ])rivitte cor- 
respondence carried on between the Catholics oi' 
this country and>}.hc Sec of Rome. He it remem- 
bered, this correspondence is wholly of a spiritual 
nature, touching the granting of indulgences, and 
other pfactieos existing in that particular religion, 
having reference to jirivate life, and coining pro- 
perly and strictly under cccicsiivstical cognizance. 
True, the securities w'hich L proposed, failed 
along with the Bdl of Whiqh they wercr to have 
formed a part ; aud when they failed, my labours 
on the subject of sefuri^ies were at an end. ft* 
there were any ]}ersons .who really thought, aftd 
did not, for the purposes of debate, pretend that 
any danger could acorifc from a correspoudehee 
with the court of Rpm^, respecting the marriage 
of second cousins twice remo\^d» it was for them 
to bring in a Bill to regulate s uch correspondence. 
Do not let honoufable gentlemen suppose that* 
this practice does not go on — it goes on daily. 

M '2 
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The 'same learned aut|iority /liurn's Justice) 
which informed me on the subject of prtetnunnr, 
will apprise these gtMitlcnicn, that'hy IMth Eliza- 
beth, caj). 2, any one obtaining a ])a])al bull, is 
guilty of high treason. Now, Sir, this also is 
done every day. There is not a day in which 
some Catholic d<K‘s not commit this otfonce, and 
yet it is gravely said, that the country cannot 
be in safety, unless these bulls were taken by 
the horns. l,pannot believe any person to be 
sincere,' who, having slumbered over this practice 
(or ages, without proposing a remedy, only thought 
of it at the moment when the Catholic (Question 
came on tf) be debated. y\nd, am 1 now. Sir, to 
be told (hat these bulls of Home are running 
about wild and unchecked, in conso(|uencCi of my 
rashness and apostaey ? Is it possible for me. 
Sir, consistently ^Yith a due regard to deeeuey, to 
treat with sufticient contempt such an accusation ? 
ft is fur every man to defend hm own consistency, 
and 1 therefore may be excused for some anxiety 
on the score of mine. 

t 

'if it be true that the. securities are essential, 
why is the country suffered to reijiain in danger 
for the want of them ? — abd if it be true tkat they 
arc worthless, what claims to.candour have those 
who lay such stEcss'on their adoption ? 

An honourable gen'll cinan (Mr. Moore) who 
simkc late in the debate last' night, talked of the 
coronation oath as a barrier to Catholic emancipa- 
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tion. I believe Miat tlie honourable member must 
bo very new to tliis Iliiuse, or he would have 
known that the day of relianec by the opponents 
of this measure on llhc coronation oath has gone 
by. To satisfy that honourable member, how- 
ever, and to set his mind at ease, I will, by way 
of answer, read a passage from a*spcech of a noble 
friend of mine (Lord Liverpool), now unhappily 
attacked by severe iiidisposition — who was the 
leader of the party that had forinerliy ])laced great 
'rclianc(?onlhc coronation oath, as an obslaclc to 
the granting of the Catholic claims. My noble 
friend, on the occasion I allude to, said, “ That 
he could not consider the coronation oath as any 
obstacle to the removal of the civil and political 
disabilities of the Uonian Catholics. The oath 
was an oath to protect the established church and 
clergy of the realm. IMic rcim»val of the disabili- 
ties might possibly affect that church, but it could 
only do so Many wise and good 

men were of opinion that it would strengthen thg 
church : and if J^arliamcnt jircsuntcd a l^ill to the 
King for his acceptance; grounded, as no doubt 
they wQuld upon this assumption. He did not 
how the'King cqnld bd advised* to consider it at 
variance with the obligations of the oath, which 
he had taken.” This, at leas't, is one bugbear 
fairly disposed of, and no more ought to b^ said of 
the coronation oath. ' What other dangers might 
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siwait the question at this elcviMlh hour, I have 
yet to learn. 

A singular fate has always attended this ques- 
tion. They who advocated it, put to its opponents 
these (questions — “ Will you do what we pro- 
pose ?” “ Will you do nothing ?” “ Will you do 
something ?” — and — “A\ hat will you do ?” “ Why 
do you dislike what we propose ?” The only 
answer to these questions was — “ Wo won’t do 
what you profiose.” The other ([ucstions wore 
left una'nswcred ; and from lsl3 to die present 
time, 1 have not been able to learn what dangers 
were apprehended. 

[ remember once to have hoard, that great 
danger was supposed to arise from the admission 
of what was described as a large and untold pro- 
portion of a disadcctcd population, into the mili- 
tary force of the kingdom. But, somehow or 
other, in the year 181 S an Act was ])assed, by 
which every Uomuii'Cathulic n< the army became 
capable of filling the highest .station in the mili- 
tary service of this country. [Some lionoiirablc 
member observed, that a Catliolic could not rise 
to^the rank of commander-in-chief.'] The honour- 
able gentleman shys, that' a Cadiolic could not 
rise to Jtlie rank of commander-in-chief. By law 
he might. And what is whimsical enough is, that 
at the moment when this great change was eflfected 
— when our fleets and armies were opened to the 
Catholics — when the truncheon of command at 
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sea and in the field was entrusted to tlicHr con- 
tronl — no securities weic provided, or sought to 
bo provided, against the dangers to be appre- 
hended from tlic exercise of such a command ; 
no member of this House was tlicn arraigned and 
stigmatized for abandoning them, whilst the most 
operose precautions were adopted for opening a 
letter, the object of whie.h was to enable a man 
to eat meat on a fast day. No letters, according 
to their system, granting ])crmitision to abstain 
from fish can be ])eruscd, without first .meeting 
the watchful eye of the right honourable secretary 
(-Mr. l^eel) nearjne. Hut the armies may be led 
to victory, and the fleets may be steered to dis- 
tant countries, witlmut a single security being 
asked »)r expected. Whence, then, all ot a sudden, 
has this necessity sprung u]) ? Again, in the year 
1793, when the electiyc iVanchisc was granted to 
the Uoman (’atholics, and granted too when the 
(Jovernment had ihe entire. oj)tion to impose w'hat 
conditions it thought proper, all the security that 
it reciuired was an oath. Well, then, by the A.-t 
of 17b3, the Homan Catholic was adnlitted t& the 
bar, and no . distinction vvas made between him 
and his Protestant l.vcihren. . The UoniM Catho- 
lics availed them.selves .of this j)ei*niission, still 
‘ they could not have a silk, gown without the 
re(|uircd security ; so the moment that a man 
acquired the first .business at the bar, he must 
obtain that security, and then all the secrets of 
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his private life must be ■ opened and exhibited. 
Ill the year 1818 an ofiiccr might ri.se to the 
highest situation upon the staff, and in tlie end 
become coininander-in-chicf of the forces of the 
kingdom, and yet no security be required. Well, 
then, if those wlio voted with me in 1813 think it 
now necessary to qharge me with having aban- 
doned tile securities, 1 retort the ciiarge iqioii 
them, for liaving given those imjiortant otiices and 
those powerful ^jdvantages, without asking hn- the 
slighlesfc security from those who rece^’ed them. 
Hut all know, and those who adopt this course of 
argument well know, that those securities are not 
necessary; and tlie old story of .securities has 
been now trumped up to east an odium on those 
who must liave been expected to take a ])art in 
this del)atc--to raise the cry of the country against 
them-- to weaken tjieir influence, and injure llie.ir 
reputation.* 

'* I 

1 

* • Mr. Uurko, in om of iii.s IcUtrs to his :^ou in uii liomaii 

•4.tAliolic alfiiirs, prcscrilu's the limit of. the Sfciiritius which it ia 
rca.s(u:ablo for- Uoiiuin Oilholics (o k'vc, uikI for Protestants to 
rcc|uiro 

should they (the Roman Catholics) . fix barriers and 
securities to.it ? Let them leave these* to their adversaries. Tliey 
have notliing to d6 hut to dt'clare^Jirmly mul xiniply, that tluy have 
7 U) designs iHhatsoever to alter the ecclesiaslicul^ civile or political 
vslablMnent ; but for Aicm to state what degrees of exclusion of 
themselves f^>m the benefit of the coastitiition, is necessary to the 
s\*eurity of this establishment, or that any exclusion at all is iieces- 
^=a^y, is really not quite so well considered. 1 ccrtainlv. if 1 hiul 
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I Imvo now to refer to a topic w'hich has* been 
already adverted to by n\ore than one honourable 
inoinber, and if I touch on it at all, 1 -will at least 
<lo so briefly. 1 perfectly concur in the opinion 
advanced by some honourable gentlemen, that 
nothing was, at any time, said or done by Mr. 
.I*itt tantamount to a positive pltdgc that, when 
the Ibiion of Ireland and England was effected, 
the conce.ssions to the Cutholies would be yielded. 
Hut L am also reafly to admit, that there were 
some •promises, or conditional intiidations, 
mi.\(;d up with the transactions of that period, 
ealculated to excite in the Itoman Catholic people 
a nope, which has unfortunately hitherto ])rovcd 
to he the lui])e deferred that mnketh the heart 
sick." 1 am aware, that at tlie time of the Union 
Mr. Pitt was careful to make no ]>romiscs that 
could he confounded wftli positu'C engagements ; 
but to this fact I cannot shut my eyes, that, 
directly or indireqtty, the Roman Catholics were 
• 

all ill iny ptiwer, would givr^ and lar more tliaii now they ask, but 
leisurely, liy degrees, and fjonioii hy portion; and iTiis iny‘*ov.'4L 
settled plan of policy 1 inculdite :ls jiiiich as I can to others.^ 

To rcquiri: apy sr^riirity that does not romc within the scojic’of 
the rule pitscribed heye, is uhly to nppolc a vexatious* 1)arricr to 
- the consummation of this.grc:^ measure of justu'c. If an aban- 
donment of any religious opinion or prfxcipjc, that constitutes a 
purl of a man’s conscientious belief.be required — it is a surrender 
that is u*!cless, because must be insincere ; besides, dt is a sur- 
render that not enrichcth^hiiii wiio receives,” and ** that makes 
him who gives poor indeed.” 
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made to believe — and that belief was a powerful 
inducement with them to lend their aid towards 
the acconiplishinent of the measure — that in the 
Imperial Parliament the question, which so nearly 
concerned them, would be more favourably enter- 
tained. Some persons professed to doubt whether 
Mr. Pitt was warm and sincere on the subject of 
emancipation. I well remember, as well as if it 
happened only yesterday, Mr. Pitt's showing me 
a letter from-* Lord Cornwallis, slating that he 
thought he might carry the Union, but no'.: Catho- 
lic emancipation ; in the prcsunq>tion of youth 1 
exclaimed, “ Then abandon the Union !" Mr. 
Pitt rebuked me as 1 de.served to be rebuked, 
lie carried the Union ; but although he failed in 
carrying the question of Catholic emancipation, 
there is no tribunal, however solemn, before which 
1 am not quite .prepared to de])osc to my firm 
belief in the sincerity of Mr. Pitt's wishes and 
intentions to carry it. 1 will further say, that I 
have myself no knowledge, nor do 1 believe that 
any other person had any knowledge of any 
change in Mr. Pitt’s opinion on the .subject, with 
t|iq exception of his determination not to stir it 
during the life of the late King. To this extent 
— ^no furtlier,” was Mr. Pitt’s mind altered ; and 
I am confirmed iA that opinion by the declara- 
tion of a person who knew Mr. Pitt well, the late 
Marquis of Londonderry, and tvho, in his place in 
the House of Commons, voluntarily contradicted 
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Mr. Rose on tliu subject, and added to tlie tes- 
timony the fact^ *‘That*]Vrr. Pitt had maintained 
his n])iiiions respecting the Catholic Question to 
his dying day.” In truth, those who studied the 
life of Mr. Pitt, and especially all who heard or 
w’ho read the speech which he made on the 
Catholic Question in 1805, and who recollected 
that only five mouths elapsed before the close of 
his valuable life, can searccly believe that a change 
so rapid had taken place in his •iieutiments. I, 
therefflre, "protest against the truth of the asser- 
tion that Mr. Pitt had changed his opinion — an 
assertion so dcregatory to the cau.se, the advocacy 
of which T profcs.s, and am proud to inherit from 
him. 

Put I have been drawn aside by the name of 
Mr. Pitt from the main object of niy argument ; 
briefly, then, my iinpres^on i^i, that no promise 
was ever given by that illustrious individual, but 
that strong intiqihtions ’wore thrown cAit, wliicli 
,werc operative in creating in the breasts of the ' 
Catholics a well founded hope that Catholic' 
emancipation wpuld be granted, if the Union * 
were .agreed 'to; and 1 do firmly believe, (hat 
many'of the Romam Catholics of Ireland pledged 
themselves to proeure that Union, ui the anticipa- 
tion that that measure woifld*be favourable to 
their just claims — the ebneession of which was 
the great object for which they naturally were, zit 
that time, most deeply and anxiously interested. 
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Now, tiicn, that two-thirds of the representatives 
of Ireland arc advocates for this measure, what is 
the result of the Union ? AV hat f but that this 
very Union is the great bar co its attainment. 
No man can doubt that if Ireland had continued a 
separate kingdom, instead of Catholic emancipa- 
tion being discussed fur the twentieth time in this 
House, it would have been many years ago com- 
pletely settled. 

And now, S,ir, as to another branch — and that 
the musir iin])urtant one ol' this great a;ul (fiversi- 
fied subject. The pictures which have l)oeii drawn 
of the stale of Ireland by gentLeincn espousing 
diflercnt sides of the ipiestiun, arc of a nature so 
appalling, that I think it becomes the duty of the 
English part of the House of Camnnons, Judging 
from the statements that have been made by the 
members of the sis,tcr country, to give them the 
most serious consideration. 1 trust they will 
evince a disposition iiQt to' throw ,away a chance 
of im])roving the state of that unhappy country. 
Some words wdiicli have fjillen from my honour- 
able Triend 'near me (Mr. Dawson), with respect 
to the Course that it would be expedient to pursue 
in Ireland, were rather df <in alarming nature. 
My hoDOurab'ie friend rccQmmended “ firmness 
and decision.” Eirmness and decision. Sir, arc 
often good things ; but they become either virtues 
or vices, “ according to tjic usds in which they 
are cm])loyed, and the purposes to which they 
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arc directed. 1 should doc|>ly regret to take 
them ill the unfavourable sense, conveyed in tlic 
tone and manner in which the expression readied 
iny ears. 1 ho|)c*I have misinterpreted them; 
but if I have not, I own 1 do not envy the 
hands to which may devolve the task of carrying 
into eftect a system, of which such language, 
in its unfavouralile interpretation, would intimate 
an approval and a sanction. But, Sir, 1 hope 
belter things. [ hope that the opposition to the 
lionourablofbaronet's motion is opjiositioir rather 
than sub.stitution ; and that what is intended to 
be suggested as advisable, is something to tran- 
([uilli/.e the feelings of the Irish nation, rather 
than any thing that might assume a more unseemly 
charaettr. God grant that it may be so ! God 
grant that the time may arrive, when perfeet con- 
ciliation may be accoiuplished.. Although [ am 
of opinion, an opinion which 1 freely avow, that 
the distaste of thc*counti^' tjiwards the *CathoJic 

cause is stronger than it lias been, yet I am as 

• • 

convinced as 1 can 'be,, w'ith reference to any 
iwcnt in the womb of futurity, that — to the argu- 
ments urged iij this House — to the* repeated jljs- 
cussioii'of the subjeot, the opposition to it will 
at length yield ; and that the adoption of^a right, 
equitable, and humane policy towards the Catho- 
lics of Ireland, will eventually find an echo in the 
bosom of every Efiglishn^an. 

From the speeches which have been addressed 
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to the' House by honourable members from 
Ireland, 1 cannot conceive the possibility of that 
country going on in the way in which it lately has 
done. Ireland has been sunk to the lowest misery, 
from tlic severity of the code that you have given 
her. Arc you prepared to ])crpctuatc that code, 
which you have already partially relaxed, and for 
a further relaxation of which she prays ? It was 
a code that kept dow'n the spirit and energy of her 
people, and d'^omed them to a degradation for 
which I'know no parallel in history, except in 
the bondage of the CHiildrcn of Israel, under the 
domination of Pharaoh. “ Ecco populus jUiontm 
Israel multus," cl forlior mhis csl. 

I'hiitc, sajuaitcr opprimamus cum, nc forte multi- 
plicetur, el si hi^ruerit contra nos bcllum, 'adtlatur 
humicis expugnatisque, nobis ep;rcdialur dc terra. 

Pro’posuit itaque cis ojterum ut ajlli^ci'el 

cos nncribus, fcdijicaveruntquc urbes labcrnaatlorum, 
P/iaraoni Phithon et Raiiicses. » 

Quanloque opprhncbant eos, tunto nuigis cl ercs- 
’cebat oderatque Jilios Israel jEgqptii. 

"AJfUgcbant illudenles eis, atque ad amaritudincm 
p&^ducebant vitam eorum operibus luli et lateris, 
omnique .famulatu, -qiucin terra' operibus,* premc- 
bantur.* ' • , . 

^ i ' 

* And he (Pharaoh) said i^to his people, Behold the people 
of the chilciren of Israel are more, and rni|rhtier than we : 

Come on, let us deal wisely with them : lest they multiply, and 
it come to pass that when there falleth out any war, they join also 
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Here is an avowal of the penal code; fr6in the 
oppressive treatment of the Children of Israel by 
the Egyptians, has it been copied with the strictest 
fidelity. Of us, as of the Egyptians, may it be 
said that we have adopted “ opprimamns," as a 
maxim towards the pople of Ireland : although 1 
own I cannot qualify with the ejtkhct, “ xapicnler” 
tlic manner in which we have pursued, and the 
perseverance witli which w'c have continued it. 

As to the aflidavits which have been read by 
the homurable member for Uerry (Mr. Dawson), 
I profess neither to believe nor to disbelieve 
tirein ; but as nKiny affidavits, and documents of 
every description, have been read to support 
various opinions, I beg leave to detain the House 
by reading one, as a specimen of the absurdities 
that sometimes find their way into tliese affida- 
vits. — “ And this dc])onent sajth, that he (the 

said A. B.) swore, that he would kick the d d 

soul of the said (ieponcflt, po that it should fly 


unto our oiicniics, and fighfagainst us, and so get them out of tlie 
land. * . 

ThtTeforc they did set over thorn task-masters to afllii.-t them 
with their burdens; And they built for Pharaoh, tresisurc qtles, 
Pillion ancl Raanisos.. ** 

Rut the more they afflicted t\iem/ the more they multiplied and 
grew. And they were grieved because d( thg children of Israel. 

And they made their lives bitter with hanl bondage, in mortar 
and in ])rick, and in all manner of service in the field Dt^iercin they 
made them serve, was with'rigour.^iS'xod. chap. i. v. 9, 10, 1], 12, 
and 14. 
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nmiul li — 1 liko a ))liic*hottlc ily round a Iroaclo 
barrel : — and which the* said deponent verily 
believes the said A. }). would have done, had 
he not been prevented.” 

A charge has been preferred against the Uonian 
Calliolic ])ricsthood, by my right liunourablc 
friend (Mr. Peel) of which, if f thought them 
guilty, T know no language sutiiciently strong to 
describe the baseness of their eonduet; but I 
have learnt, from the debates upon this subject 
in this 'House, and even on this very might, — ^not 
to trust to c.xtravagant accusations. The priests 
have been accused of garbling the catechism of 
the Church of England, on a j}oint (the Second 
Commandment) which went to convict them of 
idolatry : but I hold in my hand a work of great 
circulation in the Catholic schools of Ireland, 
where the Second Commandment is fully set 
forth.* 

* * * # 

^ Two poinls of Wr. Canning’s speech, which occurreti here, 
^ were indistinctly niidihle in the gallery. The first related to the 
cliargc,;)f id^Jalry preferred agiuL-st the Roman Catholic cli'i*gy, by 
tlie omission of thi; Second rommandment in the Ibjmau Cathfilic 
catechism; from which charge Mr. Canning was understood to 
vincficatc them, by reference to cayL*cliisnis and other, books of 
religious instruct:un, in general circulation ninoug the Roman 
Catholics •f Ireland. The second ^loinf related to the following 
(lassage in the speech of the Attomey-CScnoral for Ireland : 

** But lei the people of England consider what it is the people 
' of Ireland Jemand ? 'I'liey claim no faiic'iful or supposed rights — 
they claim their just share in the British Constitution ; tliey demand 
wliat for 700 years has been in vain demanded— that. the Irish 
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Sir, 1 have now done my duty to this question. 
— The ])re.scut system against the Catholics may 
be sustained a little longer, and a little longer^ 
from year to year ; but sfioaking of the age of a 
country, the time of its duration must be short 
indeed. The motion of the honuiirable baronet 
does not, however, call upon thesse who may still 
be attached to that system to abandon it, — it is 
merely a declaration on the ])art of the Mouse 
that the state of Ireland, and of the Homan 
Cathnlio people, rcciuire some consideration from 
tlie Legislature. To this proposition it is intended 
tolipposc a direct negative, imjiurting tliat Par- 

chilli 1 h> shanTs in tlio a(.lvantai;ps r>f Encrllsli law. Lot mo ask of 
ihc Prutostaiit I'lvonioii of Kiiglaml — wlmin T respoct as mncli as 
any man in this llnuso, aial to wlmso \ atkiross inysolf— r 

if they won.' (1i |irlvi.'<l of tlioir iindiiiiliU'il ]irivi1oiros, wlial wouUI 
be tlioir foolin^s, and liow vcin.iiiont ,\viiiiIiI,Ih' ihoir roflainations 
Is thorc a man wlio In ar.’t me who W‘.»ulil n*)l frooly lay down bis 
life in siicli a cause? I kjiow ho vrould scorn to prove iiiinsolf so 
base a rccrcaiil from llic spirit of his forefathers. Wiaild be not 
jo’m with all his fellow-snlfe/eis in demanding the n'sloralion oC 
his privileges, and his riicht to shaic in making and dispensin'^ the 
laws of the land ? If :ii\ attt^mpt wrre here iiiailo to deprive him 
of his birth-right, if is iiul idle to say that ho anti tin' countless 
iinnihers w.ho ft.'lt with him, v;ould indeed display the, * ira koniim 
,rinchi recumnium,' ” ^ 

• jVTr. C^anning defended this ])nssagi' from tho unCfivonrablc 
interpretation assigned to it by Mr. IV'cl, wlib aniinadvcrtedrufxjn 
it, as language unfit to be addrosstHl to Englishmen, many of whom 
(the Dissenters) laboured' under greater civil disabilities than the 
Koinan Catholics. 
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liament docs not think the state of Ireland, or 
the laws affecting the Homan Catholics, deserve 
consideration. It is upon this vote that the 
House is about to divide. This resolution goes 
no farther than to state that the House adopts 
the opinion of its predecessors, as to the propriety 
of considering *thc question — of tliosc prede- 
cessors, who .sent up to the House of Lords, 
three bills of relief to the Roman Catholics. 
Ry voting w'^th the honourable baronet, I do no 
more than sanction this proposition; neserving 
to myself the power of acting or not acting upon 
it as hereafter I may tliink proper. On the otiicr 
hand, if this Resolution be negatived; — ii' thn 
House of Commons shall decide that the con- 
sideration of the state of Ireland is not worthy to 
be entered upon, then is the House of Commons 
changed indeed^ and I ^hudder to contemplate 
the consequences which from such a change 

may ensue ! ^ • 

• * 

, [The night Honourable Gcut{eni*an snt clown aniid loud 
ancl.gcnei;^ cheering from Iwtii rides of the House.] 

The House ihon divided — 

i 

‘ For the Motion . . . *279 

Agidnst it y . . 27G 

Majority against it . . 4 

The House adjourned at five o'clock in the morning. 
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MAY 1st, l«i7. 


On thv inotidii that a new writ be orclerc^l^for a nieniber 
to serve ii^ the present I'arliaineiit, for tlie borough itf Ash- 
Inirton, in the room of the Right Ilonouriible'W. S. Ihuirne, 
wlia had acc(*))ted the office of His IVrsijesty's rrineipal Se- 
cretary of State for the Ilonie Department, 

Mk. Pkel rose and siiid — 

Sir — As the motion that h.as just been ni<ade is most im- 
mediately connecaed with the accession of a right lionoiir- 
abli.* gentleman to an office which I recently held, I trust 
the House will not think I 4111 jireferriiig an unreasonable 
re(|uest if I intreat them to allow me to offer some explana- 
tion as to the grounds on which I thought inysc^lf compelled 
to retire from the scr\’ice of His Slajesty. I know verj^ 
well how iiiucli of personal niatter must necessarily be mixed • 
up with an explanation of this4vind; but as I boKe Stt-fre- 
cpienlly, under other circumstances, experienced the kind 
consideration and indulgence of the HoiiiSe, I should 
much discip))ointc(l if I sluxdd be deceived in the expecta- 
tion that they will continpc that indulgence, aTid will allow 
me to take this op])ortunity of fully explaining the reasons 
of my conduct. In that expectation 1 have abstaineil from 
resorting to any other n^de of making public the motives 
which have influenced mein the bourse 1 have adopted. 

N 2 
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Under the delay which hjis taken ])lacc,* 1 have been 
8iip{M)rted by tlie hope, t(K>,^hnt 1 should be able to vindl- 
eate myself from the unfavoural)le constructions that mi»[ht 
have been jmt upon iny conduct in conseciuence of my 
silence, and to show that the course- which I had ]>ur.sued 
was that which the necessity of my situation absolutely 
re(|uired. I say. Sir, vindicate the course I have pursued ; 
because I doavow^that I think j)ublic men, who are em- 
barked in the public service, have no right, ii))on light and 
insiiilicieiit grouiuis, to sever their connection with the Stale, 
and to disembark from that service into which they have 
entered. 

If, Sir, I had acted in conse(}uencc of levity, of disa])- 
pointed ambit mu, of person.d picjue, or op])()sition towards 
a rival, I should feel that I was, though not constitutionally, 
yet morally responsible ; and that I shoidd have sliown by 
such conduct, I was unworthy of the eonlidenee with which 
niy SoviTcign had honoiin-d me. But, Sir, L acted from 
none of tliose motives: they <lid not form tlie grounds on 
wliich I retired from the public service. 1 acted solely 
u])nn ])rinciples which ( bad frequently professed, and 
wliieli 1 considered to form part of my public character. 

, For a space of eightteii jiears I hy.ve pursued one unde- 
viating course of conduct, olfering, during the whole of that 
time, ail iincom|)romising, I^it a temperate, a fair, and, as L 
— bcllievc, a constituthmal resistance to the making of any 
furtiKT conces-iions to the Jloinan Catholics. During 
foTirtcen out of those eighteen yijtrs, I have held office; and 
during elcveniof those yeqrs 1 have been closely connected 

* The Easter rccfrss intervened between the appointment of Mr. 
Canning to the office of Prime Minister, and the opjiortunity of 
otVering fills explanation to I'^rliument^oi the grounds of Mr. Peel's 
retirement. — ^Editor. 
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in office with that country most interested in the decision of 
those claims. The o{)iiiions which I held diiriiip^ that time 
L still retain ; and I* thought, fnmi having always avowed 
those opinions, but, alxive all, from having, while in office, 
taken an active, and I may, ^K^rliaps, say, im|X)rtnnt part 
against the claims of the ('utholics, that 1 could not remain 
ii! office after events had reiideriKl it probable that 1 sliould 
he the single Minister of the Crown who was likely to eoii- 
tiiuic opposed to them. 

1 saVii Sir, under these circumstances I did not feel that 
it would be consistent with the career I IukI hitherto pur- 
sued, anii«witlutlie maintenance of my own charack.T as a 
])ublic man, to aeijuiesce in arrangements which would 
beifl'fit myself l)y enabling me to naain office, wiiich, how- 
ever, I could not do without acting in a manner calculated 
materially to promote the snccissfiil termination of a c|ues. 
lion, to which, iiiidcr other circumstances, and in other 
asj)ects of political airhirs, J had oileri'd the most dccideil 
resistance- Under these circumstances, and with respect to 
the nature of the op] tositioii •which I Itjul always oflerod to 
the proposed concessions to the* Homan Catholics, I feic 
myself bound to act as 1 have done. • 

Sir, the nature of tliat op]K>sitiiiii was such as to allow of 
no* middle course; it was fouiuiiHl upon the belief which I* 
have always sincerely entertained, that the reino«''. 44 )&*}ioso^ 
barriers, which the ]aw<)p]}osed to the attainment of ]M)litical 
])owcr b 3 b the, Homan Catholics, was inconsistent with dx* 
lnaintcllan^e of the, Constitution, nnd*witli the welfare and 
safety of the Church. 

The circumstances to which 1 "liave refcTred I considered 
seriously ; and having done so, 1 made up my mind* to retire 
from office, if my right Aoiiourablc friend, (Mr. Canning), 
W'hosc opinions on this subject were so decidedly opposed to 
my own, should be placed at the head of the Administration, 



182 


ON THE l>REAllEKSUir. 


wlicreMie could with moi-c effect than ever support these 
opinions. If my own had liecn doubtful, my duty might 
not have required my resignation; biilfthey were not, and 
iny rigid sense of public duty has (Jetennined my course. 

If even the Administration could have remained in the 
same state as before — if it could have amtinued exactly 
neutral upon this (|iiestion, 1 might have continued in 
office ; but when Tsuw that exact neutrality could not be 
expected — when 1 found that the Duke of York was no 
more, and that the voice of the Earl of Ijivcrjxx)! had be- 
come silent, 1 tjiought 1 had a right to act, and, indeed, 
that 1 flight to act upni the conviction of ;ny own mind, 
and not subject luysi^Jf to suspicions, by seeming to have 
been converted to opposite opinions, especially w'hen . the 
period of that app^ireiit conversion would have concurred 
precisely with that of the change of Administration. 1 
therefore determined to sacriHce office, rather than abandon 
that course which I had jirevioiisly pursued for so long u 
lime, and which 1 had continued while in possession of the 
office which I lately held. 

The next question ii]X)n which I wish to say a few words 
is, whetijer the appointment of my fright honourable friend 
to be at the head of the ‘Administratictn, and to occupy that 
.place which was recently filled by the Earl of liiveqx}ol, 
woqid ni)t almost neccsssirHy bring along with it the final 
^success of the Catholic Question. 

Jit 18 due to my right honourable friend to say — and 1 give 
him full, credit for it~that 1 believe him to be actuated by 
the utmost hoficsty, sincerity, and zeal, in his efforts for the- 
promotibn of the success of that question. 1 judge him iti 
the same manner as 1 wi.di to be judged myself— by the 
uniform«course he has pursued, by ,the public declarations- 
hc has so frequently made,' and by the earnestness he has 
always manifested on this subject. 1 am perfectly satisfied. 
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I say^ with his honesty, sincerity, and zeal ; and I declare 
that it will be as much his duty, as I believe it always was 
his intention, if he should be placed at the head of the 
Administration, to promote, by every fair means, if not tbe 
immediate, at least the ultimate success of tbe Catholic 
Question. 

Feeling so, I thought it was my duty to retire ; I thought 
so not merely because my right honourable friend differed 
from myself in opinion upon the merits of the Catholic 
Question, but because the diange consequent u|X>n his 
a])|x>intinent was such, that tlierc could ncf> be any thing 
less thansi complete transfer of all the influence and power 
which belong (and I think properly belong) to the office of 
Frfnic Minister, from^ the opponents to the advocates of con- 
cessions to the Catholics. That transfer. Sir, was not a 
transfer of influence and power from one ordinary man to 
another ordinary man, but from the most ]X)worfu] opponent 
<if the Catholic claims to their most powerful advocate. 
Under these circumstances, and with reference to tha{ 
Question, I thought it would lx; impossible to conduct the 
Government ufxm those principles on which it had been 
carried on under tlic Farl of •Liyer|xx)l ; and the consc- 
c[uoncc was, that 1 prqiarcd to act upon that resolutioft, 
which, from the delay that has taken ydace upon Lord. 
Livcrpools illness, 1 had had a*full opportunity o^U^oysider- 
ing, and which 1 had maturely deliberated. 1 had marked ' 
throughout, tijc splendid career which my Kght honoiirif]^1e 
friend haA pursuedt with Jk'cgard to the Catholic Question, 
and each hour of my delibeicatioli confirmed!* the opinion 1 
had formed, that he would employ tile ii^uence of *Jiis^ new 
office to promote the success of that Question w'hicli he had 
always so'wannly advocated. I found that from^be very 
first period when the rcAtrictions imposed by the Regency 
Bill upon his present Majesty terminated, up lo the memth 
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of March last, when the honourable baronet, the iiicmlx'r 
for Westminster (Sir T. Bfirdett) brought forward his 
motion regurdiiit; tlie Catholics, he had^ pursued the same 
aetlvo and undeviating course in promotion of tlic Catholic 
(Question, which 1 (tlioiigh not with the same a1)ility and 
))0\ver) ))iirsued in opposition to it. In the year 1813, 
after Mr. Grattan had intrcxluced liis motion for the imiiK^ 
diatc consideration of the Homan Catholic claims, wliich 
motion was negatived, my riglit lionourable friend was i:ot 
satisfied with that negsitive, but brought forward another 
motion to the same effect as Mr. Grattan’s, alleging, ns his 
reason fyr doing so, that circumstances had been vhangi'd, 
AS the restrictions on the Uegeiicy had then ex})iri'd. ’riiat 
motion went to pledge the House to take the state of the 
Catholics into immediate amsidcration on the commence- 
ment of the next session, and ic was adopted by the 
House. 

Now, Sir, I ask, what is there to j>revcnt my right 
honourable friend, if he thoiiglit tlic course he then jnir- 
siicd was prudent and reasonable, and would be so at this 
moment, I say what is to prevent him from pursuing the 
same course in 1827, which 4ie adopted in 1812? In that 
ydhr Mr. Grattan's motion was negatived by a majority of 
40, but my right honourable friend, not at all dispirited Ifjr 
tliat introduced a inofioii to the same effect, but in 

a different shape, jiledgiiig the House to a consideration of 
tlQc;jquestioii in the following session. Ouc discussion has 
already taken place tlhs session ftpon tips questiob, on the 
motion of the honourable ineipber ffor AVestminster ; that 
motion lias been pega*tivcd, but tlie circumstances being* 
pretty nearly the same, I soc no ground on which my right 
honourable friend should feel himself debarred from now 
pursuing the same course whAch licjadoptcd on the rejection 
of Mr. Grattan V motion. If I had continued in office, I 



O.V THE PUEMfERSHIP. 


185 


could never have thought of projiosing to niy right hoiioiir- 
ahle friend that lie should ])ledge himself not to adopt that 
course, though even if I had bei.*n by any chance induced 
to do so, I am sure, fnxn the course he has always pursued’ 
and from my conviction of the honesty and integrity of his 
conduct n])on this question, he would at once have refused 
to give any such pledge. 1 say, therefore, that 1 was jus- 
tified in accounting it at least ])ossihle, if not probable, that 
in tliis very scssicjii a tnotioii might he introduced by my 
right lionourable friend upon tlie subject of the Catholic 
claims, and that 1 might, in this session •or the next, be 
called oif, as v member of the (Government, to siccpiiesce in 
a measure introduced liy niy right honourable friend, which, 

when it was introduced bv the honourable member for 

■ - 

Westminster, 1 had p<isitively rejected. During the whole 
])eriod from the year ISlJi to the year IS!.!?, my right honour- 
able friend has, on every occasion, preserved Ins consistiiicy 
upon this point, and in the declaration of his opinions, 
ill his professions, and in his nets, has uniformly given to the 
claims of the (.'atholics hiri most de^-ided, ])oweifuI, and 
effectual suppoit. Not only has he Mip|K)rted them when 
tlie (piestion has been Jirough^ fiwward by otlievs, but he 
lias himself originated motions for conceding at least a 
jiortion of the claims deuianded by the Jloinuii Catholics^; 
motions, however, tliat, tlioiTgli limited in th >^'<?r^ent of 
their imnicdiate operation, yet involved ])riiiciples whieli, if 
he thought gix)d«for a part, he must, by' necessary ciinsc-* 
qiience, Aavc consi^lenui (food for thc^ whole. 

The right honoiirabh.^ geiiclenian next* adverted to a 
'motion introduced in 183S by Mr. f. anting, for tTie admis- 
sion of the Jtonian Cadiolic piK'rs to scats in Parliament. 
On tlial occasion liiii right honourable friend* said, I ^ 
solemnly declare to t|c House that I would not have 
brought this question forward, liud I not felt assured tliat 
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the reparation which I ask on l)chalf of the C'atholic peers 
is in the name of policy as I'xpedient as in the name of 
humanity it is charitable, and in the name of God jiist.’^ 
Now, I say. Sir, (continued Mr. Peel), if that be a tnie 
description of my right honourable friend's opinion — if he 
now believes, as he then stated, that the claims of the 
Catholics are in pohey exiicdient, in humanity charitable, 
and, above all, in the name of God, just — with iny coiifi- 
deiicc ill his sincerity, how could 1 doubt, that placed in 
the situation which he now fills, had I remained in office, 
1 should have }x^cn calk'd on, and that very shortly, to 
adopt the altemutivc of either acquiescing in •a nuiCion not 
now for the first time bnmght forward, or of op|X)sing 
myself to the strength of the Government? and that 
ac(|uiesccncc could not have been yielded by me without 
involving the whole of those principles which I have 
hitherto endeavoured to inainkun. Sir, (hat such a motion 
as that which 1 have supposed, would involve the whole 
principle of the Catholic Question, 1 may assert upon the 
authority of niy right honourable friend himself, who said 
that he could not conclude his speech on that motion, with- 
out admitving that the jiartial success which he was then 
attbmpting to obUiin for the Catholics, would, he hoped, 
ultimately lead to the attainment C 4 f the great object they 
had thQpJ[W.vie\v. Now, Sir," it would not be my part to 
acquiesce in the attainment of such -an object ; and if I 
haidjemaiucd in office, it would not have been hi nty {xiwer 
to prevent any, even partial cont:cssioii 9 , which Alight be 
introduced into* Parliamenf by. the. first Minister of the 
Crown — ^fiy that injividbal who is honoured with the chief* 
confidence of his Sovereign, •who is mainly res{X)nsiblc for 
the acts of the Administration, and who is first in influence 
and authority in the Cabinet. I jboiild not say, 1 have 
acquiesced in granting to the Catholics the whole of what 
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they claim, nor in any partial concession of tlio Aature to 
iihich 1 have alluded, attended, ns it must have been, with 
such coi]se(|iieiicc#a.s my right honoiinable friend himself at 
that time predicted. . I should therefore have held office 
only on sufferance, liable to be called on at the notice of a 
week to retire from the public service, and that, too, per- 
haps at a time infinitely more inconvenient for the public 
than that at which I actually did rdkign the department 

that had been intrusted to me. 

• • • a 

On the occasion of Mr. Stuart Wortley’s motion, on the 
521st of ^May^ 1812, for the formation of a new ^ and effi- 
cient Administration, my right honourable friend assumed 
grounds for dcK:lining to form jiart of the Administration, 
which 1 consider mi nearly similar to those on which 1 have 
now retired from the public service, that I think J cannot 
do blotter than state them ; and 1 beg therefore to make 
use of llieni, not only as applying jiarticularly to my own 
situation, but as conveying, in lietler language than iBy 
own, the deseriptioii of the grounds on whiclrTl have 
tbonght myself ciilled mioii to secede*: — 

“ 1 have becii asked wliellier, sujiposiiig I had accepted 
the offer that was iinide to me, I s^iould not have felt inyi^iJf 
at perfect liberty to*aet as my own opinions sliould dictate, 
ii|X)n the great question whick constitutes the main bar of 
separation. I reply, that as a Minister, 1 know I siibulu 
have been at liberty. 1 do not mean to assert, tltat 
bod joined tlic present A|lininistraliQn to fight againad my 
own principles, under the lianuers of the noble lord (Lord 
• Liverpool), I should not still have had the ^ower of 
making niy solitary speech, and of giving my solita^ vote 
in support of opinioi^ I had previously mainUuiUfd I will 
not even sjiy that ihen^ may not be honourable minds who * 
vrould be satisfied with such a distinction, and it may be 
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iny nr].«ff>rtiii]o or niy fault that mine is not a mind of that 
construction. Jf, v/hcii out ri* ofRco, I liavu lent to any 
cause tliat J deenieJ just, my influence and my autliority, 
I never can consent to accept ollicu. under the condition 
that I sliall instantly divest myself of that influence and 
authority, which ou^ht still to he my companions, and to 
leave them on one great and vital cpiestion in open and 
wilful abeyance.” 

The justice of those sentiments no man can deny, and 
all must admire ; and I believe my right honourable friends, 
like mysi'lf, were Jiilly satisfu'd of their sincerity. lie will 
now use, aiul no man can reasonably blame Iipn fiv; U'sinjLCy 
the influence and authority of tlie station ho now' Alls, 
for the purpose of carrying that cause he has so long 
advocated in vain, and whicli out of olKce he declared 
to be just. 

Almost every word thou uttered by my right honourable 
friend u]X)n this })oint applies exactly to my ease* ; and a 
little further on he observes, ** IVrsoual objections to the 
noble ford 1 declare 1 have 110,110.“^ 80 J, iti my turn, 

assert, from the bottom of my he.irt, that 1 have no per- 
sonal ohjec;tiuns to my right honourahle friend. 1 on this 
occasion, likeliiin on that, am actuaied hv no feeling of 
rivalry,” and willingly ucc|niesced in the retention of his 
services, yi»en lie was about to Siiil for India. 

In attending Ilis Majesty to Scotland, 1 closed my lips 
the*siibjecc ; and on the first day after my return to 
Ijonclon, J, waited on my noble friend at the head of the 
Government, arid said, that if Ilis Majesty, or iny col- 
leagues, deemed it of imiMirtaiice that my right honourable 
friend 'should hold the situarioiis he has since filled, difR- 
ciiltics 1 v'ould make none. That cpiestion, therefore, I 
decided four years ago, and 1 repej^t, in his words, that 1 
have been actuated by no feeling of rivalry and wdth 
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this particular question excepted, I could have nef carthlj 
hesitation either in acting ^with or under him.’' 1 too 
cannot allow the predominance of his opinion to stifle 
mine;’' and on entering the Cabinet under such circum- 
stances, I cannot ])retend not to know that his “ influence 
and authoritv” will be such as to panilyse all niy feeble 
cflbrts ill opposition to the object of his wishes. If 1 
accepted oHice under him, let it be reiaeinbered that 1 must 
accept it with full notice of what were his views of the 
duties of a Prime Minister, invcsteil with the influence and 
authority he will enjoy. In the course I have pursued, 
then, 1 have only acted in accordance witli his example — 
an exiuiqile 1 honour, and an example that ought to be set 
or followed by every ]uihlic man. 

* . • • • 

Put, Sir, the ]ieculiarity of my situation dejiends not 
ineri'ly upon the opinions 1 have avowed, not merely on the 
ii.itiire nf the ivsiManci* I have olieivd to the (\'itliolic 
claims, not merely on the proinineiiee of the ])nrt I hm'c 
taken on that ipiestion, but on the fact, that foirthc last 
eleven or twelve years I*havC held two situations inter- 
mixing me with the administration of every Irish (|nestion. 
On me has clevolvud"* the whole* responsibility, whether as 
(1 lief Secretary for* Ireland, or as Secretary i»f State for 
the Home Department. * Tliv relation in which I stood to 
the Prime Minister, from the nature of the oilice I lalclj 
held, J knew presented what I may vyiiture to germ an 
insiipcnl^Ie diiliculty. Peiiig now ni the ranks of private 
life, and under no* rcstra/iit of j[)flicial resewe, I must fairly 
. state that, fur a long period, i only have been fonsidered 
res|M)ii.sible for the affairs of freland. I was thb only 

Minister of the Crown in this House who took the view 1 

• * 

entertained of the Catholic Q^icRtioii ; and 1 have been tlius 
placed in a situation, ii^t only of difficulty and embarrass- 
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mont, bill in a situation in which, let me say, no Minister 
ought to be placed. 

In the beginning of the year 18SS (u dfstinction certainly 
unsought and unsolicited on my f^rt), I was appointed 
Secretary of State for the Home Department, with full 
notice, 1 admit, of the difficulties I might thereafter have 
to combat. If I retained oflicH^, it was not from personal 
motives, or from any desire of the distinction conferred ; 
and, in 1825, after 1 had iK*en left in minorities on three 
different (piestions immediately aninected with Ireland— 
the Catholic Question, the Elective Franchisi', and the Pay- 
inent of the Catholic Clergy (which 1 thought something 
very like the cstahlislinient of the Homan ('ntholic religion 
ill Ireland) — 1 waited on my noble friend, then at the lieafl 
of the Governineiit. 1 told him that; personally, it was 
painful for me to dLscoiiiiect myself from those whom 1 
esteemed and respected ; but that, having been left in a 
minority in that branch of the Legislature of which J was 
a member, 1 anxiously desired to be relieved from my situa- 
tion. The reply of my noble friend was, that niy retire- 
ment would determine his own, and 1 finally consented 
to remain in office; my noble friend declaring that he 
deemed it of the highest iin]X)rtancc that the Secretary of 
State fur the Iloine Department should jiusscss opinions a% 
mucli os possible in accordance with those of the Prime 
^“Minister. He represented to me the difficulty he should 
experience in filling up the situation, and, in short, that my 
retir^ent must deteripiiic his oiyi. 1 was thus induced 
to waive my wisli for retireifcnt, mid to consent to remain 
until a new Parliament Jhad pronounced an opinion upon • 
the grAit question which inti^sts and agitates Ireland. 

When l(^st 1 addressed the House on that subject, on the 
^Ilcsolution of the right honourable baronet (Sir Francis 
Burdett), I expected to have been again in a minority ; 
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and bad that expectation been realized I should th£n liave 
withdrawn from the service of His Majesty. Altliough I 
prefer no complaint, for I have always been treated witli 
the most perfect gexx! faith, yet it was no enviable situa- 
tion at any time to be the single Minister in this House, 
resjmiisihle for the administration of the affairs of Ireland 
— opposed by all my colleagues, and daily seeing those very 
colleagues, the incmbers of the Government, actively con- 
certing measures with my ]Militical opponents. They were 
at ])erfect liberty to do so ; for it was iinderstocxl that every 
man might exert himself, either in opposition to, or in 
promotion of, the Uomaii Catholic claims. 1 make no 
com))laint ; 1* prefer no charge on this account ; 1 only state 
the fact as the reason which made my situation extremely 
embarrassing. The*sup|M}rt and assistance I received from 
my noble friend, Lord J^iver|>iH>l, certainly rendered my 
difliculties less ; but if, in the place of him, with whom 1 
cordially V4)ticurred — with whom 1 entered into public life 
— and between whom and myself there never was a shadow 
of difference cjf opinion u|x>n any subject : if 1 sji}*; in his 
place, I should find my right* honourable friend, with 
whom 1 had the miMfortuiie at all times to differ i^)on that 
]>aramoLint (iiiestion,,iris obvious lhat it was iuiix)ssible for 
me to retain the partfcular situation I held, that of Si'crc-, 
tary fur the ITonic De{)artniciU, connected as it was witli 
the oflicc of Prime Minister. Is there an honourable gem- 
tleinaii who bears me', who docs not feel tjiat if it w'Crc iin^^ 
]Kissible for me to retain that situation, it was as iroposifibic 
for me to be guilty'of thc^paltr^ subtcrfugciof removing to 
another. 1 am ])crfectly satisfied al| will be convinced that 
L took the only course remaining to me;'* and that aftd^ the 
misfortune which befel my noble friend, Lord Liverpool, 
1 had no alternative but to retire. 

The relation bctwceiY the offices of Secretary for the 
Home Department and Prime Minister, is more intimate 
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than is ]KTliaps generally supposed. Not only do all Irish 
affairs pass through the hands, of the Home Secretary, but 
his eonncction with the Prime Minister Is this — the Prime 
Minister has the disposal of all the patronage of Govern- 
iiicnt, while the Home S(*cretary is the Minister who is 
legally and C'on^titutionally resiKJiisible. lOvery place of 
j)referment in the eliinx'h, every ])olitieal office, is disposed 
of by the Prime jMinister; but the signature of the Secretary 
of State for the lIonieDejiartnient is indis}H‘nsal>lc to every 
instrument. Such being the fact, it becomes a matter of 
great iin])ortanee in wliat manner this office is filled. He 
who is charged with the domestic government of this 
country, ought not to be an individual malenall}' differing 
in opinion from the head of the .Vdministration. If this 
accordance do not exist, the Home Sccri'tary can only 
retire, or come into jiainful collision with his coadjutor on 
individual apjiointments — a condition most sincerely to be 
dejirecated- - leaving him no alternative, but to vvithdraw 
from (jffice upon some single, isolated ])i)int, the true grounds 
of which the country at large would never be able to undiT- 
stand and ajijireciate. It was my duly, therefore, to con- 
sider all these points, beforehand ; and if I fi*lt that such 
collision would arise, it was my duty to ])revent it by ro- 
tjremeiit, without running the risk of embarrassing the 
public service by adherence tir office, 'riiese are the juiblic 
■'grounds on which- --with refeivnee to my jiositlon regarding 
Citlholic Question — with a view to my position as 
Secretary^ of Stale fijr the Home Department, , charged 
with the domestic adminisir^^tion of the affairs of Ireland — 

I thouglA it iin]X)ssible to retain office under a Prime Minis-, 
ter ddfering from me in so marked a degree ii]ion a question 
of such ..magnitude. Acting upon these grounds, with 
great reluctance, but at the :»ime time w'itliout a moment's 
hesitation, I signified to His Majesty iny determination. 

’Whether the House deems those grounds sufficient, is a 
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niMtler, ffive me Jciivo to s-iy, of siilK)r(linatc coiiMdoralion 
to the question wIkiIut, Iia7iii£f intemlecl to retire, I acted 
upon tliut. iiucntion in conforniiiy wiih public pwcl faith, 
and with the respal 1 owed li> the Soverei/?!! who had 
honoured me willi his confidence. I w(juld much ratln'r it 
should be thou^lit tliat 1 actvnl jirccipitately, and upon 
insutlicient f^romuis, tlian ll*.at I Jiad l)een pruilly of 
neglect of duly to my ivuiiitry, and of want of ivsp<*<tt t#) 
iijj' Sovereign, 'riie course I pursued was this : I felt my 
own situation to bo one of diiliciiily, .ind I wi>lK'd tf> in- 
fluence the opinion and conduct of iio^uian. The first 
piTson Vo wlvmi I communicated my opinion^, thafr I should 
not be able to concur in the; new arrangement, was my right. 
Iponourahle friend, ^tlien S«'cretriry for Fon-ign .A flairs. I 
mentioned my intention t<i rc'tire, to him. and to ni» other, 
and I knew not the intention of any other man. I acted 
on the Htaise of my own sitiialiuii. The moment the subject 
was mentioned to me, I thought that it did not become ine 
to act. with any reserve; and having made up my niiiid, 
not to require that my answer ^shoiilcl he postponed until 
the qiicslioii had been formally and oflicially put. This, 1 
am sure, my right liouoiirablofrienil will do me ^he justice 
to admit. The S!)t[i of 3Inrch was the first occasion on 
which the subject was intrixhicxMl, and I then said to mV 
right honourable friend, “ I will tell you, witliout reserve, 
what are my feelings as to mv particular sit ii.'it ion : they 
dictate to mo retirement from olliee, if iKs Majesty aliwtfin' 
select yod to form an Adr|iinistratij)n.'’ J am sure he will 
recollccl. that 1 made ibis statenfbiit, without anv hroach of 
that gfKid understanding which hasNong, suhsisted between 
us. That information I took care to convey to tlic highest 
quarter; for here again I thought that there shodid be no 
reserve. My resolution, was not sudden — T acted upon long 
previous conviction. The step [ tor>k' was in no respect 
vor, VI. o 
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pni'ipitatr, and no one ought to have Ihvii taken by surprise 
by it. Decoi'iim was due to the painful sitiintioii of Lord 
Liverpool ; and after what delicacy reipiircd was at an end, 
and the matter was formally discussed, I took care that no 
df>ubt should remain ils to the line of conduct 1 intended to 
pursue. I felt a sincere desire, J admit, to remain connected 
with the late Administration ; and 1 stated, that if any 
arrangement could be made, so as to place the (Tovem- 
ineiit on the same footing as when it was under the guidance 
of la>rd l^iverpcx)], [ was satisfied with my situation, and 
wished for no change nor advancement. 

O ♦ • * ♦ 

The right honourable gentleman proewded to vindicate 
his late colleagues, who retired from office with him, fn.m 
the charge of concert and calml. He did not wish his case 
to be separated from theirs. Their conduct, as well as his 
own, proceeded from their impressiims and views of duty to 
the public service; and although their course was acci- 
dentally coincident in ]X)int of time ; in jxiint of fact, there 
was no concert whatsoever amongst them. To one of his 
collcagiie.s, he (Mr. I’eel) by command of Ilis Majesty did 
communicate the course he felt lK)uiid to pursue, but he did 
not inquire, or knoiv, what course that colleague intended 
to pursue. With the exception of the single communica- 
tion made in the manner in which he had stated, such was 
the rcrorve and delicacy observed by .every member of the 
"iute«6ovcmmcnt, that he did not believe thc*it any one man 
was iu:quaintcd with tlic coiirsi* ai^thcr meant to oMopt. 

The right lionoiirable gentleman then continued? “ I 
cannot conclude, ^jr, a statement of the public grounds' 
on whicli I am compelled to retire from office, without ex- 
pressing * deep regret at my separation from many with 
whom I have formerly acted with so much cordiality. 
That regret is nevertheless mitigated by the reflection, that 1 
did every thing l)ecoming my character to prevent that sepa- 
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ration, rcrsonally, loo, I may lament that I shall liot con- 
liniio posseswd of the opiKN-tunitios my office affiorded of 
making those chaii|i^*s, and introducing those improvements, 
from the adoption of v:hich only 1 hoped for dislinclioii and 
iward. 

“ I cannot hut feel concern at my withdrawal fn»in ila* 
service of my Sovereign, and that withdrawal is tin* more 
painful from the uni form kindness and gracious consideration 
with wind) Ills Majesty was graciously pleased to contem- 
plate niy labours, and my solicitude for the public welfare. 

1 have the satisfactioii of reflecting that ^lyery institution, 
civil aiul military, connected with iny office, diirinn- the last 
five years, has been subjected to dose inspection and strict 
ruvic\\\ and that I have hccii able to make such tem])eratc 
aUil gradual reform's, as I thought wore ccaisisteiit with 
their general and |)ermaiieiit giMxl. I Iiave also the grati- 
fication of knowing that every law found in the statute-bcKik 
when I entered (ffiicc, which iinj^oscd any temporary, or 
any extraordinary restriction on the lilieriy of the subject, 
has either l)ceii repealed cir^adlowed to expire. I may he a 
'r<)rv — I may be illiberal— hut the iaet is undeniahkN that 
when I first entered upon the duties of the Homy Depart- 
ment, there were law^ in existence which ini])osed upm ilie 
subjects of this realm uni|sualnnd extraordinary restrictions.: 
the fact is undeniable, that tlidsc* laws have been effaced. 

“ Tory as I am, I have the further satisfaction of know- 
ing, that tl)ere is not a single law connected with my nam;,i 
which has not had for yts ohjiTt s'jine mitigation of' the 
seventy of the ( 'riminal Lfiw — i»ome ])reverftion of abuse iii 
the exercise of it, or some sec'urity for itsjmjiartial adminis- 
tration. 1 may also recollect .with ])lcasurc, that during 
the severest trials to wjiich the manufacturing inteicsts have 
ever been exposed during the Vinters of the last tw'o years, 
1 have prescrvixl intenial tranr|uiHity witlv>ut applying' 
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to the House for iiieusiire.s of extraoriliiiary severity- 1 
Iio]ie it not he considered uiibeconiing if I allude fur- 
ther to the satisfaction I derive from leflueling upon my 
exertions in favour of tlie just prerogative of llie tVown. 

I'or all the ancii^nt institutions of iiiy country I have felt 
a natural pre{)05sesaion, and an earnest desire that they 
should preserve tliat veneration which ha.s proniolecl their 
continuance ; but those prepossessions have not prevented me 
from iiKpiiring into cases of tdleged abuse, and that desire 
has urged me in a friendly and tem|K*raLe spirit, to examine 
to what degree corriiptioii may have iiUruiliHl. IV here 
change and restoration were deemed neec'ssary, tliey liavc 
been applied, thus reeon unending tho.so ancient institutions 
to the long-enduring uttaeliuieiit and veneration of the 
country. 

I again thank the House for the opiM)rtunily it has 
afforded me of giving this explaiiulion, and I shall con- 
clude by assuring it that llie confidence of my Sovereign, 
tlr,, gt}()d-will of his people, and the approbation of Tarlia- 

meiit, lit^vc been at once the motive, and the reward of my 

■ — * * 
exertions. 

Mu. I)L'XcoMiii<: (of York^ apjirovcd of the conduet of 
M**. Peel tliroiighuut the latc negociati’)ns. 

SiH rnAN<:i.s lirujJETT said, ihiit the very same feilings 
wliich hud compelled the right honoiiruhle gentleman (Mr. 
Peel) to retire, upon the Catholic Qiie>tion, a (question of 
the Iiiglicst importance; — a question which involved no lc.ss 
an interest than that of the great cause of genera! religious 
freedom in Gioat Britain; — a question, the prin4fples 
favouralxc to the support of which he thoiiglit were acttially- 
idenliKcd with the*"iirst principles of the British Constitu- 
tion ; principles, which in themselvc^ were not only sanc- 
tioned by the common law of nature, but by every cod- 
sideration of policy and reason, and which were gaining 



US Tilt: PUEMIKKSIIII*. 11)7 

ground more iiiul more from day to day in every other 
kiiif^doni in tlic rivilized world, though they still were, or 
had been, hy some miraculous fatality, resisted in England ; 
the very s;mie feelings which had iiifliionced the right 
honourable gentleman (Mr. I\h} 1) to withdraw his assist- 
ance from Ilis Majesty's Governnient as soon as he saw 
I hat great question was likely tol)C determined in a manner, 
in his opinion, contrary to the interests of the state, left 
him (Sir E. Ihirdett), wllos(^ views upon that particular 
measiiri; were directly <»p])osite to those of the right lionoiir- 
able gentleman, no choice but to give tlcJit Government 
every sr.ppor* and assistance in Ins ]M)wer. Ilis-* feelings 
had been i-xcited just as completely as those of the right 
honourable geiitlemim hy the present crisis, only in a 
(lilfereiit way. lie had h Miked at the present opportunity 
as the only practical one which had arisen during his poli- 
tical life, /or advocating, and as the right honourable gen- 
lleman bad truly .s;iid,of advaneing that question, upon the 
fortunate issue of which, in his opinion, the prosperity, 
and jirobably llu? safety of this rmintry depended. It was 
a dawn of hope which was breaking ujmmi the benighted 
ja-ospects of Ireland, and which i^ was to be trusted would 
have the eflect of tranquillizing that unhappy kingdom, 
iiiitil the people of Ihigl.aid .'ihoiild become so far enlight- 
ened as to perceive that her misfortunes formed a constant 
stumbling-blfK'k to their own advantage. For himself, he 
might SCI}' it most sincerely, no {ktsozi was more inclinec] " 
to give credit to the right Aioiioiirable gentleman (Mr. Feel) 
fur his exertions in office, than he (Sir F. Ilurdctt) was, oi 
more regretted that he could no longer .icontinuc to carry 
oil those measures for the benent of his country, which he 
undoubtedly bad the nicrit of having originated ; yet it was 
to be hoped that, even out of office, ho would not entirely 
abandon them. 
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Thu motives upon which the riglit lionourablc gentleman 
li.id witiulrnwii, were hunoiirable to him in the highest 
degree; hut still it was a beiieHt, aiida most important 
beiielit to the country, that he had bj.eii compelled !«> willi- 
draw. Tliat any thing- -no iiiatter what — had obliged liim 
to give up a situation in which he was no doubt of great 
utility to the country, but in wliich he presented a constant 
liarrier to the alteralmn of a state of uflairs and politics in 
Irelamh whicli scarcely six men in liiigland were hardy 
enough to say could Ik* allowed to ivniain in their jwosent 
ruinous conditipv. In his own coiisiMcntioiis opinion, lie 
sliould ilesert his duty to those principles which ivight by 
Ciire and conduct be so guided as in their course to pro- 
duce neither danger nor mischief, but great gotxl ; — prinei- 
pies, the progress of which no power tliat e«>iild he exerted 
would be able eventually to stop or clic^ck,— if lie failed to 
throw all liis weight into the scale of the present arrange^ 
ment. And, besides, lie was a practical man, or at least wished 
to be so. He was ready to go as far us any man for ahstrael 
principle, but lie could not c}uite hwc sight of present 
advantage. It he could not at once obtain all that lie 
desired ot was entitled to, still that which he saw he coulil 
obtain he would not reject. In aeling as lie had done on 
tile present occasion, lie conceivot,! he hud done no more 
than give his support to the* Crown in the exercise of its 
undoubted prerogative ; and in a ease where he had no 
•;vaspn to doubt but that prerogative w*as em^doyed for the 
public welfare. < I ^ ; 

SiH Tiiomas'^Lktubhidge coincided in the upinic^ of 
Mr. PeeT, and approved of the consistency and integrity of 
his conduct on this occasion. He would ask the right 
honouruble gentleniuii (Mr. ('aniiing) at the head of the 
Government directly — was ihere to be a Cabinet united 
upon the subject of Catholic emancipation ? or was it to be 
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line ulude of jaiTin^ iiiaieriaLs and opinions, to be forced 
down and settled as circunistunces should make necessary, 
or convenience ndniit ? 

Mit. G. 1)aws<ix said, that in all the support which the 
right honourable gentleman (Mr. Canning) had received, 
there was no other feeling or sentiment iiisuiifested than a 
desire to partici|Nite in the power and places which the right 
honourable gentleman had to dis{)ensc« He had resigned his 
plaee fur the same ri*usoiis, and on the same principles as 
his right honourable friend (Mr. Peel). With res])ect to 
the siijiporl given by the hoiioitruble baronet (Sir F. Ibir- 
dett), and the former members of the opposition to the 
jireseiit Administration, if. it was nut with the miniecliate 
yiew of carrying the (.^itholic Question, he would ssiy that 
their coalition witii the riglit honourable gentleman was 
one of the basest and most unnatural, whieli |)olitical expe- 
rience could enimuTato. He repealed he knew no instance 
of a m^re base coiditioii, if the case were such as he 
believed, and he would put tlie fitet ii|mui a very short .and 
simple test: — Was ('atholic emancipation, he wcuikl ask 
the riglit honourable genflemmi, or*was it not to be made 
a ('abinol (piestion r If there was the slightest suspense as 
to the (-atholic Quv.'ition — if tlure was a hesitation as ti( the 
.making that (piesti7>ii «i Cabinet cjuestion, it became im|x>s- 
sible for those gi*ntlemen ivho now supported the right 
honourable gentleman, conscientiously and consistently to . 
do so. After aniniadvertiiig on the press, and assiTtiiig 
that it v'as Corrupted to its core, the honourable gentleman 
pniceeded, — to contenci tliut^ the jiresevt Acrmiiiisiratiun 
was so constructed as neither to ^please the Catholics nor 
Protestants. What would the Catholics of Ireland siiy 
when they S£iw tho^Cabiiiet composed {irincipaUy of their 
advocates — ^yet their questtpii was not made a Cabinet* 
one ? And what would tlic Protestants say who heard it 
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ilt'clurecl lhat llir iiitcm'uiu of their Suverei^ii hutl been that 
there should be a Protestant Cabinet, and found the Pro- 
testant inteiests entrusted to siieh liaiuls vts those of Lord 
Dexlev ? Lord Lyndhurst, indiHKl, liad lately inude a speech, 
fur the whole materials of which he had bevn indebted to 
Doctor Pliili)otts; but the I’rotestiints of Ireland would 
have little coiiiidence in such support as tliat of liord 
Lyndhurst, especially xis he had runted himself under the 
banners of such opinions as those proHered 1)y the rif^ht 
hoiiournhle the First Lord of the 'i’reasiiry. ^I’lie honour- 
able nieinlx'r j)roceeded to advert to what he asserted was an 
avowed and well known opjiosilion between the King and his 
present Prime Minister on this important (|iiestioii. At all 
events the right honourable gt*ntleinan ought to explain him- 
self fully and openly as to what were the intentions of his 
(ioverinnent. The honourable biiron«*t (Sir !•'. Ihirdelt), 
Avho preceded him, had said that the sstfety of the eouiitry 
<lependi*d iijHai the new ministerial arrangements, lie 
Dawson) would say tliat if the Irish (*atholic$ were 
to be deluded any more with the cxpi'etation uf niinisteriul 
support. Ministers w'ouvd make thVniselves ans\vi'ral)le Ibr 
every eulainity whieh could afHict that country in future. 

M^i. Huoi'oirAM next rose. — The late honourable Under 
Secretary for the Home De))artnuiit (Mr. Dawson) had 
appealed to him iiersonally, and it seemed to l)e the opinion 
/jf that honourable geiitlcinun, that considering the |>riiici^ 
which had hitherto been stippoyctl to guide the (iovernmeiit, 
no othur earthly motive could be discovered in his ccmduct, 
except llie desire %•> ])iirticipate in the emoluments of tlwt 
patronage aad influence which were now ])1nccd at tlie dis]X)sal 
of the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Canning). To liini 
(Mr. I).) the remarks of the honourable gentleman hud no 
'..pplicatioii. Ileliad never drcunit of taking office under 
the present arrangement. He was more removed' from the 
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prubabiiity of ofKce, or from tlii; conttMuplatioii of it, (if 
possible.) than tlic honourable ^cntlonian himself, (rovern- 
iiuiU ^vas to he supported, aceordin^ t(» the honourable 
prentleinan, by wliut liu called an unnatural coalition or 
alliance, struck up between the ri^ht honourable geiitlemaii 
and his friends, avIio sUmkI with respect to each other on 
varying ])rinciples, engaged in opposing doctrines and 
views totally diilerciit. He (Mr. DrougliaiiO forsooth, had 
been opposed to the opinions advanced by the Government, 
since the death of Lord ( -astlereagh, as to our foreign 
policy. He (Afr. IL) forsooth, had been au^dous to attach 
to the whc:i.*I.s o| the Holy Alliance, the triiiin])hantichariot 
of the Kritish fortunes. Then it must be assumed that he 
had been one of tin* most zealous and Illiberal iiiipiigiiern 
of that policy wbieb bad been introdnciHl into the niereaii- 
tile affairs of the country, by the Pre>i(h‘nt of the Hoard 
of Tre.de (Afr. lliiskissuii). lie bad also been at war, as 
it must, be a.ssumed, with the (ioverninent, or tlie chief 
ineinbers of it, on the jxdicy which was most fitting to 
pres<.Tve in content and trampiillity tbe^ sister kingdom of 
Ireland. Let the IIoii.se look on all the great political 
i|uestioiis upon which lie^iuid bis friends bad approximated 
to, and differed from the (Tovernineiit, and lliey would sixai 
discover which was most frecpicntly in accordance with it, 
himself, or the lioiioiirable gentichian (Mr. Dawson) who bad 
made the aUack upon him. Let the House consider wliat bad 
been his conduct towards Ministers, in re.s]K'ct to the policy 
«»f rjiiro|K';*or let thvni thn^w their eyeuicross the Atlantic, 
where the dawn of freedom in &>oiilh America bad made 
tia* hearts of thousands leap for joy,* wliije blessing with 
its aspect myriads here who aymjxithizcd with them, 
'riien, as to the agricidtural interests, had not h«! (Mr. 
Hrouglunn) given his siip[x>rt to* the right honourable gen- 
tleman, though the honourable gentleman (Mr. Dawson) 
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sat voting by his side. These were the questions, these 
wen* the interests to which he had given his support. He 
liad i^^issed them in review, that tlie House niiglit sec that 
lie hud given his support to the right honourable gentleman, 
because he believed liim to he ]iructically animating the 
councils of Government on those subjects, with a voice which 
found ill his (Mr. fi. s) breast, a faithful echo. Hut were 
there no (luestions oh which the honourable gentleman (Air. 
Dawson) and his friends, differed from the right honourable 
gentleman? Had not the country of late been accustomed 
to u C'ahinet alpiost wholly discordant, differing among each 
other — . , 

“ Wide as the Poles asiiwcler?” 

I 

Had they not seen one Secretary of State directly op|X)sed 
to the s|)ceches and votes of another Secretary of State. 
Whilst alluding to this painful subject — tlie ('atholic Ques- 
tion — be felt liound to do justice to tlie manly, and to the 
ciiuntry, highly satisfactory conduct of the right honourable 
geiitreman, the late Chief Secretary for the Home Depart- 
ment. lint they hail heard even from that right honourable 
geiitlenijiii that things were, on such a fcxitingin the Cabinet 
that he himself hud the intention of retiring a year or two 
•ago. AVhen he (Air. 11.) saw that state of things, he was 
for some time prevented and burred from executing his 
own wishes in favour of the right honourable gentleman 
^(Af r. Vanning), iKHraihse lie felt that the Government was 
composed in a iiiamier which offered little satisfaction to 
the contemplation of thinking nipii. That impediment, 
liowevc% was reiiiovetl by the retirement from office of 
those who were most opposed to any change. In reference 
to the resignation of the right lioiiQurable gentleman (Mr. 
Peel) he would suy, that aH a Minister he had shown bini- 
aelf to be above all exception, and in his resignation he 
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had placed himself aI)ovc any suspicion which could be 
suggcsb'il by the utmost in^e^iuity of malice, were it pos- 
sible for any person to be his enemy. With respect to the 
Catholic Question, he for one did not look at the Catholic 
Question as a Cabinet Question, or one that was likely to 
be made a (i'ubiiiet Question, lie looked to saving it fnnn 
the certainty of defeat, by rcmcxlellincir the Cabinet, in a 
manner which must in any event bring good to Ireland. 

As to the (Catholic Question itself, if pursued prudently, 
discreetly, and practically, with a full witness of all the 
difficulties standing in the way, and accunudatiiig around 
their sU-ps as they arrived nearer the destined goal— for 
however cautious the honourable gentleman (Mr. Dawson) 
had been in the choice of tenns, he had been sufiicieiilly 
plain to l)e understood — then? was greater reason to hope 
now than ever. Hut wishing Ireland, including (.atholics 
and Hrotestunts, honestly well, he must hold that man to 
be an enemy to the advocates of the Catholics, lutth in and 
out of the House, who w'ould attempt to press the i|uestioii 
forward at this critical moment. , Let not the ('atholics jiress 
it — let them not do that which would give most ])leasure to 
their bitter enemies. The hor/ourable and Icarnud gentle- 
man proceeded to advert to the speech of the honourable 
baronet (Sir T. Lethbridge) who oeeupied the place of 
leader of the opposition, and whose appearance in that 
situation, he (Mr. U.) should be inclined to call gro- 
tesipie, were .it not for the gri*at personal regard \vbich 
he enter\ained towards him. As it was^ the custom to 
talk of sacrifices, he might l)e‘ permitted to say for him- 
self that he had quitted a situalhm* erpiiicnt beyond his 
hopes or merits on the oppus^itc benches, where he was 
surrounded, he might'alniust say followed, from tl/e respect 

* Leader of llic Oppusitioii. 
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shown to his hiiinblG abilities, by one of tiie largest, the 
most honourable, and he could add, because he knew their 
motives, being privy to their councils, one of the most dis- 
interested op])ositions ever known iirihnt House ; an oppo- 
sition consisting of men wliodid what they sincerely tliought 
best for their country^ though, in doing so, they felt sure 
tliey were helping to coiilirin their adversaries in office. He 
had ipiitUnl that station, enough to satisfy tlic ambition of 
the j)roiidest man, under arrangements which had niadi^ 
his own acceptance of office im{X)ssible. His opinions on 
foreign and dovicstic policy had led him to take this steji 
with the •sincere desire of furnishing a useful assistance to 
the liberal sentiments of the right honourable gentleman, 
including in the particular ohjix‘ts of Jii$ charge the IriMi 
ti^ucstion, which was likely to lie promoted by it. Not that 
he was for giving it that ]iroiiiiiient situation in the public 
councils which was re(|iiirod by the honourable. Imronet ; 
hut he wished that it should derive every possible advan- 
tage tVoin the junclion of the two parties which had divided 
the House and the cv^uiUrv;. 


"Mil. Canning rose for the first time as First 
Lord of the Treasury and Oliancollor of the Ex- 
chequer, and spoke to the following cftect : — 

Sir,* — It woyld be iincourteoiis to the House, 
aii(t to ray right .lionourable friend (Alrl. Peel), 
were I to aHow this . debatq to close without 
exprcsiTrag the sentiments which his S])cech Iras* 
excited, or rather confirmed, in niy mind ; and at 
the sanTe time that I rise for the'express purpose of 
doing so as there have been calls made on hie to 
answer questions on different subjects, I am pre- 
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pnrcd, in the discharge uf iny duty, to answer 
those questions. To begin with the more agree- 
able ];art of my task, the speech uf my right 
honourable friend (Mr. Peel) who has, in one 
or two instances, appealed to my testimony for 
the conhrination of some parts of his narrative 
of liis own conduct. 1 conhrm them in the fullest 
tiegree. T can bear testimony that, through- 
out the whole of the discussions that have taken 
]>1ace since Parliament adjourned,* 1 have kept 
up with nvy right honourable friend tire most 
constant intercourse — that throughout I have 
fciiind in him the »ame candour and sincerity — the 
expression of the same just feelings, and the uni- 
form exhibition of the same high |>rinciple, to 
'which he has laid claim in thu speech which he 
has this night delivered. 

I assure the House that they much mistake the 
position in which I have the honour to stand, who 
believe that positipn to be one of gratified ambi- 
tion, or of unalloyed satisfaction. From the begin- 
ning of these discussions, ■•I foresaw — both of us 
foresaw — that they must terminate in our mutual 
se])aration. Would to God — that separation may 
be but for a time. ! Had the question been- merely 
between my right Imnourablc friend and myself, 
and had it been to be decided by« his retirement 
or by mine, I do most solemnly declare it should 
have been decided by the latter. Sir, my right 
honourable friend had the courtesy to state to me 
yesterday his intention of making some observa- 
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tions to the House on the present occasion. I 
had, therefore, the opportunity of ^loing' th.at with- 
out which 1 should never have been able to ad- 
dress the House with satisfaction to myself — of 
asking the gracious permission of the King to state 
such circumstances concerning 1 [is Majesty in the 
late discussions, &s might be necessary to explain 
my conduct. I know not whether the frousc 
will be surprised to hear — my right honourable 
friend will »ifot, for I have already staled it 
to him-^f hat when T was first called npou*l)y His 
Majesty for advice, in the critical situation in 
which the Government was placed, aware — for 
why should I disguise the fact ? — of His Majesty's 
individual opinions, 1 counselled him to ms^ke the 
Cljovcrnmcnt conformable to those opinions. To 
carry ^hat counsel into effect, would of course 
have involved the necessity of niy retirement 
from office ; and 1 can declare most conscientiously 
that T would have laid'at the' feet of my Sove- 
reign the situation I had the’ honour to hol(I, 
with a more cheerful heUrt, and with much more 
confidence, with respect to my future position 
ap^rt from thd Government, than with respect to 
what it coujd bd with the quastion dffferently 
settle^ 

# 

But, Sir, it tvas not for me to ofter advice to my 
Sovereign as to the mode by which he was to 
accomplish the formation of a Cabinet opposed to 
my own opinions ; all, therefore, that remained 
for me to do was to ask leave to retire, and make 
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way, as far as I was concerned, foi;its formation. 
Now, why did .T do this ? Why did I, who have 
hitherto differed from many of my late colleagues 
upon this question, and who, as has been truly 
observed, thus differing, still continued to act 
with them— why did 1 thus stake the existence 
of an Administration, even though divided on the 
subject of the Catholic Claims, and advise Plis 
Majesty to form an Administration wholly hostile 
to those claims ? 

I will stace my reasons briefly for that course. 

Not many months ago Mis Majesty received 
a letter, from a source which 1 will not name, 
most strenuously advising Plis Majesty to place 
the Government of the country in a state of 
uniformity, and that that uniformity should be 
one of a decided o])position to the Catholic claims. 
Lord Liverpool, to whom .this advice w'as com- 
municated, at the same time that it was ad- 
dressed to His Majesty, in a letter to His Majesty, 
stated first, that having been one of the au- 
thors of a Government divided in opinion upon 
that question, he, for one, never would belong to 
an Administration which should be formed on the 
principle of the exclusion of its advocates. Lord 
Liverpool added his opinion of the great difficulty 
there would be in the forming of oUch a Govera- 
ment. Such was Lord Liverpool's opinion ; but 
when J advised His Majesty to form such a Govern- 
ment, it was not for me to estimate the difficulties 
which would impede it. It was, had His Majesty 
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thought fit t^ adopt the advice, for those of his 
counsellors who were to' form part of an Adminis- 
tration so constituted, to counsel such a course as 
they might have thought would attain their end. 
I did not disguise from my Sovereign that 1 
thought it would be a work of difficulty, but 
1 was far from thinking it a work of impractica- 
bility. What became of that advice is manifest 
by the result. It was not acted upon ; but 
fur what reason it was not acted upon, I am 
not aware ; and more than 1 know 1 cannot state. 
But from the time when 1 first saw the King, and 
gave the advice I have described, down to the 
period when His Majesty came to town, 1 had no 
knowledge to any certainty that the advice which 
I gave had not been adopted. So far, therefore, 
from seeking or soliciting, as the honourable gen- 
tleman (Mr. Dawson) .charges me, the post which 
1 have now the honour to hold, 1 withdrew myself 
altogether from any participation in the arrange- 
.inents, in order that the experiment which was 
said to be so loudly called for by the country 
might be fairly tried — an experiment w'hich was 
sought to be enforced, by the abortive motion of 
the honourable member for Somcrsetsliir^s (Sir T. 
Letbbjridge).* 

I'withdjrew,*'Sir, in order to have that experi- 

* Sir !r. Lethbridge had given notice of a motion which lie mb- 
sequcntly withdrew ; the object of which was to advise His hlajesty. 
by Address, to form an Administration united in opposition to the 
Catholic claims^ 
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ment fully and fairly tried ; and I solemnly aeclare, 
that there was jiothing dt that moment for which 
I was more anxious than that my stepping out of 
the way might remove every obstacle to that 
trial. But when it was distinctly stated to me 
that such an Administration could not bd formed, 
and when 1 received His Majesty’s commands to 
model a Government on the same principle as 
that of Lord Liverpool’s, of which 1 had been 
a member, nothing remained but tb* construct a 
Government of the divided character to which I 
have alluded, upon the subject of Catholic eman- 
cipation, with the Tnecessary consequence that the 
question of the removal of Catholic disabilities 
should not be made a Cabinet measure. 

But then, with the proposal to form a Govern- 
ment upon tliat principle — upon the very principle 
of my predecessor — came anew question : a ques- 
tion which at once involved the point of — ^whether 
I was to remain in* the situation whieh 1 then 
filled, disgraced in my own opinion, and discre- > 
dited in the eyes of my 'country, or whether I 
was to receive from the hands of my Sovereign, 
undiminished and unencumbered, thlit inheritaqce 
which a dreadful* misfortune (fof dr^dful*! may 
indeed call it) had (Placed al his disposal. Jiovr, 
what was it I proposed ? What was it* I had it 
in command to do, in the reconstruction pf the 
Government ? To form a ministry upon the prin- 
ciple of Lord LiyerpooPs Administration. That 

VOL. VI. P 
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the Government should even consist of the very 
same individuals, 1 am 'sure 1 bad every wish. 
But what was proposed to me ? That 1, having 
His Majesty’s commands to form a Government 
upon the very same principles as tliose of my 
lamented predecessor, should place at the head 
of that Government some peer who was known 
to entertain anti-catholic sentiments. Now what 
principle was it 1 was desired to sanction by the 
adoption of 'that course ? Why, I was desired to 
acknowledge in the face of the couiftry, that I, 
forming a Government upon the principle of Lord 
Liverpool's, that is, composed df persons divided 
in their opinions on the Catholic claims, was, from 
the very holding of opinions favourable to those 
claims, disqualified from being placed at the head 
of that Government. I will retire altogether, and 
for ever, from public life— will betake myself to 
the farthest boundary of the earth, and into per- 
petual banishment — 1 will resign any and every 
^hope of office— for 1 care nothing for office — hut 
I will not disgrace mys’ielf by consenting to sanc- 
tion a principle which must bring degradation as 
well upon myself as upon those who would 
become subject to such exclusion, on account 
of holding these opinions^ That principle. 
Sir; I repeat,' 1 will not at any time, as I 
would, not then, sanction. { would a thousand 
times rather quit office — Iwould rather . be pro- 
scribed and persecuted by all who are disposed 
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to proscribe and persecute for opinions, than live 
to be execrated {o all futurity, for having, in my 
person, fixed such a blot upon the cause of 
those who think that every man is free to hold 
opinions, although he might not be able to per- 
suade others to adopt them. 1 hope. Sir, I have 
now vindicated niysclf, to the sfttisfiiction of the 
House, from the charge of overw'cening ambition. 
1 throw myself upon this House and the country 
for a candid construction of my conduct. 

My first object was to quit office — my next to 
remain in it w'ith all my old colleagues, exactly 
upon the same terms as we had hitherto acted to- 
wards each other upon this very Catholic Question. 
It w'os for this that 1 have been arraigned, not, 
indeed, by my right honourable friend (Mr. Peel), 
who fairly stated his opinions to me, but by another 
honourable gentleman (Mr. JDaw^on), who, in the 
coarsest language, preferred against meas a charge 
— “ That the new; Govenfment which ha^ beeq 
formed, consists diiefly of Catholics,” (that is, of 
members friendly to the 'question of emancipa- 
tion) — as if there had been a breach of faith on 
my part in dealing with the late Cabinet, for qot 
having proposed, to my Sovereign a plan for a 
new Cabinet, that should hsfve embraced an^equal 
portion of the supporters of 'both si^s of that 
question. I did suggest, as the honourable gen- 
tleman (Mr. Dawson) vvjio makes the charge 
himself well knows, and did endeavour and in- 

p 2 
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tend to execute, such a plan of anew Administra' 
tion. But, Sir, that honourable gentleman equally 
well knows that when, upon the 12th of April 
last, I intended to propose to my Sovereign a 
plan of arrangement which 'should comprise all 
the members of Lord Livcrpoors Government, 
and embrace, therefore, an equality of Protestant 
and Catholic votes, circumstances occurred which 
prevented that intention from taking effect. And 
was it my feailt. Sir, that (by a sort of concert, I 
will not venture to say, but by a singulai coinci- 
dence, undoubtedly,) 1 either carried with me, or 
received in the closet of my Sovereign, excbmve 
of the resignation of my right honourable friend, 
of which I knew beforehand, six Protestant 
resignations. (I call them Protestant only in the 
jiarlance of this House.) Observe, Sir, the charge 
against me is, that I have .organized a Government 
all Catholic, as to its views upon that question, 
having promised to fdrm one (hat should be half 
and half ; and my honourable 'accuser sinks the 
indisputable fact, that 'the Protestant half of the 
Administration themselves withdrew. I think 
th,at' it is rather too hard to charge tjiat with- 
drawal upon their parts, as a breach of faith upon 

mine. 

• 

Mb. PEBB-hcre obscrv^, in a low tone, that the right 
honoui^ible gentleman did not stal/i the matter quite cor- 
leedy. Thete were not, ho was understood to say, so many 
resignations. 
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Mr. Canning. — My I right honourable friend 
is, 1 belieye, rigfit ; excUtske of his resignation, I 
think I had not received six* Protestant resigna> 
tions, when I was* with the King. One came 
after I Itad left His Majesty. 

Mr. Pkel iion.' (ibscrvud, diat one* uf them vos not an 
op]Xiiicnt to Catholic emancipation. 

Mr. Cawing. — I beg pardon of the House; 
there was one Catholic lord (Lord Mc\,villc) among 
the nuinber pf those who thus resigned ; and yet 
we arc now told these resignations grew out of 
the question uf Catholic emancipation. However, 
these six resignations came within twenty-four 
hours ; and 1 would now ask the House whether it is 
fair, after such an abandonment of place by these 
Protestant peers, to impeach me of a wilful non- 
execution of the orders of my Sovereign ? * But, 
Sir, the matter did not end ‘here*. It was about 
the middle of Thurii^ay — tlie day on whieh the 
House adjoumed-s^about two hours before the 
meeting of the House, apd after 1 had given 
directions to move a new writ for my return, that 
I received four of these resignations. Upon reeciv- 
ing them„’l said to my Sovereign, “ Here, Sire, 
is that which disables me. from executing the 
orders I have received from you, respecting the 

• The real order iu which the resignations were recfiv^ is 
stated in.a subsequent speech of Ms. Canning, in explanation of 
the chaniies in the administration. 
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formation of a new Administration. It is now 
open to your Majesty to adopt a new course, for 
no step has yet been taken, in the execution of 
those orders, that is irrevocable ; but 1 must fairly 
state to your Majesty, that if 1 am to go on in the 
position where you have been pleased Ko place 
me, my writ mifst be moved for to-day ; for if we 
wait until the holidays, without adopting any 
definitive steps, 1 see that it is quite hopeless fur 
me to attempt to persevere in the objects I have 
undertaken.” I need not repeat to the House 
the words in which my Sovereign graciously 
replied to this representation*; but 1 may state 
that he gave me his hand to kiss, and confirmed 
me in the office to which I had been named. 

These, then. Sir, are the steps which 1 realty 
liai’e taken ; these are the means by which I have 
been placed in, the station I at present fill. I 
have meddled not witli the conduct or the opinions 
,of any other man. 1 have already expressed my 
unequivocal approbation of the course pursued 
by my right honourable friend (Mr. Peel.) What 
have been the principles of conduct of others 
among my late colleagues, for the best ,of reasons 
and the wisest, i do not pretend to say,* for really 
I do not know them; That conduct I can only 
view by results, results which have been as- 
suredly most painful and I may truly say, to me 
as painful as, in almost every instance— ^(every 
instance I do not say, for I sedulously except' my 
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right honourable friend^ — they were unexpect^. 
Sir, I really knew not in what way I had sinned 
in the eyes of Iny late colleagues — those other of 
my late colleaguesi I should rather say — that they 
should decline acting with me. 1 had never offend- 
ed theip intentionally, nor did 1 know that 1 had 
ever excited among them unwittingly any feeling 
so hostile or personal to me, as to be at all likely 
to lead to this result. Between my right honour- 
able friend and myself, it is almost unnecessary 
for mQ to ^observe, that upon every subject, in 
every discussion 1 can call to mind, upon all 
great questions of foreign ' or domestic policy and 
legislation —this one unhappy question of Catholic 
emancipation excepted — there has been that sort 
of general agreement, that I do not believe there 
exists the individual with whom my opinions jire 
in more complete accordance ; and I do not think 
any greater calamity* coAld Ifavc befallen the ’ 
country than my right honourable friend’^ seces- 
sion from the Cabinet, not only as respects his 
ddministration of his office, the duties of which 
he had discharged with so much ability, and such 
signal advantagesT to the public, but in the general 
council^of the Government. We shall nevertheless, 

1 hope, though deprived ,at this moment of his 
aid in the Administration, have the benefit ofi it 
in his place, in the general share ofTbe legislative 
business of the kingdom as a member of^ Parlia- 
menl. But as to others of my late colleagues, I 
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am not prepared to expres^ an opinion on the pro- 
ceeding they have adopted, because of its motives 
I am not aware. So far, indeed, bs 1 had reason 
to know any thing of their dispositions in relation 
to myself— I speak now more particularly in re- 
ference to the line of foreign policy 1 hs^e pur- 
sued, as being that department of the Govern- 
ment with which 1 was more immediately con- 
nected — 1 understood tha^ my official conduct 
had received their approbation. Both in the 
Cabinet, anJ in the two Houses of Parliament, 
they expressed such favourable opinions; nor 
can I charge myself ^dth having, by any mea- 
sures of my own, produced intentionally any such 
change in those opinions as should have led to 
this unwillingness on their parts to continue to 
act with me. 1 am determined, however, to say 
nothing of the conduct of anybody, with whose 
motives 1 am unacquaihted*, and to abstain from 
animadversions, where .1 do not know them to 
have been really provoked. I h&ve resolved. Sir, 

therefore, to make no further observations at thib 

#• 

time, than might be necessary to accompany the 
facta \vbich 1 conceived requisite to bring before 

f 

the ''House, witli the view of explaining^, how I 
came into this situatipn, and ^how it is that my 
late colleagues are qo longer around me. 

There werb *lwo topics growing out of the 
speech of my right honourable friend, upon which 
he will allow me to makd one or two observations. 
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not, as 1 can most cord^lly assure him. ih any 
hostile or unpleasant feelpg ; but that I may set 
myself right upon points, touching which, he has 
laboured, 1 think, tmder some degree of misunder* 
standing. My right honourable friend says, how 
should 4t be possible that when 1— (and 1 trust. 
Sir, that the House will excuse me for the painful 
necessity which compels me to use this mono- 
syllable so often)-- that when I have been ad- 
vanced to the high situation in which I now 
stand, how, should it be possible that, without 
saying or doing any thing actively and expressly 
ter promote the siiccess of the Catholic Question, 
my existence, nevertheless, in that situation, and 
other contingent results, arising out of it, but for 
which 1 am not responsible, should not be a great 
moral advancement of that cause ? Sir, I cannot 
deny the truth of this proposition of my right 
honourable friend. 

I cannot, 1 frankly avow, deny the general 
truth of my right.1ionourablc friend's observation, 
and in the admission* of that identical fact, will* 
be found the obvious answer to the taunts of the 
honourable baronet opposite (Sir T. Lethbridge) 
at the support which the present Government ‘are 
now receiving froiQ the gentlemen of the opposi- 
tion. Why have these gentlemen supported me ? 
Because they saw, in the 'aspect ontlie present 
state of things, exhctly the same tendency*which 
my right honourable frienH has seen towards the 
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moral adrancement of tha^. great question ; namely, 
that without my official interference, indeed, with 
my present inaction, they behold a considerable 
prospect of improvement in a» question for which 
they feel with me a common interest. If so, it is 
a good reason why I should have their .^upport, 
and equally so fiir my right honourable friend to 
oppose me ; but it is a little too much for an ho- 
nourable member to say tliat the reason is good 

at one side and bad at the other; whilst both 

• • 

parties concur in anticipating the same result. 
If my right honourable friend is justified in re- 
signing, because with my passive existence 'in 
office the Catholic Question must thrive, surely 
the same reason holds good for my receiving the 
support of other gentlemen who contemplate, in 
the success of such a question, the tranquillity 
and consolidation of the empire. My right ho- 
nourable friend’s* defence of his own retreat must, 
therefore, be taken as .a complete and conclusive 
finswer to all the taunts which are levelled at the* 
'support held out to iqe from other quarters 'of 
the House ; that support, I feel confident, will be 
continued to me as long they rhspect and approve 
thh measures which 1 shall introduce ; afid, in the 
same relative feeling, and no other, I am per- 
suaded I shall have to receive the support, and 
encountei*TR'e opposition of my right honourable 
flriehd: * 

But, Sir, [ am asked-^* Is the Roman Gdtholic 
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Question, in point of ][act, with the new t^overn- 
ment, a Cabinet question?” 1 answer. No. It 
stands exactly. Sir, as it did in the year 1812, 
but in a part of the year 1812, which my right 
honourable friend has not exactly distinguished 
from another part of that year to which his 
speech referred. It is very tiresome to refer to 
books in discussions of this kind, and not being 
prepared to anticipate the necessity of consulting 
them on this occasion, 1 did not brjpg them down 
with me;, but in consequence of my right honour- 
able friend's speech, 1 have sent for them, and 1 
*can now recur, to them. My right honourable 
friend says, that in a debate which took place on 
the 21st of May, 1812, in assigning my reasons 
for not joining Lord Liverpool’s Government at 
that time, 1 stated, that my belief was, that, were 
I so to do, 1 shoul^ be coming into A Cabinet 
that would nullify my own opinions, or that 1 
used expressions to that* effect. He further sup- 
poses, thatuj, in 1812, notwithstanding the failure 
of Mr. Grattan’s 'motion, 1 immediately affer 
introduced and carried by alarge majority a motion 
to the same efi'ect, so now, ia 1827, notwith- 

i> « 

standing the failure of the motion of the honour- 
able member for Westminster (Sir F. BurdCtt), 
the situation of this question beigg “ prelty near- 
ly the same,” he sees nd reason for my*Tiot again 
pursuing the same ' course in this very session. 
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Bat, l^ir, the circumstances which existed in 
1812 are not pretty nearly the same** as those 
which exist at present. 

Did nothing, I will ask my*right honourable 
friend, intervene between the period of the failure 
of Mr. Grattaa*s motion and the 22nd of June, to 
cause the change to which he alludes? Was there 
no alteration in the condition of the Government, 
and consequently in the feeling of Parliament upon 
that subject /hiring this interval? Yes: for on 
the 17th of May, which was shortly, after the 
death of Mr. Perceval, Lord Liverpool came to 
me, to propose to me to become a member of the*' 
Administration. What passed on this subject. 
Gentlemen will be pleased to remember, was pub> 
lished, together with all the negociations dntered 
into'on that occasion, and having been so recorded, 
cannot Have been ^ since altered, to answer any 
temporary purpose. After one or two questions 
— I believe, indeed, after one prelipiinary question 
— I asked (the right honourable gentleman here 
read from the Annual Hegister of that year, 
apologising for the want of any better reference, 
by stating he was taken wholly by surprise) — 
*' Whether I was to consider the opinion and 
policy of the Government as remaining altogether 
unchanged, upop the*question relating to the laws 
affecting'the Roman Catholics ?” Lord Liverpool 
answered, ** that his own opinions upon this sub*- 
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ject remained unchanged : and that he was not 
aware that tho$e of his colleagues had undergone 
any alteration.” 

Ifow, here. Sir, 1 pause to ask what was the 
^.condition in which the Catholic Question stood 
^en ? At the period of the unrestricted Regency^ 
Mir. Perceval invited into his Yjovemment Lord 
Sidmouth and Lord Castlereagh ; and in the very 
first debate upon this question which took place 
in ^iiis House, after that junction,*Mr. Perceval 
and Cprd 'Castlereagh both declared themselves, 
in the course of the discussion, inimical to the 
agitation of ther question at that opportunity. 
Lord Castlereagh said, (the House will observe, 
that it was upon Mr. Grattan’s motion, in April, 
1812) “with respect to the vote I shall give to- 
night, my right honourable friend has^ clearly 
stated, that the Cabinet. intimates an opinion,, 
that the propriety of further concessions to the 
Catholics could mht now be agitated, nor any 
inquiry be gone’into at present, on the subject of 
the disabilities afiectin^ His Majesty’s Roman 
Catholic subjects in Ireland, with advantage to 
the empire, or a due regard to the welfare* o£ the 
commuhity at*large.” Why, *then. Sir, ‘the foot- 
ing upon which* the Cabinet thai stqod, in 
respect of the Catholic Question, wa^.one of gene- 
ral resistance to it, and in the Governme^ itself, 
there was a joint determination to act upon that 
principle. It was in. this state of things, that on 
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the 18th of May, 181S, I Refused to join in Lord 
Liverpool’s arrangements*, and I gave him my 
reasons for not doing so, which were involved in 
that determination on the part of the Administra- 
tion. But what happened in the* mean time,1 
between May the 18th, and June the 22ndi^ 
Why, that on Juhe the 10th, Lord Castlereagfr 
came down to this House, when 1 find that 
Mr. Spencer Stanliope rose to put a question to 
the noble lord*; — “ He wished to know if U^as 
intended, on the part of the present ^Ministers, 
that the same policy, in every res|)ect, shodld be 
observed by them, in reference to the Catholic 
Question, which had been observedby the Adminis- 
tration, under a late right honourable gentleman 
(Mr. Perceval) ?” l.ord Castlercagh said, “ that he 
felt some difficulty in answering the question of the 
honourable gentleman literally, the arrangements 
for the new Ministry not having been yet fully 
completed. But as to the sphit of the question, 
l}e thought he could be more satisfactory. He 
could say this, from his knowledge of those em- 
ployed in forming that Administration, tliat, gene- 
rally, their sentiments remained the same. Upon 
a former occasion; they had thought, inclusive 
even of those who wercYavourable to the measure, 
tliat the pc&S'^t was not the time for discussing 
that question, and in still thinking so, that recent 
decisions of Parliament formed a leading consjderr 
ation in influencing tlie adoption of that opinion. 
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The sense of Parliament having been, at least for 
the present, definitively pronounced, they thought 
that any immediate revived discussion would only 
create irritation, ^Yithout being productive of any 
thing useful. < He was aware, however, of the 
Rowing change in favour of those claims ; and, 
in submission to that change, ahd the real senti- 
ments of certain members of the Government, it 
had been resolved on, as a principle, that the dis- 
cuss!^ of this question should be loft free from 
all inteffer(Aice, on the part of the Government, 
and that every member of that Government should 
be left to the free and unbiassed suggestions of his 
own conscientious discretion.” 

Here, then, it is evident that a complete change 
had occurred between the Idth of May and the 
22d of June 1812, in the opinions of the Govern- 
ment. At the former 'period, the Cabinet were 
all united in resistance to the Catholic Question ; 
at the latter, it was'to be feit open and free to tlvc 
unbiassed discussion of all or any of the members 
of that Cabinet. 

Then, I contend. Sir, that between these two 
periods, ..of which my right honourable friend 
has spoken, the Cabinet itself was changed in 
its character, as regarded' this question. It was 
changed, by this question being upon that 
independent footipg, on which it has lemsuned 
during the many years that my right honourable 
friend aud myself have acted together. Did this 
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altered condition of circumstances effect no change 
in the condition of the Catholic Question ? As^ 
suredly it did ; and 1 well recollect its being 
hailed by Mr. Grattan, and many others who 
voted with him, as a most important accession 
to that cause : and the proof of the fact is, that 
my motion was chrried by a triumphant majority. 

Now, 1 think, I have sufficiently explained the 
difference which had arisen between the two 
periods in question, as to this important subject, 
and as to my views upon it. I have not the*vanity 
to believe (and I am sure I beg })ardon of the 
House for troubling it with these ])assages from 
the debates) that the speech to which my right 
honourable friend refers procured that result of 
which 1 have spoken. 

But to come to the present condition of that 
Question, 1 say again,, it remains in this Govern- 
ment, in the state it was truly described to 
bp in by Lord Castlcrcagh in 1^12 ; and precisely 
^ it has been since repeatedly described by 
myself; in short, as it ‘was described to be in 
182^, in a debate which took place in the month 
of jVIarch u])on the state of Ireland ; , and in 
the very last debate in the last session “of Par- 
liament, in the same year, upon Catholic eman- 
cipation. Qp-^hat occasion 1 used these words ; 

“ I lio^* myself as perfectly free as any other 
member of this House, .to pronounce an opinion 
upon this as a great national question, and as 
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such, to give it my ^support, reserving only 
to myself the jrigbt of «clccting the time when 
1 am to give that support, and the manner in 
which it is to be aAbrdcd, according to my judg- 
ment of the degree of success which is likely 
to attend such an exertion." These were the 
words 1 used then, and my opTnions are not in 
the slightest degree varied at tlie present mo- 
ment. Such was the footing upon which this 
question stood when 1 was the coMeaguc of my 
right honcAirable friend ; and such /.v the*footing 
on which it stands now. ].ct it be observed, 
therefore, by these with whom 1 have formerly 
acted, and from whose objections on this occasion 
I do not shrink, however the acknowledgment I 
have inaile may be attempted to be converted into 
matter of opposition, that, with those who form 
(he present Cabinet, and tjoinejof whom formed 
part of the la.st, the Catliolic Question now stands 
on the same grouiid as it stood on undtTr l.oT,d 
Liverpool's GoveVument ; — ^that is, it is a question 
which each member of’ the Government is at 
liberty, if he pleases, to bring forward in the 
Cabinet,, or to propound to Parliament; but if 
any member of .the Government shall so. bring it 
forward in either House of Parliament, he is bound 
distinctly to state that he docs* so in. his individual 
capacity only, and not as pledging his cdIf€Sgues 
to Ins own opinions on the subject. This, Sir, is 
the })osition of the Catholic Question now ; it is 

VOL. VI. Q 
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the same in whicli it was placcil in the year 1812; 
it is the same in which it has now gtood for hftoon 
years successively. That it should remain in this 
state is a fact which I know has been much ob- 
jected to by many ; but, if I consider the state of 
the country at large — the inclination of men's 
minds upon this 'matter in England as well as in 
Ireland — and the infinite diflieultics whicli sur- 
round the attempt at iirescnt to alter that state — 
in my judgvwent, and in my conscience T believe 
it to be the only footing upon which rt eai'i be at 
present left; unless the views of parti/uns are to 
be consulted, the accomplishincirt of whose wishes 
on the one liand, or whose attempt to stifle free 
and growing opinions on the other, would, in the 
result, lead to a convulsion, in one part i>r other, 
of'thc United Kingdom. Now, Sir, 1 am not 
prepared for conyulsion. in cither. I would nn* 
raise hopes which 1 do not sec any immediate 
ipcans of realising, lii making, this observation, 
1 am not speaking of the moral' accomplishment 
of those hopes, but of exciting expectations with- 
out having good grounds to anticipate their imme- 
diate’ or speedy fulfilment. I remember .too well, 
and but a short memory indeed .is required for 
that purpose, how muth has licen uttered in the 
way of conjiilaint in debates of this House upon 
the TTStholic Question, about things being said 
and done that had raised expectations in Ireland 
whicli ought not, it has been observed, to have 
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been e.\citc(l, unless th? autlioi'ilies from whom 
those acts and ideclarath)us emanated were pre- 
pared to follow them iij). 

Now, Sir, it is precisely because of my not 
being at present prepared to follow thciii up, that 
1 will not raise such expectations. Much and 
cordially as 1 agree with those wfio view the mea- 
sure itself of emancipation, as calculated to tran- 
quillize Ireland. I yet estimate very highly the 
degree of passive resistance to it, wirieh exists in 
this cuimtry*. 1 would not act against the heelings 
anv more, than I would against the interests of 
England. Ihit if/ looking to the character and 
extent of that resistance, I am asked whether I 
despair of the ultimate success of the question, 1 
answer, that I do not despair that the good sense 
of the English ]ieoplc, by candid discussion, and 
repented considei'ation uf it, will ultimately con- 
cede the (piostioii. 1 sa}', 1 think. Sir, the time 
will come, when wctl-meaning and conscientious, 
and even intelligent people, now among the most 
strenuous and most honest opponents of the 

great measure, wijl look back with a degree of 

■ 

surjirisc, .and almost incredulity, at the oppo- 
sition wKich they have, up to 'this, time,* jnani,- 
fested to it. But, though I think this, 1 aip not 
prepared to run counter, in tlie mron time, to 
English feeling. \ single week of peace Tn Eng- 
land, .is worth a much larger portion of time 
devoted to the accomplishment of a great, but 

Q 2 
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yet, partly, a theoretical,! good, in another portion 
of the empire. Though 1 thus confidently expect 
the dawn, 1 am by no means prepared to hasten 
it ; though 1 know the present darkness upon this 
subject — for darkness 1 must consider it — will be 
succeeded by a great illumination in the minds of 
men, 1 am disposed to watch patiently the pro- 
gress of that enlightenment. This result, 1 
heartily hope, but 1 will not endeavour to antici- 
pate it byjfny attempt to force the judgments of 
the community. 

I hope I have now. Sir, given to honourable 
gciitlcincn every satisfactory ' explanation upon 
tlie topics which have been this night referred to. 

So far as 1 am aware, 1 have kept nothing back ; 
but when I am taunted by questions such as that 
which some honourable gentlemen have put to 
me, whether I do not know that in the very jkhc- 
tralia of tlie royal breast there exist feelings re- 
pugnant to tlio Catholic clhims, I reply, that 1 
would venerate in that most illustrious individual, 
as I did in his royal father, the repugnant feel- 
ings which actuate him on this <iuestiou. 1 would 
hiirt no feelings, as 1 have already sajd, of that 
natur/e. But if *I am asked b)*^ that honourable 
gentleman, whether T think the Coronation Oath is 
any obstaclMn the way of concession on the part of 
thet^wn, 1 answer. No. No more did Lord Liver- 
pool — no more did my right honourable . friend 
himself (Mr. Peel) ; and if the time shall ever come 
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when it may be necessary to argue this question, 
I shall derive my best argument, fur the view I 
take of that point, from the opinions wliich have 
already been addressed to Parliament upon the 
subject by those great authorities. Let not, 
then, the people of England take up the notion, 
that, by the carrying of the Catholic Question, the 
peace of their country would be endangered. The 
time has ])asscd when those ])crnicious influences, 
which have been so much adverted to, could be 
any longer exercised by the Catholic Church, 
with any effect upon its peace or its welfare. 
But do the honourable gentlemen, who so much 
deprecate all discussion of this question, imagine 
that discussion can be avoided ? Du they suppose 
tliat if wb will not consider it, it is a question 
which will sleep ? Or do they believe, that if it 
.should sleep, it will be, awakened by any' other 
than a dreadful and deplorable emergency? No, 
Sir, we must look it* in the face. We must not 

• a 

turn from it. But, though I believe tliat it is a 
question which has 'gained strengtli from the 
change which has taken place in the Goverumeut 
— Ca change, Gud knows ! not of my seeking; but 
arising out of th§ King’s determination)— jthoiigh 
1 concur with those -who imagine that it is a cau^ 
which has acquired additional power— I would 
no^ force it by pressing it \ipon Parliainent’lSJw, 
any more than I dief when 1 formed, with my right 
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honourable friend near me, one of tlic (lovorniricnt 

1 

of Lord Liverpool. . , 

I am not conscious that I have omitted to reply 
to any of the matters which Save been sugfjested 
to me; but if I have, I shall be sincerely obliged 
to any querist who will remind me, be he who he 
may, of any such omissions. 

[ trust 1 have succeeded in showing that i am, 
where I have the honour to be, not by my own 
solicitation,«but by the pleasure of iny Sovereign. 
I hadi previously recommended the foriiMtion of 
an Administration, from which 1 should have been 
excluded. That plan was rejected by those whom 
it embraced, and another proposed in its stead, to 
which I could not have acceded, without, at the 
same time, recording my acknowledgriicut that 
the opinions of my jiast political life, upon one of 
the most important of all the questions which 1 
have ever been called on to consider, furnished a 
justihuble ground of exclusioq from the highest 
otKce in the Government. I will conclude, by 
repeating one or two remarks which 1 remember 
to have made to the House in 1822. 1 was then 

apjxJinted to a post, which 1 owed not to the fa- 
vour of His Majesty's Govermpent, but to the 
commands of His Majesty hinKclf : a post, fraught 
with wealthjjdistiiiction, and honour. From this 
poSrf ‘^as recalled im'mediately alter my nomipa- 
tion fo it, contrary to iny own feelings and wishes. 
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lo hold oflicc ill this countrv. I made the’ sacri- 

I 

ficc -(to a jioor man, be, it permitted me to say, 
no inditTcrent or trivial one), — without hesitation, 
and — so help me God — without any stipulations. 
But if. Sir, when that proposal to take office 
was made to me, it had been accompanied — 
(as in fairness it should havctbceu, if 1 was to 
be ousted on account of the opinions that have 
since been excepted against me) — with this 
sort of intimation from the JMini^)tprs who re- 
ealloii iim : — “ Though we call you V‘to the 
(lovernmcnt, because your services are necessary 
\o us, yet rcmeinbcr, that if, by any unlbrtunale 
chance, the highest situation in that (iovermuent 
should become vacant, and should in ail other 
respects be eligible, for a person holding your 
situation in Parliament and in the councils of*thc 
country— ivmcmber, that because you suppoit the 
('athoUc claims you are to waive all pretensions 
to it.’’ If their jn'oposul; I say, had been* accom- 
panied with suoh an intimation, I would, with tlic 
same disdain and indignation with which T have 
more recently rejected their offer to serve under o 

Protestant Premier (using the tei;pi Protestant in 
• • 
tlie familiar sense only in which we are a'ceus- 

tomed to use it in discussions of this kinci), IHlve 
rejected that proposal, containing, ns if would 
have done, a condition which I shouhf liwve re- 
garded as the ba^gc of my hclotism, and as the 
indcjiblc disgrace of my political cxistcucc. 
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The iDotioii an which the diecusnun arose was then 
i^grccd to, after which tlw House adjourned. 


CHANGE IN THE ADMINISTRATION. 
MAY 4fh, 1K27. 


General Gascotnk was pruccediii)!;, ])iirsuaiit to notice, 
announced in February last, to brin^ lurwanl ''his Ulotioii 
on the State of the S]iip|)in}r Interest — when 

Mil. Dawson, ns soon .as Mr. ('.inning cntcml the 
House, .said, that lie wished to ascertain from the right 
honourable gentleman, who liadjust taken his place, whether 
any .arrai^'nicnt had lxH.‘n inude, or w.as in miteiiiplation, 
fur filling up the oflices of Master of the jVIint, Judge Advo> 
iMitv, and Surveyor Gvncnil of Woods and Forests if 

Mu. Canvinc. “ Yes.” 

Mil. Dawson coin]il<aiiied of the want of coartes|y in the 
abrupt .and unsatisfactory reply of the right honourable gentle- 
man. He then aniui.advcrted severely on the coalition which 
had been entered into between' the right honourable gentle* 
man and the last Op])osition. Disagreeable os it might be to 
the right honourable gentleman to hear it, and disagreeable 
as it ms to liim to utter it, he must say that the rightihonoiir- 
abla gentleman bad not been very scrupulous as to the mean* 
by which his ambitious tpurse had been pursued. Then, at 
for thc^ther party— the late Qiiposition— if they aliandoned 
the Catholic Question only fiir one hour, they would do so 
for considerations which all th** country would understand. 
They would hare abandoned it after having damourud m- 
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ccssantly for it, at the very first moment iD^hcn valuable 
places were to be given awjiy, and when — if the report 
which be had hesra was the correct one — other valuable 
places were to be kepS open ready to reward and gratify 
them for their support. 

He had heard the right honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Canning) say on a former night, that he had received the 
resignations of six Ministers ** in the Xmg’s closet.” This 
was the statement of the right honourable gentleman, which 
it was impossible for him (Mr.- Dawson) to doubt. Now 
he had heard four of these Ministers state, ^t their resig- 
nations Ivid b^n sent to the right honourable gentleman in 
ample time for him to receive them at his pn)pcr place of 
address — ^the Foreign Office. If the letters, having l)een duly 
and in proper time received at the Foreign Office, were pur- 
posely dcLtycd in their delivery until they w-ere presented 
to the right honourable gentleman in the King's closet, the 
inference was obvious, that such a device was calculated to 
produce the impression uprm the Royal mind, that the 
noble jiersons resigning had entered into a low cabal, in 
onler to prevent their King from having tlic benefit of 
their serviees. 

The honourable irfeml>er cited the various instances iti 

s 

which Mr. Rrougfaam and IMr. Canning voteil on opposite 
sides, with a view of showing tlint there was not tliat coin- 
cidence in opinion lietivecn them on the affairs of the 
foreign and domestic policy of the country, which ,the 
Iionourahk and learned gentleman ^n a former, evening 
stated to he a justification of the coalitiofi between th^. 
The honourable member concluded by moving, ** That 
copies of the patents for the appointment to the^offioes of 
th6 Master of the Mir^tand of the Judge Advocate* should 
be laid on the tabic.” 

Mr. 'Brougham rose to second the motion, proJbrmA, 
which excited considerable laughter. The honourable and 
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tosiriied geiuloiiiaii iIkmi iinim'dud : “ jVIy successors, 

whom I see with pleasure on the opposite benches, have 
proved themselves in turn llie most ai)t learners, 1 will 
not Sciy of all the tricks and wi^es of faction, but at 
least of all the most extraordinary resources of faction 
I have ever yet seen framed, in that most respect- 
able school. Never in the course of my experience of 
ofipositioii, either as an amateur or as an artist, as a byc‘- 
standiT or as a pnictisiT in tny own person, have I witnessed 
any thin|; a])pixiaehing the dexterity of the involution of 
to-day. With matchless skill, not indeed in tlu* middle* 
liut in the exonliuin of a speech, of a subject ^of whicli 
several weeks' notice had l)een given by the gallant member 
for LiverpouU the hoiiournble gentleman has contrived .to 
interject a motion, not for the salve of annoying I [is 
Majesty’s IMinisters, but for the purpi»se of ereafing an 
inteix'alnry debate. Judging, tlieii, of its after jierformaiices 
from the hegimiiiig of the new op])osit!on- - he its c.ireer 
long us 1 might wish it, or short as they may desire it -it 
is ifuite “certain that a more vinleiit, a moiv unhesitating, a 
more uiise.rii|uilous ^)arty never was g<»lien togci her, than 
that wlficli broke gn)und lor the first time the night. Iiefore 
Inst. Now, before I come to wlint niuy be called the trifles 
and inciimbranees of tliesubject— before I come to the eptes- 
tionoii which, in the excess oYliis self-denial, the honoiirahle 
gi'iitleiiian said he would not address the House — before I 
conic *to my no answer to his no c|uestion, aiul rcjily to him 
ill much the same wi\y as he a}>pealed to me, 1 wish to say a 
ftrw words on flic more Jiiiiportunt^ matter with which he 
concliilled. 1 admire, the frankness and manliness of the 
lionoural^p gcnflonian, as inuch as the gallant general (Gas- 
coy ne^ or the honourable inemlKT vdio assists him witl^a 11 
accordant cheer. His frank proceeding is infinitely better 
than an ambiguous, half-avowed, and hulf-conccalcd resis- 
tance, biraiisc it at once discloses the foot which is meant 
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to carry the honoiirahle gentleman hack to office, and to 
kick the Catholics far froin puaiicipatioii.'" 

• * ♦ * 

“ lie has been butia week out of place, and he Ihids his 
situation not so agreeable as to make him wish to continue 
a month out of it, much less for lialf a year ; and liis pru- 
dent plan, therefore, is to urge t}ieo])en friends of the 
(.\'itholic Question to do tliat wliich* 1 verily in my con- 
seieiice believe, would be fatal to its siicei'ss. There arc 
times and seasons when it is jiroverbially awful to take a 
lesson from the enemy. Let me caution tI\jL\Cat holies, who, 
l(M> often for their own biniclit, have taken lessons from 
over zealous and indiscreet friends, against taking a second 
.lesson from their opponents, in addition to that of which I 
warned them a few* days ago. 'riie honourable gentleman 
may [iroiler his advice and tuition — he may give the (.-atlu^- 
lics all the benefit ofliis repeated and reiterated instruction, 
but they are stricken with nothing less than madness if 
they doubt now that to follow his recoin nieiidatioii \roiild 
be llic total ruin of their interests. I.ei the Catholics trust 
to the eHecls of discussion, of ’time, bf better lights break-' 
ing in from various cjiiarters, of their own forbearance, of 
their own alistinenVe* from offensive to])ics, and of their 
jvjectioii of the influence of suspicious advisers. Li't theiii 
conciliate those who are hostile from honest prejiiilicis, 
by respecting scruples, of the existence of which we have 
all hut authentic information from the luviourablcgc'nileinaii 
on the luaich o]i]X)site. Let them Jiopc all fmni forbear- 
ance, moderation, ayd a conciliatory deAieanoiir; let^rTem 
esc:licw the hasty councils of intemperate friehtls; but, 
above all, let them eschew thp wily councils of open and 
Civowed enemies, wl\p, for party piirpost^s, throw. over the 
naked delbriiiity of the most ■virulent factious feeling by far 
the thinnest disguise I ever yet Ixlield. Let them eschew 
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the advice of their open, avowed, manly, and honest 
eiieiiiics, ])ut when I call thojni lionest enemies, I must 
add one wonl, not in (|iiali{ication of a well-merited epithet, 
but in order not to let il be Kii])]X)sed J am admitting their 
consistency when I assert the honesty of my aiiti-Catholic 
adversaries. That I, belonging as it were to tiie present 
Government, devoted to liberal opinions, and the constant 
friend of the repeal ol all penal laws allecting men civilly 
for religion and conscience* sake — that 1, naturally impa^ 
tient to seize every occasion, at all risks, of furthering the 
great Catholic .c;ause, should not hesitate to involve the 
country \x\ something like c^mfiision and a tendency to a 
breach of the King's peace to obtain the object to which J 
am so zealously devoted, would not be deemed extraor-- 
dinary; but it is, inilml, strange, that those who liave 
hitherto Ixh'U always exclaiming, ^ for Gcxl's sake, do not 
stir this eternal <|iiestioii,’ should now be most eager in 
recommending its discussion/* 


Mil. Canxixc: :■ I rwc, Sin Jit present, only 
lo claim that priority of discussion lor tlie pro- 
position which is regularly * before tlic House, 
which pro|A'.ly belongs to that subject, and 
of which the honourable gentleman (Mr. Daw- 
son) has so irregularly and improperly •endea- 
voured to deprive it. The manner in which the 
honourable gentleman has introduced this dis- 
cussion is‘ most irreguhir and improper, and 
only so‘far fortunate, that this method of proceed- 
ing has a tendency to work its own cure by, the 
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disgust which it must necessarily create among all 
impartial people ; and honourable gentlemen oppo- 
site may find, that if their weakness should make 
them resort to mere annoyance, — our strength will 
bear them down. I’hc honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Dawson) is well aware that the jiriority of discussion 
this night belongs to a subjeet, the consideration of 
which involves some of the most important in- 
terests in the slate (the ship]nng interest) ; and that 
there arc now many members w'aitiug within these 
walls 'wild feel deeply interested, that the regular 
diseussion should come on. I can assure the 
honourable member (Mr. J)awson), that I feel no 
asperity or maliee against him fur any thing he 
may have insinuated respecting my conduct. I 
am too old a stager not to be able to bear his 
attack w'ithout resentment. I can easily bear his 
assault, afier having borne thr; assaults of those, 
benches, when filled by other persons of a quality 
which I am not likely soon again to encounter. , 1 
pan assure the' honourable member that none of 
these taunts will be able b> drive me from my reso- 
lution of mccting.his attacks when properly brought 
forward, or from disdaining them when brniight 
forward improperly. On one point the. honoiir> 
able gentleman has accused me of being mistaken, 
namely, the assertion which 1 made on a former 
evening rcspcctipg the resignations of my late 
colleagues. 1 had not . my papers with me at 
that tixnc, but with the leave of the House I will 
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again state to them from tl^osc jiapers the course 
in which those resignatioiis reached me. It was 
on the night of the 11th of A])ril that I received 
tlic resignation of Lord ^^'estmoreland — of the 
resignation of my right honourable friend (Mr. 
Peel), I was aware some tlays before. 1 received 
the resignation of liie Duke of Wellington on the 
r2th, at half-past ten, a.m. l.ord Bexley sent 
in his shortly after. With these three written 
resignations,’ tnid with the verbal resignation of 
iny right honourable friend (Air. Peel),'l whd. to 
St. .Faines’s. TIu' resignations ol‘ I.ord liildoii 
and Lord Batliurst arrived at the Foreign Otlice 
during my absence, and did not reaeli me until I 
was in the King’s closet. I will state further, 
that so far from antieijiating the immediate 
resignation of Lord Kldon, tlial His Majesty and 
mvself were under the, delusion that there were 
the. best reasons to expect, at least Ibr a time, the 
siy)port‘of his services iii the new arrangements. 
1 assure the House, on iny honour, this is the 
exact state of llic afl’air. But with respect to 
Lord Eldon, it is only bare ju.stice to his lord.ship 
to siiy, that his-conduct throughout this negocia- 
tion was^ that of a man of high honour, and per- 
fectly unexceptionable. ' As to the present motion 
of the honourable gentleman (Mr. Dawson}, for 
the ])roduction of the ])atent foi; the ap])()intincnt 
to certain offices, I know, not how the production 
of that patent, and the laying it on the table of 
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the House, ciin have tlie eflect of satisfvin" his 

V W 

anxiety, unless ;,t he, acconling to the old Cani- 
bridi^e prol)lcin, that the masts and ;riiiis of the 
ships being given, and <iividing by the men, yon 
may get at the name of the captain. [ hope the 
honunrtd)lo genth'inan may nu\v perceive that he 
cannut succeed in ])iilting me oiu «>r temper, and 
that the J louse \vill be now permitted to recur to 
the order of the dav. 

ft 

• ■ 

AIut '^I r- IVvl Sir 1*\ lliirilrtt Iiai! .swim II v acl- 
clivs.Mil lliv ill YiiuluMfiiin iif llii* prupricty iii' tlu-ir 

iv>|nrtivr cniidiirt, tjii* l'*irniiT in withdr.iivin^ JVi>ni ilis' 
pivsfiil Adinini'^tivilion, llu* lattrr in supiinrtin^ it. 

Sii! M. K N.\Ti'iiiirLi. nniinmlvirU'd st^viMrly iipun tin- 
i‘\tr.‘iordin‘&rv ciiviniiMiiiuv of* tiu* ri^rlit lioiUMn'.’ihli* £ri>ntli>. 
man (Mr. ('aiiniii^) at llu* lirad id’ His IMajrsty’s (inviTii- 
iiii'iU (Urliiiin^ In aii^wtT cjiirslioiis put to him irspirlin^ 
llir ])rinrip1(*s and forinalum of lii.s .;\(liniirisi ration, and 
K'avin^ tlu' liiiiiiMirabli* and luanu'd ^iMitU'inan (Mr. 
Ih'oii^liain), to aiJ.sivcr ipio.stions for liiin. 

Ain. (J.AVMXc; lIuMi rose, lUid said: — 1 hope 
that the J louse will ])erunl lue to say a very 
few words in niply lo the very didactic sp(?ech 
of the ho'iu.iiiralilc baronet who htis just (iivoured 
the House with Iris opinions, and in cxplaiTdr 
tion of my observation upon a former occa- 
siyii. The si) 0 cch of the lionourabh?' baronet 
relers principally to the reception which [ have 
ffiven to a «|iicstion addressed to me in the com- 
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mcnccment of this debate. 1 do not object to that 
question itself upon any ‘Considcrvlions connected 
with its object ; but 1 must take leave to say that 
1 have never known, in the wliulc of my parlia- 
mentary experience, those rules which courtesy 
points out, and w'hich convenience sanctions, to 
have been violated to so great a degree by any 
member of this House, as in tliat instance. Upon 
the uiiderstaiuling that the answer is to be a mere 
matter of /?nurtcs}', it somi^tinics does ha]>pcn 
that a member, without any previous v.otico, asks 
leave to put a brief question to the Minister, upon a 
subjectof pressing importance. S^iich [havc(s]icak- 
ing from my own recollection and experience'' al- 
ways understood to be the coumc ; but I never, 1 
repeat, recollect any instance of a (picstioh without 
no'iice being accompanied by a speech such as we 
have this night heard from .the honourable member 
opposite (Mr. Da\v.soii). This was my impression, 
wd 1 have since con.sulied others, who declare it to 
be theirs also, and pronounced to'be a correct one. 
That any honourable member, under the pretence 
of asking a question, should seize the opportu- 
nity bf introducing a motion, and that motion too 
thrust forward in the middle of another motion of 
great and paramount importance,— the business of 
the evening, — and 'the discussion upon which tlie 
House Was most anxiously awaiting, is, however, 

1 repeat, a circumstance altogether unprecedented 
in the annals of. Parliament. To that question 
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thus put to me, and under those cii'cnnistanees, 

I applied my absorvaliiAi, when I said the attempt 
was only calculated to excite disi^ust. There is 
%;Consc(pience, too, resulting from it which the 
honourable gentleman docs not I’orescc ; and that 
is, that no Minister, if such a course be, pursued, 
will feel himself bound to answVr questions at all, 
of which am])le and regular notice is not given.^ 
The honourable member made it a matter of com- 
plaint against me, and alleged it tVf a reason for 
his edndiitrt, that I was not in my place at the 
time lie expected, and when he wished his ques- 
tion to be answered. But did not the honourable 
gentleman recollect it was usual, in such c.ases, 
to have the courtesy to give some notice of a 
member's intention ? If he had given me 
the slightest intimation that he intended* to 
put any (piestion to. nu;, it., certainly would . 
have br«)Ught me down instunily to give a reply ; 
but, even then, . 2 might have felt not *a litlje 
surprised at the course pursued by the honourable 
member — si course so absurd and so inconvenient 
tlisit any one must see it coidd not for a moment be 
tolerated. I rejoice. Sir, however,* that the stand- 
ard of 'opposition is at length unfurled .in Bus 
House. Such aii'act is, to me, worth a thousand 
professions of qualified neutrality. In whatever 
roind the feeling of opposition lurk.s, let it eorau 
boldly forth, and boldly .will I meet it. , There’ 
have 'been one or two questions put to me — 1 trust 
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the ITouse will extend its indulq^cnce tome, while 
I briefly answer them. l*ani asked what 1 mean 
to do on the .subject ul' parliamentary reform? 
Why, 1 say — to oppose it — to oppose it to the 
end of my life in this House, as hitherto 1 have 
done. 1 am asked what I intend Ui do respectintr 
the repeal of the Test and Corporation Aets ? Aly 
answer is — to oppose it too. It has happened by 
some accident that the Test Act is one of the few 
subjects u|Haf which it has never yet been my lot 
to jironAimcc an o])iiiion fully in this House''; but 
I have an opinion upon it, and I <lo not hesitate 
to iloclare it. I think that tiny exertions of the 
Lejfislaturc ought to bo directed to ilu* redress of 
prtirlirti/ ami no/ llaurdicat gricvanci's. 1 think 
that any meddling with the Test Act — lif which 
the* alleged grievances are comparatively theo- 
n^tical — might tend to.prej.'.idice that great ques- 
tion, (the Catholic (jnestion) which is attended 
with real practical and pre.'feing grievances to 
those whom the present laws relating to it affect, 
and the success of whichl have most truly at heart. 
I will, therefore, opjiose tlie rejieal. f hope L have 
spoken out. F hope 1 have imule mysejf clearly 
understood. As to the charge brought ag^iinst me 
by ^the honourable bdronct (Sir E. Knatchbull), 
that the Government, when called upon to give 
an an§wcr upon the subject of its compo.sition and 
its policy, left the answer to tho.se who had no 
apparent interest in the question, or connection 
with it. Sir, I deny the charge. I say, without 
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hesitation, that the aecnsation is untrue, i. did 
not shrink froin the qiwstioii.* Tlie (|iicstion to 
wiiich the hunoura1)Ic‘ baronet adverted was not 
addressed to me. I never have shrunk — [ never 
will shrink — from explanation or defence, whether 
the ehariye preferred a;j:ainst me, be cmivcycd in 
the. avowed iu»stility of the opeh and manly foe, 
or in tile not less dangerous insinuation of the 
disavowed opponent. 

[.Vt'tiT some further i-<iiiVLT;4itii)ii, tlie ailjoiirnul.] 


ri COMM ITTKK. 

.M.\Y 7ili, 1 '’57. 


Mb. AfAiiKiM.v said, limt if Ik- inif'ht venturu to ask so 
iinieh of (lie rfi;lil honourable j^-ntleiiian (Air. Canning), or 
ratlier to llr•^■il to him as a su^j;eAtion, lie would nu'oinmend 
to him most stron^lv, t«i ^raii> a Cotimiittee, early in the 
next session of Parliaiiieiit, to incinii'e into the liiiaiieial 
situation of the eoimtiryf 

' Mii. Ca.nxixg. — Althwiigh it was certainly iny 
intention not to be provoked to take any part in 
this discii.ssion, urisin<r on extraneous matU;r.s, 1 
am yet, ,tfot provoked indeed, but inditeed. .Sjrl by 

* Th*.-i|UO.slifiii liun: '.yiwrtci) to wiis uiirc'tiHiiii^ iiptm Sir r.TJnr- 
cltrtl and other members of ihe late uppusitimi, to explain aAil ftistify 
llie grounds Iff ihf.'ir coalition willi iUr.Caimiii'^, fu wl^'irii ilieywen; 
fip|msed on many iiiiporVmt puints. 'I he inisappn'iiciisifyi of Sir 
l*j. Kii'^ri'libiill arose fn.tiii sii[iposiii' 4 C Mr. < 'niiniii.:; wa.'? calloji upon 1o 
cxplaimand jnsiify his coalition \i'ilh tin-in. — M ditok. 

r2 
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the sjieech of the honourable nioinbcr for Abing- 
don, tp address a fctvv wiK'ds to the House, on the 
subject to which he Ims culled my atteulioii. I 
am pleased also with the opportunity of answering 
the honourable member who spoke last, and of 
answering him on what he is courteously jilcased 
to say, — he does not put to me as a question, 
but as a recoinmendation only, and, in respect to 
which, the House, I think, may probably be glad 
to hear mc“.>(ale my jireseut intentions. Now, 
Sir, it is undoubtedly my intention to ])io])()se, 
early in the nc.vt session of I*arlianient, a ('oni- 
niittoe of Vinance, similar to those comniittces 
which were appointiul three several times in IVlr. 
Pitt’s administration; after him, in 1S07, during 
Mr. Perceval’s government ; and again, in 1 807, on 
the motion of Lord Bexley. It is my intention to 
propo.se such a cofmiiittee.and to submit to its con- 
sideration the whole .state of our revenue. 1 ought 
in justice to add, that "it was* fully the intention, 
during the last session of Parliament, of iny right 
honourable, now my noble friend (Lord Croderich) 
to lay before this House such a proposition, and 
that intention would have been executed, had not 
public jevents taken so extraordinary a cdiirsc, as 
to him at that tihic from ’'his purpose ; and 
had not the state c>f the country been subsequently 
such ^ to preclude any immediate expectation .of 
bringing such a measure to a successful issup. 1 
am the rather glad that the measure was » post- 
poned.. because, without desiring by this state- 
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meiit iiii properly to raise the liopos of the 
country, I do ftK‘l Justified in saying, that its con- 
dition is gradually^ slowly, hut ])i*rceptil)ly im- 
proving. Under those eircniustances, whatever 
may be the ultimate dis])osition of this House 
after wc have looked our tinancial situation fully 
in the face, and after this ciimniittec shall have 
brought its labours fully to a close, T shall best 
discharge my duty, and best consult the interests 
of the country, by avoiding, this year,* all resort to 
extraordinary ineasures, and by shunnin;' every 
tjiing which would ])roinote agitation or excite 
speculation of an>' kind in the community. [The 
right honourable gentleman ooneluded by giving 
notice, that early on a future evening, he would 
bring forward the lJudget for this year.] 


CHANCiE IN T!IE .MWIINISTUATION. 
. MAY lltli, 


SiK T. I.KTiinnii)(;K this tlay wiihilrew ihr aoiici* 
whii'li lut had given of liis intention of opjiosiiig the 
plios; anil jn tlic coiirsi' of soinc observations u|Min_ jhe 
change in t\ihiiiiiistrat ion, tiaik oecasion to usk jVIr. (‘ali- 
ning v’hat was liis iiih'iition re‘>)>cetiiig the tilling iii* ot* 
rerluin situations in the Ciovorninciit ? and whetlieV, ])rc- 
vioiisly to his having received the King's coniniayds to form 
a Ministry, he had entered into iie(nx*inti(>n.s witl> the VVliigs? 

j ... , 

Mil! CAN.Ntxn spoke to the following effect: 
— It is not my intention, Sir, on this occasion to 
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detain the House many minutes; but us the honour- 
uble baroiicJl rose ])rofessedly to put two questions 
to me relative to the state and I'oriuutiou of the 
Administration — thougli his ardour carried him, in 
so doing, into a wider range of topics than I dan; 
say he originally contemplated — and as the honour- 
able baronet had the usual (?((urtesy to acquaint 
me beforehand that he had these iiuestioiis to ask, 
I shall certainly answer them in a ditferent tone 
from that t\'inch L adopted in replying to th«>se 
which were put to me in a hostile manner, aiwl with- 
out any ])revious notice. I wish to inake this dis- 
tinction clear, because 1 am anS:ious to have that 
conduct of mine, to which the honourable baro- 
net refers on a former night, thoroughly under- 
stood. before, howcA'cr, 1 proceed to answer 
his questions, let me give him one caution. The 
honourable ban)tiet’s«spceeh, .so far from being 
conliaed to asking a que.stion or two, was rather 
like a speech intended to lay'tln' basis and foun- 
dation of a wide debate. I.f it be a part ol' his 
tactics to draw' me into a speech in reply to liis 
questions, in oriJer that I may be precluded from 
again taking jlart in the debate, and vindicating 
iuyselft 'from .any animadversions that "may be 
made, iiimn me, I tell him, that in what I am 
now about to say, I shjill not consider that I have 
exhausted the privilege of .the House. The 
amount of the two grains of questions hxldcii 
in the honourable baronet’s bushel of dedlania- 
tiou seems to be this : — 4n the first place, he asks 
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substuuliuily wliat is tiu; cruiulitioii of tlio 
iiwnt, purticiiVirly witK tlic view to the hlliiig up 
ol‘ (;crtai)t situations? My answer to this (piestion 
siiall he plain, and 1 hope conrleons, l)nt 1 am 
afraid not satisfaelory to the hononraitlo haro- 
iiet. The same (piestion has heen put tliis 
evening to my right hononra1.*le friend (.Mr. S. 
Honrne), and his answer liaving lu'en unsatis- 
factory to tin' (pierist hy whom it was ]iro|)onndod, 
and notice having heen given hy ;p) honoiirahle 
genth.‘intAi (.Mr. Meaumont) of a formal diseassion 
upon tliis very point, lu'ither now, nor on any 
future day, until that motion is brought forward, 
will I utter one word upon the snhjoel. 'I'iiut 

has, in 'a plain and manly way, deelanai - and I 
thank him for it — his determination to put ai? end 
to the di-^gusting mode — I use the word udvi.sedly 
- -the disgusting mode, I repeat, in which great 
(pie.stions are, pi^ht after night, brongl.t hefori? 
this House. 'I thank the honourable gentleman 
l(>r the op])ortniiity'he will atford tiovernment to 
explain ibsclf, and for that debate I will r(!.ser\'e all , 
J have to say. i\ either courtesy, nor tanirts shall 
e.Ntoi'Hruin incone single sylla.ble till that prdmised 
motion conies forth. 'I'he sccumlTciuestiun, A'liibh 
is mneh the more important oius is to thi.s ehect : 

, — “ Did any negociatibn exist between those 
honourable luciuber.:.^ by whose .sn|>|>ort i* am ho- 
noured, and myself, for thr-ir coming into' office at, 

* The Into ()|)|iH>iti(»Li 
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durhi", or about the4imc of the di.«so1ution of the 
structure of the old Gjivefument Though the 
honourable baronet has so strong an aversion 
to nionos 3 ' 11 ablcs— though “ Yes” ofleuded him 
the other day, I hope, he will now take “ No” as 
a satisfactory and inoftensive answer. I should 
not do justice to others, however, if I omitted to 
say that 1 did know tliat in the event of niy being 
placed at the head of the Government, I should 
have an accqs^ion of strength, not by the general 
admissiqu of a great ]>arty to office, bitt b^ the 
disinterested support of some individuals of that 
jiart)'. On their part, it was diroetly eontrary to 
a bargain for ofHoc. I reeeived, unsought, a 
communication which assured me that there were 
some individuals, few iti number, but very im- 
portant by their w'eight and character, who were 
disposed 'to render me eordial, but expressly dis- 
interested support. I should do them an act of 
uiipardouable injustice if 1 co’iepaled the fact, 
that when I was driven to straits iii'the formation 
of a Government, and when the cpicstion arose 
as to their introduction to ofBcc, it originated with 
me, and not with thi m. 1 have answered this 
question plainly, and 1 hope satisfactorily. • 

Thhre was onh observation made by the ho- 
nourable baronet, on which 1 cannot refrain from 
making a passing comment. The honourable baro- , 
net seems to think it most^extraordinary that any 
])erson should support a Government of which 1 
am at the head, who agrees with me only as to the 
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Catholic Question, aud diifors with nie as to T^r- 
lianieiitary Ucfifviii. in another part of his speech 
he had the goodness to say, that for twenty 
3 'ears, during whicli he had observed my public 
conduct, he had looked upon me with respect, 
and he said also with contidence. A' ow, 1 ditfer 
from the honourable liaronet on both these sub- 
jects; and if he will look back to a particular 
night in the year l!^22, w'hich 1 well remember, 
Avheii 1 brought forward my motion fop the relief 
of the KVnnitn Catholic Peers, the honourable* baro- 
net will find liis present principle contradicted 
by his former practice. On that occasion, he 
cautioned the House nut to be led away by my 
powers of persuasion, to any agreement with me, 
for that he himself had unwarily Ixicn led away to 
vote against parliamentary ref(jrm, of which he was 
the advocate, by a spec(;ji of miiiq a few evenings 
previously. Yet this was the honourable gentle- 
man who, in the casb of parts for this night) was , 
selected to cx])ress his sur]>risc that 1 could act 
w'ith any persons, or they with me, when they 
differed from me as to those questions. T take 
not the snmllest offence, however, at any tiling 
said by tlrat honourable gentleman. I me(,*t his 
courtesy with an eq\ial degree of courtesy on my 
part. 1 am bound to give answers to those ques- 
tions only which relate immediately to thc*conduct 
of the Government to which I belong ; but l^shall 
always, be ready, when they may think fit to 
attack us, to meet either the honourable baronet 
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or Ills friend. [Mr. Beaumont, to whom this teriu 

I 

was applied, signified Iiis disapprobation of it.'j 
1 beg pardon, really, if 1 have given offence, but 
I meant none ; I called them friends, bceause they 
arc aiming at a similar purpose. I repeat, as my 
attention is again called to the honourable gen- 
tleman (Mr. Beaumont), that 1 thank him for the 
opportunity he has promised me of e\])laining 
fully and completely the high subjects of politiiral 
interest to* which he has referred, instead of 
wastii!!g their importance in daily driblets of dis- 
cussion, which can have no useful result or satis- 
factory termination. ** 

After suniu fiirtlier tliscnssion cm llie latu clicuiges, tlio 
House ptucmled to the Order of the Day. 
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.. JU.NIi Isi, 
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« 

Mh. IIifMK iiiuvcil I'orkavoio bring in a bill lo ivjK-.il 
the Ni'WspajHT Stani]) Duties’ Bill, ((>(> Guo. 3, c:. !).^ siili- 
jeetigg curtain publications to thu ilutius of stamps on 
newspapers. ('I'lie object and tbc policy of, this bill will 
be found elocpiciuly dutnilcfcl in Mr. Canning’s^ spuudi on 
thcNewspapur Siam]) Dulius’ Bill' in the tifth volume of 
the j/rcsciU co11ik*Uoii.) 

The Attoknky-Gkkkiial (SirJ. Scarlett) opposed the 
motion. « 

I * • 

Mit. Canning then rose, and spoke 'to the 
Ibllowing cftect:— Although iny IionourablG and 
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learned friend (ihe Altonicy-Cleneral) has already, 

1 buliovo, dispd^fd of the C|UOstion, and althouj^h 
he has lefl me bu^ little to say upon the subject, 
yet. Sir, us 1 am anxious to state the grounds upon 
which it is inv intention to resist the motion of the 
honourable member for Aberdeen (iNIr. lluine), 1 
will trouble the House with a few words. Jf, Sir, 
it be a binding rule that every member who has op- 
])Osed any particular im^asure in its progress through 
this House, is bound to continue Ihift. ’opposition, 
and to support the repeal of that measure' after it 
Jias juisscd into a law, the inevitabli*. consequenec 
must be, as the Ifonourable gentleman concludes, 
that a partial change in the Administration ought 
to produce a ])artial change in measures, and that 
a total cliange in the Administration ought to ^>ro> 
dnee a total change in measures, and that all pre- 
ceding statutes should 'be swept laway. 13ut, Sir, 
the a]i])lication of the honourable gentleman's (Mr. 
Hume) argument A> my honourable and learned 
friend, in his capacity as a nuunber of this House, 
is about as reasonable as another argument, which 
might be applied to him in a capacity in which he 
surpasses all other men, — in that bf an advoputc. 
The argument is, that when ^ou. have 'once. en; 
gaged to exert your reasoning powers in clpfend- 
ing a particular cause, although the jur^ may have 
decided against you, and although the judge may 
havo declared his conviction of the correctness of 
thcifverdict, and although the country may have 
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rcpeak'd and ratified the decree, I will, neverthe- 
less, bind you down to- the seufiincnts which, 
upon that occasion, you have professed ; 1 will 
hold you to your opening speech, and call u])on 
you to repeat the o])inions, which, in the discus- 
sion of the subject, you delivered, for the purpose 
of producing a particular decision. With respect 
to the Act which we arc now called upon to repeal, 
1 will say. Sir, that if our experience of it is to go 
for nothing-*-<if its fixedness as a statute is to go 
for notliiug — if the accjuiescence of (he 'whole 
country, from one end to the other, in its jiistnes.s 
and expediency, is to go for nothing — if the obli- 
vion of the whole country, the utter oblivion of 
the circumstances under which it was passed, is 
to go for nothing — 1 can at once |)crceivc and 
acknowledge the expediency and the necessity 
, of repealing that Act; Jjut.if not, Sir, 1 conceive 
that nothing can be more preposterous than the 
dpsire 'that we should' go bat:k} and call fur its 
repeal, because it was vcheiucntly opposed at its 
enactment. Jf, Sir, the operation of this Act had 
been found oppressive, or inconvenient to the 
pubjic ; if it had disappointed the just liopes re- 
^^tingjt that were entertained ; or if, id curing 
evils of one description, it had'produced evils of 
another description, and of greater magnitude, 1 
should^at once perceive the necessity for cuinplyr 
‘ing with the desire which has been expressed ; 
but, under the existing circumstances, 1 cannot 
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but see tliat it is impossible. And now. Sir, ilfter 
what has fallen i'rom me with respect to the repeal- 
ing' of this Act, do 1 mean to sav, that because 
certain acts arc in our statute book, they are also 
to be immortal ; no. Sir — but what 1 mean to say 
is, that the (picstiun of rc|)eai must stand simply 
upon its own grounds, without* reference to the 
opposition which the measure may have originally 
encountered, or to its success. 

The question now before us. Sir, is .not what the 
nature* oi* what the quality, or what the»degree 
of opposition to tlie passing of the measure may 
have been, but wliether there be in the law itself 
any thing positively noxious — whether there be 
in its operation any thing so absolutely mis- 
chievous* and intolerably inconvenient, as to make 
it imperative upon Parliament, at this precise 
moment, to decide upon its repeal. In fdvour of 
this proceeding, it has been argued, that because 
there existed a system of* laws, some of which 
were perishable, those that were perishable 
ought to communicate th'eir mortajity to the rest. 
Now, Sir, really this argument is so extraordinary, 
and so inaccessible to my judgment, that I know 
not how* to deal with it. If, Siir, all these laws 
had been made together, and if one of them had' 
been afterwards repealed, and we were then 
called upon to repeal all those that remfhined, the 
case yrould be widely different. But, Sir, m the * 
])reseat instance. Parliament judged, after mature 
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deliberation, and after hearing arguments upon 
every side, that some of tiicse Acte should be per- 
petual, while others, which had been rendered 
necessary merely by circumstances of a tempo- 
rar}' nature, ought to expire with those circum- 
stances from which they had derived their l;;rch. 
With respect to V;hose intended to be permanent. 
Parliament anticipated that dihiculties might 
continue to exist, or might, after an interval, 
arise again^ «ind, therefore, to avoid the necessity 
of again framing such, wore anxious" tlnlt they 
should remain upon the statute book ; and, Sir, 
I will now ask the flunse, is 4here any thing so 
outrageously objectionable in this Jaw at least ! 
Arc we loudly called ui»on by the voice of the 
country to repeal it? Why, Sir, the voice of the 
coimtry never was so silent. If you wanted to 
obtain t!he populjir opiniott, upon the subject, you 
would be obliged to travel from one end of the 
gountfy to the other \ and tlclj. the people that 
such a law exists. And 1 will’ say, Sir, that a 
more wanton attempt at unnecessary excitement 
is not to be found in the whole history of [)arlia- 
miyitary procoedings. 

I shall now say « few words with rcspcttt to the 
liberty of the press, arftl the effect which this law 
is supposed to exercise upon it; and I will ask. Sir, 
if a foreigner who had, lor the Apt time, placed his 
foot upon this soil — or uyen if an Englishman, who 
had been for (we will say), ten years absent from 
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]iome, was called upon to state what he considered 
to be the ]'cculiar gricvancie under which we labour, 
would he answer, ‘‘ Why nothing now is printed, 
nothing is said of any body by the press — ^therc is 
a total stagnation of satirical jokes, of sarcasm 
aniT'-'ftUiiider ; there, is lu) freedom of opinion ; 
every body abstains from animhilversions upon 
private eharacter — every thing is sleeping or 
(load. The press is bn^ken np — ‘ it's oeeupa- 
1 ion's gone;* there is no such thing now' as typo 
and pajVrf' — Now, Sir, 1 will just beg of yon 
m Consider for a moment, w'hat is the great 
grievauee of which the honourable gentleman 
(IVlr. Hume) complains; and what is the end and 
object of the measure he proposes ; and we will 
then sec iiow the vacmiin, which he laments so 
dcc|)ly, can be supplied. With this view. Sir, let 
us observe, what description of publications it is 
that this law is ealculated to prevent. In the 

lirst place, they imast be ’ blasphemous. Well.^ 

% 

let us have blasphemous publications by all 
means. In the second pliiec, they cannot exceed 
two sheets. Let us, then, have two-sheeted 
blasphemous publications. In the next j/lape, 
the author must value the produce of his .brains 
under six-pence. ‘Well, J^ir, then let us^have 
blasphemous, two-sheeted, under-sixpenny, pub- 
lications. The honourable gentleman o]7poscs the 
prevention of them upon. general principles; he 
deelaiics that prevention to be productive of a 
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great defect ; and to supply this great, and me- 
lanclioly, and deplorable defect, die calls upon all 
parties — upon those who had opposed, and upon 
those who had su|)purtcd the measure which 
he deprecates — to lay their hands to the hal- 
lowed work of restoring to the eye of day-iilbse 
blasphemous, fwo-sheeted, vilc-|)riccd publica- 
tions. 

These arc the essential qualities required to 
bring a publication within the meaning of the 
Act — fliainely, blasphemy, the si'/c of*twd sheets, 
and the value of less than six-pence. I'hese are 
the three objects which the vXet is intended to 
repress, and by whicli the honourable member’is 
of opinion that the general liberty of the ])rcss has 
been extinguished. To be sure, blasphemy is of 
a 'most volatile, changeable essence ; but if any 
man wished to, lay his band upon that which 
restrained it, and was desirous to restore the free- 
,dom of the press, thtf object was not diflicult to 
attain. 1 believe, Sir, I can inforin the honour- 
able member that there is a short course of pro- 
ceeding. Let any gentleman, who is blas- 
pl)eihously disposed, and who has a stock of 
blasphemy upon 'hands that he is anxioVis to dis- 
pose of — let him to die two sheets add a third — 
let him, instead of an interval of twenty-six days 
between ‘publication, take eigbf-eed-tweuty days 
— let him screw his courage to the sticking 
place,’' and instead of sixpence, charge sixpence- 
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lialfpenny, and he will evade the law. In fact. 
Sir, the only j^rsons who w'ould derive any, the 
lea.st benctit from the repeal of thi.s law, -would 
he tho.se who, with a disposition to blaspheme, 
were yet either to«) modest to think of ]>ublishing 
TStiJw^than a second .sheet, or jio.'s.scssed too 
tender a regard for the pockets* of the public, to 
venture upon, adding the additional halfpennj', 
wliich would free them from the ])rohibitiou under 
which they arc restrained. For n:A-^elf, Sir, I 
must "saj^ that notwith.stunding what ha.s fallen 
from the lumourable gentleman o]>posite, 1 do 
not consitler the grievance to be one of first- 
rutc magnitude, imr one under the infliction of 
which the ])cople of England are made ft) writhe 
at present. I <lo not think. Sir, that there is at 
this nionieiit that great tleficicucy of gross alfu.se 
and unlicensed vitupcijition, wlijch would render 
it nccc.ssary for us to open a new sluice, by the 
repeal of this Aetn 1 s;ty I do not think this 
necc-ssarv, but at tlm same time, I w'ill also 
declare my conviction, that there never wa.s a 
period at which really useful information was cir- 
culated at .so cheap a rate, or at which, by ^onsc- 
fjueiicc,’ it Avas so widely diffused amtmgst thc^ 
lowest classes in society. This, Sir, 1 consalcr the 
peculiar characteristic of these times, and in 
this I conceive they differ Irom tlK)So iirwhich the 
Act >vas passed. .By thi:j Act ail the advantages' 
that can result from a freedom of publication arc 
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left \intouchcd, while it is purged from its gross 
impurities ; and, Sir. highly valuing, as I do, the 
press, as the source of wholesome information, and 
of useful and salutary knowledge, I shall conclude 
by expressing my hope and trust, that the House 
will never consent to poison the healthful sti'C-fiLflci, 
by letting out a stream of vile pollution which has 
happily been dammed up. 

The House divided, 

• • 

For Mr. Iliiiiie’s inolioii 1 (| 

iVgiuiist it ISO 

Majority agiiivst it 110 


TllF lUJlXlFT. 
, JUKE 1st, ,1827. 


Mb. Canning moved the onler of the' dtiy for the House 
Ksolving itself into a Comniittei* of Ways and Means. 

The Si’KAKEB having left the Chair, at half-imst five, the 
Houset resolved itself into a committee. 


Mr. Canning then* addressed tlie committee 
(Sir Alexander Grant in the Chair) to the follow- 
ing e^ect:' — ^The task. Sir, which it is this day my 
duty tQ perform— difficult as it must be, under 
any circumstances, to a person who undertakes. 
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for the first time, to discharge it — is certainly not 
lightened by the consideration that this picture of 
our financial situation, \vhich I have to present to 
the committee, is nut one of unqualified pros* 
j^rily. Undoubtedly, Sir, a sombre complexion 
has i^-on thrown over the whol^; of that picture, 
by the dark spots which have settled on particular 
parts of it — and have in some quarters made a 
deeper impression, pcrha])s, than will be w'ar- 
rantod,^ eitjjer by the opinions of this committee, 
or of the most intelligent observers out of this 
Uousc; — for it is a consolation to me to find, that 
the nearer one ajiproachcs, and the more accu 
ratcly one looks into it, the more ground one sees 
to hope that that complexion has been, in the 
opinion of the public, exaggerated. If there nrc 
groumls upon which we must admit that tlicrc is 
much to lament, and much to repair, in our pre- 
sent condition, there are, nevertheless, grounds 
for anticipations jof its certain improvement. The' 
financial situation of the .country at this time, is 
assuredly one which requires to be looked at with 
a steady and scrutinizing eye ; but in proportion 
as that scrutiny is minute and accurate, I a'm 
happy to think thaj: w'u shall find in it the justi- 
fication of sanguine hopes, that the result will be 
ncitlicr distant nor disheartening. « 

With no other preikee. Sir, than this, (and 1 hope 
it will be taken, at least, as a proof of the sincerity 
with which I am disposed to deal on this subject 
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with the committee), I pr 9 ccc‘d to state, in the hi-st 
instance, w'hat was our precise financial situation 
at the end of the last year; — secondly, to combine 
and compare, as has been the habit of my noble 
friend, (Lord (loderich) my jircdeccssor in this 
office, that one year with several years prc' Jtiinfj; 
— and, lasjpy, to sujjgcst the pnn’ision to be made 
for the current year, and to state the j^rounds upon 
w'hich T feel myself authorised t«> look ll.tr\vard with 
undiminisfiM confidence to the future. 

• ^ t 

Now, Sir, in stating the first and second of 
these heads — namely, our situation at the end of 
the last financial year, and our situation at the end 
of the year, combining and comparing it with the 
three preceding years — 1 shall go upon d{ila, wliich 
every honourable gcntlcmau who has looked to 
those papers which have lately been laid upon 
the table of the House,* will be able at once to 
correct and verify. With rc.sj)fct to the third and 
•fourth points — namely, thc*prbv;ision to be made 
for the present year, and. the prospect for the 
future — I can only apjieal to the existence of 
those impressions of which I have already spoken, 
and to the dc'claration I ha\'e already .made as to 
the sinteritywith which I raep to deal' with the 
committee on those matters, to obtain from the 
committee their belief that it is not my intention 
either to keep back any thing which ought to-be 
brought forward, or to'carry them into any subject 
which it would be wrong to introduce, and,*finally, 
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to assure tlioin t}uit I shall ])ross upon thcilv no 
opinion Avhicli )( 'Jo not honestly and sincerely 
entertain myself. 

To begin, then, Sn\ with the first head to which 
1 projM»se t») call the committee's attention, namely, 
ii'ir'.fiiiaiieial situation of the eoiintry at the end of 
the year 1 S2n. At the end of tlm year In 2(), after 
balaneing the iiieonie and expenditure of that year, 
there I'emaiiK.'d an actual surplusof income towards 
the charge of the iSiiikiiig Fund of ,()()( ),000. 
The aniomit applicable by law to the Sinking 
Funil was, Imwever, lor that year, 

There was, there|,t>re. an appari'nt deficiency in 
this respect oi' f4,otM.M)n(). .1 say. Sir, “ an 

apparent delicieiu-y,” because from that deficit 
are to be dediteted two sums which go <‘on- 
siderably to reduce its amount. Tin* first , of 
titese sums is the agijregate of advances made 
from .the Kxcheipicr Fund’ under several Acts of 
l^irliament, either lj)r public works in (.rreat IJri- 
tain and Ireland, or for the ])urehiLsc of beneficial 
interests, which are not only likely, but certain, to 
make a more than adetpiate return to the public. 

Jt is ([uite obvious that sums laid out in this 
manner. >und for the repayment of which ' the 
claims of the revenue arc avuiiabl(?aud oidslraid-'- 
ing, are not items from which can fairly be in- 
ferred the character of (he cxpeuditiu-c of any 
particular year. 'This aggregate oi’ advtmces , 
arises, in part, on the balance of advances over 
repayments which took place in that year, to the 
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amivlnt of £1,200,000. The particulars of those 
advances are stated in ,a paper which has been 
laid before the House ; and I will, therclurc, spare 
the time of the committee, by*hot detaining them 
unnecessarily ujion the contents of a document to 
which every honourable gentleman has accjjv, 
and upon which he may immediately satis'iy' him- 
self. To this balance of advances over re]>ay- 
meuts, then, is to be added another sum, arising 
out of the circumstance, that in the course of 1820, 
there were other over-payments of thir kind ; or 
payments on account of cxpenccs not incurred in 
that year, but defrayed out of its income, amt 
which were made in auioiint to another£J ,200,000. 
The items of this amount also arc to be found in 
aimthcr paper, which has been laid upon tJic 
tabje. These two sums of £1,200,000 each, being 
deducted from the £4,500,000 that I ha\’e hofure 
stated as the deficiency of that year, upon the 
amount applicable by. law to the Sinking Fund, 
decrease the amount of such' deficiency to 
£2,100,000. . • 

Such, then. Sir, was the state of our finances 
at thft end of the last year ; but, before we take 
thaf us the measure of the financial ability, still 
miore, before A^e taka that as* the proof of the 
financial embarrassments of the country, it will 
be fit and proper for me to resort to that process 
.to wlfich, as I have before saicl, my noble pre- 
decessor constantly resorted — that of coinbming 
the particular year with the preceding years, of 
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taking an average u])on the whole, and of drying 
an inference frpm tliu aggregate amount of income 
and expenditure. Sir, it is now just four years 
since the Sinking’ Fund was laid on its present 
more simple basis. These four years, therefore, 
.:-.»()m naturally to form that period which it is 
I)ropcr'to combine, in order to arrive at a general 
result, or average, in the first instance. 

Now, taking these four years, 1823, 1824, 1825, 
and 1826, the results arc as follow: 

Thu t(4al income was £220,204,26 f, or, in round 
numbers, £230,000,000. 

* The expenditure of the same years, exclusive 
of the Sicking Fund, was £200,242,184, or say, 
in round numbers again, £210,000,000. 

The surplus of income, after providing for ad- 
vances, &c. for those four years, which remained 
towards the appropriation to be made to the 
Sinl^ing Fund, was £10,062,077 ; say as before, * 
£ 20 , 000 , 000 . 

The total aggregate income of the four ycaiTs 
therefore was something- less than £230,000,000, 
namely, £220,204,261. The total expenditure 
of the four years was somewhat less, than 
£210,OQO‘,000, namely, £200,242,184. The 'sur- 
plus remaining towards the Sinking Fuu<r, there- 
fore, was almost within a fraction of £20,000,000. 

• The amount of Sinking Fund, which >vas by law 
applicable to the National Debt, during the same, 
four years, was about £21,227,675; leaving an 
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appa^fiiit deficieucy, upon the whole of the four 
years, of iricome applicable to the discharge of the 
whole expenditure of the country (Sinking Fund 
included), of t‘l,20G,G88: but^; against this aj)- 
parent deficiency are to be placed, as 1 have 
before taken the liberty of pointiaig out, two siiiijl" ' 
appearing on the pccounts for those years.* For 
these — the amounts of advances made from the 
Excheciuer, under dilferent Acts of Parliament, 
either for loans or fur public works, or for benefi- 
eial purchases, and of which the publv* are in 
])us.scssion us available securities -these, as I 
contend, it would be unjust to consider as form- ' 
ing part of the expenditure of the particular year 
in which they occurred. The amount orcxcess of 
advances beyond repayment during the fotir years 
in question, was .f2,37 1 ,5n.s. From this amount 
deduct one milliuii and a quarter, or, to speak 
•more precisely, the excess of expen- 

diture in the same four. ycars,^including Sinking 
Ftiud; and there remains upon these four years, 
of real surjdus income, an aiiiount of .t‘l,10u,90t)j 
after defraying ail cxpcnces, and providing for the 
Sinking Fund for the same period as 1 have before 
mentioned. 1 come now to state what is, of 
«oursc, liiatter of cstimjate— thenneome and ex- 
penditure of the present year. 1827 — 

t 

Tlie estimated income of the country 
for tlie year 1827, is...*. 


£54,600,000 
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The estimated expenditure, exclusive 


of the Siukinjjf Fund, 51,764,000 

The Sinking Fund, applicable to the 
debt during the present year, 
amounts to 5,700,000 


Add tliis Sinking Fund to the expenditure, and 
tlie total deinand fur the expenditure of the ])re- 
sent year will be .t‘57,464,000, being more than 
the estimated income, (and, I am sqcry to say, 
considerably more than two millions). Before 1 
come to consider this amount of expenditure, 1 
wish to deal witkthc general subject in the w'ay 
1 have promised to the committee, and to give 
to the House a view of what will be the result of 
a comparison of the current year, with the whole 
of the four jircccdiiig years, su])po.siiig the whole 

of this estimate to be founded on tlatti as 'correct 

• » • 

as these on which the income and expenditure 
oi‘ such preceding ;ycars have been calculated.^ 
The income of the four years, severally ending on 
5th .Taunary, 1823, 1S24, 1825, and 1820, 1 have 
already stated at £230,000,000 ; but as, in adding 
the current year to this statement, i.t is necessary 
to do so Avithout taking any notice of Exchequer 
advances and rep-Ayments— '■as the advances and 
repayments for this year, of course, cannot, at 
present be looked to — 1 omit in this stai'enicut so 
much^ of the preceding year’s income as accrued 
firom repayments of advances, and so miicK of its 
expenditure as grew out of grants and loans. 
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lYic income of the four years just named, there- 
fore, exclusive of advances and repayments, 
amounted to £228,000,000. 

The estimated income of 1837, is £54,600,000. 

The total of the actual and estimated income of 
those last four years, and this current year, tpkcfl 
together, will be* £282,600,000. ^ 

The expenditure of the last four years, in like 
manner, exclusive of advances and repayments, 
was £205,(^07,000. 

Thn c.\penditurc of the present yearj exclusive 
of the Sinking Fund, is estimated at £51,810,000, 
making together, a total for .the five years di 
£257,477,000. 

The ditfcrcnce between the aggregate of in- 
come, for these five years, and the aggregate of 
expenditure, we may takp at £25,123,000, and 
sometliing more. 

The legal claim of the Sinking Fund, comes 
^next to be taken into consid^ralion. 

The Sinking Fund by law uihountcd, in the 
years 1823, 1824, 1 825,' and 18*26, to £2 1,227,763. 
I’hc same legal claim in the current year, is 
£5,700,000, making in the whole the sum of 
.t'26’,927,763, and comsequcutly leaviiig a defi- 
ciehey of income on .the five years, to meet the 
Sinttng Fund required by law, of £1,804,763. 

I beg ttie committee clearly to understand that 
this £1,804,763 is the deficiency for the five ^ears, 
and is* not to be confounded with the deficiency, 
under the same head, for the current year, and 
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which is to be provided for out of its owli re- 
sources. Wliy, then, ficforc I come to deal with 
the income and expenditure of the present year, 
more particularly, I would observe, that it a])- 
pears from this retrospective view of our finances, 
tha^ tlic total amount of deficiency of income, up 
to the end of the current year,*as combined with 
the results of the four preceding years, will be 
something under £2,000,Ut)0 ; — a deficiency, say, of 
1‘2,()()0,000, — arising on an cx]icnditiFc of nearly 
£300,f)()r»,0()(), spread over a iicriod of five years. 
Sir, I do not at all mean to say that, even at 
*such a deficiency, this House and this country 
shoidd feel satisfied ; but, 1 confess that it is a 
much smaller excess of expenditure over income 
than my'own apprehensions had been led to anti- 
cipate — much smaller, 1 think, than it has been 
occasion ally assumed to be by ^ those who have , 
devoted much of their attention to these matters ; 
and much less tiio^ it had been very generally 

9 

conceived to be. 

• _ • 

1 am, however, atvare it may be said, that there 
is a fallacy which ]>ervadcs the whole of this esti- 
mate, arising from that head of these acedupts, 
which is generally designated- by the jipme of 
dead-weight. 

T thus allude to it, with no intention of men- 
tioning it opprobrjously, but merely because it 
has become familiar to us all by that name. But * 
1 think. Sir, it is an entire mistake to consider that 
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operation, to whatever other objections it may bo 
liable on other accounts, *as in the smallest de- 
gree falsifying this estimate — and, J will toll the 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Iluine) who cheered 
me just now, why, [ am perlcclly ready to admit 
— and, indeed, the fact is perfectly notorioiis, amr*’ 
has long been coifccded — that that operation has 
had the effect of obscuring and complicating the 
])ublic accounts. From that veiy circumstance, 
perhaps, it I'as arisen, tliat this scheme has been 
made to bear more of blame than rcallV'boloiurs 
to it. Hut in this jiarticular ease, it has not oid}-^ 
not operated badly for the country, hut, i]i fact, ' 
has proved of great advantage to it. The con- 
tribution for the last four years, Ibr the Commis- 
sioners of Naval llalf-j)ay and Pcnsioiis, has 
amduuted to .t7,(500,00() ; but, gcutlomcu must 
. not forget that, when this plan was established, 
yearly taxes, to the amount »)f two ntilhons 
annually, were repealed; and before it is as- 
sumed, by any honourable mcml>cr, that the acbli- 
tion of this £7,(500, OOO produces an e.\aggeratc«l 
appearance of iucoinc--he ought, for his purpose, 
to Qohiparc the ])roduce of those contributions 
with wjiat would liavc been the produce of" the 
ta.xes I speak of, whidi were repealed only be- 
cause this system of contribution was imposed. 
The amount, I say, of the to.xcs repealed at the 
same time that this contribution was established, 
was something more than two millions per aiuium, 
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and during tlic same period in which the* dead 
weight contril$utiun has yielded to the income of 
tlic country, 17,r|j[)0,0(«), these taxes, if they had 
continued unrepealed, (which, by hypothesis, 
would liavc been the ease, inasmuch as the temp- 
tation ,to the House to sanction the scheme of 
that contribution was, the onal^ling it to arrive at 
the repeal of such taxes,) would have yielded 
about 10,000. So far, therefore, from the 
account of tin* public income being unfairly 
swcllcil by the dead w'cight, tl»at account shows 
, a total of .t0-40,oo0 loss than it would othcrw'ise 
liave amounted tt), by reason of the dead w'cight 
having been substituted for the taxes alluded to. 
All tliis^ of course, does not affect the merits of 
that selicnie in any other respect — it does not 
cure the scheme of the evils of that obsCurity* aud 
that complexity which, as 1 lyive stated, it in-, 
troduced into our accounts. IJiit, of the charge 
of inflaming ^h^ (lecounts of the income of the 
country, and of giving a false view of our affairs, 
that scheme is totally guiltless ; for I repeat, that 
if that scheme had never been established, the 
income of the country would liave appeared, on 
these accounts, £G4t),00() on tlie jiggrcga^c better 
than it actually does. This charge, or rattier the 
absence of this charge — that is to say, the con- 
tinuance of these taxes, if they had remained, 
instead of being repealed, and if the dead wcighl 
had* not been called to our aid — would have 
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reduced the general balance agjsiinst the country 
from £1,R00,000 to £l,20l),000. l^ut this. Sir, is 
not the opportunity at which ,1 shall enter into 
the merits and demerits of that scheme generally. 

I must frankly own that 1 myself was not fully cog- 
nizant of its merits or its demerits, until it became 
my duty to look mto these accounts ; and I am 
perfectly sure that a like ignorance, rir a like reck- 
lessness, upon that subject, prevails among those 
who have not directed their attention to it with 
equal afixicty. But we must not blind ourselves 
to tliis circumstance, that we have obtained from , 
it, during the last four years, 'very substantial 
advantages. And when we revert, as, ])orha|)s, we 
may, at no distant time, to an cxamin;itiou of 
this point — ^when we come to reconsider the ([ucs- 
tion'of this scheme, we shall find that if it is not 

I 

.one of plain sailing, it.is not one, which has not 
on each side compensating advantages and 'dis- 
advantages. A.csurcdly, we s!iah gain much, by 
simplifying the national accounts; — we shall gain 
more, perhaps, by the consciousness of meeting 
our difficulties, whatever they are, full in the 
face i .but we shall do that, by the necessity of 
taking up, in spm6 shape or other, a part of the 
burdei) which we laid' down when this scheme 
was resorted to, and from which burden we have 
been relieved during the last four years. 1 men-' 
iion this, without pledging myself to any specffic 
measure, that, on my own part, I may feel it n€ccs- 
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sary to bring forward ; but as imploring onl/that 
the House w'i11*not forget what they will have to 
do, if they shouU} return to that condition in 
wliich they were w'hcn this scheme was ori- 
ginated. 

1'hc committee will not hare failed to observe, 
that in all I liavc stated to tlicin, 1 have as- 
sumed, as a fixed point, the fact, if not the ex- 
pediency, of the expellee of the Sinking Fund 
— a fund which, by whatever name >you please 
to calf ft, whether Sinking Fund or Sinking 
Expenditure, is to have the effect of preserv- 
ing national faith* and national credit, and en- 
abling the country to meet the fluctuations of its 
revenue, and to meet also any unforeseen emer- 
gencies in which it may unawares be placed. 
The present year. Sir, affords examples t>f both 
these necessities; it aflbrd!$ the example of our 
re veil tie suddenly falling off, and it affords, too, an 
example of a particular foreign exigency coming, 

on us unawares. And here I would wish the 

• • 

House to consider what would be tlic situation of 
a country which would so exactly square its 
annual incqme with its estimated expenditure as 
to leave ifo room for these emergencies, nor any 
provision' (as every private g’cntleman is boui^d to , 
provide, by laying aside some part of his owi^^iu- 
come, for unforeseen casualties) to meet claims 
whicl)j. cannot be exactly anticipated. What 
shouldHbe the amount of the Sinking Fund, this 
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is not the time exactly to discuss ; but 1 confess it 
has never occurred to me, tliat h sum less than 
five millions, on an expenditu^p of more than fifty 
millions, is a proportion that, either by our own 
parliamentary experience, or looking to the ana- 
logies of private life, can with prudence^ be pro- 
vided. Here, again, I beg not to be considered 
as giving any decided opinion. 1 told the com- 
mittee, at the outset, that I would declare can- 
didly the consklerafhms whioli have impressed 
thciufJClvcs on my niind ; but this will be a ‘sub ject 
for discussion in the year to come, and upon 
which wo shall have had the benefit, not only of 
all the reflections of the intervening period, and 
the ex'])eriencc of current events, but shall look to 
the aid of the ])ropt)sed Finance Comniittce. 

'ForMic present year, then, the ([ueslion which 
arises on the sfeiteimyits ,l have submitted to the 
Committee -the (piestioii which they will hat e s])e- 
. cifically to coJisidcr,‘is, whether that deficiency, 
which I have alrcadv stated in rouiul numbers, 

•-I * * 

though it is now, and I think we have every pros- 
pect of further proof of this hereafter, considerably 
lea? than I have stated it at, whclhqr tliat defi- 
ciency «houhkbe*provided for by any exttaordinary 
mcqus, or whether, under the particular circum- 
stances of this year, it may not be the more expe- 
dient course to take a credit /jn the Consolidtvtcd 
Fun4, and leave it to.the year to come to,.deter- 
mine what it may be necessary to do, of « more 
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decisive and more extraordinary nature. This is, 
in other worfls:,*of course^ a proposal to add to the 
Jilxchcqucr liills now outstiuidin,!'. And the first 
question that arises on the su^rgestion of such a 
proposal is, whether the amount of tliose Bills 
now outstanding he such as will hear this hypo- 
thetical accuiniilution, or whether it l>e such as to 
render it dangerous to run the risk of going on to 
increase it. 'I’he price at which Exchequer Bills 
arc now selling, is equivalent to a premium of 
filly shlllTngs on every flOO ; that flOO producing 
three per cent, per uiniiini, and sucli heing the 
premium, upon this stateiiient at least there is no 
appearance of an overstocked or a Jahouriiig 

market. Then, Sir, as to the amount, the wliolc 

■ 

amount of Exchequer Bills now outstanding, is 
£23,S00,OO(). That amount would be iitCreased, 
supposing the whole of, the, sum„now ap])arent.ly 
deficient, to remain deficient at the end of the 
year — that is, .su|<^io;ting the* revenuo to go on only « 
at the rate at which it has during the four months 
last past — supposing all the indications, 1 will not 
say, Sir, of reviving prosperity, but of reviving 
activity in commerce, which wc hear-from all jiaris 
of the codiitry — .«u]>posing the iilfoiyiintinn on tjiis 
subject, wliich has been coiuinunicatcd to so ipany . 
honourable gentlemen to be quite crroneou,s-- 
supposing, then, al] the.se ]ireniises to he topilly 
fallacious — supposing, in fact, the very worst, tlie 
whole outstanding amount would be t'2ti,7O0,t)00 ; 
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but 1 think 1 may say, without even oflering any 
direct authority for the assertion, tliat it is impos- 
sible, from the various but conpurrent information 
which have reached so many honourable gentle- 
men from all parts of the country ; it is impos- 
sible to believe the two propositions I have sug- 
gested — I mean, Vhat the progress of the revenue 
will not be to be accelerated during the remainder 
of the year, bey«md the rate at which it has pro- 
ceeded (liii'hig the last four months ; and that tln^ 
deliciehcy in the public revenue will not be dimi- 
ni.shed by tJie accelerated ratio of’ improvement iii 
our eommcr<‘ial aflairs. i say,*it is impossible to 
believe these two propositions, without entirely 
disbelieving all these accounts from all parts of 
the country. Why, then, Sir. 1 may consider 
as the amountof outstanding bills at 
the current year. S.uppwse I were to rely on 
that rc.soiircc for squaring our accounts tit the 
•end of the year, L think T ai/i nt>t too sanguine in 
taking that as the totalamount. Now, .t'2i),()()0,0}K) 
of outstanding itlxchetiuer Jlills is a less amount 
of such bills than ever was outstanding at any 
])CFijjd, as 1 am informed, in the histfiry of this 
countev) duriivg the last twenty years ; that is to 
say,, not the amount' now outstanding, ‘ but the 
amount, such as it a ould be, if to the amount now 

a • • 

outstanding were added the dohciency of the pre- 
sent year's income, lint there is still anpthcr 
consideration, to which f have already partially 
adverted, ii^ stating the amounts of the incomes 
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nnd expenditures of different years, and winch it 
is very matcri^^ that ll'ic committee should take 
into its view a;'jjregately, and consider its bearing 
upon the whole. Of this £20,01)0,000 outstand- 
ing Jilxchecjuer Mills, onc-fiflh, at least, is of a 
totally different nature also from ]’j\ehci|unr Mills, 
in the ordinary and general sense of the term, 
'fhe aggregate <if advaiiees in li.xeherjuer Mills 
which have been made bv the (iovernment, and 
remain due to them now, is upwards t)rf0,000,000 ; 
.t‘5,00?h000 therefore, of this amountof Jil.\che(|ucr 
^Mills represent not the credit of the (iovernment, 
but advances for'jiublic works, loans, &’c. They 
are, in fact, available securities, and convertible 
by the (iovernment at their pleasure. This cir- 
cumstance, couseipiently, will reduce the amount 
of outstanding Kxcheipier Mills, in tbe^ordiuary 
sense of the word, cveu on .the nv>st unfavourable . 
sup[tosition of our having to replace the whole 
apparent dcficieneji of this year by that mode of 
security, to £21,01)0,000,^ which is, as 1 have said, 
considerably less, of course, than has ever been 
their amount at any period of that term of twenty 
years wIiIrIi I have mentioned, being by tot )\), 000 
less than the .suin I have prediCatv'd as below the 
average amount of such outstanding bills in ajl that_ 
period. 

. Under these circumstances, when 1 ppt to 
mys.elf the (piestion, whether or not we gan run 
the lisk, whatever that may be, of having to 
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tlcfray the deficiency in the income, to meet the 
expenditure of the current year, by an addition to 
the now ontstandinjr Excheipicr l^ills of the 
amount T have stated ; and comparing this risk 
with the possildc efi'oet of any other mode of pro- 
ceeding for such deficiency : I confess, Sjr, I am 
stnnigly inclined to the course wliich I at first 
suggested. The state in which the country is 
now, appears to me to be one of a hojjefiil, hut 
not eonfirmdd, convalescenee, and T do trust and 
bcliovei that it w'ill gather strength, and jn’oceed 
gradually to the reinstatement of its former power, 
and former security -1 mean.ofdourse.its financial 
security — provided it bo not, at this critical 
moment, cither tampered with by the application 
of any unnecessary remedies, or afflicted by the 
shock of “a/.'V measure which mav divert it from 
< the healthful course in wdiich it now gradually, 
but steadily, procce<ls. I see. Sir, also, indica< 
tiois of ail improving* rcvenirt?. *■ 1. am not suffi- 
ciently sanguine to believe that this improvement 
will ho great enough, for the present, to overtake 
the whole of the deficiency. A part, however, 
of Hint deficiency I am sanguine enough to expi'Ct 
spec^dily ‘to see cuf oft' hy natural means ; and that 
.hope syo should be wrong to disappoint, by any 
nieaso.rcs calculated to force results, that, by 
being so forced, may defeat ih It will be wise 
for us t,o await the rcaUzation or the disap|ioint- 
ment of that hope, before we decide on any 'other 



« . 

rijK urixjKT. 

course uf action. If ] were to decide for lyyself, 
as to whcthcri [‘shoiildi adopt a course like thi.s 
wliich I advocate, without the advantage of j^re- 
viously consulting Purliainciit upon it, T should 
uiKpicstionahly foci the responsibility of so pro- 
ceeding too great for me to undertake. But, Sir, 
it is because 1 have the up])urtunity of stating in 
this House, plainly and openly, the course itself, 
and the motives which prompt it — it is because 
there is nothing of fraud «)r falsehood in it — 
nothiu;, keeping back — nothing of concealment 
— nothing of a desire to rej>rescut things other- 
• wise than as they arc — that I have the courage to 
express my conviction that in tin* present peculiar 
situation uf the country, it is better to wait and 
to expect, than imprudently to aid even her 
fmaiiciul ])rogres.s. 1 have now opened, .Sir, 
rather those general principles whi&h ought to 
guide us in our present situatfon, than entered* 
into any particular details (;onnected with it; and 
1 think the ])cculiarVharactcr of the times justifies 
me in having adopted such a mode of ])rucecding, 
in preference to going into a multiplicity of such 
details — into calculations of revenue — into i;alcu* 
latioiis pr trade — which might have only ‘ihorc 
perple^ced a subject that, .1 am ihuch aTi/hid*, my 
inexperience in these matters has already siiih-' 
ciently obscured. On the other hand, 1 It itst 1 
h*ave explained, without much complication*, that, 
which it was my single object to make cltar and 
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perspicuous to the committee, as it seemed better 
to propound that single abject to them distinctly 
and intelligibly, than to carry them through a 
succession of small items. Nothing now remains 
for me to submit to the committee, but to state 
the snp])ly by ways and means ; as, according to 
the principle which I have just ventured to lay 
down, I propose providing, in no other way but 
from a credit on the Consolidated Fund, for the 
deficiency of the present year. The supplies 
which have been voted for the current yea'.,*;:re as 


follow : — 

Army :..fS,l94,-U:C 

Navy G,l2o,S()() 

Ordnance ],C4U,'J17 

Miscellaneous 

’Intop'.\st on Exchequer Bills (120,000 

• - - 

Making an aggregate oV. f 1 8,805,2 1 7 . 


„ In addition to this amount, Mbefore the rising of 
Parliament it will be my duty to call on the House 
for a vote of credit, the object of w'liich I shall 
then explain to the J louse to be, to prepare for 
any.u'nforcseeu contingencies that may arise, rela- 
tive to ^hc arni]^. 'The accounts which have been 
laid on table, as to the' ways and means, show as 
follow'.- — 

Supplies of last year’s income £880,000 * 

Military and Naval Pehsions 4,l55,p0o 
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Debt from the East-Tnclia Company, 
partly on account of tlicir share 
in the cliar^'c of Military Pen- 
sions, See., and ])artly on accniint 
of Naval Expenccs in tlic East- 


Iiulies durini;;; the late war 1 00, < )0() 

Duticfl? on Sugars and Pcrjtoual 
Estates y, 000,000 


And I also propose to move for a vote from the 
consovidated fund to cover all deficiencies. The 
delieieiicy to be ])rovidetlfor the year is, altogether, 

‘ .f2,S()4,000. 'riip vole of credit which [ must 
move for, will In: £.>00,000. The main priiicipk! 
on which the committee will have to decide, is, 
whotherj under ail the circumstanees of the 
country, it will be content, as 1. 'think the piost 
prudent course will be, to goon thu.? llirough the 
whfde of this year, not in' ignorance, but with a* 
jiciiect knowledge of the .'iitiiation of the country, 
and. looking to the growing (.-irccts of returning 
prosperity ; — whether itwill iidt be far better than 
entering upon unadvisuble and [a'ciuature discus- 
sion of every one of those great (]uesth)ns of 
hnanccv which await their discussion next yevar — 
whether to go oA in the ])Uth I lltivc jidiAted out 
will not be our wiser policy, rather than .to run 
the risk of deranging the ‘present cousse ot 'iinngs, 
without having any correct means of judging what 
the effect of such derangement may be. h will be 



1bunfl,lhat the sujiply of this year exceeds that 
of the last, by about £^0,000: fl’hc difl’crcncc 
or amf)unt of that excess arises from two heads : 
tliu army extraordinaries, and flie vote of credit. 
A great part of this sum must be referred to the 
extraordinary demands of our army abroad. But 
I am far from binding myself to say, that to bring 
liack the expenditure of the eountry to the scale 
of the expenditure of last year, is ail that I should 
expect to be able to accuin])lish, or all that the 
(jiuvcrnment is inclined to do. 1 am afraidr'to in- 
dulge in promises, because ])romisos that arc 
made under similar circumstances, must, from the 
nature ol' things, be contingent on events whieh 
we cannot coutruul ; because, too, they arc always 
exaggerated by those to whom they are made, 
and,, however they may be more than fultilled by 
the event, may, in some quarters, furnish matter 
*of crimination and reproach. 

All I can say, therefore, is, tlijit it is the hxed 
efetermination of Ills Alujesty’s (iovernment to 
apply to these important Subjects — the reduction 
of the expenditure and the improvement of the 
revenue — their best and zealous eiforts, and to 
call ‘oil this IIousQ to council on these matters. 
This* is 'all that, under existing: circumstances, 
the House can expect, or Ministers hope to 
accoifhplish.* My decided opinion, in conclusion^ 
is, aAd 1 feel that I ought to give it fairly 
belbrc l*sit down, that the course 1 rccomqicnd 
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is tlie most cxpediout and the wisest. The country 
is in a state *at‘ presc'ht ratlicr to be left to 
itself than even tojje aided in its return to pros- 
perity. And if 1 entorlaiu, as undoubtedly I do, 
a sanguine hojjc that the time is not very far dis- 
tant when tlie prosperity of the country may be 
more unctiuivocally demonstrated than it has lately 
been, I found tliat ho])e ratlicr on its known in- 
trinsic energies, and its inherent, though not 
now put forth, powers, than I do upon any indi- 
cation* arising from particular circumstances, 
which I could fairly turn to, as justifying that 
hope. [ would rather express what 1 feel on this 
subject in other words than my own — in words 
that I am sure the committee will pardon me, if 
I read on this occasion, in preferenpe to submitting 
the same views in any language that I ca»v supply. 
The speech I am about to rpiotc from Was one 
which beautifully described the energies of this 
empire, and the opeijation tif tliat spirit and enter- 
prise for which it is distinguished, in communi- 
cating the commercial activity and wealth of its 
own people to tlie most distant regions. 

The right honourable gcutleinai\ then rcad^the 
following extract ; — 

“ But there is still another cause, evcu niorc ' 
safisfuctory than tl^csc, because it is ofla still more 
extensive ami permanent nature, that constant • 
accumulation of capital, that eontiiiual tendency 
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to inorcasc, the operation of which is universally 
seen, in a greater or lcss*proportidn, whenever it 
is not obstructed by some public calamity, or by 
some mistaken and mischievous policy, but which 
must be conspicuous, and ra])id indeed in any 
country which has once arrived at an advanced 
state of commcrdal prosperity. Sim{>lc' and ob- 
viou.s as this principle is, and felt and obscr\'cd, 
as it must have been in a greater or less degree, 
even from the earliest periods, I doubt whether it 
has ever been fully developed, and suAiCicntly 
explained — but in the writings of an author of our 
own times, now unfortiinatcl}'. no more, whose 
extensive knowledge of detail, and depth of philo- 
sophical research, will, I believe, furnish the best 
solution to every question connected with the 
history eC.commcrco, or with the system of poli- 
tical economy. This accumulation of eapi tal arises 
from the continual application, of a part at least, 
jof the profit obtainedr in ca^h year, to increase 
the total amount of capital to be employed in a 
similar manner, and with continued profit in the 
year following. The great mass of the property 
of ,thc nation is thus constantly increasing at 
compound interest ; the progress of which, in 
any considerable period, is w'liat, at first view, 
woufd appear incredible. Great as have been the 
effects of tliis cause already, they must be greater 
in future, for its powers arc augmented in pro- 
(lortiou as they are exerted. It acts with a velocity 
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continually accelerated, with a force continoally 
increased. 

** Mobilitate viget, viresque acquirit cundo.” 

It may, indeed, as we have ourselves experi- 
enced, be checked or retarded, by particular cir- 
cumstainScs — it may, for a tiino^ bo interrupted, 
or even overpowered ; but where there is a fund of 
productive labour and active industry, it can 
never be totally extinguished. In the season of 
the seTLi'cst calamity and distress, its operations 
will still counteract and diminish their effects 
* — in the first retiirning interval of prosperity it 
will be active to repair them. If we look to a 
period like the present, of continued tranquillity, 
the difficdlty will be to imagine limits to its o|)cra- 
tion. None can be found, while there exists 
at home any one object of skill or industry short 
of its utmost possible perfection— one spot of 
ground in the country', capable of higher cultiva-^ 
tion and improvement, or while there remains 
abroad any new market that can be explored, or 
any existing market that can be extended. From 
the intercourse of commerce, it will, in ttomc 
measure,! participate in the growth of other nations, 
in all the possible varieties of tficir situatibiis. 
The rude wants of countries emerging froip* bar- 
baHsm, and the artificial and increasing demands 

§ 9 

of luxury and refinement, will c<iually open new 
sources of treasure, and new fields of exertion in 
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every statc«of society, and in the remotest quarters 
of the globe. It is this principle \Much, I believe, 
according to the uniform result of history and 
experience, maintains in the whole, in spite of 
the vicissitudes of fortune, and the disasters of 
empires, a continued course of successive improve- 
ment in the gcnci'al order of the world. 

“ Such are the circumstances which appear to 
me to have contributed most immediately to our 
present prosperity.” 

The right h(iiioumblc geutk'inan concluded 
thus : — 

These words. Sir, are Mr. Pitt's; the autho- 
rity cited is Dr. Adam Smith, lie clearly says, 
that the application of pbiloso])hy to politics 
is not innovation. This was in 17D2, and I, ’Sir, 

• am content to go back to 1702, and take those 
words of Mr, Pitt into my own mouth, and pro- 
pel aim them to Parliament, Us those which shall 
be the guide and polar star of my political 
course. 
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JUNE 8th, IS27. 


Mr. Cakxtxg* this clay in a Cunimittcc of Supply 
moved that the following gracious Message from the King 
should be read : — 

‘‘George R. ^ 

• “ His Majesty, deeming it c^xpediciit to provitle for any 

additional cxpcnce w'hieh may arisen on aceoiint of His 
Majesty’s forces in Portugal, and relying on llie exp€?rienc!ed 
zeal and afIi?ction of his faithful Commons, trusts that they 
will make provisions accordingly. “ G. li.” 

As soon as the Message ^was read, the right honourable^ 
gentleiiiuii stated that the causes which induced His Ma- 
jesty to (leterininc on sending British tr(K>ps to Portugal, 
thougli diminished in tAeir operation, still existed in sulli-* 
cient force to render the continuance of our army in Por- 
tugal necessary. The mere act of sending out troops to 
Portiigfil had aiiticip:ited, met, and repelled the danger of 
ruin which th/c*atcncd that country. Thc*danger hat^beeii 
repelled, nbt by actual hostilities, but liyjthe niece presence 
of British troops on the soil of * Portugal. He would not 
protend to say that there had not been (rifIcTen(;p'.s and 
variations of councils on the paH of the Spt'fliish Govern- 
ment, whicbhad threatened the renewal of the same dangers ; 
but Ii6 was now happy to state that the tendency of the 
King Spain’s councils was less dangerous, and that the 
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coiin\ry look forward to a speedy adjustment of the 
dillereiie.es between the two tTingdoms, And tlic removal of 
the causes of them. As to the s(|journ of our tniops in 
Vortugal, the House would perceive that it might he ])ru- 
dent to keep them tlicre, not only until the daiigiT was 
repressed, hut until the probability of its recurrence was 
prevented. The prolongation of the stay of, our tr(Nf|)s 
rested on the very same grouiuls as those on wliich tliey had 
been sent there ; and not upon any new causes, intentions, 
or dis|)ositions whatsoever, 'riiesc* causes he had already 
fully explained, and he would, therefore, at present, con- 
clude by moving lliat a sum, not cxci^'ding jC^oOfkOOO, be 
granted to His Majesty, to provide for any additional con- 
tingent exjieiices on behalf of the Itritibli forces in L*or^' 
tugul. 

« » « « « 1 * 

Mn. Canning in reply (o the observations of several 
speakers, declare^ that ti)C exiHilitioii to JVirtiigal Iiad been 
seiK; out to uphold existing institutions, and i|ot to esta- 
lilisli new ones; and assigned the existence of positive 
treaties as the ground for our interference in the case of 
Portugal — whereas there was no treaty to warrant the 
** interference of England in th«; invasion of S])ain in 18213 — 
ho further stated that both, the Knglisli and Portuguese 
Cuininissariats were engaged in making disbursements. If 
in the course of this co-operation, a balance should np[)(*nr 
in .the accounts in favour of tliis country, to that amount 
there would he a chvni on Portugal. On a former occasion, 
Kiich a iKilaiicc apiwarcJ in favour 'of Eiiglaocl, and hu 
iK'ggtd ]cqvc to ri'niind tiic House that it had been most 
li(/nourably discharged. 


Tile resolution was agreed to. 
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AIr. TFi.'^ir., tm iliobrin^n;; up of tlic lli'|iovLof tlu* Com- 
mit ti*i* of AV«iys £iii(i iVlean.s obsurvL'd, tliiiL ns flu* iinaii- 
i'ial ariTm^unicnts (if the country liiul been put off iiiitil next 
year, anil as every thiiip^ was tube deferred until the appoint- 
• nii ‘111 of a Finaiiee (*oimnitlee next Session, it was necessary 
till* I louse sliould be iidbnned wlieii that Coininirtee was to 
be appointed. Jioiiourable ^eiitlemcm were aware, tliat 
aecoriling Vi a rule recently established ill that Ifoiise, (he 
estiinales were to lie laid on the tablet about the 15th of 
Vebrnarv ; or, in either words, fourteen ilavs 'after* the 
ineeliii;r of ihe House, whidi was generally on or 'about tlie^ 
1st of. that month. If the Coiinnittec was not to meet, until 
that time, then the ]iresent heavy expenditure of the country 
could not be reduced in tlu* iiitenni. 

• « * • «- « 
lie now wished to know, whether it was the intention «if 
IVlinisters to call 1\irliainenl together in November, in order 
to appoint tli^s (*omniittce, so that tliey ini^ht have tyne to 
make llie becc'ssary preparation for tliVir Jr.(|iiiri(;s.^« 

Ala. (Saxmxg* said he waFi sure tlie Jbuise would 
a^ree with him in thinkiiijr that it was wht)lly\ impos- 
sible to answer the luiiioiirable member's (|fiestiiin, as to 
when Ilis Alajesty should be advised to eunvene l^arlia-* 
nient ufter the approacliiiijr prorogation — a ipiestioA which, 
he would venture to suy, w'as imprcxTcdciitcd in that House. 
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In cibj^'ctin^ to this cjiirstioii, lie wisheil to adiU that lie also 
iliileri-d Imm the infi.Tenee wineli the' honourable member 
.seemed to draw from the iioii-a{)|NMiitnieiit of the l^'iiiance 
(.*oiniiiittee before next year ; namely,' that before that period 
Ministers would not turn their minds to a rediietion of ex- 
peiiditun?. ITe assured the honourable nii^inber, that from 
the moment they had time to turn their minds t^) the sub- 
jeel, every reduction in their power .should be made, without 
w'aiting for the ('ommittee ; from the labours of wliicli, liow- 
ever, when a|)])oiiited, niiicli might naturally be exjieeU'd. 
He hoped the lionoiirable iiiember woiikl feel satisfieil W'ith 
this balane-e between a refiihnl to answer bis first (piesti'ion and 
the inference wliicli be seemed to draw from a suppositi«m 
that the (/omiiiittee was not to be apiMiiiited before next 
February. 

Mjl III: Ml-: said, lie was perfeclly satisfied wiib the 
answer bo bad nreivecl ; an aii.swer which fully Juslilieil 
iiiiii in putting thg (jiieslion lie had )>ut to the Kiglil Ho- 
noil! able. the Chaneellor of the Kxehefpiei. 

■ 

Tilt’ lli’siiliitif)ii5.w(’rc tl'oii n^rml to, and li’uvu {ri\i-ii to 
brill*' in n bill pursiiunt to llu’iii. 


PKoi’LE or ooi.()ri{. 

■.IUM5 13th, ly-'7. 


IP 

Dji. LnsiiiNGTON presented a pocilion from the Fiw- 
holders^ of the mixed rat\» — the free iiihabilants the 
Island of Jamaica. 
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Till' ])niK'i]i.il •‘il]i-;':ilions--a.-> liKiltLT ol' ci>ni|>l:ii)it»-c'<>ii- 


taiiied in (lie petilTon; \miv 


“ 'i'lial will'll ilii* ri'^hl of et iajin 

*>l h::fl rendered the 

coiiMlrv Ilf ih.ir hiilh!: depeiulencv c 

f ihe Ihili^h empire. 

KiiiLj; ( 'hariv . II., in th-.* thiruvUili ve 

::r 4 f i t !t;n, hy a 

Charter 4. f ! jiherlie*. and ]*’ran4*hi>e‘4 I 

I* ihe v. li! -rs in the 

C4>li'.iiv, liiclar-. d ll' ii ‘ tii ■ clnliire'.i 4*1 

• 

‘ !:i-. id' Cii;;;- 


II" 0 

l;in(! li‘ I'l- !}i#n‘. ir. .■'..iuilil, !. ::i lliiir 

l>irtlis. I.'i' ‘I'cjMiii-il tn li.'n :iiui .*!ii)iil%i lii*, Tivc diiii/v'iis nf 
-Ik* .'.iiin* |irivi!i t;v>, til iiil ii'.ti-ius i:;ul 
jilir|ii.M tiS lik- iViv-h:>i ii Miftjv'i'N ni* its- 

surini^ *•> tlu'in i!i;‘ Tii!! injf)\nii‘:il di' tliiKi- iiiiti ivni ii-;li(s 
wliirli 1:0 i'liiii.iti' (ji‘ uv.s iu (!iniiiii>ii or dr'-trov. 

m 'riiut alili 4 iii;;li of I'Virv iniiimiiilv 

incidoiii l<> rn cMmn, tvris lliu.s roin'Inni’d lo tlic Sct- 

(liTs, to lii‘ ]K'r))(‘iii;Mrtl ill tlicir irro horn in (hr 

Island, yrt at an rarly juriod in I Ik* liiMory id' (la* ivpiv- 
srntati\(‘ ia'irislaluiv ol' 1 in* colony, ihcir^il.-Mrcndants, the 
mixed i>siii‘ of the MuroiKaii and tin* IMaek ];.>yii 1 at^in, 
were disinlieriled of' ail ihe rii^lils and liliiTiies i\^'o^iiised 
in that charier, the ohjecl of witieh wa?i to preservu iiniin- * 
paired the ('oiistitulion of the parent stale, and Lo render 
in\iolahle the anc.ienl jurkidictioiis, liheriies, and jirivile^es * 
of tlie jK’ople. 

'riiat although liius excluded, hy lociil policy, from 
the hiwi'st ollices of the State, dlvi*sli'd of llie pri\ of 
citi/en>hip, diMpialilied for e\erci>ini>; tile funclioiis of 
jurors, dis'iHlieriled of llie elective fraiicjii^e, and disallowed 
the rii;ht t»f teMiinonr in courts of, law, yi*l, iimlerall these 
jealous restrictions, this class of the conimniiity^ ncviTihe- . 
less,* advanci'd in wealth and respictahility- ^ • 

^ That the inlliiencL^ which the aci|ui>itioii of opuli;tice 
was ctdcniated to create, heiu^ <leenieil hostile ^to (he 
maxims "of colonial policy, this class of inliahitunts, hy 
VOI.. VI. • I 
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express enactnu'nts i)f ihc lucal Le^i.'^latiiR*, were shut out 
iiiHii all placvs of trust, ov«‘4i uiuoiip^ Vheinsclvos, and of 
gainful oniplovinciit aiiioiig otlicrs, in tin* conniK-riro and 
agriculture of the coiintrv ; and tli£it, iiiially, in the year 
1T(iI, the distinctiiiii of fMiverty was more efleetiially added 
to that of the physical circumstances of birth, by debarring 
the mixed and black ])LX)pIe from receiving be(|ucsls, or of 
making jmrehases to a greater extent tliaii two thousand 
))ounds, current money of Jamidca, or to the value of 
fourteen huinlred |M)iinds sterling. 

“ 'I’hat although your fielitioners have been repeatedly 
applauded as a meritorious class of His Majesty's ,*iul)jects, 
by the House of Assembly of tJamaica, that Houses in reply 
t<) tlie prayer of this |H'ti(ion, expressed their deterniinatioii,, 
that tlie further Legislative claims of (he general bofly should 
be rtjeeted ; declaring their intention to entertain taily indi- 
vidual ajtplicatioiis, duly recamimended fors-'pecrial privileges, 
to be limited according to the condition and circumstances 
of 'lltc party applying ; thus denying to your ]H'titioners 
any general advantages from those plans for the benefit of 
tile sulijectfor which IiCgisiati\v Assemblies are establislicd, 
and divesting tboinsidves, as it were, of their own delibe- 
rative character, by refusing to Intertaiii any pro]H)sitioii 
for the future and eolleetiye good of this class of . the 
people. 

“ That, iKirn under the King's allegiance, and entitled 
to,||)krticipato in the blessings of the Itrilish Constitution, 
and having evinced, on all cxrasioiis their loyally and {lutri- 
otii^m,*your iKnuioners Umk to your honourable House' with 
the*utmosit solicitude, and with confidence that you will 
irstcii to th^ir pray<?r, and not refuse to admit them to the 
fiiU protection of the law, and all (he privileges of British 
subjcQts. , 

** That your pertitioners fervently pray vour houoiirablc 
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IJoiiso will take tlu* ])rcinisi\s into yuvxr consideration,* and, 
in voiir wisdom, jwlojU siicli nloasnres as shall nmiody the 
evils <»f which they comjdain — fiimisli to them nctw incite- 
mciits tr> ingenuity ainf enterprise^- -ameliorate llu*ir condi- 
tion — and promote their moral and intellectual improve- 
ment, and hv thus enlar;;iii^ their means of usefulness, add 
to the security, and aufrment the forev and riches of the 
community at lari^e. 

With th.e assiiranei-h of undevialinj;; /eal for the support 
of Ilis .Majesty's 'rimme and (lovernmeut, your petitioners, 
as ill duty houinU will ever pray,'* is:c. &:e. 

MK.iVxNN’iN*;* said As no ({uestion had liecii raised 
to excite even a diilermce of opinion, this debate mi^ht 
»l)ave closed with the remarks in reply of the honourable 
and learned mover (l)r. Lusliin^ton), wli«» had so fairly 
and temperately introdueed the subject of discussion. In 
justice to the lumourahle memlu.T for Surrey Palmer), 
however, it was necessary tt» say, that Ivs sjKwh had not 
left the impression ii])on liis mind whicli it seomed*to Iaivo 
made ii}X)n that of the honcairable niembcY Tor Wrnchelsea 
(Mr. Ijroughani). He difi not understand tliat honoiirahlc 
member an defeiuliiifr, but as lamenting' the system — not as 
contendinjT that it ougift to Ix' |HTnianent, but regretting 
the. slow progrc*ss of improveinent. He eonfi^aised he rather 
augured from the honourable member's language, a fair 
disposition to meet this part of the subject with a desire, as 
far a.s human means could accomplish it, to get rid 6f.all 
possible cliiTiciiliic's. Ibil the speech- of the honoiiriible 
niemlx^r ftir NorwicR (Mr. IV. .Smith),* and parnciiihrly 
the fact with which he had concluded, proved .stiy .hiore 
strongly how niucli oiij^ht to be .left to time ^ind carcuitt- 
sttftices. If once an Adverse disposition were created, it 
might be found imposublc to accomplish the ohjircb The 
hnnouralble member for Norwich bad quoted a familiar 
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K'lfcT;* ;in account of a iinioiK <»r rallicr «»f what llio 

l*'rcnch callctl a mt saUUinri liWwccn a' man of colour and a 
white woman, which was termed Iniyin^ a white woman, 
and which had dill'used I'eiieral disuiiM as a inonMnius 
atnK'ity. 'i'liis fad cstaidished the eiim'inous dilficulty of 
thesul)ject; it w'a> iiihereiit in llie nature of ihethiiii;;, and 
n(» ]iroi'eedin«>' of (he I,ey:i>laliiiv could preciiiijale ils re- 
moval. 'E'iie advocales fur acci-liTalion adopted, hefore the 
Senate of (Ireat liritaiii, the I'kaMiniin^ of .S7 ////ia7i’ before 
the Seiiati* of \ i*nici :■ ■ 


Vi'ii li:i\f aiiifii'i V'li many a jinrcha'-M .-.l.ive," 

Wliirh, likr y«iur assi-" ami ynm- ;;iul mules. 

Veil u»' ill ahjeet anil in slavish jiarts, 
heeaiiM- yiai 1 11111:' it ili in. Shall I say in vnii, 

Lelllieiii li!' fne — marry ihvm in \niir heirs r" 

II was easy to ay, let tliein be free marry llu ni to 
yoflr heirs;" but the tiling was now iin|)ossihle, and it 
iiii^ht he loii^' liefon* tlie lime arriveil when it slioiild he 
])ossi)ile. He was not of opinion, howevia*, that justice was 
impartially adniiniMered, and here it ini^ht be very lit to 
exercise authority, if without the exercise of it the object 
could not 1 ) 1 ' accomplished. .ll was one to combat 

prejiidici', iialiiiv. and an order of thiiins that could not be 
controuled, and another to plant hiimaii institutions for the 
piij'^ftise of eorrrctinir human evil, and producing; Iniinaii 
good. The lirst^ wjvs the resource of legislation, the last 
manners;* and the error tirose from not ob- 
servfiig the due limits of both, from not marking the difle- 
I'Tiice between grievances which, the Fiegislaturc cOuld 
renu'dy, and iliose which must be left to a slow'er process. 
He coi^ciirrcd with llu* hoiMurable inoinber for Wintlieisca, 
that it was ini[M)ssiMe justice should be done, uifless the 
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pivliidicvs of tin* rulonisls wviv not brokrn down, hut acted 
first trvinrrithv jMiwor^aiid willin« 4 iifss of the local 
l.e^islntiiiv, and interposing with the hii;lier power of Tar- 
liaineiit, if it were ftvind luressarv. 'I'lie whites in one 
island had been i^tated at the hlaeks at SbO^OOt); 

and there w'i.*rt‘ lio-sidus :)0,000 neutrals, wlnnii the govern- 
ing part of the soeiely might win to themselves by indiil- 
geiice aiuf coneiliation, ami whom U woidd he absolute 
madness, and the most ineredible folly, with their eyes 
opt'U, not to eoneiliate, and tluTc^hy gain a most important 
anpiisitinn. lie would leave to the eolonies the means of 
attaining this ohjeel as fast as they c<»iild, l>y a i'on(|iiesl <if 
prejiidiee, but lu* would exaet from tluiii tlie removal of 
jHisitive i'vil. In due time, if they did not remove* it them- 
selves, it must he reir<*vi“.l for them. 

'riie Petition was ordered to bt* i>rinleil. 


Mir. couN A:Mi:Ni)V.i:N'r imm. 

I 'ill. : 


Mr. Wf.stkrn' moved tlie following Uesoliitions : »■ 

• • >• 

That it is tlie <ipinioii of tin.-* (\)mmi#tee, that >o lyneli 
of the Act of the Jid (leo. IV. e. (JO, relating to ihp im- 
por.tati(»n of (’orii, as renders ilie |»rovlsiiins of tlid>e Acts 
dependant on the admiSsion of foreign wh.'ai for home eoii- 
siim))tjon, under the provisions of the Aei die o/jlli 
Geo. 111. e. J2(i, should be re|H'aled. 
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“ '^'liut the scale uf prices at which the lionie cun- 
Buniptiuii «)f torcij^ corn, meQl, wheat, clc flour, is admii- 
t(xl by the said Act of the 5oth (ico. III., shall cease and 
determine : and that tliencofortli all and every the provi- 
sions of tlie said Act uf !id (ieii. IV., shall he in force, the 
same as if they hud nut been made de{iendcnt ii]x>n the 
admission of fmvij'ti wlieat for huine consuiiiptiuii tinder 
the said Act of the i).jth (Ico. III." 


Mr. Canmnc; rose and said: — Sir, the first 
observation 1 shall make upon the speech of the 
honourable ineniber is, that 1 consider the tone 
and manner which he has introduced his inotiou, 
c.Yactly suited to the j^resit cpicstion which he 
bring.s under our discussion — a question involving 
deeply the interests as well of the agriculturalists 
as of the community at large;. I beg to assure 
the’homuirabic incinber, that 1 .shall addre.s.s niyscif 
to the question .in thp same tone ; and whatever 
may be the future opinions on matters not stiietly 
.relevant to his niotioil, whicl] 1 may feel it right, 
in justice to myself, toothers, and to the King's 
Government, to express, 1 shall abstain from all 
allusion at present to them, not because f do not 
feel^e provocation, but because 1 do not think this 
the most propc^ time, for the cx])rcssiotf of those 
opinions. — Sir, 1 can 'conceive no species uf fac- 
tion mor6 inexcusable, more blameable, or more 
wicked, than that which would make a subject 

•k ■ 

touching the interests, ajid involving the prosperity 
of the whole community, a ground for exciting 
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party feelings, or cxasperatinjjpolitical animosities. 
With respect t«? the motion of the honourable gen- 
tleman, 1 maybe allowed to sa}', that the honourable 
gentleman has not'assigned any reason to justify 
the terms of it ; and next I must say, that 1 do not 
think that his proposition is one at all calculated to 
meet tl^se disagreeable ciremnstanees of the 
country, which he seems to think render some 
proposition necessary, ami which he also suj)po.ses 
call for the adoption of his particular ])roposition. 
The lionourablc gentleman seems to think that he 
has only to submit a proposition to the Commit- 
tee.— Jt was as if he said, “ Vour late Corn Dill 
is lost. The place is vacant, mid since it must 
be supplied, allow me to [ircscnt to your notice 
a law wh'ich has been ]ia.ssed these live years, and 
has not been used.’’ Tliis bill he is forced at the 
same time to acknowdedge, possesses .‘ip many 
defepts in principles that itbasmJvcr been brought* 
into operation. It contains, among other clauses, 
that clause which I will call the deterring clause,* 
namely, that which prevented the introduction 
into our markets of foreign wheat until our own 
wheat had attained the price of eighty shiUings, 
a clause.which was no better than si bugbear<**and 
which utterly prtjventcd that bill •from being, effi- 
cient and operative. . x ■* 

T admit. Sir, tfcat there are circiynstanccsHn 
the country, such as require some interposition of. 
the l^egislaturc : but I do think that the honour- 
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able ^•'ciitlcman is asking too much of this branch 
of the Legislature, when i»c desire.-^the (,‘oimnittee 
to consider of some proceeding to mei-l those cir- 
cumstances: and, in entering* upon that consi- 
deration, to retract their latest and most nialurc 
deliberation, and to ado])t a bill which has always 
been acknowledged to be delective, rather than 
resort to the principle at least of tlnit measure, 
which, as it seems to nie, has been imnicriledly 
thrown aside;. NVho, I a>k, Sir, who, in the 
course of the last diseu.-suni upon the state* '.if the 
Corn Laws, ever once pr<ip«»sed to act even upon 
the principle of the Hill «)f |s22^? None. None, 
at least, without a considerable, alteration in .the 
pnivisions of that .Act, whieh. from its known 
defich'iicies, has been a dead letter from' the very 
dat^ of jts ena'cttncnl. In making his pro[>osi- 
tion, thj; homairahle gentleman has iis;;inned it to 
‘he neee.ssary njSon other' com iderat ions l)esitU;s 
those to which I hav,e alluded. I’nit even tliere 
*his reasoning .seems n» me e([nally ineonehisive. 
He says, that the Mouse ofCNnnmons have lately 
pas.sed a bill, in whieh sixty shillings or sixty-two 
shillings w’cre stated as the rennnteraling price ; 
thalMiat hilh'witjnmt any fault of odrs, and be 
it ob.seVved tod, witlio.nt any ie.ipeachnictit of the 
, principle pf the hill itself, lias been rejected else- 
•wtiere; in conseipienee of whjeh, *.*. dilhcnlty lias 

Cl * C 

. ari.scn. and an alarm has Ivt-n eivaled throiighoiit 
the eortntrv -«v;go, a.s tli'o ditlicultv e.xists. it 'must 
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be removed, and as alarm has been created, it 
must be paciR^d r and live ditKeulty and the alarm 
both beinfj caused by the hiijh ]>rice of corn, the 
honourable ^'ontlcman proposes to remove the one. 
and to pacify theother, by destroying’ the reinunc- 
rating ])ricc of sixty-two shillinus ; and, byreturn- 
ing to tiPe pric<> of seventy shillings, whieli it was 
our object lately to diminish. 

It is really impossible to establish any other 
proposition than that which T have just stated, as 
the ennsequeneo of his arguments. The honour- 
able gentleman ought not also to have lost sight of 
the circumstance,, that in the reecmt discussions of 
this House upoit the subject of the corn iiiws, it 
was not only the price, but the. priiieiph: which 
came iin'der consideration; and the question, 
therefore, which we have to cons'ider, is ijn)t only 
whether we can agree the rmbstitjatiou of 
70.v.,for ()Oa-. but also whether flie more matured 
decision of this House slutll nbaudoned, and 
whelluT we shall Vithdraw our siqiport from* 
tiujse principles on wiiieh that decision was 
founde<l, for no other reason than that thosi^ prin- 
ciples have not been fortunate enough to, meet 
with a}t;)roliatiou elsewhere ^’et such i<* the 
conduct wine!) flie lio)i(i(ir;ibie gf-nileiii'ait wishes 
us to pursue; and witlumi any arguments J«i*sIjow 
the ineorroetiU'ss jjf the eoiu:!u>iuus U> which wc 
then arrived, he calls upon ns to abandon what, 
wc fyivc done, and to relraet the delibei\itc <U:- 
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cisiou we have lately made — to disclaim all we 
have been before dcclaiiiiff necessary — and, in 
short, to go back to the principles of prohibition. 
1 do not say that the honourable gentleman has 
been unable to make his propositions clear to the 
Jfoiise from the want of capacity m himself. I 
do not say that it*is from the want of ability, or 
of knowledge, or of experience (all of which he 
possesses as much as any other member of this 
House), that he has not succeeded in furnishing 
the House with a single reason for the course he 
requires us to pursue. l*erha])s that he has not 
done so is more to be attribute/l to the nature of 
his proposition itself than to any other circum- 
stance. I agree. Sir, with the honourable gentle- 
man, that something is ncccssarv' to be done ; but 
the rule. 1 should lay down upon the subject is a 
very plain oiuj. As. I presume, that the ITousi! 
of Commons is not reduced so low in proper &j)irit 
an<l in proper ])ridc,<as to abjure what has re- 
cently and solemnly declared to be necessary jwin- 
ciples, to rescind their deliberate resolutions, and 
to throw away as w'a.ste jxaper that bill which 
they have so rnuch and so carefully considered, 
mereify because in. a certain :u>sembly, which, for 
manjr rea.sons, is entkled to our respect, it did 
not happen to be entertained with that courtesy 
wHich miglit have bceli expected, but was made 
■the subject of an amendment, which not merely 
went to rescind what we had enacted, Uut to 
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introduce principles, that, besides bein^ new.^werc 
fiositively conti%iry to what we had determined to 
be necessary.* 

l<et the House itself feel this as it may. If 
there be shame in it — it will not submit to 
this. While, however, on the one hand, I should 
say that* wo ought nut to liiibmit to change 
our opinions, and to abandon onr own princi' 
pies without being satisfied that we were mis- 
taken, yet 1 do most sincerely wish, on the 
other* hand, that the bill i now jiropose to pass 
should be as little liable as possible to any objec- 
tions that may throw impediments in the way of 
its being passed. 1 should, therefore, lay down 
as a rule to guide us in framing a new bill, that it 

The followiii;^ is llii.* niiii-iHliueiit ori-^iiKilIy |>ro[ioscfl tlio 
Duke of “ l*rovit!otl aiwuysy tliiU i)i> r(;rii Bball l>e 

ciiUTC'tl for lioiiio I'oiisiiinptioiiilroiii.any w:|rL'hiiasc in any jiort oi^ 
place In this kiii'^duui, previous to ihc entry fur home consuiiip- 
tiuii, or to the c.xpurtatiori of eviTy-uther portion or portions of 
corn previously lo(l;:cd in wun^hoiise, in such port or place, without 
th£ consent in writing;, under the liaiid and seal of the proprietor 
of such hist-mentionrd corn, so long as the average price of corn 
within this kingdom, as settled hy virtue of this Act, shall l»c less 
than 70 J. a quarter.” ^ ^ 

This AnAfnclniciit \vas subsequently witMrnwii, and another sub- 
stituted for ii by Ills Ciracc, in a conimittee of the Housr^'of i^nrds, 
which was carried by a majority of 1 1. Tlic following is the form 
io*which it was carried, and the carrying of which imliiced iMinjs- 
ters to give up the bill Tliat no wheat shall taken out of 
bond jvbilc the average price of wheat sliall bo less, than per* 
quarteik'* 



300 




should not, it' possible, mu counter to siny thing 

which we have reason ta believe ^Vill occasion its 

loss in another place. AVhile, thereflive, «>n the 

one hand, I do nut wish that Wc should yield one 

tittle of our privileges, so, on the other, 1 am not 

desirous that this period of the session should 

pass without enacting a measure that may ])ro- 

ducc some practical good. That such a measure 

should be perfect, is more than can possibly he 

expected ; but something is necessary to be <lone 

at once, and time enough will then remaii} fully 

to consider the alterations that may afterwards be 

deemed necessary. 

► ^ 

The first rule, therefore, which [ would adopt, 

should he to do nothing that may ensure contra- 

diction clseM'hcrc; and, secondly, that we should 

do no more thaii is nbsoluti.-ly net;essnry at the, 

present mo me.nt, sinceafter that which has jiassed 

iierc and in the other Hraijic of Parliament, vwxy 

« 

person must be satislied, that in the next se.'sioii 
•die whole subject must be fuPy reconsidert.-d. 'I’he 
third rule. I wmild establish is, that conceding 
every thing that may fairly ho roijuired I'rom ns. 
ivc should begin w ith spirit, whatever \vc intend 
to (bs and we should frame our b'll oii'tbo.so prin- 
ciplus which have hei-n eoueurred in here, and on 
_ which we, have legislated. IVovv. as far as wc 
have the i)icans i;f knowing, the principle *of 
.the J)ill w'e have already passed has not booh 
tonclied. Indeed that Wll, when it was discit.ss«.*d 
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in iho oilier j louse upon principle, passed its 
second readin.i^ by a lai^^e inajijrity. 'I’be imme- 
diate evil against ^ibie.'i we have to provide is, the 
alarm that, the hiss o(‘ the hill has occasioned — an 
alarm which, il'lhe slalements «tf some honourable 
gentlemen are not exa'.'f^i raied. must lie veiT 
eonsidcnible. i!' tin* alarm is* not 'jri'al now, 1 
trust most siiieeri-iy iliai the la.iiiis of men will 
not become more ^•xeilell, and at least that the 
amount ol'evil may not be exaggeralci!. ! know 
tiuitir alarm tioes at presoiit exist, we have great 
reason to li ar that 'a may be- made the siilijoel ol' 
exaggeration ; Iih’ llie ps rioil at wliieli sneli an 
alarm is likely to be the greatest, is betweiai the 
present time and that i.'t' the coming in of the 
harvest ; in other won!.*;, iK tweenjhe expenditure 
oi'tlie stock in hand, and the period of eJitaiiiiiig 
the new supply. .At this inomeiitl am happy' to 
say? that from all tin: aecoimis we Jiave received, 
there is every reason to believe that no ground 
for alarm exists, for the harvest promisirs to be- most 
iibumiant; but, notwithstanding this, I understand 
there is an a]ipreliension that the failure of the 
bill which lately passed this House may en-iate an 
alarm tvhieh luay be luueh exaggerated, 'if the 
rcjiort- should be spread abroad that nothing is 
intended to be done by Parliament. • • ■ 

, IV ow it doe.s »o happen, that by* the natural 
operation of the Bill (for the minds of men werc!^ 
in some degree, prei>arod to expect that it would 
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pass into a law), a great quantity of foreign corn 
lias been introduced into''tlic co'untr}', and there 
arc, at this moment aliout 000,000 quarters of 
foreign corn in the ports of England. As these 
have been brought hitlicr on the expectation that 
their importation would be sanctioned by law, 
something must be done with tlicm; and as 
the principle of the bill that passed this House 
has not been impeached in the other House of 
Parliament, I feel no hesitation in making a 
proposition on the subject. 1 ]n'oposc, then,' that 
these o00,000 quarters of foreign corn, now in 
bond in this country, should be. let out, not by 
an act of the Ciovernmcnt (for greatly as the ho- 
nourable gentlemen fears the c.vercisc of such a 
power on the part of the Ciovernment, I assure 
him .*hat he is not more unwilling to confer such 
a power than ^<'c arc to exercise it), but that they 
should come out under the provisions of the 'bill 
now before the House. To jthat part of the bill 
there was no objection in the other House of Par- 
liament, and therefore it is that L now propose, 
that the quantity of corn now in warehouse in 
this country, or which may be brought into ware- 
house here before the 1st day of July, sliall be 
alloWed'to conic out, uuder the restrictions and 
■regulations', both witli respect to jiricc and duty^, 
as'^would have been iit existei?ce, had the bil^ 
which passed this House assumed the authority 
of a law. To that purpose, at least, the bilhroay 
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be RU]tposc(] hare passed into a law, since that 
part of its ])n)visions was not objected to in the 
other House. Thj; point which impeded the pass- 
ing of the bill was (]intc of another description. 
At the same time, 1 believe, that with respect to 
the rcgulatioiss on which foreign corn was to have 
been imported hereafter, an anTendinent was pro- 
posed and negatived. I state this with the view 
of showing, that in what I propose we ‘-honld do 
w'ith reference to bonded corn, "we shall not be 
runnfng the risk of engaging in a eonilict w'ith 
the other House — a conflict wliieli 1 should cx- 
tK'inely dcprecato. 

The only |)oint to which 1 now wish to allude, 
is with reference to another species of foreign 
corn, very small in its amount, bpt with respect 
to the iinportalio3i of which there arc pec4diar 
circumstanees of favour — I mean the 'corn of 
Canada, for the shijiping of which preparations 
have already been made, and for which bills have^ 
been transmitted here on the faith that such corn 
might legally be imported. This is the only 
proposition which, under present circumstances, 
the Government think proper to submit to, the 
House. • My first propo.sition is.^to let loose the 
corn now in bond by the ‘operation of the 'prin- 
ciples of the bill itself; and then to lefiif, under 
the same restrictivns, the corn of CaTiuda. whicli 
has been shipped on the faith of the bill.. To neithei* 
of thw.se parts of the bill was the smallest objection 
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ni:ulc»iii the Iloiisuof l^urus, itud ^lio ainundmciu 
wliicli lost the hill, was; as fui* as 1 u)i(.lorstand 
the inatU-r, one wliioh did nut, touch them in tlic 
least. 

Jii |iru])o.sinir them, Sir, fur the i-oiihiileralinn 
uf this CuminiKee, I amtherefure iluiii." lliai wliicli 
will nut hrinjj us \Vithin the risk of a eou^id wlih 


the other llcai.^e, since tlie |Jiin{'ij:!cs uu wliicIi I 
now wish to act are tiui'-e that riicl wiih uuuhjec- 
tion, and were in fact :u!iij»lei! fruin a ;. This act 
of Lcjilslation is, however, lint ten:|!orarv 'in its 
nature, as 1 jiru|>ose it shal! !as! no ion/er than 
the I.st of .Mavinllie fo!loviii)!i>i vear. I sliall do 


tliis for the |mr|)ose of insurini;- the early atleiilion 
of Parliament to a subject which I cannul hut 
consider uf vit^l imjiortanec to the country. It is 
xny v'ariiest wish that the first act of tin* l.ei'is- 
lature, in the ensuini? year, shall be to reconsider 
the act of the |)resent ses.sion ; and by the expe- 
rience we shall then 'have had, J think we shall 
possess the fullest and best means of enteriuj^ on 
that rccuusideration. 


Between the honourable gentleman and mvself 

■ • 


ther^ i.s a wide pnieticai dilference. 1 proiiose, 

that, in ease of wnerwnev, a (iiiantityuf I'oreien 

corn, to a limited extent, shall be admitted into 

the msft-kct here. I say, to a limited extent, 

treatise i have no desire to uijsirm the nt^ricnltu- 

talists : and 1, therefore, limit the extent of corn 
• * • . 
thus to be rendered admissible, to that which is 
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now in warehouse in this country, or which may 
have been sliippcd on tKc faith of the bill that has 
passed this House. The price at which I propose 
it .shall be adiriis.sible, is sixty shillings; and 1 
adopt tlic .scale of [>rice and the .scale of duty 
from that bill, the principle of which was not 
opposed* in the House of J.ords*, but I restrict the 
operation of that [)rinciple, by eotiAning it entirely 
to that corn which is now in bond here, or which 
has been shipped from Canada, and for which bills 
havc'bcen drawn and accepted. The honourable 
gentleman, on the contrary, proposes to get rid 
of the princijile of the bill pas.sed in this House 
in the present Session, and to treat it as if every 
part of it had bei u rejected in the other House, 
resorting’ to seventy shillings as tly; minimum price 
at which the people of England are to be relieved 
from the ])res.surc of the high pride of Corn, by 
the jmportation of foreign grain. The practical 
difference, therefore, betwccMi the honourable gen-, 
tleman and myself is considera}>lc ; and 1 confess 
that [ do not think the House can hesitate in 
agreeing with me, that the pro])osition I have 
submitted is that which ought to be adopte<}i I 
do not think th*e honourable gentleman will And 
the circumstances of the times are such, that his 
measure, even if it should now be carriCd,*will be 
co’neeived to be <)nc which ought to he fastened 
permanently on the country. All 1 ask is, that* 

VO*L. vl. X 
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J*arliamcnt should meet a present, ^ur, at least, a 
])robably approaching evil, rcsefrving to itself the 
full right of discussion upon th^) framing of a per- 
manent measure, which, for the honour of this 
Parliament, and for the advantage of the ])Coplc 
of this country, I tru.st may pa.ss into a law, and 
be finally settled 'in the next Session.* I have 
now. Sir, only to move, ‘‘ That it is the o{)inion 
of this Coininiltoe, that every sort of foreign corn, 
grain, meal, or flour, now warehou.sed in the 
I’nited Kingdom, «)r which may be rejiortod for 
warehousing belore the 1st of .luly next, shall be 
admitted into the- home inarkejt for consumption 
before and until the IstofiMay, ls2S, on payment 
of the duties following.” The duties I projiosc 
are those whicli, would have been ])ayable had our 
bill passed into a law. 

Al the close of !i long delKite, in wliieli Mr. IVel, tiir 

J. New])ort, 1111(1 Mr. 1 1 n$skissoii, look it part, 

• « 

Mu. C.AXxixo ro.se to reply : — I shall trespass 
oil the iiidulgcnco of the House for a very few 
minutes, in reply to the. only objection I have 
heard advanced tu the Kcsulutio'n wliick I have 
had ‘die honour of ])ropo.sing. My answer, to the 
only objecitiou 1 can recollect will be brief— but 
Fbeg to begin by replying tu ^ question that lias 
'been put to me by an honourable gentleman oppu- 
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site. YTc asks me whether I. d(» not tliiiik k ri^ht 
to protect the agriciiltui^l interest ? I do consider 
that the agricultural interest ought to be pro- 
tected, aye, and protected too as the primary 
interest of tlio country. Such is the bounden 
duty of this House. }lut T also consider, that the 
course (Jf legislation, pursued fAr soim* y«^ars past, 
has not been to |)romote the ])crmanent interest of 
the agriculturalists. The mistaken views that 
had obtained, and the erroneous notions that were 
acted upon, in the period that [ allude to, an* in 
n«> instance more flagrant — not that 1 mean to cast 
blame on those v'ho committed these mistake.«, 
and it was by accident that F did not participate 
in the acts which led to them — but the erroneous 
notions {hat they had acted upon, appear, in no 
instance, more flagrant than in the operatuui of 
the Acts of 1M15 and (’an 'any man look 

t») tlje »:onsequences of these bins, and say, they 
liave not been mo.st grievous to the agricultural 

I • 

interest? L must also say, that f consider tin* 
bill now before the House of Lords, calculated, 
had they been pleased to adopt it, to aflbrd more 
secure protection to that interest, than any ^>ther 
measure* wbatevVsr that has hitherto been' pro- 
posed, .professing to have* that object* in v'iew. 

1 consider that it was calculated to prodifcc* that 
which, of all cfTycts, I .^diould consider niost 
(fesirablo, nut highness nor lowness, but steadi-* 
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ness of price. T consider that it wa.<i calculated 
to ^uard against those ruinous titictuations which, 
ever since the bill of IH15, have ]>rcsscd with 
alternate but equal violence on, as they are called, 
the two conilicting interests, wliich, I say, are 
not conflicting, but consentient interests— fluc- 
tuations which, in'tiines of plenty, causdl alarm; 
and, in times of scarcity, aggravated the miseries 
of famine. 'J'hc adoption of tin.' I>ill in the House 
of Lords would have gone a greater way to curb 
those evils and prevent their recurrence, thafi any 
measure, wliieh, in my memory, or in that of 
all those, with whom I have conversed on the. 
subject, lias yet been pre.sented to the consi- 
deration of Parliament. It was upon that ground, 
and not from '^ny undue partiality for a parti- 
cular jdaii, that I originally gave luy concurrence 
to the. bill that ]>ussod this llon.se. And I beg 
to inform the House, that, iinle.ss 1 find reason 
^to alter my jiresent opinion, it is something very 
like that bill which will receive my su|)porT.. 

The ])riiici])lc of the measure that will receive, 
my sujiport, is one which, rendering the Corn 
Tra^^j, instead of a seiies of successive specula- 
tions* and experiments, instead oV being luqtually 
ruinhns* to the home trader, as well as > to the 
foreign ' trader or importer, will make it mu- 
tually a matter of cbnvenicqcc — will make it, 
‘in short, a trade which would assist, and be 



COItN AMENUMKNT UIJ.l.. 


30U 


beneficial to yuth, and, at the same time, be 
conformal)le to llic interests of the country at 
larg^c. Such arc, the grounds on which 1 shall 
approve a bill, and sucli oiigltt to be the grounds, 
and those only, on which Parliament should grant 
its sanction to any measure whatever connected 
with the trade in corn. An lionourable gentle- 
man has asked another <(nestiun, which 1 shall 
answer, lie asks, what is the (liilercnce between 
prohibition and a prohibitory duty ? and says he 
eaniibt sec any. But it is different in the Corn 
Trade, as it would be in any other trade, and no 
man could propose to prohibit any other trade 
without lieing convicted of al)siirdity. The dil- 
ierence between ])rohil)ition and a prohibitory 
duly is tiiis — where the trade is not actually pro- 
hibiled. but is allowed, under certain restrietjons, 
it never will become totally si a.v;nitnt ; there will 
always Ik* more or less of speculation in it, which 

will keep it :dive ; butifll'jc trade be altogether 
. » .1 

prohibited, the consejjueiiee would be, that, in 
time of scarcity, there would bo no snjiply, and, 
afterwards, we should be overlhi wed. when mode- 
rate supply would be mischievous. A duty yvould 
not ]>reVont capital bi'ing einjijoyed in a fradc ; 
nor would it a^iply sucli* irresistible stfmidi as 
wyiild bo afforded by a scarcity after a pi'filiillition.. 
That is the dilfer/jnce betNvecn the e+feets of pi*d- 
liibilion and prohibitory duty. When onfce a 
steadiness of price is introduced, that temptation 
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tu oxtruvngant speculation, raised , by what look 
place ill 1810 and 1819, when both grower and 
consumer were ruined, will be t^ken away. These 
arc iny answers to the cpiestions that have been 
put to me. 

1 now proceed to reply to the only objection I 
have heard to tlid res(»lutiou I ])ropose<f to sub- 
stitute instead of tliose of the honourable mover. 
It is asked, why I do not introduce a permanent 
bill { That, Sir, was a point winch 1 avoided, as I 
ditl not wish to subject myself to the necessity of 
applying myself to it. But the (piestion has been 
asked, and 1 shall re[)ly to it. Jl know no reason 
why I should liold one language within the walls 
of this Hou.se, and another out of them : but if f 
were out of them, I should answer fairly, that it 
was <beeausc there existed in the other lIou.se of 
Parliament, a 'deep-rooted ^spirit to reject what- 
ever bill of that sort the House of Commons might 
think fit to send up. • is there any man, either 
out of or in this House, who will lay hi.s hand on 
]ii.« heart and say, that he believes no such spirit 
to exist ? 1 have convensed with men of all parties 
in th'pi House, and they have all aj'rced with 
me in opinion tliat such a .spirit does exist. 
Som6 did it in lamentation, others in indigna- 
tion stud anger, and some again in triumph. 
(Tut of thi.s House the shine ojiivioii prevails, and 
there was not a single man with whom I con- 
versed, who did not seem convinced that the 
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one luiiidred and lliirty-lhrce voters for f. cer- 
tain amendment were guided l)y some otiier bond 
of sympathy besides a disinterested convic- 
tion of the. advantage to l)e derived from the 
course which they ]iiirsued. 1 have conversed 
witli tliose wlio walk the streets — with “ all 
sorts of* persons'* — and yet t have not found 
one who was salistied that the coincidence of 
tliesc voters was perfectly a mutter of chance, or 
that it arose from a eonvicliou that the rejection 
of the bill would be attended with benetieial cou- 
sefpionces. 

Let me not, however, be misunderstood. With 
respect to the Duke of Wellington J am convinced 
—-and his correspondence with my right honour- 
able fru.'iid (.Mr. Iluskisson) atlbrds evidence 
of it - that his grace, however he may ^have 
acted under misa|>prehension, acted fripn a con- 
victJoii that the course' whudi In' pursued was orfe 
likely to be benetieial to hjs country. 

Jliit, looking to all the cireumstances, 1 cannof 
hcl]) thinking, that even so great a man as the 
Duke of W'ellington has been made something 
like an instrument in the hands of other.s. Tliere 
are several instdnccs of such things imp|)eniug, in 
other -times, to as great, men as the Duke of 
Aydlington. Many circumstances lead lae to this 
conclusion. Am^uidments which preceded that-of 
the noble duke had paved the way for him — 1 
believe, unconsciously to' himself. Certain words 
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were pmitted in the first clause of ^he bill, with- 
out which the amcndm'eiit of' the noble duke 
could not have been mooted.^ When, 1 say, 1 
see these and other circumstances, I cannot help 
thinking there was some master hand which 
directed the movements of the various niachiuery 
by which the object was attained. Tliat that 
surmise is correct, I have no doubt, for else it 
would not have been possible to have got to- 
gether such discordant materials, (differing as 
tliey do on every other subject), to agree u|)on a 
point which every inijiartial ])crson must concede 
to be any thing but ad\'antagcous to the ])ro- 
fessed object of the bill. 

I do not, therefore. Sir, propose to bring fonvard 
any permanent incasiire this session, lint T have 
no doubt, that whatever temporary (lelu.sion may 
exist upon this (jiiestion, it will |)nss away in the 
dourse of another' sc.ssion of J’arliamcnt, and4hat 
in particular the clause which has been under 
'discussion to-night, will not stand in our way, as 
it will be diseased out of doors, and its true 
nature be well understood by the country. Other 
amendments also the House will then be pre- 
pared* to acquicsca in, and, altogether, Hiavc no 
doubt tlfat that which is now difficult, will shortly 
.be eaSsy.* Before I sit down, ] beg again to sa.y, 
that any allueions I may* hare m^de to the Duke of 
Weliington, have been made in no spirit of hos- 
tility to bim, as 1 am satisfied that, however much 
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wc may differ to the value of his clause*— and 
that he over-valmes it, think will be shortly 
seen — he yet thought he was actinj; rightly. 

In conclusion, 1 beg to add, that unless I am 
better advised than at present, the measure that 
is to be brought forward next session shall be the 
same in 'principle, and tend t(f the. same object, 
and 1 trust in (ilod it may be under the same advan- 
tages, as the bill of this session. 

Tliu Hoti.so tlion dividctl, when there appeared — 

l‘'ur tile oriipnal niuthni ■ ■ • oS 

l^or Air. ('unniii^'s umcndinunt . Si}8 

Mnjtirity for MlnistiTS IhG 


DISSKNTKIVS' MAIIUIAGE BILL 
JliMi -joth, 1VJ7. 


On till** motion fAr tlio third rondipg of tlic DisAmters'* 
Marriago Bill — * , • • - • 

Sir Chaulks Wethkrklt. opposed the I)ijl, ijis fi inca- 
sit^c wliieh made marriage a mere civil contract, and placed 
ihc people of tliese cduntries, and of these times, iindef the 
revolutionary law of CroiiiweiUand of Petion. * Ih thought 
too, that any attempt to make marriage a ceremony which 
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iin9li4lx* arrang'd in a |M)licc office, would increase the 
number of clandestine inarrii^es. 

Mr. C-aknis'u* said, that tlie diirercnt objections which 
liad been made by the difiereiit objectors were of such a 
nature, that they proved to him that the objectors were all 
agreed as to the ])rinci|ile of tlie measure. The argu- 
ments of the honourable and Ii^arneil gentleman (Sir 
fUiarles Welherall) were the most unfair he had ever 
heard used, and were )Rished more ad Unmliam tliaii he had 
ever known arguments |iushed. Thi'V Iiad been pushed so 
fur, that he (Mr. Canning) began to fivl alarmed, when 
he recollected that he bad been marrii^d, not indeed in 
;i tavern, but in a room, and mo.'it of tin* gentlemen who 
lieard him had probably liceii married in this way ; and tiu; 
same way was precisely the circiimsibnee which, ac*eordi»g 
to the honourable gentleinairs arguments, viiiati'd mar- 
riage. Jlut the honourable gentleman said they were 
married by licence. Ibit a marriage by lieeiiee was a piir- 
cliascd piarringc, and he was astonished t(» hear the 
honourabje gc'iukMnan, who was the gri^al enemy of Koine, 
arguing that the ricii, who'were able to ]nirelia.se the right 
to marry, wen* at liberty to do so, while tliosi* who, 
» not being rieh, coiiiraetL*d murnrage in any other place 
than a church, were uiiwortliy of tlie protection of the 
liCgisIature. Such arguments were only calculated to 
cxmiirin honourable members in the support they were 
ulreaejy disposed to give the bill. If be (Mr. Canning) 
were then to vote agginst the bill, anW if that*ivote were 
fatal <to riic'measiirV, tlii.s jnucli litigated subjc*ct would I)e 
agaimhur.g ^up till another session, and the parties w'ould 
Lbeii again have to run the gauntlet of all sucli objectilfins 
as li|td been then stateni, and wbicif might again end in 
\K!ing fatal to the measure. .If the* bill passed and w/'iit to 
the other House, he was satisfied that the principle *of the 
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I)ill would meet sanction of authoritjes, both Ic-g^l aiui 
ecclesiastical, of the liigliest (jtnisiderutioii. lie knew that 
ill sciidiiicr it to that ] louse*, it would not bo met by an 
indiscriminate o])positiun ; but if there were on one side 
great learning, and talents, and piety opposed to it, there 
were on the other side great talents, piety, and learning to 
liriiig forward its merits, lie felt, in giving his vole fur 
the measure, he was voting under the protection of not the 
least respectable and ])rcpoiid(*rating part of the church of 
Uiigiand ; and in giving his vote, he voted under no apjire- 
hciision of tlic ivsiilu 

'I'lic bill was then read a third time and passinl. 


('C)R\ AMKNDMKNT JWI.L 
JUNK ‘Jlst, lsJ7. 


Sir K. KN'ATeiiiin.i, said, that he lielievcd the principle 
of. this bill had the saiietion of liord Liver])ool ; but 
although it was urged on his authority, hiMioiibted whether 
its details ever received the apjirobation of that noble lord. 

Mr. ('annino* assured the honourable baronet^^ that 
not only *the principle of (be bill,, but all the details, 
had beep attentively coiisideird, and coinplL^'ly^ a[i- 
proved by Lord LiverjKiol, with the sing|e tf*xcrptioii 
one clause, res|K*ctiiig opr commercial interc;oiirsQ 
with other countries.* lie meant that which was c^^Iled 
the Ueciprucity Clause. His noble friend was tha. 
roughhy ac(|uainted with every part of the measure. The 
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spcccl} with which he (Mr. Canning]^ liad opened the 
({iicstioii oil introducing tliv late bill, was sjioken, in 
fact, fnmi a meinoraiiduni written liy I^ord liiverjHMih 
as from a brief, and only ainplilied for the jnirjKise of 
fuller ex])lanalion. The honoiirahlu baronet seemed to 
entertain some doubt with rosiiect to the pri(!e having 
Ikh?ii fixed by Lord LLver)Kx>l. lie could assure the ho- 
nourable baronet, that the fixing of the price of (iO-v. was 
his noble friend’s original, own, individual profiosition. lie 
drew a different inference from the conversation which the 
honourable baronet had with his noble friend on tlie siiliject ; 
tTiid he knew, too, that his noble friend had drawn a diUereiit 
inference from it. liOrd I/iver|KM)l c(Ttainlv understiMid, 
from what had passed between him and the lioiiourable 
Iini'onet, that the bill would meet with a very limited oi>Im>- 
sitioii, at least in that ITou.S(\ Ills noI)le friend had told 
him (Mr. C\) the siilistance of the conviTsation, soon after 
it had taken place. ^ 1 1 is noble friend had stated to liini, that 
having i]iet the honourable baronet in Kent, be had men- 
tioned thy price «of (iO.y. and that the honourabli* biurmiet 
had answered as lit liad tlial' evening related, that with 
that ]iriee he would lie contented, looking upwards rather 
• than downwards. It was nut ii.ressarv fo*" him (Mr. 
Canning) to siy that this exprebsion had been iiiisunder- 
stoud ; for as to its jserfecl accuracy he eoiilil have 
no doubt, liecaiise the honourable baronet bad repeated 
it in jirecisely the sjiine words as Lord Liverpool. Ills 
noble friend had repoj-tcil it to him, as"tlio foundation of a 
hope •that he shouVl get Jtlic bill through the llousc of 
Commoiit^ ivitli less dillieulty than lie had expected. If 
tjiere were any otlier points on wdiicli the lionuiirthilo 
baronet had any doubt as to ilic entirt concurrence of Lord 
Liverpool in -this measure, hg was ready to give hicn the 
most satisfactory explanation. * 



COUN AAIKXPMEXT BILL. 


317 


With respect to what the honoiirahle baronet had said 
regarding the duly .he owed the agrieultural interest, 
he would iiieil the lionoiirable baronet's ])rof'e.««sionK 
with corrcsiKMiding professions. He assured him that 
lie felt' as diH^jdy as the honourable linronet iHuild, the 
diflicuities on both sides of the (|uestion ; and lliat eoii- 
sideratioii was due to the })o^5il)le siiiliTings of the 
agriculturni population, as well as to tni* fwuetical siif!ering.s 
of the nianufaeturiiig classes. He could not refrain from 
doing the niaiiuriicturiiig classes the justice of saying, that 
under all the pri\ations which they had lately endured, 
they luid manifested an cseiiiplary spirit. During no pre- 
vious ]ierjod of real or apprehended suffering, li.id that 
House been so little vcved uith iniporlunate appllcatioii.s. 
He trusted this condi.vt Wiudd he b(»rne in mind by Parlia- 
incut, and met by a coiTe>poii(rnig feeling on their part; and 
that, wliatever might iu* thei.ssue of their labours, which he 
hoped wouTd not be friiitles.s at least they would nrom- 

iiienci* the coii.siileratuin of the cpiestion next session with 

■ « 

iniiKl.s unbiassed. lie trusted tliat the discussions would 
be conducted with temperance, «iid that on a snhject of s(» 
deep and vital iin])ortance, no angry ])ii.ssions would be 
excited. There was oiv point hiore to which he would , 
advert before he concluded. The lioiioiiralde baronet 
seemed to anticipate, tliat if the jirice of corn should fall 
below the nssunied jHiiiit of protection, under the operation 
of this measure, the House would he bound to rt'coiisider 

i| 

its steps. .Tlie^ honourable baronet should recoiled, 'that 

wlieii the late bil^ was brou^^bt in, ^lie price, of , com 

was con.siderably Iielow ()0.v. If next year it be 

wlf£re it was when that bill was intruiluc.ed, or even though 

\l should be highei*, it would be still below the point 

above which the honourable baronet wi.slied to, see it raised* 

* . ■ > 

The price of wheat that cxisteil on tlie very day that he 
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(Mr.^ Canning) ofKSied tin* bill, was bctw'ocn Sti*. niiil 
54tf. It would bo pruiHTf thcrofvro, lo iiiousuru, not 
from ()U«. but from whut tliu price wa.s wliun tlio bill 
origiiiiitud. 

The House thou nTSolvisl itsi'lf into a coiiimittoc on llio 
bill, which ftussisl tlinnigli its siToral stages, and was 
subsiH|iiontly taken I'lp to the lloiisi* of Lords, where it was 
agreed to, after which it rm'ivetl the Jloy.d assent and 
]v.issed into a law. 


SL\K(M,'UK.S l.N SCOTL.WD. 


JUNK 2!)tli, 1S2S. 


l^ta. (’ANN'iNr.* s]M)ke fur the last tinn* in l*urHuineiit 
this eveiung, in n.'ply to *i ipu’slion from jVFr. Wood, the 
member for I’reston, who rripiestcd to know what was 
iiiteiidi'd to 1 n! done by ( ioveriini^nt rintp-ctiiig a siiieciin' 
place of considerable value, (Lord Kec|K'r of the Great Seal 
of Scotland), whicli had been niviitly become vaiuint by the 
death of the Duke of Gordon. It was the intention of 
Government, he (Mr. C.) boggl'd to inform the honourable 
nieiT.bor, res]H.-cli:ig the regulation of the ullice idhidi>d to 
by liim, to. follow. the rmnimieiiduliun of a committee 'a|>- 
pointc(|[.’'i 1817, to report ii]N>n the course exjxKlieiit to 
pursue upon the occurrence of vacancies in certain places. 
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INTIIODI’CTION. 

I\ tlio oricrinal plan of tills ^vork, it was not intended to 
include nioiv than tlie Parliamentary Speeches of AIu. Can- 
N'lxi;. Tlie desire, Imwever, of rendering tlie jircsenl 
publication u coinjileti* as well as faithful record of the 
eloi|iieiice and statesinunlilvc views of Mu. Caxnixc, has 
induced tiu; l^litor to introduce into tiuse voIuini.\s his 
principal speeches at LiveijMiol, and t>n various other 
piildie occasions. At tlie four eh'Ctions at J/iverpool— - 
l.SlfJ, 181(5, ISIS, 1820 — Air. Caiiiiiiie: ‘spoke at the close 
of each day of the contests, :ts well as at several eiiUVtnin- 
ineiits given to him hy his j;-oiistitiietits^. His speech at the 
public dinner in honour of his i\>-eleetion, in the Alusic 
Hall, 1820, is coiisiden'd to contain the best argimieiil that 
has ever bei*ii pronounced against Parliamentary Iteform ; 
and it is esteemed by many very competent criiies, to 
surpass, both in power of elr.i|iienee and of argument, any 
speech which he evrr delivered, either iti or out of Parlia- 
ment. The following Speeelies abound in. new l)eaulie*s for 
the display of wInV.h, tlie occasions iiy wliicli they were 
S]H)ken afforded more suitable scojie and opporti^tjnhy than 
th^'fomis and practice of Parliamentary dihatc usually 
admit. These .s|ieecjies are |jerfiM*t moileJs of popular 
eloquence.— E D rro 11. 
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SPEECH 

AT LIVERPOOL, after HAVINT. IIEKN rilATIlEn, ON SATUUUAY, 
THE 17 th of OCTOJJIUI, ISl'i. 

Gentlemen, 

I congratiilati* you on your /inal siuwss; fur it is your 
victory, and not iniiir. ^riic contest lias lieen a contest of 
principles, not of persons; alliioiigli 1 sliould 1)(‘lie my own 
feelings if I were not to eoidess, that, to the latest hour of 
my life, I shall he proud that the haitle has been fought in 
m3' person, and that 1113' name hasheiai associated with your 
exertions, and illustrated by your triumph. You, gentle- 
men, have done me the honour to select me, not, undoii])t- 
cdK', for any individual merits of 1113' own, fl know that 1 
can pretend to noiu*,) hut in order that, hv returning me 
to represe!it 3’oiir ripinions in Parlianient, 3'ou might vindi- 
cate the fn'odoni of your choice, the lo3'alty of 3'oiir princi- 
ples, and the consistency cjf 3'oiir character. 

*' Gentlemen, I wish that those fiKM>rists of reform, who 
think nothing right in the jiractiec of our ('onstitiitibn, 
could witne.ss the scene which I have now the <lelight to 
survey ; those who pre.sume that eveiy )K>pular feeling must 
belo(^g to them.s(dves alone; who imagine that a zealous 
and ardent exerci.^e at fxipular rights, , and an enthusiastic 
exprt^ssion of popular si>nt{nient.s, arc incompatible with an 
eciuull^' efitluisiastic attachment to all the monarchical p'jn- 
dples of the Ouistitution, When will such men learn, that 
.what they call exclusively fiopidar ])rinciples arc not the 
priiicipleli of the people ? Can they look this day dt the 
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|)e:uH'fuI Lriiini])li of I jvi-iimmiL as ilioy havi* liMikiHl j|or llu* 
last tlinv ycar.-i at tlic and blnody slrii^^lcs <»f 

Spaiiu and yrt doid)t tlie nfi^ihility id* a ri>inbinatii>ii of all 
that is national in IV'oIiliir, with all that is loyal in pniiriplc; 
of a spirit of doiniHTaiy snllicinit to ^ivr fiiiT^y to a slate, 
with a tlevotedness to nioiiaivhy siiHicieiit to seiaire its i:oii- 
MTvalion ? 

(Teiitlfineiu soiiK' pirsoiis have endeavoured to ])er.siinde 
you, that in (^iviiii;' your Minra;ri*s to a man w!io has been 
the linilbrin supporter of a war, glorious in itself, Init only 
«;lorioiis inasinueh as il is necessary and unavoidable, you 
arc* deS-rriiii^ tlie dav of peace, ^^)rtunatl•l\^ for the clear 
understanding of such reasoiiin_i>:s, they have sonietiiiies 
been coupled with prophecy. Let us compare, when' we 
have an op|M)rHinily, *what has h:ippi‘ni‘d with what was 
foretold : and tlk'ii juili-'e wh.it wei^^lu (o |h> assigned U> 
the same n‘asonin;>'> in future. 

'I’he honourable e-4*utleiiian (Mr. I>rou;;Iiam) who left 
your hiistinL;;s yisterday, (of whom, as an individual^ I Iiave 
spoken, and mean to >|)eak with the utmo«i respect,) on or 
about, the Kith of la^t durfe, proposed, in the House ol^ 
(*omnions, a speciiie eoneession to America; and pledged 
liimself, that, if that concession wi*re marie, peace would be 
preserved nr reritonal. Hy a siniridar coineideiiee, on i>r 
about the same day on which that motion w.is made, the 
deelarutlon of war by America ai^ainst (treat Dritain pas.sed 
the Senate of the ITnited Slates. O! but the coiiei^'ssion 
was to lie:J afl. The Ministers, whether swayed lA' the 
honourable "entlein.an's elo(|ueni;e, or pJlrtici paring' in bis 
c\}KTtations, I know not, gave way ; :md the cvi.%^sion 
waii^inade. (..'oiilideiit, from this triumph, as might ^latii-.. 
njly be ex])e(;ted, the honourable gentleman, t'lie jirophetof 
American reconciliation, ])re.sciit^ himself 1 1 oiigliL leather to 
siiy, is presented, by some among you) tci be chosen us your 
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n?pres.>iilalivc in l\a'Iiainciit. Yesterday he left your town, 
disnp|)ointed of this lumoiirrhle uhject : and, by anotliei 
singular coincideiuv, the defeat «>f the proplu-ey upon whieh 
his exju'Ctations were founded, is made known lieiv on tin* 
very day of the di»feat of those c*xpeetations. Tor, yesler- 
day% the deelaratioiu tlie tarily deelaraiion of war by this 
coiinirv against Ameriea, arrives here; and tells us, in 
terms too plain to be misunderstood, that to seek peace 
through hiiiniliaiion, is a course neither of honour nor of 
advantage. 

It has been further attempted to deter you from the 
choice, which yon have done me tlie honour to nu.ke, by 
saying that T had been in office, and am likely to be in 
office again. I have been in ofliec. How soon, if ever I 
may be in <iffiee again, I lit itlier know, nor do I very imieli 
can*, for any oilier reason than as it might afford megri\'iler 
opiKirtiinities of promoting the interests of the country, of 
wliich your interests eoiislitute so essential a pari. 

JUitf gentlemen, what is meant by this imputation? 
Are then who urge it so little nvid in llie principles, die 
deniocratical priiiei])lo.s, oi the Ib-iti^h (/oiistitntion, as not 
to know thal it is onetif the {K*eidiar boasts of this country, 
one of the prime fruits of its free <.'onstitiition, anti one main 
seeiirity for its ctmtinning free, that men as linmbliL* as 
myself, with no ]iretcnsioiis of wealth, or title, or high 
family, or wide-spreading eonneclions, may yet find their 
wav. into tlie eahiiiet of tlieir Sovereign, through the fair 
roaiT of jinblic. serviee, and siand there npi>j] .i fooling of 
equality with the proudest aristwracyOf the land? 

iT'it frcini courtiers of tlu* jieople, from admirers ot 
repibliean virtue anil rejniblican energy, that we hear\l(K- 
trfnes which would tend to exclude frtaii ihc nianageimait 
of public aflsiirs all who-an* not illustrious by birth, or 
powerful from hereditary opulence ? Why, geiitfemeii, in 







this limited iiionarcliy, there are iiiidc>ul)t(*d)y crontji'sts for 
contests which, agitate^ the eloineiits of the Constitu- 
tion, and which kec)) them alive and active, without endan- 
gering the C*onstitiilifkii itself. A rejiuhlic is nothing hut 
one continual struggle for oflice in every department of the 
state. 

Mad, indeed, and desperate would be the reform which 
should exclude from the House of ('ominous, as some igno- 
rant theorists advise, every man who has |)i)ssessed, or who 
pissesses ollici' : .se))arutiiig then-hy the service of the CiDwn 
from that of the])eople; as if they wiav not identified in 
liiteritst, and inutually <l(*peiidaiit on each other. 

(Sentleiiien, if 1 have lu'ld ofliee, I hope 1 liave hi-lil it 

honourably: 1 will never hold it again hut on the same 

terms. It is not my fault that I luiisi state facts, in iny own 

defence, which might apiKMr to Ik* stall'd ostentatiously; hut 

I mean them simply iis defensive. It is entirely my own fault, 

geiitleinen, that I am not now addressing you whli the 

seals of Secretary of St.ite in my |:ocket. 'rwici;, in the 

course of tin* last six inontli>, have tin* seals of the idiice i»r 

Secretary of State been ternlervd to ?ny acceptance; and 

twice have I declined them. Is this like hankeringufter ollice.^ 

1 deeJined them, not heeause I was unwilling to render* 

any .services of which iiiy fuMir abilities were capable to my 

country ; not because I did not acknowledge, with all due 

gratitude and luiniility,* the' gracious disposition of iny 

Prince; not hLrau.se I .shrink from the difliciilties of the 

times, to « the* eiieotinteriiig and ovirconiing of whicli 1 

should fei.'i myself^ from the ]iuhlie situation *iin which 1 

have had the' honour to stand, bimiid to n‘nder.'«.^^lever 

* 

aiu was in my [Miwer, if I could do so with etlect, hy'*df>irig 

with credit. I defined ollice', genllenuauliecause it^was 
tendered to me on ti'i'ins not consistent, as I thought, and as 
niy inuiicdiato friends agreed in thinking, whh iny )Jcrsonul 
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liiiiiniif; boc.'iiisi^ if .-lavplrcl on siidi tti'ins, il would not. 
i*iial»U‘(1 nn‘ to scrvi* the |iiililic with I'nii-iciii'y. 

(iuiitli'inrii, 1 |)ivsiinK' not to trouhio you willi :i)iy do1:iiIs 
upon this Mihjcrt ; hut wlnii F h;ivo s*jiti‘d, and what. In 
hHfiri; thr world, is, I ho|K‘, sidliriL'iit to justify iiu* 
thr iimisatioLi of hanki'i'in^r .-iftiT oiliiv. Whi'tluT you will 
I'ViT M-r nu' ill ol1iri\a^aiii, I cannot tell ; hut of this I r;ui 
assure you, that it shall not he in a way dishonoiirahle to 
myself or to you. I dare in»t, indeed, ivchcai u]Hin the eon- 
tinuanee of sueh unnierited partiality and adirtion as you 
now so kindiv heap upon me: hut this F enii answer for, 
that neither in nor out of ollure, shall you have eaiis'e to he 
ashamed of me. 

(ieiuk'HieiK I stated to you, two ni_i:;lits a;^o, my opinion 
of the eoiuluet of my ailxiTsary, Mr. I5rou^ham, iiMlet«*r- 
miniii;r, at that time, not to (krline the contest. 1 tolil you, 
that I thought he could not do otherwise* than act upon the 
opinions and peraiasitiiis of his friends; aiitl dial he had 
espkuited his motives with the utmost eaiidour and fairness. 
F think !-.o still. F nuself know nothing to the eontrarv. 
FFiit I have certainly heard, that speeches delivered jn ano- 
ther place were very ddlerciil, indeed, from tliosi* which 
were delivered at the huMiii;;s. ‘And, while 1 he^ not to 
he iindersiood as intendin'; to^ive any colour of mv own to 
expressions which T did not hear, and cainiol voiicli for, 
there is one topie, which is represented asliavin^ inadccoti-- 
sidjLvalile im|)ression, whieh F owe it to the^dovernmeiit «>f 
the country (lioweviT nivself uiicoiniectcii with it) not to 
.siiflor tj) pass iiiinoticech 'Fhe clcclaratioii of war aj^ainst 
Ainirica Iwis, as I am iiiforiiiiHl, hwii stated to have hccri 
delayed by \he (Jovermneiit of this cuniiitry fin* the sidv#*. of 
sweejiin^ into the royal chest a large sum of the Droiwof 
Adiiiii*a1ty;i to 1)e disposcxl of at the jdcasiirc of jMinisters, 
for purposes of prodigality and corruption, (ic^litlcinen, 
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I would Ifiiii iH'lk'vc* iliiii. this assiTtioii caiiiiot have hc.*c-ii 
inadr. An accoiinl of tin* distrilnition of tin? Droits of Acl- 
iiiiralty lias, as is wi-ll kiiowiK Inni sulnnitlrtl to tin* Iloii.^c* 
*il (\Miiinnns tiu* last fw«) yi*ars; and, siiivly, to allrilnito a 
iiirasiiiv ol |K'aci' or war to a ilcsiro on llii' ]i.irt of (iowrii- 
iiii'iit to dis;i|)|)ointnK‘iit our own captors, for tIu* sake of 
;;i*lliii^ po>scssioii of a sum, of wiiicli the disposal is, after 
all, to In* made puhlic, is toattrihute niotivivs not only alto- 
gether unworthy, hut utterly iiiade(|uate atid absurd. 

I say tills the ratiier, becaiix* I iiiiisi fairly own, tliat, 
iliflerin^ as I do entiri'ly as to the causes to which tiu* di-lay 
is to^lie attributed, I am iuermed to a^ree that the de- 
claration of war against America has beiai d(‘1ayed tcMi 
lony:- Whi-n all hopes of preserving ])cace were \anislie(l, 
nothing remained, in Jiiy opinion, for this (iovernment but 
prompt and vigorous war. It was the only course beeoinin;^ 
this ^li'at country. It would hav4‘ alfordi'd the best chance 
of brinirini/ the American Government to their senses. 

'J1ie opinions which I now express are in unison with 
those which I t4uik the liberty of expressiji^- in my place in 
Parliament, when that coriwssion wa® a^reiMl to by ihij 
Ministers, at Mr, Hn)iij;;lianrssu^^eMion, upon i!ie stivh^^tli 
of which Mr. Krou^hamjias been* pri'^eiiled to your choice. 

I then ventured to state my doubts, whether that conces- 
sion would ])ropiliate America ; whetlu‘i it would not rather 
tend to confirm the liostiK* policy of that (lOviTunienl, and 
Lo enhance its )>retensions. In fact, how is it tlial oiir con- 
cession has lu-en iiietF.^ lly recipnK*al conu ssicMi, by vlftiied 
pride, assuai'i'd malice, and returning ^ofnl-will . No such 
thiii;r. They have risen in their terms, as um. >onable 
ci»/icessioii will always induce and eiicourai^* an unreason- 
ajilc etiemy to do. 

Gentlemen, you set* that 1 .'-jH'ak t(» yam as freely of "llu- 
conduct and policy of our (ioverimieiil as of the eonduet of 





tlio.si‘ K) wlioiii I iiin )M>Iiucally oppose^. To one tnaii, 
wliili* !»i‘ lived, I was clevcite<r.witli all niy heart and with all 
my soul. Since the deatli iif Mr. Vilt, 1 aeknowleilf^e no 
leader. My ]X)litienl allegiance lies buried in his grave. 
lUit 1 have, tluuigh not. liis iininediatc eoiinsc'Is to follow, 
his ineniory to elurish and revert*. So far as I knew liis 
ttpinioii.'’, on sidy eels which were, in his time, as well a.sno\v, 
of great public interest, I have adhered and shall adhere to 
tlio.se o])inions as the giiidesof iny public conduct. Where 
1 can only reason from analogy on new <.|uestioiis wliicli 
may arise, 1 sliali endeavour to apply to ih.ose questions, 
wJialeviT they may be, the priiiei])les whieli I imbilud and 
iiiiierit IVoni him; ])rinci pies which, T well know, have alone 
recommended me !o your elioice this day- 

()F the cause oFgood governmeiil, in whatever bands the 
administratniii oF (iovernment maybe ple.eed, even if in the 
hands oF those to whom I have Ixuai |iolilieally oppe^sed, I 
shall always be a fiiilliful and sicMily supporter. Ihit I do 
not p!ed?.;c myselF to you, I will never pledge myself to any 
man, to K* the hiind and sub^Tvient sii])porter of the Ad- 
ini iiist rat ion in any h.aiuls whatever. My general disp*>sition 
is to support the (hiver|iinent. What 1. tind amiss, Inw- 
ever, I mIkiII blame with frLSsloiii', though 1 will not do so 
with any intetition to excite discontent, nor at the liazaAl 
of mischief to tlie country. 

(b'ntlemen,iF Idid not retain the independence oF niy own 
judgMie'it III tlie l louse of (Commons, I shopld he but an 
unworthy rcpreseiUu^ive of the indepiauleiit and hnliglitened 
comhmnity wliicli sends ihe tliithcr. It may hapjien, tliat 
yoiir''j*tdg»iciit may occasionally come in conilict witlj my 
* own. Men pF indepi ndent niiiuls may honestly difle^^on 
^ subjects wincli admit of a variety of views. In all siitli 
cast's, T ))niinise you, not* indeed wlioliy to -submit my 
judgment to yours ; you would despise me if I lAade so 
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oxlravjigiint a profission : lint I jironiise you that any 
cliflhmiivof o|iinii>ii l)i‘t wcoiw us will always Irad me* to dis- 
trust my own views, c-;uvrully to examiius and, if ernincMnis, 
frankly to convi-t tlMiu. (leiitleiiieii, our jud^^iiiciits may 
clash, bur our interest never: no interests of mine shall ever 
eoiiie in coni|ieti(ion with vniirs. 1 |iroinise you further, 
that, liopin*}:, I earnestly do, that the eotiiiection, of 
which iheToundaiioii is this day auspiciously laid, may last 
to the end of iiiy iioiiiical life-- -yet if, iin fortunately, occu- 
sioiis slioidd cK'CLir, (I eaiiiiot foresee or iina;;ine any such,) 
on which there should arise hi.-twcen us, on ]>oiiits of serious 
iin|io 4 'taiice, a radical and irrecoiicilahle difference of opinion, 
1 will not abuse my trust, luit will (rive you the earliest 
opportunily of recallin*^ «ir nronsidering your delegation 
of it- 

( baitlemeii, with the most heartfelt «*ickiiow'ledgmeiit ; 
with fci’lings of gratitude which words an* too weak to 
etinvey, and of pride, which 1 dare not trust myself witli 
exjiivssiiig; with a sense of the lioiioiir which you have 
conferred upon me, less gratifying only than my sense of 
the kindness with which you Jiave ti^erwlielnu-d me ; wifh 
scntmieiits such as till this day I never knew, hut which I 
shall recollect with deli«rht iiiitirthe latest hour of mv life, 
I t^ke iijy li*ave of you for the pn-seiu ; ]»raying that ]*ro- 
videiice may s<i direct my conduct as never to give you 
caiist*, in your belter jiUlgnieiit, to look back with regret 
upon the choice which you have made. 
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SPEECH ^ 

JN MONDAY, TIIK IOtII OK JANKAIIV, |S| 1, AT TllK I,IVKm*(»ol 
AKMS nOTKL, AI-TEll IIIS IIKALTII MAI) hl'.l-N DllUAK. 


(iKSTLEMHN, 

An your piu'st, I lliaiik y«Mi* iVosn niy Isi'art, for ilu* 
honourable anil aHectionate rm-|)ti«)n wliieh you h.ive |^ivi-n 
me. As the re|iresenl alive of laviTjiooL I am iiionI happy 
in meelin^ my eonslitiienls a<;;ainy after a yiar's experiemv 
of eaeh other, aiul a year\s separation ; a year, ihc most, 
evi'iitful in tlie annals of the worUK and eoiiipriNini*', within 
itself, siieh a series of stupendous ehan*;es as mi<;lit liave 
filled tin; history of an at;e. 

(ienlleiiieii, yoir have been so ijood as toeon|)l.‘ with, my 
name^theex|jressionof your aekiiow ledi^ments for the allen- 
t,ion whiell I have p:^id to the iiK'Ti'stsof ymir town. You, 
^enlleiiii'ii, I have no doubt, recollect the terms upon which 
I eiiten-d into v*Mir servui* ; and von are aware, tluirelbn*, 
that I claim no particular acknowledgment at your liands 
for atti’iition to the interests of Li\ erp(H)l, implicated as they 
are with the general interests of *die country. 1 tru.-^t, at 
the same time, that I have nut heeii wanting to all or to any 
of vtnV in matters of loeal iir individual concern. Ihit. I 
should not <lo faHv hv voii, if I w^av not to lake this 

* t" 

«»pport^ty of savin;;;, that a service (wliich certiTinly, I 
will not pretend to di'seribe as without some hurdeA^ii 
itself) has beiM made li^ht to me, hi^rond all e.xample, by 
tliat'instituticm wliich your munificence and provident care 
have established : 1 mean, tlie oHice in laiiidon, lltmii,i;;h 
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which your corrcs]KiiiiIcnce with your iiionibcrs is now car- 
riccl on. 1 h;ul nojirctcnsum, f;cntlcniciu to t]iis singular 
mark of your consiclcration : but nrilhiT will it, I hope, 
be thoiighl |)reMun|fluous in me to confess, tliat I might 
not have bi-en able to discliarge the service wljicli I owe 
you in a' way which would have satisfied my <»wn feelings 
as well as yours- that I might, in spite of all my endea- 
vours, li.iVe been giiilly of cK*casio'.tal omissions, if I hail 
not been ]Tovided \\itli some siicli medium of comniiiiiica- 
tion with my constituents. Of an absi^nt and meritorious 
indixidual it is as pleasing as it is just to speak wi'll : anil 
I do^no more than justice to the gentleman (Mr. John 
llackhouse) whom you have appointed to conduct the ollice 
in f|uestion, (with whom I had no previous ac(|uainlance,) 
in lieariiig public ts'slimoiiy to liis merit, and in assuring 
you, that it would be diflicult to find any one who would 
surpass him in /eal, intelligenee, and industry. 

navingMispalehed what it was necessary for me to say 
on these points, I know, geiilkiiien, tliat it is your wish, 
and I lei.'l it to be my duty, that I slioukl now proceed to 
conniiunicate to you my ^nailiiiieiits i^ii the state of ])ub|jc 
allaifs, with the same frankness which lias hitherto diMin- 
giiislied all our iiilercoiirse with t'acli oilier. Thai duty is^ 
one wliieli it doi's not now reipiire any iJfort of courage to 
perform. To exiiort to sacriliees, to stimulate to exertion, 
to slianie despondency, to divert from iiiuiniely concesMon, 
is a duty uf n sterner sort, which you found me not back- 
ward to discharge, tal a jKTiod when, from the slior(ii^ss of 
our aeqiiaiiitance, • I wiis iiiuvrtaiii whether \tiy freedom 
might not olleiid you. Aly tasfc of lo-d:iy is oiu^ ..■it.^which 
n^ 'man can take offence. It is to mingle iny coiigratuliW 
tion.s with your rtjoidngs on the events whll’li have passed 
and afe passing in the world. ^ • 

If'jii cuiitciiipluliiig cveiils 'sq widely (I had almost .siiid 
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so tremendously) important, it be {pardonable to turn one’s 
view, for a moment, to loc.*il and ]iarLial*consideration», 1 
may be {U'rniittod to observe, that, wliile to (jrreat Britain, 
while to all l^urojK', while to the world and to posterity, the 
events which have recently taken {)Iace are matter of un- 
Ixpuiided and universal joy, there is no collection of indi- 
viduals who are better entitled than the coni})any now 
asscsnbled in this room (in {^eal |iart, I presume, iden- 
tically tim same, and altO|j;ether representiiijr the same in- 
leTests and feelings as that of which 1 took leave, in this 
room, about fourteen months ago) to exult in the ])reseut 
suite of things, and to derive from it, in addition to their 
share of the general joy, a distinct and special satisfic- 
tioii. 

We cannot forget, gi*TitIeincii, lltp sinister onu^ns and 
awful predictions iiiidor which wo met and ])arted in Octo- 
ber, 18122. Tile {K'nahy denuunml u|M>n you for your 
election of me was, embarrassment to the rieli, :iiid famine 
to the {XKir. 1 was warnul, that, when 1 should return to 
renew* my acquaintance with my constituents, I should iiiid 
t]pc grass Rowing iq your streii^s. In spite of that denun- 
ciation, you did mo the honour to elect me ; in spite in that 
. warning, I venture to meet you Jierc again. It must be 
fairly confessed, that this is not tlio season of tiio year to 
estimate correctly the amount of superiliious and unprofit- 
able vegetation with which your ^.streets may Ik* teeming ; 
but, without {iresuniing to limit the power of productive 
iiatid'4 it is at least satisfactory to know, tiiat the Helds 
have not })<en starved to clothe your quays with verdure; 
that if^jnot by econonii/ing in the scantiness of 'the liar- 
vest that nature has reserved Ikt vigour for the pastur^^of 
your Exchangb. 

' iSut, gentlemen, 1 am sure you feel with me, that these 
arc topics wliich 1 treat w^tti levity only because the} arc 
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not, nor wore, at^thc time when they were acriouslj; iirgeil, 
siisccptil)lo of IX serious arpJLiinent; tlu-y dul not furnish 
j^roiinds on which any man would rest his ap])eal to your 
favour, or on wliich your choice of any man could be jus- 
tified. If I Jiave coivleseended to revert lo tliem at all, it is 
because 1 wtuild leave none of those recollections untouched 
wliich the coin]ianso!i of our l^i^t meeting with the present, 
I know, suggi-sis to your minds as well as to iny own ; and 
because 1 would, so far as in me lies, e?ideavour lo banish 
from all fuliiiv use, by exj) 0 ‘ing their absurdity, topics 
which are ealoiilaled only to niislcad and to inllanie. That 
the ^«'asons would have run their ap{M)iiitid course', that the 
sun would have shone with as genial a warmth, and the 
bliowers would have fallen with as fiTtiliziiig a moisture, if 
you had not chosi^i Ine for your representative, is an itd- 
misslon which 1 make, wilhoiit miic!i ajiprelKnsion (»f the 
conseejuenee. Nor do 1 wish you to believe, that your 
clioiee of any other than me would have delayed the retiim 
of your prosjierily, or previ*uU*il the revival of your com- 
merce. • 

1 make these adinissioilA without fi«ar, so far as concerns 
the choice between individuals, lint 1 do not admit, that 
it was rc|iially imlifreritit upon what principles that choic? 
should be di'iermined. 1 do not admit, that, if the priii- 
eiples wliich it was then reaaniiiended to you to countenance 
hud unfortunately prevailed in rarlianient, and, through 
the authority of Farliamcnt, had been introduced into 
the coLflisels of flic country, they .would not have inter- 
fered with fatal ojKTation, not. indet^d* to arrcst-tlie jHiiiiity 
of Vrovi(lene(*, to turn liuck the course of the and 

yto blast the fertility of the earth, but lo stop that current ot 
• political events wlficli, taken at the Hood,” has placed 
England. at the head of the ngprld. • 

Qciitleinen, if i had met you here again on this day in a 
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slate of public affairs as cloii])lful as tlial in uliirli we took 
leave of cadi Ollier ; if cuiifeckTated nations had been still 
arrayeil against this euuntry, and the balance of Kiirope 
still trembling in the si'ale, I should nAL have hesitated now, 
as I did not hesitate then, to declare iny decided and unal- 
terable opinion, that perseverance, under whatever dillicul- 
ties, under wliatever privations, afforded the* only diaiice of 
]>rosj)erily to you, liecAiise the only chance of sali^y to yinir 
country; and the only chance of safely to the country, 
because the only chance of deliverann; to liiirope. (ieii- 
tleineii, I should be ashamed to address you now in the 
tone of triuni|)h, if I hud not addressed you then in that 
of exhortalion. i should be asliaiiic‘d to appear before you 
shoiniii^ in the train of success, if I had not looki'd you in 
the face and eucoura;irvd you |o ]KitieiV'e under dillieulties. 
It isbecaifsi niy ac(|uniiitancu with you commenced in times 
of peril and enibarrnssiiieiit, and liecaiise I then neitluM* 
flattered nor deceived you, that I now not only oiler to you 
iny congratulations,* but put in iny claim to yours, on the 
cxtinclioii of tiiat iHTil, on the tcrniiiialiiai of that eiiihar- 
r^ssmetit, and on tin* glorious k^siie to which (‘Xertion and 
eiidiiraiKv h.ive hroiioht that great struggle in whicirour 
Jidiiiiiir and our happiness were invojvetl. 

(ieiitleiiien, during the conivc of a ]ioiilical life, nearly 
coeval with tb.e eommeneeiiieiir of the war, 1 have never 
given one vote, I have never ntli'ro;l one seiitiiiu'nt, wliich 
liad not for its uhject the coiisiinimation now ha])]iily within 
oiir viejv- • ► * , 

I am no{ ^shainecl) and it is not impliMsing or improlil- 
able. t^Ufk hack upon the dangers which we have' pa^sed, 
and to c«)nipure them with the siviie which now lies hefoi^ 
us. AVe iK'hold a country, inferior in |)opidatioii to inost^ 
luT coiitiiieiiial neighlKuirs, but niiiltiplyiiig lier facidturs 
and resources by her own lurtivity and enterprise, l^y the 
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of lior Cf^nstitiition, :inil Iw lli«' "«mm 1 son of lior 
poopli*; wc holiold lioi\ af(o( standing up against a fonnid- 
al»lo foe, thrmi^liiiut a ooiitost^ in dio oinirsooF wliioli ovory 
oiK- of lur allu> aiK^ at tiinos, all of thoin to^othor, have 
faintod and^faiii'd naVi. Iiavi* hoon dri\oii to conil)iiio with 
tlir i‘iioiny airainsl lur —vo holiold lior, at this nioiiinit, 
rallying tlio nations of Kuro^o to ono point, and loading;' 
liit'iii Ui dooisivo vi«‘tory. 

If sill'll a pii'Hiro wi i'o incivly iho hri^hl vision of spocii- 
lalivo philosophy, if it werv ]ii'esoiitod to us in llio pa^o of 
tlio history of aiicii iit liiiu s^ it would stir and warm tho 
hoart. Hut, ir^.nilc.iiu.n, this country is our own ; and what 
imisi ho iho feelings which arise, on siioli a review, in the 
liosor.i of every son of that ooinitryi' What must he tlio 
foeliniC'^ <if n eoiuniOiiity siieh as I am now addressing, 
which constitutes no iiiMgniticaiit part ofllie sliviigth of the 
nation so descrihed ; which has suflerod largely in her pri- 
vations, and may hope to participate proportion:! I )ly in her 
rew.ird ? Wlial (I may he permilled to add) mpst^he tin* 
feelings of one who is chosi'ii to reprcscMl that eonmuinity, 
and who linils liiniseif iiV tluft honifiir:d)lo Malioii at the 
moment of triumph, only hocaiise he discountenanced 
despair ill the momeiil «f desiMiiideney ? * 

• I'roiii tlu^ coiitem|)latioii of a spectacle so mighty and 
magnificent as this, I should disdain to turn asiile to the 
controversies of ])arty. Of principles, however, it is»iinpos- 
sihle not to say .something ; luraiise our triumph wpiild he 
incoiiipli*te, and it.'f blessings might transient, if \t'e could 
lie led astray hy any sophistry ; if we could t'cThsei^, in a 
sort of conipromisi* of common joy, to forget oi* to misstate 
^4f)u* caiisi's from which that triumph lias sprung. All ()f 
• one iniiid, I trust* and Ik'licve we arc, in e\ultiijg at 
the, success of our country; all of one -iniiKl, 1 trust, 
we * now arc tliroiighoiit this land, in delorminiiig 
to |HT.sovere, if heed he, in strenuous oxertiuii to prti- 
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ki€cute,^and 1 ho}x>, to perfect tlie gre^it work s«> hap- 
pily in progress. But we know, thnjt there «*uv some of 
those who share must lieartily in tlie jniblic cxulliiiiiin, who 
yet ascribe cfl'ects, which happily c.'tiiiiot lie disputed, to 
causes which may jui^tly be denied. \o tejiderness for 
disap[M>inted prophecies, gentlemen, ought to induce us 
ihus to disconnect efTc^ct an<{ cause. It would lead to errors 
which might be dangerous, if unwarily adopted aiiTl generally 
rt-ci'ived. 

AVe have heard, for in.stance, that the war has now Ifec^n 
successful, because the princi]iles on which the war was 
underukeii liave been renounce<l ; that we ari*, at Ig’igth, 
blessed with victory, iRvausi* we have thrown away the 
banner under wliicli we entered into the contest; that the 
contest was eomiiienced with one set nf principli's, but that 
tlie issue lias been happily brought about by the adoption 
of another. Gentlemen, 1 know of no such change. If 
wc have suecmled, it luis not lieeii by the renunciation, but 
by the prosecution of our ])rinciples: if we have succeeded, 
it has not been by adojUiiig new maxims of policy, but by 
iiplioldiiig, under idl« varieties ol' diJiicuUy anil discourage- 
nieiil, old, estabrislicd, inviolable principles f»f conduct. 

• Wc are told, that this war lias, pf late, become a zcar of 
tJw and tliat, by the oixTution of that change; alone, 
the power of imperial France ha.s been baflled and overcome. 
Nations, it is seiid, have, at length, made common cause 
with, their soven?igns, in a contest whicli, heretofore, had 
been* a«coii test of 'sovereigns only. GLtitlemeii, the fact <if 
the (;/iaiige«niigIit be uilniitted, witlioift, therefore, uduiit- 
ing sirgumeut. It doc-s not follow, that the }KK)ple wito 
’ iioi at all times equally interested in tlie war, (as lliosi* \vl|^> 
think as 1 do*liavc always contended that they were.) be 4 
cause it piay. be and must b^; admitted, that the })eop]e, in 
many countries, were for a lime deluded. They who«argiie 
against us, say, that jarring interests have been reconciled. 
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We say, that gni)ss delusions have Iwcii roinovciU Uoth 
admit the fact, thsd sovorl-igiis and their people arc 
identiried. lUit it is for them who contend that this has 
l)eeii etfeeied 1)\ change of ftrineiples, to sjurify the change. 
What change of prinei))lcs or of government has taken 
])laee among tlie nations of Kun»pe? AVe are the hist 
judges of ^ ourselves — what ckniige has taken place here? 
Is the Constitution other than it W'as, when w'e were told, 
(as we often were told in the had times.) that it w'as a 
douht whether it were worth defending? Is the Constitu- 
tion other than it was, when we were warned tliai peaee on 
any -terms must lu* made, as the only hoj)e c»f saving it from 
popular indignation and jiopniar reform ? 

There is yet another (|uestion to he asked. ])y what 
{lower, in what {lartVif (lie world, has that final blow lu'cn 
struck, which lias smitten the tyrant to the ground? 1 
sup|»osis {ly some eiiligliLeiied rcpuhlie ; hy some recently 
reginuTateil goveriiineiit of pure )>liila^thropy and uneor- 
rupted virtue: 1 suppose, hy some nation whie|i, jii the 
excess of )Ki|iiiIar freechini, considers 0 'm*ii a reyresentalive 
.system us defective, unless*eaclf individual interferes direefiy 
in the national concerns; some nation of enlightened 
patriots, every man of^wliom is a |>oiitician in the coflee-^ 
house, as well as in the senate : I sup]Mise it is from some 
such goveriiinent as this that the coiuiueror of aiitiKTats, 
the sworn detroyer of iiioiiarehieni iMiglaiid, has met liis 
doom. 1 liKik through the Eiiropenii w'orld, gen- 
tlemen, m vain : f find there no siiiL*]i august conAniinit^ 
But in another hcmispliere I do find such a oAc^; wliieh. no 
do,uht, must be the political J)avid hy wIioin,th^ (itdiali of 
/7iUro])C has been hniiight down. What is the name of that 
'fgloTi({Us re|)uhlic, to whieh the gratitude of Kuroye is 
eterjially .liiie — which, from its innate hatred tyranny, 
has fijt) pcrsevcringly exerted itself to liberate the world. 



Anf)r.vn.\. 


iiiuK .'It, last, has siim*<sliilly dc^si-d thoi contest ? Alas, 
^(*ntlt nu'11, such a republic I {lo iiideed liiid ; but I iiiid it 
cidistcrl. and ((iod bo thanked !) enlisted alone, under die 
banner of die despot. Kiit where was tlie blow struck? 
Where Alas for theory! .In the wilds, of despotic 
lln.Nsia. it was followed up on the plains of J.eipsic- by 
Rnssiun, Prussian, and Austrian arms. 

Ibit lei me not be mistaken. Do I, therefore, mean to 
contend — do I, therefore, pvo to onr aiitn^miists in the 
urn-nmeiit the ;idvaiilai(c.' of ascribing; to ns the base tenets, 
lhal an al)so]iiti‘ inonareby is better lliaii a fri‘e govern- 
ment ? (rod forbid! AVli.it I mean is this, thxt, in 
appr('eiat‘nu>: the coinpar.ative exeelK'iici* of political in- 
stitiuioiis, ill estiinatiiifr the force of national spirit, 
and the impulses of national feeltii^« it is idle — it is 
mere pedantry, to overlook the alleetioiis of nature, 'riie 
order of nature could not subsist amon^ mankind, if there 
were not an .‘//.v/z/pV/t'c patriotism ; I do imt say imcoii- 
nected \vitli, but ]nior .and paramoniil to, the desiri* of 
piilitieal anielioraUou. It may be very wronir that it should 
In* so. I cannot help it. Diir business is with fact. And, 
siiivly, it is not to lie re^relleiL that tyrants and coiii|iierors 
• >hould have le:iriU'<K from the le'^tms «»f exjievieiice, that 
the first, consideration sn^i'estcai to the inhabit.'int of an_v 
country, by a foreii^n Invasion, is, not whether the fiolilical 
const ft I It ion of the stale In* faultlessly ])erfeet or not ; but, 
whether the altar at whieb be lias worshipped — wlietlior the 
home iTi wliicli he ha^ dwelt from his liirancy — wiJiether his 
wife and hi^ cinldreii — wlmther the t()niG.sof his forefathers 
- -whether tl\jC jial.ice of the sovereij^n, under wdium he was 
Jiorn, :iiid to whom he, tlierefore, owes (or, if it iniist be 

stall'd, fancies that be, therefore, owes) allegiaiiee, shall be 
* • ■ • * 
abandoncal to violonec' and pndaiiatioii. , 

'I'liat, in tliu infancy of tlic rmicli rcvuiutioii, *niai]y 
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fiations in wro, iinfortLinnlrly, I«1 to believe ami 

to ai:t iipdii a clilfortMit piTAiiasion, is iindoiibtL'clIy true; 
that whole countries wen* overrnn by reforininj^ coii(|iicrors, 
and ilailerc'cl lliemsefves with beiiu; |)roselyLes till they 
foiiiHl llu-niselves victims. Kveii in this country, as I have 
ainmiy sriiil, thi*re have been limes when we have been 
called upon to con>iiler, whetluiT there were not something 
at home wliich be mended, before we could hope to 

repel a foreio-n invader wiili success. 

It is rorlunate for the worltl, that this (|iiestlon siiould 
have ]»een tried, if 1 may say, to a disadvantage ; tlial it 
shoulfi have been tried in countries wluri* no man in his 
senses will say, that llie frame of polirieal society is siicli as, 
accordinif to ilie most inodirate priiiciplc> of re»ulatetl 
freedom, it oiinlit t«» • lu* ; - wliere, 1 will venture to say, 
without ha/ardiii;' llu* imputation of bein^ myself a 
visionary reformer, political society is not such as, after tlie 
successes of this war, and from the ]ia|>pv eoiitaf/ioti of tin* 
example of (irivit llriiain, it is sun* gradually to l)ecoiiie. 
It is fortunate lor the world, that titis c|iie'«tion should have 
heen tiied on its own nierilVf ; that, af'SuT twenty years of 
controversy, wc should be authoriM*d, by tiiidoubted results, 
to I'eviTt tt» nature aiul, to trutli, and to disentangle the 
g(‘i\uiiie feelings of llie heart fnmi the obstriietioiis which a 
cold, piesiimptuoiis, generalising |)hiloso|fhy liad wound 
around tliciii. * # 

One of the most delight I 111 |)«>ets t)f this coiinlrv, ip de- 
, *1 

scribing t\ie variou:^ jiroportions of patiiral lili-ssings aiu^ 
advantages dispense^] l)y I'pjvid^iiee lo^he various n;i;ion.s 
of Kurope, turns fnini the Jiixnriant plains apd >i'IoiAlless 
sti's of Italy to the rugged iiioiintains of Switzta'land, and ^ 
i>M|irnes, whether thelfe, ab'o, in tlmse ])arren and stjjrnjy 
regions, the* “ patriot pu.ssion'^ ,is found etpiaUy isipriiitcd 

VOJi. VI. z 
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on lilt; heart:' He (lc>c*i:Ii-s llie truly in tin* 

nflirmative; and lie sa} of die iiihahitant of those hleak 
wilds, 

I 

Dear is tint shnl to wliii'li liissnul runlunns 
Aik) dear tliat hill whieh lifts him to the slornls: 

And, as a child, when sciirin*^ si.iinds mulr.vi, 

Cliirjs closi* and /.loser Vi the iiiolher's hreast, • 

Nil the Iniid Ifirrciit and the whiriwiiid's roar 
liiit hind him to his native inonntains more.** 

AVlmt (Toldsniith thus beautifully a|)|)lied to the phy- 
sical varietii's of soil aiul cliniatc, has hcen foiiiul uu less 
true with respect to jHditical institutions. A sober doirt* 
of iinproveineiit, a rational endeavour to redress error, and 
to correct ini|)erfectioii in the polifical iranu' of human 
society, are not only natiirab but laudable in man. Itut it 
is well that it should have bivn shown, hv im-fratrahle 
proof, that these sentiments, even where most stroii£r|y and 
most justly ft'li, su|HTscde not that devotion to native soil 
which is t!u: foun/.latioii of national iiidepeiulence. And it 
M ri^hl tliat it should be urideiViood and reinemlui'ed, tli.it 
the spirit of national Independence alone, urouseil where it 
I had sliinibered, eiili<>;h leaned whi«re it liad been didiided, 
and kindled into enthusiasm by tiu* insults and outrrtfrcis 
of an all-graspiii!' invader, has het^n found sidficient, with- 
out internal ch.‘iii&;es aiul conijSroniises of sovereigns or 
governments with their people- - without 'relaxations t»f alle- 
glaiict! and abjurations of authority, to annnak.', as with 
one {iiervitding sold, the djfieniit nations of the continent ; 
to c(finbiMe,^as into one congenial mass, their various feel- 
^ iiign, passions, prcjuiliees ; to direct tliese eonceiitravixl 
energies, with one impulse, against* the common tynmi; 
' and to sliuke (and, may wp not liojx* ? to overthrow) the 
BaM of his iniquitous pow'er. • 
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(K'lillcmcn, th<jrc is nnntiicr nriruinoiit, more ix'^iiliarly 
relating to our own ,c*ouiitr\^ wliieh lias, at limes, been 
interposed to diseonr:it(i» the ))rosoeiition of the war. That 
this eountry is siidieiefit ti> its own defenee, snnieicnt to its 
own happiness, siidieieiit to its own iiidi'pendenee : and that 
tlie coiniilieated eonibinations of continental policy are 
always hazardous to our interests, ns well as burdensome 
to our iiu\'ms, has been, at several |n ri(Kls of the war, si 
favourile doctrine, not only with those who, for otlier 
reasons, wished to embsirrass the measures of tin* ('lovern- 
nient, but witli men of the most enlightened niiiub, of the 
most Jieiievolent views, and tiu* most ardiait zesil for (he 
interests as well as the honour i>f their country. May wc 
not Haller onrsi-lves, that, iJ|K>n this point also, experience 
has decided in favoin* of the course of p(»licy which has 
been actual ly pursued ? 

(/an any man now l(M>k back i]|M)n the trial wliieh we 
have ^)iie tliroii^ith, and niaintaiii that, at^aiiy period duriii;:^ 
tile last twenty years, (he ]ilaii of insulated {lolicy could 
have been ad<ip(e<l, with<iiit haviiii;, in the event, at this 
dav, proM rated I'jii^rland al*i1u; itiot of a eoiupieror GreaU 
indeed, has heeii the call upon our exertions; ^reat, 
indeed, has been the drajn ii]M>n bur rc-sonrees ; hai^ and i 
woaj'isoiiic lias tbe s!rii«;*;le Ikeii ; and late is the inomeiit 
at which |x'aee is brought within our reach. Hut, even 
though the dillieiilties fif the contest may have been 
enhanced, and itsMuration protracted by it, yet is there 
any man \vho 'serioi^ly doubts whether the having* asso- 
ciated oiir destinies* with the destinies Af other i rat logs be 
or be not that which, under the blessing of I’royideiieci h.is 
eviAitually secured the safety of all ? 

is at the moment when such a trial has come to its 

issue, that it is fair to ask of those who have sifHervd under* 

> ■ * 

the pressure of {irutracted exertion, (and of whom rather 

• z 



340 




than of ihnso who aro asscnshlcil around im'---for hv whom 
liavo such ])rivali()iis been IVifc nn)rc sensibly r)- it ts now, 
] say, the lime to a.-^k wlu-thcr, at any fbnncr iK riod oi' the 
coiUi'st, such i\ jteacc could have bci!n nic.de as would at 
once lui\c guarded the natioiial Interists, and corresponded 
with the na!i(»n:d cliaraeier ? i addiv.-^s ii!\M-irnow to such 
])ersons onlv as lliink the ciKirc.cli r of a nation an essential 
part of its slreii'^^lh, ifi;d, const .iiieiiily, of its safely. lh;l 
if, ainon<{ jiersons of that ile-cripiion, there be one wiio, 
with all his /eal Ibr the «^!c*ry of Ids ccumtry, has yet, at 
linu s, lieen willing to alKsiid«ai (he ctuitest in mere weariness 
and (h'spair, of such a mail I Viould ask, wiielher 1|^‘ can 
indicate ilit* period at wisich he now wi.-hi"^ tliat such an 
ahandonment h.id him cosismtcd tii by the (loiernmcnt 
and the J^arl.aiiient of (Ireal lb*ifain«' 

Is it wheii the coniii.'ciit was at pe.'.'ce when, looking;' 
upon liie map of IhirojK*, you saw one nii;:hty and con- 
nected systiiii, one ^Te;:l liiinhiarv, wiih his ntu hdani salel- 
liles circiilaliii^' around him; at that period could this 
country have imuh; ]uacc, aiiil liavt* reniained at {.‘eace Jbr 

iwelvt'nionlli r \Yhat is, theianswer ? 'Vhy, tl.'at the 
experiment was tried. The result was the renewal oY the 

Was it at a later period, when the continental system 
had been established ? When two-thirds <)f the ports of 
Kurojie were shut a;;ainsi your • When but a single link 
was waiitiiijr to land ll;e contiiiei.t in a' circling' cliain of 
iron,' ^\lliell should exclude you from iiKereoiiVse ^villi other 
nations? that nioniuiit peace was most earliest ly reconi- 
ineiu^d you. At tlial moiuent, v:ciitleineii, I first came 
auioiijr yoii. At that moiiieiit 1 veiitiiivd to recommeiul^o 
you persevcrartcc, patient pcrseveraiivi.* ; and to express jf 
hope tliut^, by the mere str:iin of an iiimatural eilbrt, the 
mr./sive bonds imposed iipcai liie iialions of the couUneiil 
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iiiij'Iit, at no (lisVint jK-ridcl, hiirst asiiiui^r. I wits Iic-aril 
liy y«>u with iiuliil^riKv- -I IJiiow not whether with eoiivie- 
tion. Ihil is it now to lu* regret led, th.it we did not, at 
that iiiianent^ yield to the ]>res:::iire of <mr want-', or of oiir 
fears? AVh;it has lieen thi‘ issue? 'File coiitiiifMital svsieiii 
was eonipleied, wiih the sole exeeplioii of Kiissia, in die 
year In tiiat \ear the presMin' upon this country 

was undouhliMlIy ]iainfid. Had we yieldeil, ihe svsleiii 
would h:ive Isicn iinniorta!. We juMweivd, and, ladore 
the eoiiclusiiin of .inolliijr year, the r v-leiii was :il an es'.d ; 
at .‘lii end, as all schemes of violence naturally terminate, 
not \fy a mild and iriadu.al ihe.iy, >uch ;is waits upon a 
re« 4 ;ular and weli.^pent life, but hv sudden dissolution; at 
an end, like the lireal-.iiuc ni» <»f it winti*r's irost. Hut 
yesterday the wh.ole /‘Oiitineut, like a iniM-hiy |i!ain covered 
with one mass of ice, presented to llu* view .*i drear expaiisi* 
of barren lyiiftirmiiy : to-day, the breath of lu-axeii unbinds 
the i-arth, tlie sliviims bi-^in to ilow iio-^iin, ;md the inlet- 
course c»f human kind n vives. , ^ 

We reirri-t that v.i* iliii not, like I ho •fainting, traveller, 
lie down to ScM — but, indivil, ti* !*'. rish'*— under lh(‘ severilV 
of tliat incleuu-nt season? Did we not more wisely, to 
bear up, .and to wail the riian^*? 

tieiitlemen, ! h.ave said that 1 should bo ashamed, and 
ill truth. I diould be so, to address you in tlie laiifru.airi^ of 
exiiltalion, if it were meiely for tlie iiidu!*,feuce, lioUtevi-r 
le/^ilimate, of an exuberant and luiiroveniabhj jny.-. Jbit 
ihcv who have .^uliiVed <L^ri-al privati;>ns liavc a clafm iitit 
merely to consolation, lint to i-omelhiiur more.' 'Hicy .are 
justify to Ik- comjiciisalcd f<ir what they have midi.ViroiA*, ot 
lj).4, c»r Iia/ardcd, hy the contemplation of wjiat they Iiiivc, 
^Diiied.^ » 

Wt; have gained, tiu n, ararJv and authority in*liiirope, 
•ucli a#, for llie life of the lon^-t^t liver of those who now 
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hear ni^‘, iiinst place this country u{}oii aij cMiiinencc wliich 
no ])rolKil)Ic reverses can shake. \Ve have jraliu'd, or 
raflier ue liave ra'overed, a splendour of military ^hiry, 
which places us by tlie side of tlie ^rJatest military nations 
in the world. Jit the lieniimint; of tliis war, while there 
w;is not a Diitisii bosom that did not l)eat with rapture at 
tlie exploits of our navy, there were few who would not 
have been contented* to compromise for that reputation 
al(»ne; to claim the sea as exclusively our province, and 
to leave to France and the other contiiRiital |x>wers tlie 
siriifrglc for su}KTiority by bind- That fabk'd deity, whom 
I see ])ourtrayed ii[N)n the wall,* was considered as the 
exclusive patron of Jlritish prowess in liattle; but, in 
seeming accxirdance with the lieautiful liction of ancient 
mythology, our Ne|)tiine, in tlie ]ieat\>f eontest, Miiote the 
earth with his trident, and up sprang the liery war-horse, 
the cnibleiii of military |Kiwer. 

Let IVirtugal, now led to the ]mrsuil of her Hying con- 
i|iierors— let liberated SjKiiii — Id France, invaded in her 
turn liy those! wLroiii she had overrun or menaced with 
invasion, afti'st the triumplis of' (he army of Cireat Britain, 
and the equality of her military with her naval fame. And 
• let those who, even after the trivmphs of tlie IVnihsula 
had begun, while they tuhnitted that we hud indeed wouikUhI 
the giant in tlie heel, still divined the rest of his huge 
fraimi iiivuliierahle — Id them now 'tvholii liim reeling under 
the Ii^ows of united nutioiis, and acknuwfedge, at once, the 
^ might, tif British ariiisj, and the fonv of* British cfwiniple. 

1 ciu ndt say that* these qre considerations with a view to 
whiclr thc*wq^, if otherwise tenninable, ought to have been 
j)iirpose1y protracted ; but 1 say tliat, upon tlie rcaro.s|K*M^ 
wc Jiave good reason to rejoice, that tbe war was not clo.seit 


* A fyurc of .\cptiinc. 



I 


iii^lorioii.sly aiui«insWiiivly, wlicn tlic lattir (>vci4s of it 
haw in'i'ii siicli as gavi- os^ablishud oiir siviirity by oiir 
^Iciry. 

I .s.ay wv Iiavo nnfSm to rrjciitv, llial, cliirin^ tin* |M'rio(l 

will'll the i;j[iiitinent was pm.-'ii’ato lu'lbrc Fraiu'c— -that, 

f>|Hrially cii.:rinir tlir ]HTi(Ki wIk'ii tin.' contiiu'iital syslciii 

wjis ill furw, \w ilici iiol slirinIsiVoiii the sini«'irle; that we 
■ , » ^ 

(lid n(*t make peace for prc-seiiL and iiioiiieiitarj' ease, nil- 

inindfiil of tlic ])ennaiieiu siifety and «ivali)c>s of this 

eniinlrv ; that we did not leave unsolved the inoiiientoiis 

(|ue.slions, whether tins country could maintain itself airaiust 

I'Vaiftv, unaided and alone; or with the continent divided; 

or with the continent combined against it : ^whether, whc-ii 

the wratli of the tyrant of tlie Kiirope.'fn world was kindled 

a|Lcaiiisi Us with sevenfold fury, we could or cotild not walk 

unharnit'd and iinfettired through the Haines? 

i say we have reason to rejoice, that, tliroui^hoiit this 
more ihan wa.'% in which it has so often hei'ii the 

pride of our enemy to represent herself as the lit/ine, and 
lai^land as the Cartiiaps of modern times, (with at least 
this colour for l!ie coitipar/siiti, that the utter distriiction ^if 
the modern Catha^^e has iitiiliirmly heeii proclaimed to he 
indispeii-ahle to the <'i>atness of her rival), - wc have, 1» 
say, reason to rejoice, that, unlike otir assigned prototype, 
we have not heeii diverted hy internal dissensions from the 
vigorous support of a vital sirii^^le ; that we ha\H' not 
siiHeivd distress nor claiiiotir to distract our counsels, , or to 
check l!i(.<*e\ertionsV>r our arms. . ' • ^ ^ 

(uMitlcmeii, for Lweiily years |hat I *have s;rt, ■in Varlia- 
iii(?(it, I have been an adv(Ktite of the war^ Yoii»kiiew 
^t'dis when you did me the lioiimir to choose me as your 
repivsciilative. I then told yon that 1 was the adv()j?atc 
of tlji* war, becaiisi' I was a luver ofiicace; but of a peace 
that .should be the fruit of honourable exertion, a peace 
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tijilt have a cliaracter of a ^varc tliat Khoiild 

he worth pivsiTving, and shotild he iikoly to eiuluiv. 1 
confers I was not sanguine enough, at. that lime, to hope 
tliat I should so sooii liave an opportunity of jiistitying uiy 
profesMons. Hut I know not why, six w'eeks lienee, such a 
poace should not I)e iii.idu as laigland may not only he 
glad, but proud to ratify. ,Not such a |)eac(‘, gentlenuau 
as tliat of Amiens -a short and feverish interval of iinre- 
freshiiig repose. J}iiring tliat peace, which of you wi-nt 
or sent a son to Haris, wlio did not feed or learn that an 
Knglishman appeared in France shorn of the dignity of 
his country ; Mith the mien of a suppliant, and tlu'ca-on- 
scioiis prostraikiii of a man who had coii.seiiti'il to purch.'.'ne 
his gain or his eax by siihmissifin r Ihil let a peace he 
made to-morrow, such as the allies hate now tiu* power to 
dictate, and the nieaiie.st of the subjects of thi.^ kingdom 
lihail not walk the streets of P<iri.s without bi ing ])( iuted 
out as the compatriot of Widlington : as one of that natioi!, 
whose iirmiuss and piTseveraiicc* liave liiiinhled France atid 
resciu-d Fiiirope. . 

t Is there aiiv man that has a IW-arl in his ho.som who docs 

not lind, in the ecnti.'in plat ion of this contrast alone, a 

« rccoinpensi' for the struggles and the suHeriiigs of years? 

lint, gentlemen, the doing right is not only tin* most 

honourable course of aetioii — it is also the most ])n)titahle 

in itsiresult. At any former jierfod of the war, the iiidt^ 

])eiulenc.e of almost all the other countries,' our allies, would 

liave'hfeii to bi* ])lirchased with sacriticl's profusuiy pouivd 

out fyom -the la]) of 1Sritis»h victory. Not a throne to l)e 

re-estjfblisked^ nor a firovincc to be evacuated, not a garrison 

to be w'itiulrawn, but this coimtrv would have had to mahi- 
• * . * 
comjiensation, out of her coiicpiests,* for the concession:* 

obtained ifroin tbe enemy. , Now, liap])ily, this woyk is 

already dune^ either by our eflbrts or to our bunds. • The 





I’cMiiiisiiIfi hiw-riil coininoiiwt'filtli of J^kiiDpcan 

st.'ilrs jilrc.‘uly, In SI im*sisLiri\ rL-sl(»ri»cl, Groat lirit.-iiii 

may iniw sippoar In ijio oon^ros:^ uf ilio wcn Ki, rioli in ooii- 
ipiisls, iiohly aiid nVIitfiilly wnii^ wiili liulo olaiiu iipun 
lu r fiiitli orJiiT jiistiiv, whalovor insiy l)o tho spunisinoiais 
inipiilso of Iior };onoriisIiy or her inodoiMtion. 

Snell, irontloinon, is llie HtAallon^aiid prospoot of alialrs 
at. tho inonuiil sil which I Iiavc* llio honoiir to address yon. 
'riiaf yon, ^vnlloinon, may have your full shari' iii tlic 
pn»<ji(.riiy of your counlry, is niy Hiuu'iv and oarn-.-.-.t wUh. 
'i’lu- conra^-c with which you Imre np in adviTso circnin- 
stant^’s, oiniiur.lly i-nlitlos you to this reward. 

I'Vir inxM lf. iji iitli nieiu while I rejoii’oj*. four ivlnrninir 
piMsperity, i rejoice also tlial our co:niecii«»n heii^an under 
auspices so nincli le.-^^ favonrrdile ; that we had an oppor- 
tiinlly of kiiowiuij; each other's iniiids in times when the , 
minds of ipeii are hrnu^Iit to the proof -limes of trial and 
dinienlly. I had the satisfaction of av«iw in*; to you, and 
yon iiie candour and n’.aL;;iianimity to approve, the princi- 
ples and opinions hy which my pnhlic coiulnct ha.s«iiniformly 
heeii ^ guided, at a period when tiu/ xaiiuliicss of lliosc 
opinions, :nul the ap|)licatioii of tipise ])rinciples, was matter 
of donlit and controversy* I thought, and I s.aid, at the ' 
tiiMi* of our lirst meetin*^, that the cause of l'jn;;land and of 
eivili/ed Miirope must be nllimati ly trinmpha!il, if \ve hut 
])reserved onr spirit iintaiiiied, and oiir constancy imshakiai. 
Snell an asscruon was, at that time, the olijecl of ridicule 
with inaiiy* jicrsons^: a single year hns^elajised. and it «... - 
now the voice of tlie wliolo world. ’ • 

(gentlemen, w'e may, therefore, confulcntly* indiilj;* tin*. 
jiff| le, that our o])inioiis will conlimie in iiipst)ii ; ■ that onr * 
CMnenrfencLMvill be as cordial as it lias hitherto been,® if,. 
nnliap]iily. aiiy new occasion uP dillieidty or eitibaiTassuieiit 
should hereafter arise. 
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At lilt pnwnt nioincnt, 1 am sun-, ^:c arc c(|iially desir- 
ous lo liury the rccoIl«H'lum Tof all clur clillerciices with 
<ilhers in that general feeling of cKiiJliilion in which all 
opinions happily combine. 


SIMiECll AT LIVERPOOL, 

AVl'KU 11AV1NCS UKISN CIIAIRKU, TIIK rJTH Or JL'.NK, 
(flvXTI.KMKN, 

If I could forget all the trouble and iiUMiiveiiiemv wliicli 
have been occasioned to you, and could contemplate the result, 
of this day only as it aflects myself, w'liat reas^m should 
I not have to pour forth my gratitudi* to those men who 
have laboured against me with .so vexations an opposition ! 
Eor, with, whatever spirit and design they may have aiMed, 
1* will vi'iitiire to alllrm, that never did the most anyioiis 
and active friend.ship jirjKMire for any individual such a 
'triiinipli as their hostility has turned for me this day- 
They laboured to se|)arate us from each other ; and they 
have united us more closely than before, 'riiey hoped to 
elfaec^ the memory of that victory which crowned your 
fornt^t* exertions in niy favour: and they; have, if not 
ULJ*acecr, yet thniwn it into tiic sliade,*by the trAnseeiuluiil 
splendour" oT this day's triiimph, by tlie incn*ased ^nd over- 
, vHiweTiiig "deinonstrutions of your unwearied kindiios.s .and 
« regard. Indebted to iny op{)oiieiit.s for the exeiteni^i( 
wliieli lias culled forth these demoii.stration.s, what v- heufl 
must I have,' gentlemen, if* 1 did not bless their bcnejiccni 
enmity ! " 
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Diit, gentlonioii, ^rmid us 1 naturally must be what 
1 have experienced tnis day/.und exalted as [ cannot but 
feci mysidf by the eoiiteinplatioii of the ina^iiificcnt si-one 
which is no\v1)ef()rc me, by the view of those countless mul- 
titudes, among which every eye is turned upon me with an 
expri'ssioii of benignity ; yet I do assure you, gentlemen, 
and there are those around me who e^in voueli for the truth 
of what I say, that I was most anxious -that it was my 
fixed piirptise and deti niiinatioii, to entreat you to spare 
yourselves tlie lr/iul)le of this day's ceremony. I did not 
think that the oeeasion of returning your represcaitative, 
on if re-election, called for any peculiar expression cif 
triuiiipli ; nor did T think, that a victory, .er* a non-exist- 
ing, or iioii-apjiearing advers;iry, just i/fed the same marks 
of exultation as when able, substantial antagonists had hecii 
driven from the field. 

Thit, geptlemeii, my mind was changed, and L yielded 
to the wishes of my friends, upon ir/orination wliich I 
havi- reeeived to-day. 'riic nature of that Jiiforruid.ioii 1 
will slate to you. 1 am sussurecl from la>ndon,i and ii|Nm 
testii|ioiiy from which it is im|K)ssibIe Yor me to withhoM 
my lielief, that there were umong.oiir antagonists some who 
rcekiined ujioii iiitiinidsttioii as an iiistriiiiient of success. 
In. the first moments of transport, at the ])romisiiig eoin- 
meneement of the riots, dtey communicated this ho|)i' to 
tlu‘ir friends in the inctro])olis. They fondly flattered 
themselves that you, gentleiiieii, could be seared from my 
side, aiuritliat 1 should be forced to Tepre. futiinidaiicMt ! 
how liltlg do they know either me or you ! AVler this in- 
fonvmtloii, I felt that it would be a fal.so delicacy to ar)staHi. 
ftOm any c\prcs.sions f)f exultation, and tl)at our conduct* 
might ^be liable to miscoiistruction, if we abridged, liy 
.singly formality, the triuiiiph of this day. 

Geiltlenien, with tlie election, let the local topics, .the 
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local i'liitiitios, tlic local disairrccniciUsnf ftio election cca<c. 
Hut cease not M'iili the cU'ClioiiMlie pnnciplc.s ii|)on which 
your clioice has been foinidecl, on wj^oinever, at any time 
henvifter, your choice may fall, wlicther on myself or on 
a worthier object. Vo\\ gi*ntleme:i, 1 know kinv little I 
ou^^lit tc; consider myself as contributing to tl:e glorious 
result of this contest, t Much less important is ittto wlumi, 
individually, you commit your represent at ion in Parliament, 
titan tliat you should lix steadily in your ttiinds the standard 
hy which that representative sh.ai! be tried. Let him be a 
man true to the ]>riiiciples of the constitution, not as under- 
f-tond in the new-f.mgled dectrim s nf tin* day, but as tran.-- 
initteil to ns iro'ii. . ‘dei* times, la^lore the pure current (d* 
Ib'itisli frecdi’Tii bad been coiii.iniin.iii d bv tin* it.ilux of 
foreign theories. 

(jeiitlenien, we all ke.ow, that, on the former oecasion, 
in 181 Si, the eyes <if I’atgland were, in a gival measuri*, 
iixed ii|ion j/iverpoAl, as the /ov//// iii which the* cmiUst 
between (wo sets of political priiuiples was to be decided. 
Kut on that oeeasibii, gout letiieLi. llioii'j'li you cce'ipied a 
gVi-at space in the public atteutio!'., you could not ••om- 
jdetclv moiiopoli/(^ it. There was then a gi'U.a'a I election. 
The interest excili’d, indeed, hy the Liver|)ool coiiti'st, 
was jirelty widely dillhsed, hut the actual war was aniobg 
ourselves; no strciSigi-r hail kisurejci niiiigle in our battle. 
Among other consenuenees tif this state oC things, one was, 
that <\^e w'er*' ((.'leralily free fiMin imported udiiiiinv ; and 
•lltat, considering the Veheineiuv of the /‘oiitest, there was, 
sofar'as IJuiow, little* of personal malignity mixed with it. 
All the pi'i'si'nf instanee. Id vcrpnol alone has iixed the uialis- 
\racted nttentioY of both jiarties, and lyion me, in ])articiilar,t 
the full ])liials of winggisli wrath been discharged. * 

Standing thus exposed, T have had wh:|t sohie \foii1d 
call- the misrurtiine, but what 1 must now esteem the sin- 
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«rular Ii.*ip])iiu'ss^ oh^biMri^ a m.-irk for llio allarksof vwry 
jHilitical fiuMiiv liiivi* ^ii the Avorld. I <lo IJverpool 

tile jiisliiv ti) arknowled^i*, ^iiitli‘iiu!ii, lliat llic j^rosscst 
and foiile>t f'.'iliiinnics aiv noi i»f native pnuliKV, hut have 
heeii rolled <lown- in one tide of lillli, from llie fountain 
head <if whi^j^isli delraelioii in J-ondon. All the ajiprovecl 
practif-es of III.' lihellers iif foiym-r I'. rlods have heeii re- 
sorted li»:*inv prixaii' lii-lory raii'^.'iekcd for lopiesof ahiise ; 
everv aetion, everv ineoii^itlerale wuicU of earlier life 
raked lip, and nrorded willi malignant inilii>lry; and 
invention ealled in aul where research could find no theme 
of ii^vedivi' : -- 

'fill* Iii\ so efi «»*i i^'Iiriiwii, 

'flf iin;:iiU'd trash and , iml my *»vvii;“ 

* ■ 

ail, all has heeii exhausted : and what is the result , 
'I’hat here^l stand. 

(ieiitli'iiieii, amongst other charo-es^ yne of fair hostility, 
hut nhiiiisicallv clmsen, co:isif!e:iiii'- llieijuarter fr«u; which ^ 
it comes, is that of iny l»ein*r about to •act in pulilic lil«? 
with men from wlituii I have ocei.sifaially tliilered in opinion. 
(Icntleineii, the chari^e is substantially unfounded. It. is 
unfounded, ht cause, tl*ou^h, on particular ipiesthms, I' 
in.'ty have dilfercd from many of niy jireseiil collea*;ues 
(as Avhat two nu'ii may ncil occasionally dilfer, if each has 
an opinion of liisowii?) yet, upon all the *rreal oiitlifles of 
our iMiIitical systein, ami tipoii every main principle aJUrt- 
in«X tile lorei^ii polii^y of l'iii;;land, our opinions have p*ur.*- 
rally coiicurri'd. Those opinioi?«< I have, to the best «f my 
jiowcr, sujiported, in wliatevcr hands the ^ttveriinu^t 
th« count rv lias been ])laced. I have supported them not* 
V'ss strenuously wlu'u myself otit of oilice, than whom \ 
foruKjefa p.avt of llie Admiiiistsatioii. 

Geiulemeii, 1 am really alarmed at the stale of pressjire 
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ill whirls I SCO great part of the niiilLitii^le below. Had 
r not better take leave of yAu, and/entreat you to cli>:- 
perse ?* 

Perha])s, gentlemen, 1 Wiis the uior& alive to the danger 
to which I apprehended you to l)e ex)iosed, and the more 
anxious to dismiss you befon* any aecideiit bad ha))piMied, 
from recollecting, that one o£ the eliarges most fre(|iienlly, of 
late, })ri‘rerreil against me is, my habit of addressing you. 
And yet, gentlemen, I am olil enough to remember^ when 
the great idol of whiggisin hiinsL'lft (of whom I mean to 
speak with all reverence and honoiu'), in the plenitude of 
his glory, and in the maturity of his mighty powers^ di|l not 
diMdaiii to iiK'-AMt various ro.v/m, and to de>eant, not to his 
eonstiliieiits only, bltt to whoever would come to hear liim, 
upon fippivsMon, grievance, tyranny,’ taxes, and war, and 
all other matters l)est calculated to rouse the ])ashi(>ns of 
the populace. Nor are there wanting imitators in our days, 
wlio]iursue the san|e course, w'hcnever the people will listen 
to them.. 

Hut, geiitleniei^ the self-styled whigs have a most ciiii- 
vt-nieni, though somcwhal 'arlAtrary, mode of argument. 
To tliciii every mode of political warfare is lawful ; but to 

• tbeiii only: the people are tbeir» property ; and wo be to 
the unlici'iised intruder wlio presumes to trespass upon the 
manor. Or is tins the dislinctitm to be taken against me.^ 
Am 1 vilified, not because I addn.*Ss the ])eople, hut because 
I addfess tbem on the side of trumpiillity and good order 

^ That, 'instead of six:king out every t(^)ic of delusion and 
inflaiiimatioii, 1 am more^solicitoiis to 'bring before them 
• • 

• * Mr. C^aiiiiiii^ retired for a few moments, until the pressur^uf 
the^ crowd had, in some measure, dimiitished; and then, being 
louilly and reppaledly culled for, again came forward* ' 

t Tlio Right Honourable Charles Janies Fox. * , 
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g^Miniis for (■oi^rntfment, niul iTiDtivoA of fittaclvneni to 
tl^ir coiinlry,--lo iyculcato* tlu‘ir dulicvs as well as their 
rights, and to hold them firm in their alleirianee 1o the con- 
stitutional inonari'h/of I'aiglaiid ? Am I arraigned on an 
inverted construction of the rules of civilized warfare, not 
because I scatliT arrows among the i)eo))lc, hut because iny 
arrows are not poisoned ? • 

But, gentlemen, to recur to tlie point at which 1 was 
interrupted Jiy my alarm for your safety. By the organ of 
what party is it that 1 am accused t»f inconsistency, for 
acting with men from whom I may have occasionally dif- 
fered.? Why, gentli'incn, by the organ of a ])arly whose 
hirtli and growth, Avhose essence ami ilenu*i«*vtire coalition; 
a party which sprung from the co:flition between Lord 
North and Mr. Fox,*nnd which has been revived, within 
all our memories, hv the c<»alilion lulween Lord (Jrenville 
and liOrd Grey ; a party of whieli, in spite of all its coali- 
tions, the inenihcrs arc, in reality, so Iptle <YWi'.vrV7//, that, 
hut last year, on the greatest <piesiion which jL-\cr the 
(loveriiinciit of this cnimlrv was called u]H)n to decide and * 
its Parliament to sanction-2-^m the (piWJtitai of the renewtd 
of the war against Bonaparte- -they were divided lialf and 
half? and all that was oC most wcMght or ornament in their * 
party, fought the battle of the Ministers against tlu* re- 
mainder. That remainder, indeed, true to their old eried, 
would have extended the*<loetrine of coalition to Bom^iarte. 
But you, gentleitieii, I know, have candour eiioiigl^ to do 
justice to ^nihlic nii'n, of whatever p^rty,' when theV stand 
up fairly for their coiiiitrv; and. you rememher,* just 
acknowledgment, that the manly and consist|‘nPelo(^en(j^‘ 
ufpfiOrd Grenville, the splendid eiitliusiasni of Grattan, and, 
^le commanding energy of Plunkett, were exerted, on tjiat 
iiieiiiorable occasion, in defence,uf that system, of fiieasures, 
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by wliipb, in defiance of the w'Wijf 
Fiiirope li.'ivc been ])reserve(l. * 

(rentleinen, there is yet :i heavier eliarn;e tliaii eillioif' of ^ 
those which I liave slated to yon. It*is, gentlemen, tl&t I i 
am an adventurer. To this charm*, ns I iinderstan'cllt, I- 
am willin*^ to pli^ad «^uilly. A ri'presi nialive of the people, 

1 am oiii* of lla* jieople ; and 1 prisint myself to those \vIm> 
choose me only willi ifie chihns of character, (be*tljey what 
they may,) unaccredited l)y jKitrician jKitronagc or jjarly 
recommendation. Nor is it in this free country, wliere, iii 
every walk of life, the road of honourable success is open 
to every individual -— I am sun* it is not in this placcvtbat 
I shall 1)1* eTtijvvclicI to apoloni/i* for :ii jsresentinp myself 
to your <*hoice. I 'Iviiow there is a political creed, wliieli 
assigns to a eertaiu coiidfuiatioii of (rpeat families a right to 
dictate to the sovereign and to influence the people; and 
that this doetriiieof lu ivilitary aptitude for administration 
is, )ingii1:!rly enom^li, most prevalent among those who ilnd 
nothiiu;:jmore laugha.ble ibaii the principle of legitimacy in 

the(*roWi'i. 

f 

• To this thiory I Jiavc* iicvei'Vuhseribed. If to depend 
direelly u])on the jieoj)le, as ilu*ir ripresentative in Parlia^ 

• iiuiit ; if, as a >ervanl. of tiie Civ'vii, to lean on no ’Other 
support than that of public coniiileiu'e — if that be to bewail 
adventurer, I |)lead guilty to the charge, and I would not 
exchange that situation, to wliatiVer taunts it may expose 
me, IJir all the advauia.gcs which might Be deriviil from an 
ancesify of a Innldred generations. • * '• 

(rvntlenieii, 1 wfil not d^'tain you longer. I have said, 
that / wiK nyt go hack to any of thi* events of tlie election. 

. Sidlice it^ that, whatever may be my opinion with res^^ct 
to jhe o])position wliieli has hi*en mtide to your wislus 41 
*my favour, I can truly say for inybclf, that 1 carry no re- 
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country and 





spntnieiits awny^^itii hk*. Kvcii were I (lis))oso(l enler- 
t£n any such fcclingr^ iny lu art would not, at lliis nioincnt, 
hai^ room for them, so full is it of the sense of your kind- 
nesses, of ncknowli‘d|^inent, and of e\iiltatiou. 


SPEKCII 


AT JIIF. PtMIT.IO OlVNKn AT MVKUPOOL, IN THE MUSK' IIA1-1-, 

ON MONDAY, TIIK 'yiTII OF JINK. AFTFU IDS 1IE\LTII 

HAD Iir.EN DUU.NK. / 

(iKXTI.KMFS, • 

It was At my stiijijeslion, that your worlhy chairman had 
the ^Kidness to make a slight alteration* in the order of the 
toasts as they stand on the |'.rinted card, and to ])ro|)ose, • 
before niy he.dtl!, which yiAi have jii.sj dime me thehonoyr 
to drink, llie lie.dth of t!lo^e persons hy whose sulIVages I 
liave.beeii eli'vated to the siluatitAi of yoiir represcnt.'ilive, , 
and of tliose who, hail their siilfraires been wanted, would 
have coiilributed to ibat elevatuni. Il is in the natural 
order of ihinys, £(entliAueii, tliat cause slioiild pvcccdc 
ellcct; and, befiN'c you expressed your rejoicing on my 
return, 1^ w.'As anxious that due neknowledirment •.sliould 
liave been paid to tliose whose votes, or* whose jiiienlioiis to 
come forward, —intentions ns notorious and as ■•eflScDiaous 
their votes, — ijave effect to tlie wislii's of this ore;it coni- 
*inunity in my favour^ ' 

Geihlemeii, six years have elapsed since I was first placed 
in tlift envied’ sit nation. Search the records of history, 
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wlicix' shall wc find six years so fertile in events ; and in 

• 'i . . ^ 

events not only of siieli iinnidiiM* iinyorlunee, hut of such 
various character, - -at one time so a\;ful and apiKilliiij;, at 
another so full of encouraf^Miieiit and hf ^lory ? AVe have, 
within this )H*riod of time, had war— pe.m- — war again — 
and again a |K'aee, wlncli, 1 Hatter myself, is now si'ttling 
itself for a lon^ duration. 

In many of those ehaiiges, gcMUleinen, as Ithey were 
taking place, anrl with respHrt t(» all (»f them while tlic?y 
were yel in doubiful futurity, the opinions wliieli I hold 
with YOU, and by holding which with Voii I am alone 
worthy to represent you, lia\e heeii eoiilroverted by predic- 
tions whieh,jit priispeet, it would have been pivsimiptnoiis 
to dis|ajte, but w'ni^ti, in retro^pect, it is now pleasant to 
contciii])iate. «. 

When 1 iirst, in ohedience to your call, presented myself 
bofoiv you, it was at that |HTiod of a war, aln'ady of near 
twenty years’ duration, in w'hieh llie crisis of ihe fate of 
nations seemed to fn* {irrivcHl. It was at tliat ])iTiod of tin* 
eanipaigi!, destined to Ih* decisive of that war, in which the 
e.iiemy a|)j)eared in ihiist gigantic dimensions, and liad 
begun to run his most extravagant career. It would be 
little disparagi‘inent to \lie stun^esL heart to say, that it 
sljnink from the cuiiU-iiiplalhai of a might so overwhelm- 
ing; and it re(|uiri'd, perha])s, as much eoiiragi* fis siigacily 
to di^i'ive, from the ill-coni]Nnnulcd materials of the eolossus, 
a hojjc or an ex|Hrlation of its fall. Wo were, indeed, 
loudly<^ told at that time, tliat resistimee Aas ,u1togc.'ther 
hopeless ;o gnd youj geiitlenieii, wore encouraged to believe, 
tliatiJf, hy rejecting me, wliosc polities w'crc siip|H)Sixl to Ik* 
identified with the prosc?cutioii of the war, and by returning 
to Parliaineiif, as your representatives, those who theji 
'solicited o your suflrages in opposition to me, yon* would 
mark your disapprobation of the continuance of so Iv))k?Icss 





:i.V} 

ii coiiti>st, ynii wyiilil, |)v this ilcniouslrnlion of tlit^ opinion 
s*) consiiliTahh; ii mri cif'llie Dritish oinpiro, infallibly 
prociniv ii ]U‘:u*is wiilf all its atu*nclant l)li*ssiiiq;s. 

Afiraiiist llu’sc fallairioiis luit inviting assiiruiUTs, with all 
the respoiiij^bility that belonged to the antieipation of 
brighter prospects in the midst of overwhelming ghxHii, 
and to the denial of associations familiar in the mouths and 
in the minds of men, I ventured to tell you that peace was 
not ill your |X)wer. except through the road of victory ; 
and I ventured to tell you further, that ])eace, if sought 
tlmnigh any other path, would not be lasting; and that, 
eomtr when it. miglit, it would not come, in theiirst instance, 
witli all the blessings of ordinary peace in it:: 'train. 

At the end of the pericMl which /has elapsed, eom])arc 
what 1 then said you with what has aetiiaily taken 
place. 

if, at. the time of which I am speaking, in this 

great town had eoiitnliuted its shaiv towards forcing a 
change in tlu' national eouneils, by rejecting the nt;in whose 
jiolitieal existeiiee was identilied with the siicei^ss of the^ 
war, and by choosing others iir his nxMij whose repiiiatinii 
de|)ended u])on its failure; and if, gduleineii, you had had 
the mi.sfortune to siiectji'il in forcing siieh a change, I ask > 
you whether you believe that baigland would have stood 
erect, as sin* has done, with her enemy prostrate at her feet, 
and with Kiirope saved by her assistance ? • 

Ibit, genthaneii, as If to defeat and discredit thp pro- 
fesstirs pofitie.'il ^n'ojiheey, you h^ve had nl.so a^trial of 
jieuce, not wholly cor n‘S| Hindi ug witli tlieir airtiei|)i}tioiis. 

1 Uild you, in 1812, that nothing was easiiT.thiln ti:»di;ywr 
flattering views of disiiuit ])ros]H'cts ; but that there wen; 
A'irciinistaiiccs to be*takcn into account in the estimatij. of 
war and peace which baiiled cailciilatioii. I told* you that 
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Tiir. \v.-Mt (not WAK ^rncrally, as hiis fulsvly Ikvu iinpuiod, 
hut. Tur. WAK ill which wc w\?rc then cii^ii*;o(l) was, froin 
its peculiar character, one in which’, though tlie coinnion 
characteristics «»f peacc -siich as traiV(|uiiiity and absence 
of hloodslied, and iVeednin from alarm, were iiecessurily 
suspended, yet tlie springs of enterprise were not cut off, 
nor the activity of eomnierce alroj^etluT paralyzed: nor 
would the resifiratiiin of ))i-ace nm*ssaiily and at once 
restore the state of thini^s which so long and so extraor- 
dinary a war had interrupted. 

.\nd why, gentlemen r Heeause I was desirous, as was, 

I say, falM'ly im])Uted to iiu.\ of dis^oeiatin;^ the iiii^ural 
coinhiiiation.'foF war anil peace from their ri‘'<pective attri- 
butes ? — of lioldiiipf Hit. war as, for its own sake desirable, 
and peace as, in itsi-lf, unlovely ? • No, /^I'lillemeii ; but. 
because I wished to represent to you things as they really 
were, or, at least, as, in my own hoiU'St jiidjjmenl, 1 saw them ; 
beeniise, I wished to dissipate the prejudices which were 
attem|)led to bi* rai.-t'd aKain.4 a war on the is.sue of which 
' our national existe.nee ilepeiided, by pressing into the ser- 
vice those C()nlmon-^^lace avi^uhlcnts aj^ainst war which, 
however abstracti*dly true, were not true as to the war in 
• question ; and l»y holding out all those common-place indiicc'- 
ments to peace, w’liich, thougli also true in the abstract, 
could not have been true of any ])eace eoiujuded on i^no- 
iiiinious terms, and have not beert found true of the iirst 
years of a peace succeeding to a war of sueli unexampled 
effort a\id protraction., • * 

T\\:it tho- war hiul hai^ the effect oF opening iimisiial 
cliniiKjls of cqnimercial enterprise ; that it had given a new 
.and extraordinary stimulus to commercial activity and 
enterprise; that the war had creatdd — [ do not say a* 
wholesome, 1 do not say a Mihstaiitial, L do not .say a per- 
manent prosperity ; but tliat it hail created a prosperity 
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|K*cii1iar io itSL'M*, and which ntoiu'tl, in sfime measure, for 
its evils, :nul cnahlcd the co^intrv, in some measure^ to bear 
ii]> against the dilli^ulties incident to war; all these? were 
mailers of fact, wliieh, a.^^such, I stated to yon -and stated 
them as a/rordiiiir^ iu»i motives, but eoiisolations — n(»l in- 
ducements to proloiifT, beyond necessity, a war which mh^ht 
l)e sal'eJy terminated at will, but reasons for bearing 
patiently evils to which it was not in oiir jiower to put an 
end. 'I’hat this was a forced and unnatural stale of thinj^s, 
neither I nor anj man pretended to deny ; but whether we 
alone could enjov a sound and natural repose, in the forced 
anc^ unnatural state of Kiirope — whether any peace winch 
could b(‘ made hy ns, while all Miirope remained under the 
coMtroid of onr eiiemv, would be fi /peace worthy of the 
name; tliis was a qnt^stioii which mi^ht fairly be mooted, 
widioiir di'imriatin;; the blessiin^s of peace, or denying the 
j^eueral pyeferableiiess of peace to war. ()iir advei’sariis 
re|)reseiiled the war as iineompeiisatt'd, evil and voluntary 
self-iidlictioii : peace, as uiu|ualilied prosperjiy,ajidasini- 
mcdiatelv within onr jj-rasn. Alv business- -tin* business oi' 
irulji— was to show*, ihat'Tsii.'wAii-'dum^h all war is fall 
of evil— hail yet mitigations, aiuj, besides, wtudd not cease 
at our biddiiiii;; that ’fHiiee would not come at our call,* 
and, besides, that when ic cainc, it wiinid hrin;; witlj it its 
privation*:. The siimnliis of the war withdrawn, maiiu- 
facturing industry woiiht necessiirily laiiiruish : tlie elAinnels 
of conip.ierce, forced open by tlie war, having elosecj, com- 
mercial mUerprise *imist luressarilv. be *c!iecked fill new 
channels were ex])lorcd ; and the mere ci^ssaiion cjf the 
“ tv-'ide of war” itself, in all its various l)i;anc*hes, ^m^st 
bAth diseontinuo tlie occupation of a |H)piilalion which it^ 
bad cheated, and throw additional crowds on occupations 
filrea/ly overstocked. Here were causes sufficient for the 
incviiublc privations and derangements of a first year of 
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])cace after any war, liiit much iiunv after a war of such 
extraonlinarv majurnitiide and e,\tensK»iy 

It rc(juired no great sagacity to ftin-see these things ; 
but, in tliose who did foresee them, it would havi; been, at 
least, disingenuous to assert — or in sufler the assertions to 
go iincuntroverted — tliat the war was our single and volun- 
tary suffering, and thaj. ^leace was not end}^ attainable, but 
would he an instant and {N'rfect cun*. 

Such, gentlemen, is the true account nf that temporary 
stagnation of eonnnereial industry and enterj)ris(* wliieli 
has been insidiously imput<*tl to national e\hausfion; of 
the rlifficulty in in-ovidiiig c*nip]oymem for an exiibefant 
population (the liarve.<i. of a long war) upon the sudden 
return of pi*ace, and Iv fore the world had yet righted itself 
after all its convulsions. * 

.Kither our antagonists foresaw these immediate and 
necessary consei|Ucnees of the discontinuanci* of war, or 
they did not. If tivy did foresee lliein, would it not have 
been fair ^o havi* shaded a little* more earefiil I v the bri*dit 

I ' . . . o 

prospeets wliieh they painted of the peaee to eomc.^* If 
lurt, would it not be fair in them fo acknowledge, that tlu*y 
liad been too sanguine in their anticipations.^ Ihit, what 
•surely is not lair nor reasonahle is^ihat no .sootier was’ llie 
peace which lliey had so long clamoured for obtained, thigi 
they ])roceeded with as imieh pathos as they had bestowed 
mtoii <he evil.s eif war. It) d(*p1ore the siiirerings of that 
nioineijt which they bad predicted as one of im(|ualificd 
^ happini^K. • , • ' ‘ • 

^I'livy bejjan tlicirliamentations over janguisbing industry, 
and. siinted cvinincrce, and iinemplovi.*d population ; as if 
].hese iivils were not tlic natural aiul necessary eonsequeiictis 
of unavoidably operating causi‘s ; as ff tluy wi*re the crea-. 
tion of s(.aije .irialigiiiint iiifhieiice, which, whether iii^wai 
fir in peace, blighted the cle^tinies of the countrv. • 
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Is it jiiU'mIcd to niiiintaiii this proposition, (lint, in ordiT 
to pnaliKv till* hli'ssings which ]>ciic(‘ «)ii<:i;/it to lu* 

nccoinpanicd, the win,| oii^ht 'to have Ikvii concluded with 
defeat, and the |Hvicoto have been a p^ace of iiuiniliation ? 
Ifso, 1 can understand the arj^uini^nts and ackiiowIcdf|;i‘ 
the consistenev of tiiosc* wlio pretend to havi> been disa|>- 
IHiiiited at the tardv reappearance of the blessings wliicli 
they J)naiiise4l us ; for, iindoiibtedly,*the war was concluded 
with triiiiiiphs, whicli must have derani;ed all the anticipa- 
tions wliicli were fouiidi'd on the basis of uncoiulitionul 
surrender and siibinission. 

l^iit, gentlemen, labouring as I do under tlie iinputation 
of beiiiir a ^reat lover of war, I am almost afraid to say, 
that there are some things in the war which I regret, and 
some things in the peace* which 1 like as little as even tliose 
privations of which we have bei'ii speaking, but which an*, 
happily, in a course of daily diminution. The war divuiu;^ 
the jioliiK'nl )).‘irties of the cmintry on one '^reat i|iiestioii, 
whicli involved and absorbed all iiiinor considerations. 
With war, party has not cH'ased ; but our diifercncis are 
a sort niori' inriiold^. aili| more alarniiii!'. The line of 
demarcation during the war was — resistance or non-resisU 
aiice to a foreign eiiemv : the line of demarcation now is — 
inainteiiaiice or subversion of our internal instiiutioiis. 

(ientleinen, it doi's seem somewhat singular, and I con- 
ceive that the liistoriaiiwof future times will lie at a loss to 
imagine how it .should happen, that, at this jNiriieiilar 
poricxi, sit the ek<«v of si war of such imi,*x:inipli'd hriUistiicy, 
in which this (country bsid acted ix p:irl so miicli lievoiivl its 
pliysiesil strenj^lli suid its a^ijiarent resoiiives, (^here^slioiild 
yrise a sect of philosophers in this eoiinlry', who-be^TTi to 
suspect something rotten in the lirilisli (' msiiiiition. The 
liisiory of Kiirope for the last Iweiity-livi* yi*aj-s, is ?i(>:ne- 
tiiing like tills. A |)ower went i'orth, aiiihialed with the 
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ypirit of evil, to overturn every eoiniminil v of tin* eivilimi 
world. Defore this dreadful tassailant, empires, and mo- 
iiarchicsj and n.*])u1)Iics btuvcif: soiiiej[ were criislied to the 
earth, and some bou<rht their safety by eonipromisc. Jn 
the mid^t of this wide-spro:id ruin, amoiij>; tottering eolunuis 
and falling edifices, one fabric uloiu* stood erect and braved 
the .storm; and not only |m>viiled for its own internal 
security, but sent birth, at evi-rv ]iorta1, a'*sisuftiei* to its 
Weaker neighbours. On this edifice floated tliat ensign, 
[pointing to the J■Jlgll^b ensign j, a signal of raliyihg to the 
coiiibalant, and of shelter to the fallen. 

To an impartial olwrver I will not say to an inli.'bijant 
of this little fortress -l«) an imparlial iiliserver, in whatever 
part of the world, on^ slioiild think souu thing of this sort 
would have oeeiinvd. Here is a fab^-ie const ruetul upon 
some principles not eomnion to others in its neighbourhood ; 
*|..!''.riples which enable it to siaiul creel while every thing 
is prostrate around it. In the eonstriiction of this fabric 
there must be soiiu/curioiis felicity, wbieb the eye of the 
{)hilosoplier wciuld be wi'II employi'd in investigating, and 
wliicli its lu'iglibours may pnjit Uv adopting. 'I’liis, I say, 
gentlemen, would liave been uii obvious iiifereiiee. Itiit 
what shall we think fif their understandings who draw, an 
inference ilireetlv the reverse.^ and who sav to us— Von 

■ ^ f 

liave st«M)d when others have fallen ; when others have 
crouched, you have borne yourselvet< aloft ; you alone liave 
resisted tlie jiower which has shaken and s\\*allo\ved up half 
tlie eivlfivcil world. . We like not this siispiV ioii:) pef;uliarily. 
*^riieVe must J)e something wrong in your internal confomiur 
tion." ^.Wilji this iinha]ipy curiosity, and in the spirit of 
thi.s* perverse nnaly.ris, they prcx*eed to dissect our (\>n.stitiu 
Uon. They lindnhat, like other states, sve have a nionarcli ; 
lluft *1 nobiljty, tlioiigli not organized like ours, is eomnion 
to all the great empires of Europe ; but that our distincjion 
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lies in :i jiupiilar^nsiwnibly, whirli litV, und 

aiul strength to the wliole fmincof the (ioveninicnt. Here, 

H 

thm'foro, tiloy find seat <>f <iiir di.srasv. Oiir peccant 
])art is, iindoiilurdly, ^hc IIousi.* of (ominous. Ilcncc our 
presumptuous cxcinjuion Iroiii what was the commop. lot of 
all uur lU'i^hhoiirs : the ancuiialy oii<i;ht forthwith to he 
corrected ; and, tlierefore, the IJouse of Commons must be 
refornu‘d. ' * 

(ientlemen, if. cannot but have struck you as soinewliat 
cxtraonlinarv, that whereas, in speakiuL*; of foreign sove- 
ivi^iis, our reformers are never very sparinir of imcourtly 
c.'pitiu'ts; tlial wheri-iis, in ilisetissintr tlie general principles 
of government, tluy seldom omit an opportunity of di.^cre- 
ditin][:: and deriding the privileged i:njers of society ; yet, 
when they conic to disruss the Hritish Constitution, nothing 
can he more rcspeelful than tliiar hm^-iia^i* towards the 
Crown; nothing more forbearing than their trealinent ITT**' 
the aristocracy. With the lIouM.M>f (*omnions alone they 
take the freedom of familiarilY; upon it they pour out all 
the phials of their wrath, and exhaust lhe[r demmeiatTons of • 
amendment. •• • . 

Gentlemen, this, though extraordinary, is not iinintel- 
ligihle. Tlie reforniens sye wise in* their generation. They , 
know' well enough — and have rend plainly enough in our 
own history, that the jirerogatives of the Crown and the 
])rivileges of the peerage would be hut as dust the 
balance against a preponderating demoeracy. They iiicaii 
deinoeracy^i anti noflHiig elsi*. And, give tJieiii but aJrou.se 
of Commons constriieted on their own ])!iiieiples-«-the jieer- 
age and llie tliroiu* may exist for a day, hut maw be s;vv^)t 
fnwn the face of the earth by tlie lirst angry vote of such a 
*jiJ[ouse of (.'oninions. • ' 

It i.s| therefore, utterly iinnecessiirv for the reformers tS 
declaim, liostility to the C'rowii ; it is, therefore, ulteiiv 
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.sii|K'rflijoii.s lor thorn to iis;iko war a£raiiist ilio |)OcTaj[r(\ 
'I hi-v know lliat, lot but lluii* iiriiioiplos have full phiv, llio 
Crown ami (ho poora^i* wonUi bo loflu' ('oii>titiition which 
they assail, lail a^ iho bair^ap* to* iho army - and the 
dost met ion of (honi but as iho gloanin^s of tho bafllo. 
'riioy know that (ho batllo with tho Ilonsi* of (^nnnions. 
as at prosont oon>titnti'd ; i\^nii tliat, l/mf onoo overthrown, 
and aiiothor pojinlar *a''Sonibly coiistrnolod on *thoir priii- 
oiplo, as tlu* oroaiiiro and depository of tlio ])ooplo's power, 
and the innvaionin<r inslriimoiil of tho poopk^'s will, ilnro 

would not only bo no ehaiieo, but (I will ^o further for 
thoni in avowal, thoiie:li not in intention, than they for 
thomsolvo'^) there would not lie a priMoiuv for the e\islonee 
of any other l)raneh^*f tho ('otistitiitioti. 

(roiitK'inon, tho whole fallacy lios.jii tliis: the reforniors 
reason fnjin false preiiiisO'<‘, and, thi'iofori*, an* driving «tii 
till ir utih.ip|)y^adh( rents to fnise and daiiHrorous eoticliisions. 
'I'ho Constitution of ilii-i otiuntry is a nionarehy, eon trolled 
by two assomblios; llu' one hereditary, and in(lo]X?ndonl 
• alike of lho(’ro\vn and tlio peojilo; tlio other oloeted by 
:uul for the people, by t eieeted ibv the jnirposeof eont Adlili^ 
and noi. of adiiiinisn-rini^ the (toveniiiient. The error of 
t the ri-foniiers, if error it’ rail be filled, is, that they nrjirue 
as if the Coti.-titiilion of this country was a broad and level 
tieinoeraey, inlaid (for onia'.neiit sake) with a peirn^e, and 
t*'ppvd (by .'•nireranee) with a ('rdwil- 

If they say, that, for siieli a Constifiition, that is, in 
eifeeU^for an iirx'on trolled ck»imKTaw*'the 'prcwiil Ifotise 
ofCointmnvs is iiotViillieiently |)opiilar, they are right; ‘but 
siieh. a (^Hinstitution is not what we have or what we desire. 
We are born iiiidei a inonarchy, which it is our ilutyj' as 
imieh as ills Tor our happiness, to' |)roserve ; and whicji 
Hiere eai-iiinl bi* a sliadow of dmibL that the reforms wliich 
are recommemled to iis woulil deMrov. 
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I liivi- ihc iiKViarrliv^ £;i*nfli-inon, hcriiiisi*, limiivd Jinil 
i'oiilriilk'cl a:s il is in (uir iinp|iC ('Diistitiitioii, I it. to 

Ih* not only tlir salrsi ^h-positorv i»f j)o\vvr, but llir .»iiiivsl 
of lilu'rly. If iovo the system of |M)|)iil:ir ivpiv- 
r«eiitati(»n, gentlemen -who eaii have more cause to value 
it- hii'hly tlian I feel at this iiiiiinenr- n iKrtint^ c»n the 
triiinipli.s wliicli it lias earned ftv iius^and addri '^sin^ tlittse 
v. lio Iiave heen the means of aehieiin^ llieiii ? ihit of 
|N)|)iilar representation, I think, tve have enoiitrli for every 
purpose of jealous, sleaily, corrective, ( flicieul ciiiiirol over 
the acts of that monarchical ])ii\ver, which, for tlte safety 
and ior the |ieace of the conuiiuiiity, is lodged in one sacreil 
fainilv, and desceiidilile from sire to son. 

If any man tell me, that the ]M)pi;dar principle in the 
House of (.'onmions i:. not vStront^ eiHuinh for I'fllrtive con- 
trol, nor (lifliisid cnouirli to ensure syuip-ithy with tin* 
poo]de, r aj)peal to the* whole course of the Iraii.sn lions of 
the last war; i deshv to ha\e cited to lye the* iu>iances i»t 
which tlie rroiiM* of ('(muiuous has failed, either to, express 
the niatinvd and setthd opinion iif the imtion, or to citnvey 
-it. to the (’I'owii. Jhit 1 wtini Hin>e \v!'«» may uiulerlakt: to 
make the citation, that they dn not (as, in fact, they almost 
silways di>) siibNtitiite thev own for tin' naljonal opinion, and 
th(:n complain of its having luxai imperLectly echoe<l in the 
lloiisoof (.*ommon>. 

If, on the other Iiaiid,*it Ik; only im^ant to .s<iy, ilmt the 
Mouse of (^unmhns is not the u'/mfr fjtiirr/infrn/ of the 
country-- which, if 'AU powvr he not, oiuy /ir hiii.'/i/ the 
]X?Aple, the .lloii.-e o£ Commons .uuohi t*o i)c, if the penpli' 
were ach‘t|uati-ly reprcseiited — I answe r, tliayk *(»od »ii^is 
not so! (lod iorhifi it. should e\er aim at iKeninine: s!i ! 

Ihit tliev Usik far .'■hort of the iihimale efteci of ihediM*- 
nines of the pri>eiil ilay. wliodmioi mi* that iheiiM-eiideiicv 
I'- iii»'. Mo make ;• IhiUr^e of t'oiuiiioie riich . 1 -., in theorv, if 
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lias al^'ays been defined — a tliird branch the loj^i^slatiirc? ; 
but to absorb the legislative jAid exeejative {xiwers into one ; 
to create an immediate delegation of tlie 'whole authority of 
the iH*ople--to which, practically, iiothing could, and, in 
reasoning, nothing ought to stand in oppositiou- 

Gentlemen, it would be well if these doctrines were the 
ebullitions of the moment,! and ended with the occasions 
which naturally give them their freest ])l.iy ; 1 mean, with 
the season of popular elections. Uiit, unfortunately, dis- 
semlnateil as they are among all ranhs of the conimiinity, 
they are doing ])ermunent and incalculahle mischief. How 
lameiitahly is experience lost on mankind ! for wliew — in 
what age, in what emintry of the world — have doctrines of 
this sort been rediice^l to practice, without leading, through 
aiuircliy, to inilitury despotism? 'the revolution of the 
seasons is not more certain than is this connection of events 
* in ' the course (^f moral nature. 

(reiitleiiieii, to Uieories like these you will do me the 
justice to remember that 1 have always o|)posed myself; 
not more since 1 .have had the honour to represent this 
community, than wlitfii T was* iiiic^Ttain how far my opinions 
on such subjects might coincide with yours. 

I'or opimsiiig these theories, gMitlemen, L have become 
an object of ]K-culinr obloquy; but I have 1)ornc that 
oblo(|iiy with the consciousness of having discliargcd my 
duty ^ and with the consolation, that the time was not far 
distant when 1 should come here among^ you, (to whom 
alone I-owe an account of iny public*^conduct,)^when I 
should have. an opportunity of hearing from you, whetHer 
I Ijad i' flattered my. self) spoken the sense of the second 
commercial community in England ; and when, if — 
fortunately anif amtrary to my belief— 1 had separated 
niyself in •opinion from you, 1 should leai'ii the grounds of 
that se|)aration. 
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(iontlomon, mj ()]))('ct, in ]N>litii*a1 lift*, has always Ixvii, 
ratliiT to nxroiK'ilc tiic.iinliiin to tlio lot whicli lias fnllon to 

t 

them (surely a most j[;;l>jrioiis and Idosscd lot nnion^ nations!) 
than tu unrgravate incurahic iniperfirtions, and to point out 
iinn|rinary and iinattaiiiahio excel lencius for their admira- 
tion. I liave done so, because tliou^h I am aware that 
more >|)lendidly |)o|)ular systeinn of trcivi>rnnient iniglit I)o 
devised tliaii that whieli it is our liappinc'ss to enjoy, it is, I 
believe in my eonscieiice, im|MJSsih1e to devise one in which 
all the ;ri)od (pialities of human nature shoiilil he hnni^^ht 
more beiielicially into action-- in which there should he as 
niiieti order and as much lihcrty— in which jiropcrty fthe 
conservative principle of society) should operate so fairly, 
with a juM Init not an overwhelmi;i^ weif^ht - in wliic)i 
industry should hi* so* sure of its reward, talents of their 
due a^C'ellda^lev, and viriiii' of the m>neral I'steern. 

The theories of jireteriialiiral juirity tire ■fouiuhul on a 
notion of dniii)); away with all these accystcaned relations 
of hreakini; all the lies by whieh society is held to^rether. 
Property is to have no iiilhieiice — tali-ntsi!o resper-t — virtue * 
no lioiioiir, anionir their i1ei^ldioiirluu>d. Naked, abstract 
political ri(i;lit» are to he Si't up against the autiiorilies of 
natuiv and of reason : ai:<l the result of siiHra^es, thus free«l * 
fnmi all the ordinary inlluences which have operated upon 
mankind from the he;rinnin^ of the world, is to ))e - -the 
erection of some iintrieil system of polities, of wNch it 
may he sufllcientTo sav, that it could nut last a dav - that, 
if it rose with the ifiists of the moiTiin;;^ ''it would dissolve 
iiflhe noontide sun. * . • , 

Gentlemen, one ill consecpience of these hri^liartt sclwates, 
^e\Vn where they are the visions of unsound imacriiiatioii,^ 
rather than the sugirestions <»f crafty mischief, is, that they 
tend^to dissatisfy the minds of the uninformed' with tfie 
actual Constitution of their country. 
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To giahitaiii that ('■oiistitiitioii has hq^ui tlu* iiiivarvin^ 
ohjc^i't of niv political life: jfiid the jnaiiitL'iiancv of iu in 
these* latter clays, has, I have said, ^'\poM.-(l me to ohloi|iiv 
and to liatreul ; — to the hatred of those who believe either 
tlicir own reputation for sagacity, or their ^wii means of 
success, to be connected with a chanj^e in the present in- 
stitutions of the country. , 

'We have heard soniethiii^ of lunnbers in the course of 
the present election; and the*re is in mimlH-rs, I confess, a 
coincidence whicli ^ratiiies and jileases ine. TIu* nuinher 
ih nr /tinul ml \\i\> ihiii nf the majority which assured my 
return. It is the iiumluT, 1 am informed, of thus# who 
are assemhled here tcj ^revt me this day. 'J'lii* laM timi' 
that I heard of the luimher f/tfur hiimbnl^ in a way at all 
interesting to myself, was in an iiiiiiiialif)!!, p'lihliely con- 
veyed to me, that precisely that iiuniher of lienies had 
*fl(nind themselves, hy oath to eac*h other, to^ assassinate 
me. (ieiitlemeii, against my three hiindrcil assissins I jiiiL 
Illy three hundrcHi friends, and I feel lU'ither my life nor 
iny popularity in {laii^^i.r. 

, AIji. (’anmm; pjiichided lA* exjiressino his aekiiow- 
led^meiits for the hoiicnir done him in drinking his health, 
and hy pro^Mising that oi* the woriliy cliairman. 
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AT A PTTiSMC Dl.WKK AT LIVKUPOOI. IN .MTKIt TIIK 

»ii:.\LTii ji.)K *‘TiiK iii«:irr iiuNAiritAiii^i-! wii.i.iam iiirsKissoN, 

AM) THANKS TO Ill.M I'OK Ills ATTKNTION TO TIIK IN- 
TKAKSTS OF LlVKKPOOI.," HAD lIKKN DRUNK. 


^(1 F.XTI.KMKX, 

1 riso to rfliirn iiiy own tli.Tiik.s aiul tliosi^ wliirlu I am 
siiru, 1 slioiild have Ijocii coiiimissioiiccl by my ri^ht honour- 
able IVieiui to return Jii Iiis iiaim*, for the manner in which 
you have doni* him the honour to drink his health ; — a man 
whom I iiirver can doscribi? more aptly that 1 once ^uu " 
occasion to descrilie him to some ainoiij^ you; as beiiifr, 
wliat he undoubtedly is, the Ai'.v/ vuui of fumitivjtft //? 

man whosi* extraordinary talents, inatifred by 
loiijr rellection aiul loii^ vXjn'ijence, have qualified liiiiijis 
one of the ablest jiractical statesmen that could be en^raged 
in tile concerns of acoimpercial country. 

(Jeiitleineii, the praisi-s which you have justly bestowed 
on him rectdl to my recollection a debt of gratitude which 1 
owe to you, for the indulgence received fnmi you twe^ years 
ajfo; which gafe him, during my absi^nce, those oppor- 
tunities of sen iiig* -you that have won so doscrvecUy’upoti 
your regard and esteem. (leiitlenieii, *yoii iiKnyJ)e assured 
for him,' that, however totally disconnected from yqji^^ as 
you may be assured for me, whenever our connection may 
/x?a.sc, we shall be anxious to jiroinote, by stll means in our 
|iower, the interests of LiveqMKil ; not only fvom sehii- 
menu of gratitude, Inil because we are quite convinced. 
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tiint, in |)n}niotin;r tlio inti*ivsts of tiii:) ^reat ronmu'rdnl 
tiiwii, wf sirurc t(j tlie p[C'ncr.Tl prosperity of (Jreat Kritaiii 
one of its most iiseriil aiul ciliiMenl supports. I ^vill not sav, 
that if the interests of the nation in any instance at 
variance with tliosc of Liverpool, even as your inemher I 
woiilil take your jiart ; hut 1 will say, that whether your 
nicniber or no, 1 shall alwavs retain the same desire — not 
to benefit you l)y anj jiartial sacrillee of the "ftuTal jjtMid 
in your favour, hut —to advance your {rreatiiess and pros- 
perity, which an* hut tlie samjiles and epitome of the ;^real- 
ness and jirosperity of J'hi^land. 

(ientleinen, you have just reeopuseil, in tlie toast \^liicli 
preceded tlie health of my ri^ht hoiiouralile rrieiid, that 
identity between the landeil and eonimereial interests of the 
kingdom, the priiieiple of whicli I aiji takini^ the liberty to 
ineuleate. The one interest is, indeed, inhen*nt in the soil, 
ffrJ inseparable from it. Hut tliat soil is inen*ased tenfold 
in its value, and the tetniiv by wliieli it is lii-Iii is iiiereased 
tenfold ill its security, by that commercial enterprise wJiieli 
nugiiiirats the wealth of the kiii<;ilom, and strengthens the 

j 

sinews of its marilinie ]}o-.vev. • • 

The consent of dilleiviit orders is the streiiplli and safety 
of tlie state- To set oiif class of society against aiinthiT is 
to endanger the whole. How imie.h more when, as in the 
miserable ])oIities of the present day, an attempt is made to 
S(‘t tlu* poor against the rieli, for the eoiniiion destruction of 
botli ? % 

(itfi^ijleinen, yryir example and yoitf-^aiithorily may do 
iniSch anuyig the multitude whom you employ, to jiro^ct 
thein agaiiist the poisini of such doctrines; to satisfy them, 
that, as your jirosptTity depends upon the general j>nos- 
’ perity of the empire, so do their happiness and comfiftf 
i\poii the niaintenaiiee of tliat order, which not only 
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consists with liberty, but is essential to it, and of tijat coni- 
merco of wliicli lilicrty and oiMer arc the guardians. 

(lontloincn, I now take leave of yon, --with a sentiment 
which is not the less ^’aliiable because it is homely in its 
phrase, and, which will convey, though it d(K*s not fully 
express, all my ginxl w ishes for your ])ros[K'riiy and lia|i- 
piness : I beg leave 1o give — “ The g«^)d old town of Liver- 
jKMiI, and the trade thereof.'* 


SPEECH 

t 

a 

AT THE PUKLIC DIXNEK AT MVKItl’OOL, OIVEN IN HONOUR 
OF MR. C.WMNC'S UK-KLECTIO\, IN THE MUSlC-llALIif^*' 
SATUJiDAV, MARCH 1 .s20. 


(Ienti.i-mex, 

Short as the interval >s* since I h|st met you in llus 
])1ace on a similar occasion, the events which liave filled 
lip that interval have not been uiiinijiorlant. 7'he great 
moral disease whi(!h we then talked of as gaining ground 
on ilieeoiiimiinity has, since that ptTiod, arrived at its most 
extravagant height ; and* since that jieriud also, remedies 
have been applied' to it, if not of permanent cure, at least 
of tcnijiorary initigation. 

fipiitleincn, with rcs|)cct to th^se remedies — J meaii^wiili 
respect to the transactions of the last short sc^sicAi of lij^r- 
liaiflcnt jirevious to the dissolution — I feel that it is my 
cUity, as your reprcsiMUative, to render to jdii some account 
of the part wliich I took in that, ussunibly to wliicli you wilt 

YOU. VI.’ HU 
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me ; I f*'el it my duty alsci, as a membc** of the (iovcrn- 
inent by wliicli those measures were advised. Ujmhi oeca- 
sioiis of sue.li tryini; exigency as those whieh wo liavc lately 
experieneed, I hold it to be of the \\Vy essence of «)ur free 
and pofKilar constitution, that an unreserved intercliaiiii-e 
of sentiment should take place between the representative 
and his ('onstitueiits : and if it accidentally hajipeiis, that 
he who addresses you as your representative, stands also in 
the .situation of u responsible adviser of the ('nr.vii, I reco*;- 
ni/e ill that more rare <K:curreiice a luit le^s strikiiij^ or U-ss 
valuable peculiarity of that Constitiitiou under which we 
have the ha])piiiess to livcv- -by which a MinUler of- the 
(.'rown is brought into contact with ilie «'rcjt body i»f the 
eomniiiiiity ; and the service of the Kindis shown to be a 
part of the service t)f the |)eople. 

(ienllomen, it has been one advanta*r(» uf tlie transactions 

oT^the last session of rarlianieni, that while thev were 

» ■« 

addressed to meet the evils which had ^roun out of chart's 
heaped upon tile Ifonse of C.'ommons, they have also, in a 
^real measure. faMlied the charges tliemselvi's. 

I Wiiuld appeal recfiliectloii of every man who now 

liears me,— -of any, the most cari'less estimator of ])ul)lic 
sentiment, or the most indiflereiit . pect.-itor of public eVeiits, 
wbether any country, in any two ejw»chs, however di.^tant, 
of its history, ever ]ire»ientv.d .such a coiiirasl with itself as 
this oounlrv in No\eniher, bSlO*,^ and this country in Fe- 
bruary, ISJiO? Do 1 e\aweraU‘ wlu'ii I say, that there 
was iKit a man ;d' property who did' iiot tremble for his 
jHiSisessions?- -that* there was not a man of retired sSiid 
]>ei)c-'ahle*hnbits wlio did not tremble for the tran(|nillity 
and si*curity of his home. there wils not a man of 
orderly and relT<rious ))rinciples w'ho did not fear that tho.'^p 
principle.^ were al)out to be cut from under tlie feet of sue- 
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cc'cding frenerntii)ii> ? Was there «^i)y man wlio did not 
apprehend the ('rown to l)e* iii danger? Was there any 
man, attaehed to tlu‘ other branches of the C'onstitiitioii, 
wlio did not conteni{)l.4te with anxiety and dismay tlie rapid, 
and, appanaitly, irresistible difiiisiou of doctriius h4)sHle 
to t})e very existence' iif Parliament as at pres4'nt const!- 
tiiteil, and calculated to exciu*, not, hatred and eontempl 
merely, hut opi-n and audacious force, espivially against 
the Ibiusf'of ( 'onunons ?-> Wli.d is, lit the>e ivsjK'Cts, the 
situation of the country now ? Is llu-iv a tnan of property 
wh(» d(H‘.s not feel the teniin* hy which lie holds his jios- 
ses:<ions to have been strengthened? Is tlu're a man of 
peace who does not feel ins domestic iran()uiHity to have 
been siviired ? Is there a man of imavil and rLligioiis prin- 
ciples win) does not look forward with hi'lter hope to see 
Ills children educated in those prii!ei|»les? -who does not 
liail, with renewed confuieiiee, (lu* revival r4ul iv-istahlish- 
meiit of that m,oral and religious seijse which had heen 
attempted to he obliterated from the hearts of mankind ? 

Well, gi'iitlenu'ii, and what lias inleiwene*! between tlie* 
iv/o jieriocls? A calling of that ilegr^ided Parliament a 
iiuvting of that scoifed-ai and derided House of ('ominous; 
a coifciirreiicc of ihosi* ihrii' liranches 4>f an iinjierfect 
stitution, not one of which, if we .in* to believe the radical 
ref*»rmers, liveil in the hearts, (ir swayed the fei:ling>, or 
coiiiniaiided the respwiei oV the nation ; hut which, ik^^piscd 
as they were wliil!' in a state of separation and iiiaclioi;^ did, 
by a co-operalion of hmr short weeks, ii''iton‘ onliV, (|jL>n- 
(idt'iicc, a revc'reiice for the laws, iinil a just siaiSe 4»fj heir 
own legitimate anlhority. ^ “■» 

Another event, indeed, has iiitervene<l, in itself of a most. ^ 
painful natiirc, Init jxiwcrfiil in .-lidiii^ anil oonlirniiii^ tjit* 
iin)}rus!iioii<i wliirli tho assc’iiililuK' and tiio pnirrt‘din(r!i i}f 
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J^irliainci^t were calculated to ])mdtjee. 1 mean the loss 
wliicli llie nation has sustained tiy tlie death of a Sovereign, 
with whose person all that is veiUTal)le in nic»iiar<-liy has 
been ideniilied in the eyes of sneeessivc generations of his 
subjects; a Siiven-iirn wliose ^<Midness, whose years, whose 
sorrows and siiderin^s, must have sofleiu'd the hearts of 
the most feroeious enemies iiF kindly power; whose active 
virtues, and the memory of whose virtues, when it pleased 
Divine IVovidence that, they should be active no more, 
have been the truide and guardian of his people through 
many a weary and many a stormy |)ilgrimage ; scarce 
less a guide, and <|uite as much a guardian, in the eUud 
of his evi iiing darkness, as in tlu* brightness of his meri- 
dian diiy. 

That such a loss, and the recolN‘'Mioiis and ndlections 
natiirallv arisin*; from it, must have had a lendeiicv to 
revive and ri‘fri;sh tlie attaeinneiii to monarchy, ami to mot 
that atlaclnm-iit deejier in the lu*aris of the peo[)Ie, might 
easily he ^hown by reasoning; but a feeling, truer than all 
reasoning, antieipati's the result, and renders tlie process 
argument luineei'ssayy. So far, therefore, lias this great 
calamity brought wiJi it its own compensation, and con- 
aspired to tlie restoration of peace »lliroiiglioiit the country 
with the mea^-ures adopted by Parliament. 

And, gentlemen, what was the character tif those mea- 
sures 'ft — 'i'he lu'st eulogy of them 1 take to be this : it may 
be said of tliem, as has been said of some'of tlie most con- 
sinninatv' producti-jns ^if literary art, that, tiioiigli no man 
befoivliand' l\:ul exactly anticipated the scope and the delafls 
of lJjL‘'«i, ift) lyan, when they were laid before him, did not 
foci tliat they were precisely sucli as lie would him.se]f hafvo 
suggested. So 'faillifully adapted to ”the case which tliey, 
were franjcd to meet, so correctly adjusted to the degree 
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and nature of <Jio mischief they were intended to^eontroul, 
ihiil, while we all feel lluif they have done iheir work, I 
think none will say tlure has heeii any tiling in them of 
exci'ss «)r sn|)ei\T(i^a4iin. 

We weiY louilly assured hy the ri'fiirmers, that the test, 
throughout ihe country, hy which tho^c who were ambi- 
tious of seats in the new raiTiaineiit would ])e tried, was 

• » 

to he — whether they had su(i|inrted tho>o nu'asiiies. I 
liave in(|uire(l, with as niueli <iili^enee as was compatihle 
with niy duties^ here, after the proceedings of other elec- 
tions ; and, I protest I know no place yet, besides the 
hnstin^s of Westminster and Southwark, al which that 
menaced te.»t has Irvii put to any candidates. To me, 
inileed, it was not put as a test, hiit ohji^cted as a chartre. 
You kiuiw how lha», chart^e was aiisWiTed : and the result 
is to me a majority of 1,3(HI out of ^2,000 voters uptui the 
poll. , ^ 

Jtiit, ^entlenien, though this {|iicstion has not. as was 
threatened, heen the walcliuord orjiopular eleetions, every 
olliiT i-iroi t has, nevertheless, lieeii imjustriously lanployed 
to persuade the peojile, tTiat their lihyrlics have^jeeii esj^eii- 
tiallv abridged by tlie regulation of popular meetings. 
Against that one of the measures pas.sed hy I’arliaineiil, i'l * 
is that the attacks of the radical reformers lia\e been p.ir- 
ticularlv directed, (venlleiiieii, the lirst answer to this 
avernieiil is, that the a'^t leaves untouched all the i;^instiui- 
tioiial modes of assembly which have been known to tin: 
vHtioii s‘Miee''il bWame free. .We are i fond of dating our 
freedom from the Uevolutioii. , I shotild he to Know 
in what period, since the Kevoliitioii (ii|j to a v*iry laic 
period indeeil, which 1 will sjiccily) — in wlial pcriorl i^f,, 
those reigns growing out of the Jlevohrtion — ■*! mean, of 
the first, reigns of tlielluuspof llriiiiswick — did it iMUer 
intu*tlie liead*of man, that such meetings cu)uld be holdeii. 
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nr tlial tlie Lo;;islatiiiv Mcuild tolerate llu- linUlinpr of siu*li 
nicctMigs, as ciisf^raccci this kiitj^doni lor some moiilhs pre- 
vious to iho last session of l\irl lament I' When, therefore, 
it is asserted, tliat such meeting's w^'re never before su])- 
pressed, the simple answer is- they were never J)efore sys- 
lematiciilly attempted io be holden. 

T verily believe, the lirst nieetin;^ of the kind tliat was 
ever attempted and tolerated (I know of none ante.'-ior to 
it) was that called by I-ord (rcMirj^e (jordon, in St. (Iwir^e’s- 
lieliU, ill the year ITiSO, which led t<» the demolition of 
ehajiels and dwellinir. houses, the breaking of prisons, and 
the conikiirratioii of London. Was lji;jf!and never free -till 
1780? Did Jh'ilish liberty sprint^ to Tnrbt from the ashes 
of the metropolis ? AVhat! was there no freedom in the 
rein'll of (Jeorp* the Second.^ Vone Jn that of (leor^e the 
First None in the rei^n oi C^iurn Anno or of Kin^ 
WiKiitm.^ lieyond tlie Itevolution 1 will not ir.). Ibit I 
have always heard, that Hriti.di lilierty v.a> i-'''talili>iied lon^ 
before the com meiieiMi lent of the lau* reinii ; nav« that in 
illie late' rei«^;n (aceprdin^ to popular jiolitieians) it raiher 
siiyk and retro^radejl: and <yel never fill that rei*;!! was 
such an abuse of popular meetings dreamt of, mucli less 
«eri‘et(‘d into a nVIit, not to be ipivstioned Iiy magistrates, 
and not to be controlled by Parliament. 

Do 1 deny, then, the p-iieral right of the people to nii.M?l, 
to petition, or to dclilierate uiioii* their grievances (!(h1 
forhid ! Hut scK'ial right is not a simple, ifbslract, positive, 
imipurijlied term. * Jlights are, in the saiiK* indiudiial, to 
be comparecl with bis duties; and rights in one person 
are be kaliuiced with tlie riglits of others. IaI ii.s take 
this right of meeting in its most extended construction and 
most absolute s^ise. I'he persons wtio called the meeting; 
at '^lunclwstcr tell yon, tlis}i they liad a right to collect 
together countless multitude.^ to discuss the ((uestivn of 
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parlininciitarv rc/orni: to collect tliom wlu-n lljcy would 
and where lliey would, wiihout roiisorit of magistrates, or 
amciirreiKv of inhabitants, dr reference to the comfort or 
convenience of ilie lu i^hlMMirhcMul. jVIav ni)t the ])eaceab1o, 
the industrious inhabitauf of Manchester say, on tliL'other 
hainU I have a riglit to (|uiet in iny house ; I liave a 
right to carry on rny niunufactor\« on wiiicli not tny ex- 
istence only and that of iny children,* iiiit that of my wjirk- 
iiieti and their nunieroiis fannlies depends. 1 have a right 
to be ])roteeted in tiu* exercise of this iny lawful calling; I 
have a right to he protected, not against violence aivl ])hinder 
only, against lire and sword, hut against the terror of these 
calaniilies, and against the risk of llu'se inflielions ; against 
the intimidation or seduetion of iny wiaknu-n ; or against 
the distraction of that attention an'd thi* int'Triiption of 
that industry, uiilnMit which neither tlicy nor I can gain 
our livelihood, f call ii])on the laws to atford me th:U^)r(>- 
tectioti; aiid, if the laws in this country cannot aflcird it, 
cl(*]K'n(1 upon it, I and niy inaniifaetiuvrs must ('migrate to 
some country where they caii.‘'* Here is a coiiiiict c f rights,^ 
between which what is the (li;e!M*in \Vhieh »if the two 
claims iw to give way r Can any reasopahli* being doubt 
(*.:ii.'.any honest man hesitate? I.el private' justice nr puhl'.c. 
eXjK'du’iU'y decide, and can tlie decision hy po'iMhility he 
other, than that iht' jieaccahle and ind list riot n» shall he pro- 
U'Cted — the turbulent aud mischievous put down 

Jhit what similarity is there helween tumults siicli as 
ilu'se, ani^ air ortAtfly nu'i'tiiig, recognised by the luw Air 
aU legitiinnto piir])ose.s of discussion bri])eliiion (iod-for- 
bid, liMt theix' should not be? inodes of assciijlily hyVIiicIi 
every clas.s of this great nation may be brought tcigclner to 
,d<'liherale on any mutters connected with dieir intere.st and* 
tlioir Vreedom, It is, how'cvc*r, an inversion of tjie iiattival 
ordei; of things, it is u disturbance of liie settled course of 
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society, to represent discussion ns overy^ the 

ordinary (KTiipations of life ;is notliin^. To jmileet the 
])eaceable in their ordinary bcciijiations, is as inueh the 
pnjvincc of tlic laws, as to providj^ -Mpporl unities of ilis- 
ciission for every purpose to which it is necessary ami pro- 
perly ap[)licable. The laws do lK)th ; but it is no part of 
the contrivance of the laws, that iinincnse niullitudes should 
wantonly Ijo brought together, month after nioni?i, and day 
after day, in places wliere the very bringing together of a 
inultitude is of itself tlie source of terror and of ilanger. 

It is no part of the provision of the laws, nor is it in tlie 
spirit of them, that sueh iiiultitiides should be broijght 
together at the will of unaiithori/ed and irres])onsible in- 
dividuals, changing the scene of meeting as may suit their 
caprice or convcnieid'e, and fixing it where they have 
neither property, nor domicile, nor eoiniectioii. The sjiirit 
of tl'*^. law goes directly the other way. It is, if I may so 
express myself, eniitienily a sj/iril of eor|K)ration. ’ (oiiiities, 
parishes, townships, 'guilds, professions, trades, and callings, 
^form so many local and ]M)lilical suhdivisuais, inlo wliich 
the ])cople*of England are distributed by the law : and the 
pervading jmnciple, of the whole is that of vicinage^ or 
^ iieighbourhmxl ; by wliidi each man is held to act imder 
the view of liis neighbours; to lend his aid to tliein, to 
Ixirrow' theirs ; to share their councils, their duties, and their 
burdens ; and to bear with them Iik share of responsibility 
for the acts of any of the mciiibers of the coimnuiiity of 
w'hiclrhe forms a part. „ • • 

OJiserve,^ I am s|x?aking here of the reviled and dis- 
credited statute law only, *bul of that venerable common 
law u) wliich our refumuTs arc su fond of appealing on all 
'occabions, 'agaiiisit the statute law by which it is niodilied,,* 
vxillaincd,.ur enforced. Guided hy the spirit of the one, 
no less than by the letter of tlic other, what niaii is thi^fc in 
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this country wlip cnniiot ]H>int to the portion of ^iety to 
whicli lie ? If injury is siistainal, upon whom is 

the injured person expressly ' entitled to come for redness ? 
I'lKJii the liiiiidred, \y^ the division in wliich he has sus- 
tained the injury. On what principle On the principle, 
that as the individual is anieiiahie to the division of the 
connn unity to which he specially I)elon<j;s, so neighbours 
are answerable for each other. Just l.iws, to be sure, 
and admirable equity, if a stranger is to collect a mob 
which is to si:t half ^laiichestcr on fire ; and the burnt half 
is to come iqxm the other half for indemnity, while the 
stnoiger goes oil', iiiu|uestioned, to excite tlic like tumult 
and produce the like danger eisi^where! 

'J'liat such was the nature, such the tendency, nay, that 
such, in all human pnihahility, might liave been the result, 
of iiieeliiigs like that of the lOlh of August, who can deny? 
AVho that weighs all the particulars cJ that ^lay, comptn*ing 
them witli the rumours and the threats that precedcxl 
it, will dispute that such might have been the result of 
that very meeting, if that meeting, so yery legally asscni-* 
hied, had not, by the liA(Spy«deeisi(^i of the inagistrntps, 

. been so very illegally dispersi*d ? • 

1l- is, therefore, not yi cimsonance, hut in cootradictioii i 
to the spirit of the law, that such meetings have been 
lioldi'ii. The law ])rescrihes a r(;r|H)rate character. 'J"he 
callers of these meetings* have always sludioiisly avo^leil it. 
No summons of AveholdiTS — none of freemen — none of the 
inhabitants of 'partiitfidjr places or ])arislie^ — no acUuowledg- 
ment of local or political classification. Just so at the begin- 
ning of the French Ilevolutinii : the first work (if ihe.refor- 
iiwrs was to I(n>s«i every establislii^d political relatioii, every^ 

' Jegal holding man Mo man ; to destroy e^ery ci'irponition, 
to dis'solvc every subsisting class of society, and to redAcc 
the n;^tioii ii]uriiidividiials,-in order, afterwards, to congre- 
gate them into mobs. , 
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Let no person, therefure, run away witt^ the* notion, that 
these tilings were done without dengii. bring logetlier 
the inhabitants of a jiarlieurar division, or men sharing a 
common franchise, is to bring togirtber an assembly, of 
which the coin}K)nent parts act with some res]iect and awe 
of each other. Ancient habits, which the reformers would 
cull prejudices; preconceived ntUichinents, which they 
would cull eoiTiiptioii; that mutual respect which makes 
the eye of a neiglihoiir a security for each man's gtuid con- 
duct, but which the refoniuMS would >ngmati/e as a con- 
federacy among the few for dominion over tlin’r fellows; — 
all tliesc tilings make* iiu'n dillicnlt to be moveiL oiirtlie 
siiddi'iK to any extravagant and violiait enterpri/e. lliit 
bring t(i)rether a multitude of individuals, having no ])er- 

inanent relation to each other no c^fimmon tie, but what 

arises from their concurrence as members of that nurting, 
a tic vM.s5olv(*d .'is sexm as the meeting is at an end ; in such 
an aggregation of individuals there is no such mutual 
respect, no such check ii|)on the proceedings of eacli man 
tfroni the aive of Ifis neighbour's disajiprobation ; and, if 

a niurtitndinoiis .assembly &ifi\ be wrought ii]) to pur- 
poses of mischief, ii will lie an assembly so coinposc^l. 

• How monstrous is it to coufoun^l such meetings with the 
gimuine and recognised moih^sof collecting the sense of tlie 
.Knglish ])cople ! Was it by meetings such .*is tlie.se that 
the l)4!Voliitioii was brought ahi/lit, that grand event, to 
which our antagonists are so fond of referring? Was it 
by meetings in St. ^ Cicorge’s-fields ? • *in 8])a-tields ? in 

Smitldieldi? AVas^t by untold multitudes collected ima 

* . * “ 

villa^* in flie north? No! It was by the meeting of cor* 

. ^poratio'ns, in their corjioratc cajiacity; — liy the assemUy 
of recognised Ubdies of the state; 15y the interchange o( 
ojnnions among portions of .the community known to each 
other, and capable of estimating each other’s vicwvi and 
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c'.li«nractLT3. Do ve want a more striking mode of remedy- 
ing grievances llian thi-s ? J)cr wo ro(|uiro a more animating 
example P Anil did it mnain for the reformors of the pre- 
sent day to strike out the enurso liy whielt alone (ireat 
Jtritc'iiii could inake and Tvceji herself free ? 

Gentlemen, all power is« or ought to he, aceonipanied by 
responsihility. Tyranny is irresj)ousil)le {)ower. ^rhis 
definition is e(]ually true, wliether the power he ItKiged in 
one or many whether in adi>])ot, evenipted hy the form 
of governiiient from the controul of law: or in a moh, 
whose nun ihers put them heyond the reach irf law. Idle, 
theivlore, and absurd, to tiilk of freedom where a moh 
iloiniueers ! Idle, therefore, and absurd, to talk of liberty, 
when you hold your property, perhaps your life, not indeed 
at tlie nod of a despo*, hut ai the will of an iuilamed, an 
infuriated populaee ! If, therefore, during tin; reign of 
terror at Manchester, or at Spa-lields, then* were 
in this country who had a right to complain of tyranny, it 
was I Illy who loved ihi* (^institution, who loved the 
monarchy, hut who dart'd not utter their opinions ol: their 
wishes until their houses" were liarriciided, and their rhij- 
• dreii sent to a place ol* safety, 'rh.it w;is tyranny ! and, so 
far as the -mob.s were under the controul of a leader, that 
was despotism I It was against tlnit tyranny, it was against 
that desjiolism, that I’arlianieut at length raist'd its arm. 

All power, I say, is vfcioiis that is not accoiup.'uiii'il hy 
proportionate responsibility, rersoiial responsibility pre- 
vents the abuse of individual jiower: responsibility of clia- 
rarter is the security against the abuse of colliTtive jKjwer, 
when cxiTcisc'd by bodies of iiion whose i*xisteiice iii.|)er- 
^madent and denned. Hut strip such bodies of these 
^pialities, you degrade them into iiuiltitudcs, and then wrhat 
security have you against any .thing that they may do or 
resolvtf, knowing that, fnan'tlie moment at which the mcet^ 
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ing is ^at an end, th(TC is no human beinp^ responsible fur 
their proceeding ? The nitfeting at jVraiu-hester, the meet- 
ing at liirniinglium, the meeting at Spa-helds or Siiiiilineld, 
M'hat pledge could they give to tluynation of the siniiichiess 
or sincerity of their designs ? The local character of Man- 
chester, the local character of Itinninghain, was not pledged 
to any of the proceedings to.wliich their names were ajipended. 
A certain number of ambulatory tribunes of the people, 
self-elecU*d to that high function, assumed the name and 
authority of whatever place they thought proper to select 
for a place of meeting ; their rostrum was pitched, some- 
times here, sometimes tliere, according to the fancy of the 
mob, or the patience of the magistrates ; but the proposition 
and the jtrojmser were in all ))luces nearly alike ; and when, 
by a sort of j^ditieal veiilrihK|uisin,4hi* same voice had been 
made to issue from hulf-u-do 2 sen diiferenl corners of the 
coGn^ry, it was iinpiidenlly assumed to be a^ concord of 
sweet s(iuiids, coinpo>iiig the united voice of tlie jieitple of 
Kngland ! * 

NoV, gentlenicm, let us esiiinate the mighty mischief 
^lat has been done^tp liberty by putting down meetings such 
as 1 have described, l^'t us ask, whut lawful authority Ir* : 
been curtailed; let us ask, whit respectable eoniift unity 
has l>een defrauded of its franchise; let us ask, what iiiuni- 
cipal institutions have Inm violated by a law whicji lixeM 
the yiigratory complaint to the i^Mit wlience il professes to 
originate, and desires to hear of the grievance from those by 
wlionvthat grievance is felt; — which teavcs^lo llunchcster, 
as'Mancbester, to^liruiingham,as Jlirmingham, to London, 
as j(|<oiidon, all the free scope of utterance which' they have 
at any time enjoyed for making known their wants, flieir 
feelings,' their ^wishes, their remonstrances; — which leaws 
to each aof these divisionij its separate autliocity — to the 
union of all or of many of them the aggR'gatc autliorily of 
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such a coiisetit aacl co-oporatinii ; but wliicli denies to an 
itinerant hawker of grievances'* the |)ower of stam])ing their 
names upon his wari s ; of pretending, I)ccaus(* he may raise 
an outcry al ]\lunchestL-4' or at Birmingham, that hi; there- 
fore speaks thjL‘ sense of Vhe town which he dis(|uicts and 
endangers; or, still more ])n'|K)steroiis1y, that because he 
has (lis(|iiiete(l and endangered h;ilf-u-doxen iieigiibourhoods 
in their turn. In- is, therefore, the i»rgan of them nil, and, 
tlirough them, of the whole British piMjple. 

Snell are the stupid fallacies which the law of the last 
session lias extinguished ! and such are theobjeet and effect 
of tile measures whieli British liliorty is not to survive ! 

To riMiiedy the dreadful wound thus inflicted upon 
British liberty, — to restore to the pin ijde what the people 
have not lost — to give *7 new' impulsi; to that spirit of free- 
dom which nothiiig has been done to embarrass or restrain, 
we are invited to alter the constitution of ^tliat ass^Mbly 
through which the people share iii the legislature ; in short, 

* to iiiaki! a radical re-form in the House of ( -ommoiis. 

It has always struck me «as extraordinary, that there 
sfiould be persons prepai\*d to oiitertjiin tlic i|uestion of ^a 
<^iange in so important a member of the*Constitiitioii, with- 
out boiisidering in what* way that change must affect the 
situation of the other members, and the .action of the Con- 
stitution itself. 

I have, on former odt-asions, stated hen*, and T^liave 
stated elsew’licre,* ipiestions on this subject, to which, as 
yet, T havtf never rcA'ived :iii answer. You who propose 
to Reform the House of Coiiimons, do ^011 memi»to restore 
that branch of the legislature to the same state hi wlvch it 
' stdbil at some former {H*ri(Kl ? or do you mean to re-con- 
Striict it on new' princrplesr” 

Pcrhajis^ a moderate reformer or wliig will answer, tKat 
he moans only io restore the House of Commons to what it 
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was at some former ])cri(KL I then beg to ask him'-aiul io 
lliat ({UGstioii, also, I have never yet received an answer — 
** At what period of our history was the House of C^nn- 
mans in the stale to which you wish to restore it 

The House of Comnious must, 'for llic ])uq)osi? of clear 
argument, be considered in two views. First, with respect 
to its agency us a third part in the (!onstitution : secoiully, 
witli res])eci to its eoii]|M)sition, in relation to its consti- 
tuents. As to its agL‘iiey sis a part of the Constitution, 1 
venture to say, without hazard, as I beluivc, of contradic- 
tion, that there is no period in the history i>f this country 
ill whicli the riousi* of Comnions will be founii to viave 
ucciipied so large a share of the fi met ions of (rovcM-miient 
as at present. AVIialcver else may be said of the Hotise of 
Commons, this one point, at least, is indisputable, that from 
the earliest infancy of the C'or.stitution, the power of the 
Hoffic of CoinmoiLs has been growing, till it has almost, 
like the rod of Aaron, absorbed its fellows. I am not say- 
ing w hether this is or is not as it otight to be. 1 am merely 
. saying \vhy I think that it cannot be intended to com])!ain 
of the want of powej, and of a d^•^ sliare in the (hivern- 
ment, as the defect «of the modern House' of (Simmons. ,•.!> 
I iwlniit, however, very willingi.y, that the greater slian? 
of power till' House of Comnions exercises, the more jia- 
loiis we ought to he of its cf>m position ; and I pre>uine, 
therefore, that it is in this res]K<'t, and in relation to its 
constituents, that the stale of that House' is contended to 
want ravision. Well, then, at what period of oMr liistory 
w’aK'tliecoiMposilion Af the liistorv of the House of (/omimAis 
mute^ally "dilmreiit fj'oiii wliut it is at present Is there 
any ])criod of our history in which the rights of electitm 
were not us various, in which the influence of property w'.'u. 
not as direct, in which recfjitiiiiciidutions of candidates were 
not as efficient, and some bordughs as close as they arc 
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now ? 1 ask foj inforinntioii : hut that information, plain 

and simple as it is, anil m^:ej&sarv, one should think, to u 
clear iinderstniidinp;, much more to a {>rave ilecision of the 
point at issue, L nevci*, lluui^li soliciiin;rii with all humility ,• 
have ever yet lu'en ableVto obtain irom any reformer* radical 
or whi^. 

The radical reformer, indeed, to do him justice, is not 
bound to *fiirni.^ii me with an answer to this cpiestion, be- 
cause with /iis view of the matter, j)recedents (except one, 
wliieh 1 hliall mention fnoseiitly) have nothing to do. The 
radieal reformer would, piro'nably, give to iny hrst i|iiestion 
an iiiswer very diifereiit from that wl)ich I have supposed 
his moderate brother to give. He will tell me fairly, tliat 
be means not simjily to hring the House of Commons back, 
either to the shisri» of iiovver wliieli it formerly enjoyed, or to 
the modes of eli;ctiuii by whicli it was formerly chosen ; but 
to make it what, according to him, it ought to be— suiirect, 
eircclual rc|)resentative of the people; representing them 

• not as A delegate eonimissioiUMi to take eare of their interests, 

• • • 

but as a deputy ap|)oiuted to s|K‘alv their will. Now to this, 
view of the matter, d liaH* no. other obiection titan this : — 

^luu' the .IS^ti^ll (/onstitiition is a limited monarchy; that a 
limiAxI moiiarcliy is, ii\ the nature of thingH,^ a mixed 
goveriimeiit ; but* that such a House of Coiniiion.s as the 
radical reformer re* |ui res woidd, in eilcct, eonstiuite a pure 
democracy ; a power, a.'^Hi. appi'ars to me, incniLsisteiit with 
any monureliy, jhuI unsusceptilde of any limitation. 

I inav Jiav^ great ri>j)cc.t for the person who ijj&rcti- 
cfjlly pridcrs a ri'public- to a monarcify. J)ul,« even Taip- 
]M)sing rile to agive with him in his preferene.^, 1 ij^iould 
hjA'c a preliminary ipiestion to discuss, Iiy winch' he, 
jierhajis, may not fed himself embarrasseil ; which is this, 
wliellier 1^ born as I am (and as / think Ji is my good ibr- 
tuneV be) tfniler a monaidiy^ am ipiitc at lilnirty to con- 
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adiT mjsolf as having; a clear stage for^ jxditical cxi^eri- 
lYieiits ; wlietluT 1 should bo authorised, if I wctc coiivinceil 
of the expediencry of such a tliange, to withdraw' iiioiiarchy 
altogether from the llritish Constitution, and to sul)stitute 
ail unquuliliod democracy in its sKad ; or whether, what- 
ever changes I may be desinais of introducing, I nin not 
bound to consider tlie Constitution which I lind as at least 
circiiniscrihiiig the range, and, in some measure, pro- 
scribing the nature, of tlie iinpn»veincnt. 

For my own part, I am, undoubtedly, prepared to u|t- 
hold the ancient monarchy of the country, by arguments 
'drawn from what I tliink the blessings which wv have^cn- 
joyed under it ; and by arguments of another sort, if argu- 
ments of another sort shall ever be brought against it. Ihit 
all that I am now contending tor is, that whatever reforniap- 
tion is ])ro|Misi‘d, sliould be eonsidcTed w'itli some refen^nce 
to the. « established Constitution of the cmiiitry. That 
point being concedi-d to me, 1 have no difliciilty in saying, 
that 1 cannot conceive a Constitution of which oiie-third 
,]Kirt sluill be an assembly delegated by the pwiple- not to 
consult foi* tlie good of the, Jindon, Imt to speak, day by 
day, the pi'oplo's will — which must n<»t, in a few days sit- . 
, ting, swe^i away every other bra\jcli of the (.'onstitij^ion 
that might attemjit to op{Mi>c or controiil it. I (‘annot 
coiiceivi' how, in fair reasoning, any other braneh of the 
Constitution sliould pretend to stand against it. If (lovern- 
ment be a matter of will, all that we have to do is to collect 
the will, of the nation, and, having eoUik;ted: it Ijy an ude- 
qua^^ orgi^n, that will is paramount and supreme. Ify 
what pretei 4 sion could tlie Ibuisc of Lords be maintained 
in equal authority and jiirisdietion with tlie House ..of 
Commons, wherv once tliat House uf Commons should 
become a direct deputation, sjK'aking the ])eople''s will, and 
tliat will the rule of the Govenimciit ? In one w'ay or other 
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tin; IIouso of r. 4 )i'ils must act, if it be to remain i) concur- 
rent branch of the legislature, bather it must uniformly 
atlinn the measures which come from tlie House of C*oni- 
nioiis, ur ii must, (IbcasioiiailY, take the libcrlv to reject 
them. If it imirormlvvifiinn, it is without the shadow of 
authority. Ihit to presume to reji'Ct an act of the deputies 
of tile whole nation !-- by wh:^ nssiipiplioii of ri^ht could 
ihri'e or lour himdn'd threat proprietors set themselves 
a;i:ainst the national will P (irant the reformers, then, what 
they ask, on the principles on whieh they ask it, and it is 
utterly impnssilile that, after such a icfbnii, tiu* ('onstitu- 
tiou should hiiiir consist of more than one body, and that 
one body a popular assembly- 

Whv, gentlemen, is this theory? or is it a tliiwy of 
mine? If then* he, /imonp^ those wlio luvir me, any man 
who has been (;isiii tlie jircuemus enthusiasm of youth any 
man may lihmu'Iessly have Ik-oii) bitten liyjdie docflHTnesof 
reform, I imploiy liim, before he ;;:oes^forward in his pro- 
gress tb embrace those dcxrtriiies in their radical c^xtent, to 
turn to the history of the transactions jii this country in 
the year ICilS, and Ih exahune»the beamings of those trans- 
•;tctioiis on this very (piestion of radical refonn. He will 
iixid, '^gentlemen, that the* House of Commons of * that day 
passed the following resolution : — 

Kesolvi'd, that th«.' pcMiple are, under (mkI, the original 
«)f all just power/’ * ’ • 

Well !--can aity sentiment be more just and reasonable? 
Is it not ^be fi)iiiid.(tioii of all the lilicrUes of mankiiid ? 
Ill* it so. Let us pnK'i.vd. Tl^e IJuii.^e of (oimnons fol- 
lowed up this resolution by a second, which ruils in .i^me- 
thiag like these irrnis: — 

^ “ Uesolved, that tht (-ommons of Englaitd, assembled in 
Parliament, being chosen by ugd representing tlAi peoplt', 
have /%!* .suprctiic auihorlty 6f this nation.” 

‘VOL. VI. r c 
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In tivis resolution the leap is taken. « Ijo the raciieai 
reformers deny the premiM-s oiSr llie iiiferenee.^ or do they 
adopt the whole of the tempting precedent before them ? 

liut the inference did not slop titerc. ^I'lie House of 
Commons proceeded to deduce, frefi these prcqioMtioiis, an 
inference, tlie apparently logical dependancc of which 
upon these ]>rnpositi(;ns I .wish 1 coiiUI see iogictilly dis- 
proved. 

‘‘ Jtesolved, (without one dissiMiting v(»ice,) That what- 
sm*ver is enacted and declared law hy the Commons of Kiig- 
laiid, assemliled in Parliumeiit, hath the force of law, and 
all the jteople of this nation are iiieliided therehy, ulthtuijh 
ihe vonsmt mul nmcurmur of the amt House of 

Peers he not hiu! thervunUu'^ 

Such was the theory : tlie praetu‘al inferences were not 
Lardy in their arrival, after the tlu*ory. hua few weeks the 
lloilS^'of Peers* was voted useless. We all know what 
beuinie of the CVowii. 

Such, J say, were the radical doctrines of and such 
> the coAsc(|iieiices to which they naturally led. If we an* 
iii/liiced to admit promt A;s jio^', who is it, 1 should 

be ghid to know, <hat is to guarantee us against similan^ 
conclusions t ^ ^ 

Tliese, then, arc the reasons why with jealopsy 

at schemes of parliamenUiry reforn'.. I IcMik at them with 
still i|tore jealousy, Itecaiisi', ill oii^of the two clasM-s of men 
who co-o])tTate in support of that f|ueAion, I neviT vet 

* . • c 

* The sftinc clay (.lanuary 30, l('i4S.f)) tlie. Lords defin'd a 
corifc'encc Ivitk tli(! Coiniiions alioiit .titling the (iovcTiiiiirrit, ami 
the administration of jiistic:e, tlie judges' (-oiiinfiysidiis hciiig diler- 
miiird by tlindc^alh of the King. The Commons, without ^auswi n- 
inj; the messenger, voted die l^trds to V»o useless and dirngirous, and 
therefore to he aholislied."— -Jftapiig; /o, roL iu jk .*j74. . 
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fdund any two nidividiials who held tliesame doctrines; I 
never yet heard any iiitolli«;;yde thcoi'V of ref<»rin, except 
that of ihe radical^ reformers. Tlieirs, indeed, it is easy 
eiuMi^h to underMantl.. Hut as for theirs, I cortaiidy am 
not yet fully prepared.^ T, f<ir iny part, will not consent to 
take one >lep, without knowing cm what principle I am 
inviied t'* take it, and (whiclfis, |^M'liaps, of more conse- 
cpience), without deelarin<r on what principh*, I will ao/eoii- 
M‘nt that any stej), !:owever harmless, *^hall he taken. 

What more harn.less tliaii to disfranchise a corrupt 
horoii^rh in Cornwall, which has exercised its franciuse amiss, 
and hroii^ht shame on itself, and on the system of which it 
is a ]iart ? -■ Nolhi:i<;. 1 have no sort of olijection to doiiij^, 
as PjirliaiiKMtt has often chaie in -iiich cases, f siipposiiifr 
always tiie ease to *'hi' proved,) — to disfraiiehisiii^ the 
horoii^h, and n'fulerin^ it incapable of ahiisin;; its franchise 
in futiin*. Hut, though I liaxeno ohjeciion'to doin^ this, I 
will ;//i/ do it oii< the principle of speeidalive improvtMneiit. 

1 do it on the principle of sjiecilic punishment for afi/»fience. 
And 1 will take (Toud care, .til It no infiTi'^iice shall he drawn ‘ 
froiii my consent m this sp«*eific casc^,'as to any sweepihg 
^eoneiirrence ill a scheme of general .alteration. 

N.iy, 1 slioiilil tiiiiik if liii^lily disiiiireiiuoU'< to siifler the 
radical n-formers lo ima,:xine that they had ^aiiu'd a single 
.step towards the admission of tln-ir the-orv, hy any Mich 
instance of particular animadversion on proved mi>co7idiict. 

1 consent to siieh disfranchisement ; hut I do so, not. with 
a view' of Yiirtlieriii/f the radical system— "rather of tliw;irt- 
inir it. I am willing to wip'/ oai any hlot in* the |>resent 
system, because I mean the present system to .Maud, -l^will 
jtako away a franchifje, liocause it has been practically * 
fihus£'(l; not because I am at all disposed to inquire into tbc 
c)ri«]rii\ or tv» discuss the utility tif ail such fran; liises, smy 
more Ilian I mean to immirc, gentlemen, into your titic.s 
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to voiir estates. l)isiVani‘l)iHii^ (ir.‘Uii|)(>Liifti, (if that is to 
he so,) I mean to save Old Sjo-iini. 

Now, Sir, I think I deal fairlv with the radical reionners; 
more fairly tliaii those who would sidler il to be supposed 
by them, that the disfranehisomen' ^of (h'am|>«iuiid is to he 
the he^iniiin^ of a system of ri'foriii: while they know, anil 
I hopiMiiean as wellfis I dn, to ivrorm (iy the sense 
of chani^e) hut to |)reserve the (*onstitution. [would not 
delude the reformers, if I could; and it is (|iiLle Useless to 
attempt a delusion ii])oii ])ersoiis ipiite as sa^aeioiis in their 
'feneration as any moderate reformers iw anti- reformers of us 
all. They know full well, that the whi^s h.ive no \How 
notion than 1 have of parting with the close lionuii'hs. 
Not they* indeed ! A, l.‘ir«fe, and perhaps the lari»i‘r, |i;«rt 
of them are in their hands. Why, in the asM'inhly to 
which you send me, ffentlemen, some of thn!.e who sit on the 
same side with '.ne represent, to Ih> sure, less popular jilaees, 
than Liverpool — hut on tlieheiieli ininiedijilely over against 
me, I dtscry, amongst the most eminent of our rivals for 
' power, scarce any I'ther sort of representatives than mem- 
hers for close, or if yen will, for rotten ’l)orou»hs. 'I’o siip- 
])ose, therefore, that oiir political opponents have an*^ 
thoughts V)f getting rid of the cliise horoiighs, wonld'i he a 
gross delusion; and, 1 have no doiiht, they will he (|uite 
as fair and open with tlie reformers on this point as 
1 ani: 

Aiid why, gentlemen, is it that I am satisfied with a 
system which, it is said, no man cun support wh.) is imt in 
love with corruption r Ls it that L, more than any oliuT 
jiianiyaui afnud to face a iMipular election.^ I'o the last 
question you can give the answer. 'J'o*! he former, 1 'will 
answer for rayidf. I do verily believe, as 1 have already 
said, that a complete and perfect deinocratical rcpre.seiila- 
tign, such as the reformers aim at, cannot exist as pn.'t of a 



ini\(‘(i «^<i\i>niirK'!ri. It nmv i‘\ist, .'iiid ior I 
cari*, snnv rxisl luMuliViallv whole. Hut I am n(»t. nciiI 
to L’.irlianient to i!h|iiire iiit(» the c|Ue^tiol1, whether a demo* 
eraev nr a tuonarehv fie'the lu*st. Alv li*1 is east under the 
liriii^h iiionarehy. I’licVrlhat I have lived- -under that I 
have* seen my country lloiirish- -under that ( have ^een it 
enjoy as o-n al a share of |misj?perity.j of lin]»|)iiK.ss, aiid of 
'^lory as I believe any inodifieation of liuman sneiety to be 
e.‘|);:ble of be-towini»; : and ] am ni»t |}re)>ared to saeriliee 
*»r I o hazard the.tVuil of eeiiliirii'^ of experience, of een- 
liM ies of strue'.U'K'S) iuid of more than one century of iiberlv, 
as {Perfect as ever blessed any country upon the earth, for 
visionary schemes of ideal perfect ihi lily, or for doubtful 
eN|ieriments even of possible impnoeimail. 

I am, therefore, Ibri the House of Commons ns a |Kirt, 
and not as the tdiole, (»f the (iovernment. And as a part, 
of the (iovi;rnnient, 1 hold it to be frantic l ii siipiMfi?', thiii 
from the elect i<in , of members of HaiTiaiiuait you can alto- 
^I'lher exclude, by any eontrivalice, even if it «\Te desirable* 
to do <o, the iiilluenee of properly, rrejh, talents/ family 
coniieetion, and wb:?tever eisi*, in tins .radieal lan;ri|.|^.. 
rhe day, is eon.sidered a.', intimitlation or'eorriipiifin. i be- 
lieve*, that if a reform, to the ixlent of that demanded by 
the. radical reformers, were ^ranted, you would, before an 
imimal election came round, lind that, there were new eon- 
neelions' p;ro\\ n up which* you imi.st a«faiu destroy, irov in- 
il lienee act I 111 red w'liieli you inii.st di.spo.sse.ss of its aiitlnyrity ; 
and that i:i these frubless attempts at unattainable purity, 
YoCl were working; against the iialurareiirreiU t)r luniiaii 
nature. _ 

T believe, therMbre, tliat, ixnitrive bow yiMi will, .some 
(Aicli liuman motives of action will lind r<M”m to (.'peraic in 
the election of members of l*av!iametit. I think' that ibis 

m ^ • 

must und ouglit to be so, unlcs.s you mean to exclude from 



the i*on|;crns of the nation all iiitTl wealtli, nil inactive 
talents the retired, the aged,* and the iiilirtn, all who can- 
not face popular assemblies' or engage in busy life; in 
short, unless ^'oii have found some ex^)edient fur disarming 
])ro|)erty of iiilliience, without (wMt I ho])e we are not yet 
ri|)e for) the abolition of propertv iw*lf. 

1 wouKl have by choiee^-T-if the choice were yet to be 
made — 1 would have in the House of ('ommons ^reat 
variety of interests, and I W(»ulc! have them iind their way 
there by a ^reat variety of rights of eleclion ; satisfied 
that uniformity of election would produce any tiling but a 
just representation of various interests. As to the elosi*«bo- 
rou^hs, I know that through them have found their way into 
the 1 louse of (\immoiis, men whose talents have been an ho- 
nour to their kind, and whose names ;i re interwoven with the 
1)riahtest periods in the history of their eovntry. I cannot 
tliink'Ti/at systi'in altogether vieious which lias produced 
such fruits. Nor can I think that there should he but one 

I*. 

road into, that assembly, or that no man shonid he presumed 
fit for tiie deliheratinns of a senate, who has not had the 
nefves previously to^jQace the*stornis of^lhe husiinns. 

I need not say, (kaithaiieii, that 1 am one of the la^tt-* 
men to dis])arage the utility and •Ji^nity of pojnihir jt'lec- 
tions. I li:ive j];ood cause to speak of iRein in far diflervnt 
language. ])ut, among nniiiherless other considerations 
whiclic endear to me the favoiir.s whnch I have reeeived al 
your hands, 1 confess it is one, that, asyo\ir representative, 
I am 'enabled to sipeak my geiiuiiie seirdmeiits on this (as I 
thiiik it) vital (pie^tioii of jjarliamentary reform, without 
the icn]Hithtiop of shrinking from popular canvass, or of 
seeking shelter for myself in that species of representation 
which, as an cldknent in the cumiHisilion of raiiiameiit, ^ 
never shall cease* to defend. , 

In truth, Gentlemen, tliougH the questioh of reform is 
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iiKido ihi* jirotrxi i>r iliiisi- piTSfiiis wlm Iiavr Vi’Xi**! (he 
country for sonic iViontlis, I .verily believe, tliaL tlicre arc 
very few even I 1 them who eil her give credit to their own 
exsiggerations, or ei.iv, inueh about (he iiiiprovemcnts which 
tliey recomineiid. W!,iv, do we not m-c that the mo.-^*. 
violent of the refornu‘rs\>f the day an* aiming at seals in 
that asseml)l\\ wliicli, according to their fiwn theories, 
they shoulii have left to wallow in its own jiolliition, dis- 
eoiiiitenanced and unredeemed? It is. true, that if they 
found their way thiTi^ thew might endeavour to bring us 
to a si'iise of oiir iiiisdeetls, and to urge us to redecMii our 
character by some self-eoiidenming ordinance ; but would 
not the authority of their name.s, as our assoeiate.s have 
more than eoiiiiUThalanecd the force of their eloquence as 
our reformers ? ' 

I 

Hut, (feiitlemeii, 1 am f<ir the whole (\>nsiituiion. The 
liljcriy of the subject as much depends on tin* im^tenance 
of the constitutional prerfigatives of the Crown - -on the 
acknowledgment of the legitimate ))ower .of the othir 
House of Parliament, as it does in upholding lhattsu|ireme 
power (for sueh is p-^Wer of the |)iirse, in jwie siaise of^ 
the w«)rd, though not in the sen^H* t)f ll|e resolution «)f 1({48) 
which reside^ in the deiu.oerutical branch of the ( \>nstitution. . 
AVhatever heyonJ its jii.M. proportimi was gained by one 
part, would be gained at the expense of the whole; and 
the balance is now, perhaps, as nearly ])oi-ed as hiiinan 
wi.sdoni can adjust it. I fear to touch that halance. 
tlie disturlia.Jice which must bring cciiifiision on i lu- 
nation. * „ • 

Gentlemen, I trust there are few, very fibv^ reajtmable 
and enliglilenal men ready to lend ihemselves to projects 
of confusion. Rut A confess I very imwh wi.<;h, that all 
who are not ready to «lo si> would consiiler the Ul effect of 
any** countenance given, publicly or by apparent implication. 



to those wlioni« in their hearts and jiKl^niei)ts, tliev despis-e. 

1 reinenitK'r that most exccllciU and able man, Mr. \Vil- 
herlbree, once saying-, in the *1 louse of (Commons, that he 
“ never believed an o{)].K>sitioii really wish luischiet* to 
the country; that they only wisheij^j list so much mischier 
as might drive their oppments c»ut, and ])laee themselves 
in their room/' Now, CM-ntleinen, I cannot lu-ip thinking 
that there are some persons tatn])ering witli the (piestion of 
reform soinetliiiig in the s£ime s])irit. They do not go so 
far as the reformers; they even state irrecoiieilal)Ie dilfe- 
rences of o])inion ; but to a certain exti'iit they agree, and 
even co-o]HTute with them. Thi'V ccw)perati? with tli^n 
ill iiiHaining the ])iil)lic ieeling not only against the Ci(3vern- 
ment, Iiiil against the sup|K)rt given by Parliauieiit to that 
(ioviTiinient, in the ho|ie« m* doubt, of atlraetiiig to them- 
selves the popularity which is lost to their opponents, and 
thnsbeuv!' t'liabled to eorrivt and retrieve the errors of a 
displaced administralion. Vain and hopeless task to raise 
such a spirit tijid then to govern it ! 'I'hey may sliihiilate 
die steecL'i'into fury, till the chariiit is imrried to the brink 
of a precijilce; but* do they . ilatter tlif iiiselves that they 
cun then leap in, aiu|' hurling the incompetenl driver frbm^ 
•Jiis seat, clfeck the reins jtist in tiinp to turn from the preci- 
pice and UMiid the fall - I fear they would attempt it in 
vain. The impulse, onee given, may he too impetuous to be 
controlled: and, iiiteiuliiig only to el laiige the guidance of 
the machine, they may hurry it nud them.selves to irre- 
Irievalfie. destruction. , * • 

]\ray every man who lias a stake in the country, whether 
from jjtuatvm*, from character, from wealth, from his 
famil}', ami from the liopes of his children — may evciy 
man who lias a st'Rse of the blessings Vor whicli he is in- ^ 
ilebfed to tke form of Government under which lie fives, 
see that the time is come, at whicli his derision mii^ be 
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i.'ikriK anil, wliwi oiiou taken, steadf-istlv acted upon — for 
or against ilic iiiNtitiitions of ilu? Hritisli inonarcliv ! 'I'Ihj 
time is conio at wliidi there is*l)nl that line of deniareation. 
On which side of tlAat line Wi% (ieiitleineii, .slinll ran^* 
ourselves, oi)r choice h/s lon^ a^o been made. In acting 
upon that our common choice, with my best elibrts and 
exertions I shall at once faitlifiilly ^represent your m'uIU 
iiients, and satisfy my own iiid^rmont and conscienci*. 


. si>i:e( H 

AT TIIK riJlIIJe DlNNKIl AT 1.1 VI-'.K J'OOI., IV Till-: I.Vi T.I M 
ROOM, ON' rUlDAV. Till-'. JJOtII I*,!' AI lil’ST, 

(ll'.NTl.KMKX, 

Often a.s I have* had (Kvasion to ex])re.«!^ my tWnks to 
my constituents, I never rosi* iiinler leelin^^s so oppressive 
as tho<(? which 1 experience at the jireseiit •moinent. It 
is not that the inanifeMation of vour kindness is*ne\v nr« 

• M 

siraniiv, for it lie^rtn widi* y<Rir firs^ iinsoliciten selirtiim 
of nie, and has ^rown with the' (rrow4h of our actpiaint- 
anc(.*p but the more tlmn usual— the crowning kindness 
of this moment, * when [ come anion^ you to return 
thanks for the past, and to terminate our connection for 
the future, is really ov(rcomin^% and almost takes^ from 
nu» the faculty of expressing the excess of acknowledgment 
which it iijspii^'s. * • , , * 

X-u'iitleinen, let those who doubt tlic'^yiracticaU excellence 
of the ))olitical institutions of (ireat liritnin l•^ok ;tt the 
scone which tliian a.sseniblv exhibits; and when they sec 
'bow far an humble individual, without per.^onal distinction, 
or perMRial claims of any kind oji the consideration or goAd- 
will ^ a great* community*, can earn their ^>od opinion, 
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and, I may venture to fkiv, their aflectiuy, siin])ly hv ilie 
[KTfoniiaiKV of liis public dut^ as thoir representative^ let 
tliein consider what guararftees there must be for the 
security of a country in which such i:oanections are formed, 
and fur a constitutiuii under wlii^i such a j^iublic inter- 
change of ri'ciprocal esteem and reciprocal obligations is 
maintained. Never can such a countrv sink under tlie 
vainly appreheiuled daugcT of despotism ; nevei\ I trust, 
can such a coiistitiiiioii he made the victim of tliat op|M)site 
find ccpially formidahic danger- -of anarchy, which would 
involve not only the ruin of all that is venerable in our 
establi.diments, but the extinction of all tliat is c'stimaJlile 
ill social life. 

Cicntlemen, there an*, indeed, other roads to power and 

to [lopularity. J*ower*iiiay^ piThaps, be gained, and its 

continued tenure secured, hv a suhservieiicv without limit 

• •- 

or hesii;\tiou : and there is a cheap, hut dazxiing, po]>u- 
larity for those who will either invent a catalogue of imagi- 
nary evils, or^ atirilmting to man the acts of Providence, 
/vill promise instant relief to sufieriiigs arising out of 
inevitahli* nm>ssitv,*anit to c:danrihes ujiich endiirancc only 
can cure; wlio will challenge all existing institutions as 
inisgoveri\Jiienl, and niofiiit and i^de in the whirl wind of 
reform. Jhit, gentlemen, neither of thm; courses have I 
ever thought it consistent with himoiir or with duty to 
])ursu(?, lie may, perhajis, be Ixdd a timid and iinw^ise 
politician, who will not unscrupulously lend himsi*if to 
objects , which he jcaimot approve; and ^ic fnayjie some- 
timefi an i|npopuIai« represimtative, who does not lay tbe 
fouii(f(^liontof his popiilnrUy in flattery of the jiassions of 
the ‘p'bple. tor the peiijde are open to flattery as well •sis 
kings; and that* language is not nu^e remote from triith^* 
whtch exalts prerogative Ix-yoiid the hounds of reason, 
tlian that which speaks incessaiitliy of {lopular rights, ^with- 
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out rcfiTcnco tr^cnrivspondin^ duties. But, grutlcMiicn, no 
siidi sacrifices of irulli havu been nircssary to obtain and 
to retain your pitMl-will. I Ifave found in tliis enlightened 
conimunity, --conipidKMiding, as it necessarily d<ies, con- 
flicting o|^llion^, as well as, in a (vrtaiii degree, conflicting 
interests — I have fouiAl a singular teinperunce* in ynur 
diflereiices of political o]iinioii. I have Ibiiiid generally 
prevalent anioitg yon a warm but reasoning lovaltv, 
consistent with perl'eet iiidc|H*iidi‘nce of thought; and 
an anient love of liberty^ eoinbir.ed with a deu^iniiied 
hostility to all the excessi's of faelion. It is in sympatlii/ing 
wi.vli these your feelings^ and participating in these your 
sentiments, that 1 have actpiircd tin* share whic!' 1 have 
the happiness to hold in your giwHl o|)inion ; ihougli sure 1 
am, that, with all my endeavours to* earn it, 1 eamiot have* 
succeeded in djj-serving that excess of it which you Jnive 
been pleased to manifest to me on this occasion. ^ 

(icntkiiien, on former occasions, \\lu*n I have bud the 
bonoifl' to address meetings like the ])re^'nt, the tusk 
bus been iiiiich more easy. Tlie topics on wliidi I tlieij^ 
iiad to dilate belonged* to die feelings of the inoineiit. 
We have, on those occasions, bail, great struggles to 
animate us, we have had great victories to eelcbrutc ; and • 
we all know, that, in the celebration of these iniiniei|)ul 
victories, some exaggeration of trium])h is not only per- 
mitted, but is freely and frankly allowed by one ])urry 
to the other. * But on the ])resent occasion, warmly 
as I feej all* tbak »my immediate friends and sujtporters 
Ixive done for me and expressed Uwards i?je, 1 ^laiul 
peculiarly circumstanced; a ]>eciiliurity glonous, I /think, 
to the town ns well as to iiiyself; ■ ■ 1 stand iii the 
peculiar eirciimstunci?s of not knowing tliai 1 have among 
you/ at . this moment, even a political eiieiJi)k 1 have 
receded, genti’ciueii, in tlic course of this day — pardon tlie 
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honhl, for flic cause uf it lies, as it wi*ll nviy, very near to 
iny Invast — I have ivtviviil •this inoniinn;, from the as- 
sociated comiiiercial liodies of the town, an addri*ss, ac- 
knowledging', in terms far heyonil thv Silent of any services 
which i have laboured to perform, my conduct as repn^ 
sentative of Iiiver|)ool. Ainon«r^ the sirrnatiires to that 
adilress, represenlin^, asthosi* sign.itiires do, all the various 
classes into which this extensive coniniercial connniinity is 
divided — among tiu'se signatures, 1 siiy, every second name 
is the name of some individual who has taken an active 
part against me in some, if not in every election. That 1 
have deserved this unexampled concurrence of approbation, 

1 do not pretend; that I have nreived it, mIII he, ti» the 
latest lionr of my life, a pride beyond what 1 should be 
warranted in expressing here; niul^ a pride, gentlemen, 
which I shall traiiMiiit to my children. , 

Such*? testiinonv as this ilisahles me from referring, 
with anv thing like an adverse feeling, lo those whose 
))oliticaI o]iini'ins we li.ive coinhaled, heritoliav,^ with 
bei'ii'^ed ^iniinositY — an aniniositv, howi'ver, which never 
survived ihf* eoiitest which gave IMpth to it. AVIiile I niain- 
tain, imdiaken, my own pilitical opinions^ and while I fee^ 
; myself called ii])on to rciider tf> yon, thi^ day, an acctJUiil 
of those opinion.s, 1 heg to be undersliMHl*in> saying nothing 
in hostility to any man who may diller from me, or who 
may have o|)posed me. 

(rentlemen, it so hap])ens that I ean render this accotint 
with the, greater iinpartiality, luvaiise, ^ii aditilioij lo those 
gcaiertii stihy:cte upnif wliieh, retrosjK'etively, we are all iiov 
toleraljly wt^II agreed — to the war in which the (*oimtry was 
engaged when 1 first came aiiiong.st you, •and of which, 
Avhile the siicces.** wa.s doubtful, the ^loliey was nattirally ^ 
eiioilgh disputed,* but with rispeet Xo which all nieinory of 
difference has been sinca.' nearly 'extinguished in acchtnia- 
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tions at its iinaUtriuinph ; in udiiition, I say, to that gioal 
(|iicsUon, and to tln^ (|nusti()ivi whii-h grow out of it, tlioro 
wore, wlion I oanio aiiuuigM y«ai, and thon* arc still, two 
groat national ([UosAojis, u|Hin one of wliicli 1 have the 
misfortune to diller fonn the givat Ix^dy of iiiy most re- 
spectahle IVii'nd^ and si/|i|K)rtern in this town, almost as 
widely a>, <in the i»llui\ I ililler with tlseir adversaries : 

I allude, geiuleineii, to the C'atliolie i|uestion as the first, 
and to the i|Uestion of parliamentary reform as the second, 
of those national (pie^tions. 

(ienllenien, on the first «>f these ipiestions, you are well 

awsiiv of my opinions; for^ on otu* of the earliest oceasions 

on whieh I had the honour to address the inhabitants of 

liiver|)ooh I told them fairly, that, in aeeepting iiiy ser- 

viees, they aeei-|)led the ser\iees of *oiie wIjo, on that (pies- 

lioii, had taken, his part ; and who eon Id not, in deferenee 

to their opinions or prejndiees, eall theiii whiel^oii will, 

abate a j<*l of his anxiety for its siieei-ss. Aeeordingly, 

• geiitlelneii, at the difleiviU periods and maUr the various 

modiliealions under whidi that fpiestion has eoim* to hi; 

« • * ■ 
diseiissed, I have •given * it my most Mivniioils support. 

(hit 1 have, in all sneli easi*s, ilea'U honestly by yon, 

geii>llemeii ; fori have j-arely, if' ever, given ihy support; 

to that measure in the lloiisi* of (*ommons, without openly 

acknowledging, ihut, in so doing, J spoke against what I 

believed to he ihe pre\^nrmg si-iise c»f iny eoiistitiieiits. I 

Iiave not, theivf/ire, misused the weight of ymir authority, 

nor eoninronirisedf’sMiy opinion of yours adverse to jny own. 

« (jentlenieii, if I were remaining m this evLintry! and 

contiiiiihig to take my jiart in Parliament, 1 ^houV1 con- 

tmiie to walk iu the same direetion ; but 1 think (and, as 

I may n(»t elsewheA; have an op])ortin;ily of ' ex]>rossing 

this opinion, I am desirous of expressing it liere) — I tftink 

tliaCT, after the' experience of u fruitless struggle of more 



than ten years, I shuiild, as an individual (speaking for 
nunc but myself, and not lAiowing whether I carry any 
other person’s opinion with ine), be induced, from henec^ 
forth, or, perhaps, after one more ffeiieral trial, to sec*k 
upon that question a liberal compromise, rather tiuin per- 
severe in lighting, perliaps ten years more, in vain for 
iin(|ualiKed concession, 

I might liave had some hesitation, under other cireiiin- 
stances, in making this avowal, knowing that it is gi'iierally 
an easier, us well as a prouder, course to persevere, even 
in what is hopeless, than fairly to avow a disposition to 
compromise. Ibit, in what I say on this occasion, I can 
have no other object than t<i di^dare a siiiceri* opinion. 1 
alluded, in m'ent dehates, in the House of C’ommotis, to 
the policy cif accepting (lartial coiu'(*ssjoiis, and to my regret 
that 1 hud once been mystdf a party to the refusal of 
them, i have since revolved the subject nuieli in my mind : 
anil I confess, that, next to the immediate success of tlio 
whole ineasun?, which 1 have ns much ns ever at heart, I 
•should ^'i.sh, as well for the benefit of those most imme- 
diately concerned, as for the gi-nef'al peace of the kingdom, 
to see such an arrangement as should remove all practical 
; cause of iMnnplaint on the one side, without inciting v:faue 
and ind(‘finite apprehensions on the oilier; referring to. a 
more favourable opfiort unity, and to the progress of public 
i»piiiion, that complete and final *settUnicnt, of which I 
shall never cease to maintain the expedieneV as well as the 
justice. , , « * « 

I ^iirn 1 IOW', Geiftlemeii, to the si*cond question, wifti 
which^ as iliueh as with the ibrnier, my name lias bmi 
connected in popular ohservation, and often in popullir ^ 
obloquy. I sim Aiistakeii, Gentlemen,— I mean, I am 
repfesented, my purpose is ifiistakeii, if it is supposed that 
1 impute to thdse who support tlid question of parliamentary 
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reform a distiii(rt uppreliensioii of the* coii.se(|UCiices to 
wliich, I think, their diK'-trii^s lead, and a dcsifrn to pro- 
mote those* conhC(|uences. It is witli their doctrines that I 
quarrel, and not wiili^ their motives ; and it has been my 
desire always to discuss llie question nr^uiiientativel}' ratlier 
than angrily, with (liosc ho ariMtpposed to me in opinion. 

I wish them to state to me — to me? I wish them to state 
to theniSL^ves, distinctly, the object which tliey have in 
view, and the means they think they have to attain it. 
Why, (ientlemcn, what are the geiiiTal arguments by which 
we are iir^jred to admit a change in tlie constitution of the 
llquse of (^nrnnons? These arguments are derived from 
expen'.ive wars, from heavy taxes, and from severe enaet- 
nieiits, eoiistituting, as is adirnied, so many outrageous 
inniads u|ion tlie (Constitution, (h'anted, for argimienfs 
sake*, tliat all these charges are true, (rranted that all tlie 
proeeedings of rarliainent, for inanv years jiast, .lj;tve bivn 
rejireheiisible. lint were they the [iroceedingK of the House 
, of (*owinums aloiie ? 1)<h.*s the ])ritish ('onsttfution act hy 

a single organ? Has there Ini'ii no concuirreiicf« in i1k\ 
maintenance of thosp war:/, no consent 'to the imposition oi' 
those taxes, no eo-operation in the pressing of those enact- 
ments: Is there no (fjrher assertdily in existc^icc which 
jiarlVaik of the opHiioiis on which the IIouki* of (''ommons 
has proceeded, and which would make, therefore, the 
reform of the House of • (Conimoiis nugatory for the [iro- 
f(.‘sserl purposes,* unless the co-ordinate authority was also 
reformed? If ydu^ reform the House of ('onmions^ on the 
gj'oiinds of past misconduct, what will you do wit^^i the House 
of Lords? If the House of (.\immons is t(> he refqhncd, 
l)t,yrause it sanctioned the war with Anicriea'; if it is in be 
' reformed, because it* mniiUaiiied llie wav with France — 
'(sinkhig, for a iiionicnt, the imdouhU‘d fabt, that the war 
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with ^\ni(.Tica w«is a favouriu* measure with the people of 
this coiiiitry us iniieli as witli the (lovernmenl; sinking, 
for a inoiiient, the iiiKloubted tliat the war with France 
was einphaiicaily tlie war of the nalioif) ; — if the House of 
C\)inmons, 1 ask, is to be reformed, bei^iuse it approved 
and supported thosi.* wars ; if it to lu* reformed, because 
it ])as.sed Jaws for tlie suppression (»f internal disturbance, 
is the House of Lords logo fri.v, whieli consented to those 
wars, and of those acts eoiisenti^d li> all, while some *if 
them, and those not the least severe, it originaUHl ? If no 
such reform is t(» be ap])licd to the House of Ijords, what 
is the siipjxised effect iJ])ou that Ihaise of a reform of , tin* 
House of (. *011111 ions ? Let 11s fairlv speak out;- Is the 
unrerornied House of Lords to continue in full vigour, to 
eotinleract the will of* the reformed House of ('(iinmons? 
Where, then, is the use of the refonii? Or, is the reformed 
House ^if (*omnions to act upon the House of Lords hy 
iiitiiiiidatioii and coni])iilsioii ? Aye! — That, to be sure, 
is what iiiusL be meant, if there be triilli in the argumeiil; . 
but tha|'is what 110 man will siy. 

IMy (juarrel, then, with this oviirse of argument is— not 
th&titamis at an fiiteration— at an improvement, it 'you 
please, in* the IIoiisi' of ('ominons; luit — that it aiii^^ at 
* (piite another thing than a House of Commons as part of a 
legislature. 'J'he legislative authority of the state, accord- 
ing to the Constitution as it staiul^, is shared between two 
liouseS of l^irliameiil; — the suggested ru^brm gm^s to pro- 
vide a single instruiiieiU, which .shall ^mit only do its own 
work, l)ut inevita*!)^' controiil the working of the othiif*; 
whick, if (he object of thj reform is obtained, must act so 
powi^'fiilly, that it must, in the vcTy n^itiire of thii^, 

' reject any- co-onjin^tc ))ower, and spaedily act ulonc. * 

I have .nevei** slated it as a bcniity of the I'onstiCution,' 
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that Old Saruiiii should have but as many voters as repn*- 
sentaiivcs. T.et it have two tliniisniuh witli all my heart. 

T have never stated it as a •lus'iiity and perfeclion of tlie 
Cdiistitiition, that tbis,or that pfreal peer ^flKinld be able ti> 
return persons liis elioicv as the represi'iitatives of the 
])eople ill l\arliaiiient. 'd have never said, that detected 
corruption slioiild not be punished. ^ In (jod's name, dis- 
fram^liisi^ * oilier corrupt bomupflts as you disfranchised 
(irani])ounil. ibit I liave said, and I rejieat, that I sec 
no way ol* counteracting the iiitiuenee of property, and that 
1 can imap^ine no process of anipiitation of close lioroii^hs- — 
on^the ^rroLind, not of ]iractical piinishiiienr, but of specu- 
lative improvenieiit, and on the ])rinciple that the Iloiise of 
(!*oinmuiis oii^lit to .sjieak the direct sense of the people— - 
which does not IcNad, by iiievitahih iniereiurc, to a total 

alteration of the runctions of the House of C*onimons. If 

■ 

by “ jieople” is ineaiit the tuition (and it is hi the /t'lui vocal 
Use ol* this word that much of tiu* fallacy of the arp^nment 
lies) ;-«-if an assembly, “ repivseiiliii" ll'ie pco{)le,'* is meant 
to be the undoubted, exclusive or^tiii of* national* will — I, 
ask, when the nation^ has«diici; siieh an orphan, what room is 
tliert* for another lemsiative establishment.^ How can a 

r 

secopd exist, and what is,it to do.^' *• , 

(TeiitU'inen, on a^eeeiit oecasion, in a nei^hhoiirinpr county, 
amost resjiectablejrentleman, ri'spectahlcfroin family, resjXHrt- 
alilefiiim private charaetcr and fnmi talents, has done iiie the 
honour to refer to* my opinions with some expressions of siir- 
|>rise. ^I^. Fa^keS (J name him with due honour, fo^ i^hat 1 
Ixjieve to be bis individual worth) cxpr<.»ssed ^ri*:it suqiHsc, 
that I, Ix'ing the representative of the seeoiicl ^onmi^Tcial 
to\uii in tliis ;;reat kinp;doni, should feel any anxiety lor 'the 
Yate of the citisc partft of the represen IsAion. Surprise fur 
surprise. For 1 may, in iiiy^ turn, he surprised, thaf a 
gonllrhiaii of Yorkshire, in wliicli county the? clamour for 
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reform some yonrs on ilio frroi^d of the iiinde- 

«|uacv of its own particular freprescmtatioii, sliuiild sci:£e 
the present nionient, when thfit representation lists just heeii 
doubled by rarliament, for sigitatin^ f.iiew* the c|ue.siuin of 
parlianientarv reform. I know r.o grievance, in the jire- 
sent eoiiKtitiition of Psirlianieiit, 4vliich has been so con- 
stantly dinned into my ears, from iny very yoiitli^ as ilie 
destitute state of Yorkshire in being allowed to send only 
two of her sons to rarliaineiit. She has been long, like 
Niobe, all tears" on this aeciiuiit : but now the grievance is 
remedied ; and, at the very nionieiil when this is done, 
one of the most gifted of the sons of this iinhapjiy iiiutfon 
conies forward, and, instead of returning thanks in behalf 
of his ]iarent county, expatiates loinlly, in her name, on 
the inadei|i]ate ivpresefitation of I'aiglaiul ! A ^^>rk^hire- 
man iiiiglit have been Uki well [ifeased^with tlie recent 
aUentiot* .to her long-negliH:ted claims to be in a biimour to 
find fault with ]\ii'!ianient just at this monient. Itut, 
CTeiitleiiieii, buwkes, tovi^oiifiiie . 

.my attecition to niy own particular share of the representa- 
tion ? 2So* far from iny situ:ttioi\,t us yepreseiitative of the 
second town in the .empire, .stifling my voice on this Vsiib- 
, ject, 1 have not the slightest hesitgition in saving, lliauif 1 
were member for Old Surum, I .slioidd, more probably, 
hold my tongue upon it. It is because 1 am meiniier for 
Liver^iool; because 1 can have ii» shadow of personal inte- 
rest in inaiiitaining that more iinpcTlectt species of repre- 
seiitaticjn, which I do, neveriheless, ycflisciviitioiisly main- 
tain*; — it is bccc'iiisv niy opinion cannot be questioned, ,us 
influ^ced jiy motives of individual eonveniena*, that I feel 
^ a confidence, which I otiicrwise might iiol/eel, in exposing 
what I think tlitt fallacy of those docVrincs which ])u.sh tlie* 
principle of direct personal representation to an cxtcift 'sueli 
as, if adopted, must change tliciConstitiition.. 
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any niaii^sfiy, that his views of i^'forni go no farther 
than to the removal of blow, and I am with him. Ihit it 
is lieeaiise tlie arguments for'rerorni tend mueli further; — 
it is because they teail not to remedy, but to destroy ; not 
to correct what may Ik.* amiss in a system of re]ir(*si*ntation 
which combines all s|seciies of property, admits all species 
of industry, opens the door to all sjKv.ies of talent; - it is 
because tliey appear to me t«> tend to a system to U? founded 
exclusively on what is called the |)ower of the people; a 
p.ower which, if recogiiisi*d in the sense in which they pro- 
claim it, must act, not in concert witli other ])owers, not 
by a conflict and compromise of diilcrent interests ; but by 
its own uncontrolled authority, supreme and alone ; - -it is 
for this reas(»n tliat I think it right to op|K)se, in limhu\ 
projects of parliamentary reform. ' 

(leiitleinen, i] is said, however, that, besides the faulty 
C4m)|)ositioii of the House of ( *ummons, there is intliieiice 
of the Clrowii which perviTts and paralyzes all its func- 
tions.* !My first answer to this propositioi) is the Siinie 
wliieli I Ii.'ive made to the pro]K)sition for alteration in tli 4 > 
House of Comiiion*^ Mf^w j;;irelv <hK‘S the I luilse of Lords 
differ from the other lioiise in its deeisions ! -How much 

I 

iiKM'e randy does it dif^'r in a inbre jiopular sense ! Is it ; 
the didlueiice of* the Crown which predominates in the 
Hoiisi* of Lords t(N»? If it is-— do you mean to leave the 
Hoii.sc* of Lords still ffubjcct to the same influence, and 
still with an eijtiul voice in the decision of every national 
(piestionj* If ndlj— is not the pi ojecl^ still, though ii|)on 
aviother pretext, to erect an iiistriiitiK;iit whieb will 'make 
the operation of the House of Lords completely nugatory ; 
ta place in a vcw, am untried organ, t lie whole practical 
energy of the C •onstftutioii ? “ # ‘ 

I flo verily and sincerely believe, that flicre » no pfojKi-* 
.sititAi iiitire iblsc, than rinil the inlliience* of the Cmwii, 

• . . . J) I) -J . \ 
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any nuav tliaii its di nr t power, has iiiereasi^l comparatively 
with tile inen'asin^r stren^tli, wealth, and ])opii1ation of the 
country. T«) these, if the fJrown he ^ood fin* any tiling 
at all in the Constitution, it is ne(;eA«arv that its ])o\ver 
and influence should hear some reasonahle prop(»rtion. I 
deny that, in the lloiisi* of Conim/>ns — I di:ny that, in the 
House of l.ords, such an increase can he sliown ; hut 
further I contend, th«it, in speculating upon the practical 
jilav of our (\»nstitiiti<in, we narrow our view of its ellic.ieiit 
priiicipli‘s, of its })ro^ress, and of the state in which it 
now stands, if we do not take into account other powers, 
extrinsic to tlie two Houses of Parliament, wliieh are^at 
work in the moral and political worlil, and wliieli reipiire 
to be halaneed and eounUrpoised in tliv'ir operation. 

What siiould we think of that pliilosoplier, who, in 
writing, at the prifseiit day, a treatise niiun naval iirchi- 
tectiire akvl the theory of navination, should omit wholly 
from his ealeulution that nrw and iiii^lity ]>ower -new, at 
least, ill the tt]>plivatioii of its mi^hl — \\hieh walks the 
jvater, lU;e a {^iaiit rejoicing in his course ; — stemming alike 
the teni])est* and the tide ; — stiirefiiatiivi; inti'reoiirse, short- 
eiiing distances; -eiyaling, as it were, unexpeeted neihli- 
^l)ourlioods,*und new com hi nations gf social and comineivial 
relation ; — and giving to the fickleness nif winds and the 
faithlessness of waves the eerlaiiitv and steadiness of a 


higliwi^' ii|)oii the land? Such a writer, thoiigli he might 
descrilu* a ship cornrtly, though he iniglit show from 
what %|iiarters tlie winds of lieavei] Mdriw, would he 
surely all incurious «md an idle spectator of the ]>rogre«s 
of naii\'cal lienee, who did not six? in the jiower of* Sti:a.\i 
a ccfrreclive of all former caleulatioiis. jiu, in {lolitiwil 
science, lie' who, i^pceiilating on the 4)ritish Constitution, 

• shoilld content Rimself with marking the distribution of ' 
acknowledgcxl ■ technical |M>wer» between the liou^' of 
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Lords, tho ITo' 4K(' of ('onniions, and ihli ('mwn, and assijrn- 
in^ to thrir separate ^trovincos — to the Lords tlicMr 

lo^islative aiilliority — to llu^ C’niwii its xrfu (liow oflen 
used?) — to the of Commons its |M)\ver of stopping 

supplies (how often, in fact, netvssarv li> l»e resorted to?) 
— and should think thaUhe had thus descrihed the liritish 

Coiislitiition as it acts and as it is inliueneed in its action ; 

■ • 

hut should omit from his eiunneration that ini^hlv ))ower 
of public opinion, einhodied in a free press, whicli per- 
vades, anil checks, and, perliaps, in the last resort, nearly 
"incrns the whole;-- f-ucli a man would, surely, ^ive hut 
an imperfect view of the (ioverniiU‘nr of I'jni'laiid as it 
is now modilied, and would greatly uitderrate the coutiler- 
itclin^' itifhieiices against which that of the executive |)ower 
lius to contend. 

I 

(ieiitlemeii, inhere is «me plain test, which 1 think it 
wholesome to ap])ly to all speculative pn^jects '\f political 
improveiiieiit. T consider, first, not how ihev might ope- 
rate Tor the getieral heiu'lit of mankind :■ -Alnit is a wide 
consideration, indeed, and lit to l}e deeply studied at lev 
sure; hut is not, a-vit inme.’.rs to me, the imiifeiliate hiisK- 

* * * * f. . . .• 

ness of the Ih'itish statesmati, proviiruig for liritisli intr- 
resis: and, I confess, Jial as, in private life,*J giaierally ; 
look with eautidti on that diffusive luaievoleiice whieh 
neglects the circle itiimediafely around it ; so I liK)k with 
some little suspicion tu'*lliat spirit of general impnnemciit 
which is ready ft) sicrifice, to agiaieral principle, the imiiie- 
diate anil pailieiifait safi-ty of one’s own coiiiilrv. I. )fi(|uire, 
rather, how' such projects are likely to operate* on tht* Mri- 
tish (’onstitntioii ; which I find to he a* njoiiarrhy a 
iiiRtnarchy (|U.i!tlied, indeeil, with estahlislimeiits, \vhicli 
limit, which restrain* which contmul "it / -hut, 'fundamen- 
tally* and essentially, a monarchy. 1 ilo not think m\self • 
lM)ui)d to ciitdr the lists to show why the llritish (lonsti- 
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tntioii ^nhould be a monarchy. I am not •called upon to 
(Icinonstrate, a priori that it* was necessary tliat the Hri- 
tish C.-onstitution should he a monarchy, any more than 
that (ireat Britain should be an islaiKi. It is (piite sutli. 
cient for me that I find these things so ; it is quite sufiicient 
for me to know that Providence h^s ordained the one, and 
that the acts of our ^ance.stors, from imineinonal time, 
ac(|uies(:ed in and i^onfirined by a long siurcession of gene- 
rations, haA'e clearly ascertained! the other: and have thus, 
although without my individual vote or consent, imposed 
u[M)n me the duty of allegiance to the monarchy under 
which 1 have bivn born. • 

1 know how tame, and kervih\ and abject this sort of 
reasoning sounds, in an agt* when it is so mneh more llte 
fashion tuap]K'al to theory than to fat^l ; to try eviay exist- 
ing establishment hy some alistract model of exetdk'ttee. 
But, Genii diien,/iguinsta |)o])ular assembly, ronsjtitiited on 
the principles on which parlininentury reform is alleged to 
he neeess;iry (the effective* conscxpience of which principles 
Joes, I willingly admiu gt> hcyoiid either the avowal, or, 
I dare say/ the iiiteiitioii of thosef wkfi profess them) — I 
say, against a {Hi])ular a.s.simibly, so constituted, no mo» 
liiarchy coulU stand. Such a govocaimetit must he, poe- 
tically, whatever it be in name, a republic! I do not thinjv 
myself at liberty to discuss the (juestion, wbetlier that he 
a heltiy kind of Government. 1* feel myself, I confess, 
eireumscribed within the limits of tlie existing Consti- 
tution.* , 


S|)artani iiactas es, hnne exoriia.’* 

improvt*, as you the constitution* w'hicii has fallen to 
.yoiip lot. The attempt to alter by force that Constitirtion, 
is one wliieli the law has brundixl in disagreeable tcf fns. 
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1 agror willi tlie law, and wiiiild cndca/oiir to prc'vont. that 
fruin bein^ done through inncU’iTtonee, whu-h, imdoulnedly, 
there? is no danger of any or.e'rf attempting to do by design. 
In sliort, in all iM]),rovi.*ineiits we must conrorin to the 
nature of the country to which we belon(>. Like the King 
of Jloliemia, who liud an extreme desire to be a naval 
{Hiwer, hut whose laudable ambition was checked by tliis only 
inipediineiit, that tlii'iv was no sea-])ort in his kingdom. 

So much, gentlemen^, as to the principles of I \irliament ary 
reform ; and as to t)ie ])rinciples of my resistance to it, as a 
general ])roposition. JA't me now call your attention, for a 
short time, to the practical uses to which rarliamentnry 
reform is by its advocates pro])osed to be applied. Five or 
six years ago there was great sufieriiig among the lalxairing 
classes. IVovisions were at such il price, as to be almost 
imallainalile by the poorest order of the pisiple. The 
grievance in which these suflerings originated, " as alleged 
to he the cairn hill. The c-orii hill was pa>M>d hy the 
iiilliieiice (if the landholders. The nailed v was in some 
change wliicli would put that inllucuee down; aad we all 
rememher what a ch'uun.r" was tlien raisvd for Farlianieiitary 
reform. ‘Well !- -limes come round ;ViIu re is now such a 
pliaily, such a glut of Mrovisions,*’tliaL the huidblest classes 
of society are enjoying coinii.&ralive alHueiiee. In the 
maiiiifacturiug distric:ts, there is constant and steady 
eniploynieiil ; at wage:' .scniiewliat rediieed, it is true, but 
.siillicieiit, ill general, for eoiiiforiable iiiaiMteuanca*. And 
these blessings aW‘ further felt in a rediieticiii of tlit* poor- 
^ates, and, (uhI be thanked, in a rem irkahli* cliniiiiurioii of 
crime. ' I do not know, geiitfeineii, whether i:ll th*?^e pur- 
tieiilurs constitute a llourishiiig state of t)ie eoimmiiiity ; 
but L do know, that' the absence of tlieir. was considered as 
constituting a state of things tcKi bad to hear ; cjiuI I cAnnot* 
biA^tliink, tliiZt whatever ]«urtial evils accunipaiiy these bless- 
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in/^s, those who, n\’c or six years a^), thought, the Parlia- 
ment ^)0(1 for nouj^ht, hecaui^ the landliolclers had passed 
a corn bill, and because the' {MMir-rates were augmented, 
and because the calendars were s\velk?d with crime, must 
now consent to sympithisc with prosperity which gmws 
out of the reverse of the evils off whicli tliey complained, 
lint, gentlemen, wdiile the labouring classes of the pwiple 
are in this state of enjoyment, while work is plenty, while 
the p(N>r-rates and crimes are diminishing, the growers «>f 
corn are suflering. And what is the remedy ? J^irlia- 
mentary reform 1 So that, in the year 1817, when y«)u 
suflered under higli prices, ParliameiUary reform was tlie 
cure for that calamity; and now, \vlu‘n tiu* landholders are 
siitiering under cheapness, l\*irliainentary reform is neces- 
sary the other w'ay ? And for what jmrpiise ? l\>ivst(»re, 
I sup])ose, the good old times of 1817. ^Let me not he 
understo(](tl as underrating the ]>ressiire of either of these 
evils; in luitli states of tilings tIuTe is iiiiieli to lament, and 
ill that which ^iiow exists there is much which L \fish to 
(iod I could see the way to cure. Hut as to Parliamentary 
reform, ns the remedy for eithvr— iiiiicl^niore jls ilie remedy 
for t)otl] — 1 will ask/ any man, whclhcT there is comniog 
^ sense in sileli a projuisitlon— -wlietjier the double elanioiir 
for it be not a presumption rather in favour of the impar- 
tiality with which Parliament has acted in both these 
jjainfiil extremes ? ' # 

lUil parliamentary reform is the {xuiacc^ for eviTy evil. 

1 read, a few days ago, (I cannot iiijntediately, recollect 
where?,) a st|>ry of an artist who had attained great eink- 
lienee paiiiling, but who had directed his art chiefly to 
one favourite olijeet. That object happeived to he a rad 
lion. Ilis first e«i|iloynuMit was at if piihlic-hoiise, where 
• the Ifindlord nllo\Ved him to follow his fancy. Of cchirse 
the artist recommended a m/ /ton. A gciideiiian m*tiic 
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neijirliI)ourlioo(I,. liaviiij^r a new clining-rooni to ornament, 
applied to the artist for hifl assistance; and, in order that 
he might have full scci|x.* for his talents, left to him the 
choice of a subject /i)!; the principal comixirtinent of the 
rcMirii. The painter Utok due time to deliberate; and then,' 
with the utmost gravitiV and ec'irnestiiess — Don't you 
think,'' said he to his einjdoyer, ‘‘ that a handsome red 
Ihm would have a tine elH*ct in this situation?" The gen- 
tleman was not entirely convinced, perha])s; however, he 
let the painter have his way in this instance ; determiiUKl, 
nevertheless, that in his library, to which bo next conducted 
tlift^ artist, lie would havesoinelliingof more ex(|iiisite device 
anil ornament. lie .Earned him a small ])unel over bis 
chininey-]iiece. “Here," says be, “1 imisl have some- 
thing striking. 'J'lie s])ace, vein W, is hut small, the 
workmanship nnist be proix>rtionably delicate." “ What 
think you," sjiys the jiainter, after ajipeaiHIng tivhve deej) 
into his iinagiimtioii for the .iiiggestioiu “ what think you 
of a red Z/Vi//?" .rust so it is with .jiniTiaiiieiitary 

reform. Whatever may be the evil, the ronu-dy is ii‘])iirlia-. 
inentary reform; aud t!ie utmost variety that you can 
ext(/rt fniiu those who c:dl thenisi’lves “ moderate rc- 
foriiiiTs" is, that they wjll he (*ontented with a nmitU reil 
lion f '• ^ 

(icntli'ineii, 1 wish that tliesc theories wore only enter- 
taining; blit they have iiiischief in them; and 1 wi.sli that 
against them the country should Ik* on its guard. 1 confess 
L am against even t^ie -smtdled of these red lUms; 1 objixl 
not to the size, hut to the s|)ecies. -I fear the smallest 
would he hut the prixairsor of, the whole menagerie-; and 
tlia-t, if once, pwipiliated by his smallni>s, yon , open the 
doiir for his admission,’ you would lin(l,'w!icn yitii wanted 
liini tli'turii out again, that he had been pampered to u for- 
inidtCbTc size in bis cage. « 
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Gentlemen, in tliV times in whirh we live, there is (dis- 
guise it ln)w we maj) a struggle goring on, — in some eniiii- 
tries an o]K'n, and in some a tacit struggle, bitwei^n the 
principles of monarchy and deiiux^caiiy. (iod be praisi'd, 
that in that struggle wc have not any part to take, (hid 
be praised, that we have long ago^arrived at all the blessings 
that are to be derived^froni that which alone can end such 
a struggle beneficially,— a eoiii])roinis(.! and intermixture of 
those conflicting jiriiieiples. It is not, as it appears to mo, 
the duty of this country to side either with the assailants, 
where they aim at tiio miieli, nor with those who stand on 
tiic defensive, when they will grant nothing. Knglaiul has 
<in1y L<» maintain herself on the basis of lur own solid and 
ifettled (-onstitution, (inn, unshaken,— -a spectatri-ss inte- 
rested ill the c«iiitest only by her sympathies; — not a par- 
tisan on either side, hut, for the sake of both, a model, and 
ultimately^ iterlijips, an umpire. Should we be led, by any 
false inipulsiMif ehivalrou.s beiievolenee, to parlicipati* in the 
struggle itselfl, we commit, and thereby imjiair, our aiitlio- 
rity; abandon the jiositiou in which we might hereafter 
do^ most good, and may bring *rherdanger of a foreign 
struggle home to (vir own hearths and to our own Institu- 
tions. . , .1 

(Tcntleinen, with an audience less eiiliglitened than that 
wliich 1 have hud the honour to address, J should have 
avoided topics of such general interest, and eoniined myself 
to the jiarticiilars of our local cxmncctiou. Jtut, gentlemen, 
our c({nnoction is^onc of principle; had* its/oundation 
in principle; on Jiat it has been raised and cenieiifai'd. 
Genu'cmeif, whatever may be my future destination, it will 
lx* a comfort iinspeakfible to me to have htidy in that 'xm- 
ncction, the foundation, 1 trust, of mutual and lusting 
regard ; ^hich hius chccrcd every stage of our intercourse, 
and will long survive our scjKiration. 
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(xcntlcnicn, it may, pcriiaps, be expected of ive, espe- 
cially after the speeeli of my 5'orthy friend, your president, 
that 1 should say a few words to you on the topics to which 
lie has alluded. 1 have doubled much and lonfr whether 
I should refer to those topics at all, or should persevere in* 
the silence which I have 1 jtherto prescribed to myself upon 
them ; whether I should incur tjie risje, on the one hand, of 

9 

biang sup]K)sed not to have dealt openly with you ; or, on 
the other hand, the risk of that misconstruction, of various 
sorts, to which a public man, who speaks o{ himself, must 
e\|H*cl to he e\|Mised. I'll! full reflection, I have deter- 
iniHi'd to brave the latter dan^T rather than the former. 

L prefer suhinittin^ to any niise^nistriic^ion, to any incon- 
venience, rather than that it should ever he thought that 
I had repaid your iinlManided confidence with any thiiij^ 
like concealment i)r distrust, (uaitlemi^n, sifter this preface, 
you, will, perhsips, be, in one :*ciise, dissippoint(\f to hear, 
that sill tiisit 1 have to ssiy is, that, upon ^my honour, 1 have 
•nothinj]^ to tell. Hut it is sis iieeesssiry Ibr^iiie JLo make 
tlisil eoiifession, as it would have been to make a ccAiimuni- « 
cation, had 1 any to Msik?. 1- do siss^ire you, that L kiv’w 
•asjifile as smy man that now listens to me, of an^' arran^*- 
iiien'^s likely to grow oiiUof the jir^sent slate of things. 1 
csinnot jin.'teiid igfiorsnice, indeed, of niinoiirs which aiv in 
every one's mouth ; but I assure you, ii|)i)ii my lioiiour, 
thsit, at the momenV at wKieh I sim speaking to you, \ lisive 
nothing eilher to tell or to eoncesil. 

Geiitlenu^ii, j^oii 'will not expL-et thsit J shall enter into 
any explsiiialion as to what might lie Hie decisifin which [ 
might think it right to take nfxin siiiy snch^iKCurrt^e 
the.4C niimiurs have in contemphition. This only, Gent!e- . 
men, I can frankly declsire to yon, thalj in^ any such csisc, 
ray decisiQii would be fuiiiulixl upon sin honest and impar- 
tial view of public considefuliuns silone, and that it woijild 
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be licteivnined, not 'by a csilciilation of interests, but by si 
iNikinco and comparison of diftics. 

Ihiough, gentlemen, on a topic to Avliicli 1 doubt whe- 
ther I should, even now, have alliidWl, but for tlie most 
unexpected, altliough amicalilc provocation o^ my worthy 
friend in the eliair; and I ha7e only now to ho]H‘, that 
having been, as I learn, ndsc-onstriied on account of my 
silence in smother phice, 1 shall not be misconstrued in sin 
op}X)site direction on account of whsit I have said hcR*. 
From my silence then, it hsis iK^cai inferred, that I intend«l 
ostentatiously t«» declsire si determination to n*fuse ollice 
at home, if it should be pn»poscil me. I beg 1 ivniy 
not he misconstrued now in sin opposite sense, as intemU 
ingj to express, or as feeling, in the slightest degree, 
any aiixiely, siny ex])ectation or desire for such si pro- 
posal. Aly only anxiety, i most soleinr.ly declari\, is to 
stsite the'*Lnith to those who have a right to ki\ow it, insis- 
inuch SIS their kindness sind attsichineiit to, me give them sen 
inlercst in wli.ilevcr concerns inc. 

, Gentlemen, wherevcT my lot msiy Ik* cast, msiy this gresit 
corimiinity eontiijiic to tloiirrsli iii th? prosjXTity now hap- 
])ily beginning to restored to it, sifter the fiiictiialions lof 
w'sir and jieace; — in the princi|iles from which it has 
never bwerved, since J hsive hsul the honour to he iic- 
qiiainted with it; — in the hoiiourahle and liberal spirit 
which pervades sill classes of itsT«ociety, and whicli marks 
even its political divisions; — -and in tiiat cordial union 
which binds all itr memliers together, .vithoiit di'itinetion of 
party, in finy thinj^ which i-elates to the interest of ydiir 
town^^ or to thr bimefil of the humbler part of its popula- 
tion. jVlsiy it flourish sm image of spIcMidid commeicisil 
gresitness, unulMyc^ by thebesetting vices which sometimes 
grow to sWh greatu(*ss; an image of those princely mer- 
chants whose liisiury one of yuiir own body lias illustrated ; 
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inixin^r, like tliciu, with the pursuits oP trnclo, thc^ciiltiva- 
tion of liberal science ; deeornVin^ voiir town with the works 
of art, ns niiicli ns it is enriched by enterprise nnd industry ; 
nnd placing it, by tl.e .vniiety of its iisefiil, and the iiiiini- 
ficeiice of its charitable establislnneiits, among the most'* 
celebrated of the cities of the world. IVIay you flourish. in 
the liap|)iness and renown to which ^these qualities entitle 
you ; and, when you IcNik for another 'individual tooccu))y the 
station which I have, for ten years, tilled, may you iind one 
inoiv competent to the Uisk than I have been : — one more 
devoted to your interest>, more anxious for your prosperity, 
or more thankful for your kindness, I am sure you cannr)t 
And. 


S PEHCll 


AT' A I'MRLPC UIXXKK 1MT1IK TOWX-lf.M.I. IN liS23, ON 

TJM-: OCC ASION OF riSOCOSINO Til a IlKAl.TlI OF MK. 

* 

IICGIIKS, TIIK IM:I*KI:si:XTATIVK *0F AMKIllCAi at tiik 
*■ ' ■. 

(’o^^KT or swrnt^N. 

ir 

Mr. Caxnixc: said, that, with the kind permission of 
the cliair,jie ros^ to propose* a toast wliicli, he felt con- 
fident, woqld he reefived ]>y the coinpaiiy with thf fnost 
siiwere and cordial satisfaction, lie uUiided to .tlie heMth 
of the distinguished stranger then near him, wl/o viS on 
his ^vay to Swedpn, as the reprewntativc'of his. country, 
tlie United States of ‘America, lie was ,nio.st happy to 
Avail himself of this opi)ortiinity, amidst so Har/^* hii 
asseulU)age of 60me of the flrst niercliants of -England, of 
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coiiffrutiilatiiig tli^rS gciitleniaii on tlio full and iinintiT- 
rii])tecl iiitorcoiirise which now cxistL*d between his coiiiilry 
and our own : nii intercourse*, of wliicli tlie value could be 
nowhere so well iinderst(}oci as in tkis great town, wbicli 
'w-jis, botJi in ])c:>int of local .situation and of spirit and 
entorpri/c*, .so pn'-eniinently qiajlifii'd to derive from that 
intiTcourse every ))ossible advantage. On such an occasion 
he might be jtermilled to express the gratification which lie 
felt, in coniinon with the great mass of the intelligent and 
libiTnl men fif lK)th countries, to sec the animosities iu*ce.s- 
sarily attendant on a state of hostility so rapidly wearing 
awa}', and giving jjlaee to fetdiiigs .so much more consoivuit 
to the true inti-rests of two nations 1111111*11 by a eoniin«)ii 
language, a common spirit of commercial enler|>ri/e, and 
a common regard for well-regulated liberty- It appeared 
to him, that of two such statcNS tin* ri'l^j^tive ]K>sition was 
not wholly unjl,ikc that which occasionally (K*ciirri*d in 
families; where a child having, ]u*rhaps, displea.si*d a 
parent— a daughter, for instance, in ciaitracting a con 
iiivtioii' offeiisive to that parent's fivlings, .some eslraiigi.*- 
meiit woi'dd for a while iu;fX*ss;rrily«, ensue ; but, after a 
layisi* of time, the irritation is forgotten, the force of bli;od 
again prevails, and the daiightc.r and the mother >itand 
together against the worlil. Tiiat all causes of ilissensioii 
may have now' ceased for ever between two ecMintries so 
strongly Ixmnd to each other, fuid witli so clear a com- 
niunity of iiitiirests, lie itio.si sincerely Iio|k.*cI«; and he 
trusfcf^, that, in yvhatever part of tl^^'worid ]^r. Hughes 
mi^ht repFesent hi£ country, he would feel, that in no part 
of itri:t>id\l that country’s ini!rits be more truly appreciated 
than in this. « 4 
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ON THK ICiTlT OK APRIL, AT A DINNER CSIVEN TO 

Mil. CANNING ISY TIIK RitITiSII MKIICIIANTS RESIDENT 

AT Lisbon. 

I AM deeply sensible, i;onilenion. of the lioiioiir done me 
by this meeting, and I am highly flattered by the Keiitiineiits 
\i'i\li ivhich you have been pk^iseil to couple my name. 

To have been a disciple of jVIr. TitU and to have been 
a sharer in those councils, in which originated the: struggle 
for the salvation of Portugal, are fi^e two circiimslanees in 
iiiy political life, on wliich, if on any, 1 l(M)k back with 
pride and gratification. 

It is a pride to me to have imbibed the principles of 
Air. Pitt, and a gratification to receive your testimony of 
the just application of those principles to'tlie nienjiiros by 
wlilcli this country ,wa:.' saved ; principles of ' which the 
ch.TracUTislie was to cherish onler anil industry at home, 
as (lie true soiirci's of commercial opnlenee and national 
strength abroad ; -.to consider the jieace, and ))ower, and 
safety of (ireat llritnin, as ImiuikI u]) with the security and 
indepeiideiieo of other ii:>tioiis. b'niin this system of inter- 
nal and externulf ]M)liey, (ire.'it Britain derived the means, 
and imposiMl iifiun" herself the duty, of sustaining thi!l long 
contest with Prance, which jirecedcd the v-ar of* the 
Peninsula. ’ * . * 

In pursuance of that |Ndiey, those who had the direction 
of the British coiincim, at the monu^nt wlieii the grasping 
hand of Prance was extended t(» seize tiie crown anti libeAies 
of lk>rtiigul, did not hesitate to Hy to her assistance. 
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'riio pi>o(l soiKi*? tiu* fivliiiff, and llie jiiMicrnsiiy «if tlio 
nation, wont with thyir ^iivcniniunt in llic innliT- 
tiikin;;. Hilt ^:ln^-llilU‘ and* visu*n:u’v inthuoiasts, f wvll 
rrinrnil)(T, wm* tlii-y di'oiiK'd to lu*, wlio thoii^dit tlia( iVoni; 
'du* stni^n;lo for |•orlll^ral, ini«»ht issiio the* dolivorance bfr 
.KiirojK*. Siirh an i‘nthu>i:isi was, and always avrwed 
invsi*!f to Ik*. ■ 

* f » ^ , 

.1 made I Ills avowal, fviMi in iinu*s wlu-ii ilk? i'cmtc-st was 
nio^l (hmhlfuL and hy many hold to he desperate. 

'S'riie it was, that rloiids and darkness oeeasiohally 
^alliiM'id on tlu‘ liori/iin: hnt. even through tlmse clouds 
and thrtiiigli that darknes<. I saw, or fondly.faneieil 1 syw, 
a ray i»f light which jirouiised to pierce the gloom, and 
which iniglu hcri'aftcr ligh.tcii the nations. 

It is not at this time* of day, nor in this spot that T nm 
called u])oii to jusLify these hopes again.-t the impiUation of 


<*xtravag;.uice. ^ 

AViietlier as a just and natural consequence of jiersever- 
ance in a good cause, «ir whether by the spirial favour of 
^ rrovidtiiiee, Iriu* it is,^m fact, that from this nook of Kiintpe 
'procei'flefh the impulse by jvbicK it^ mightiest kingdoms 
have been set free:,' '[I'rue it is, tliat in this slerili' and 
, iinproiuisjfig sod was deposited ^-he seed of that seciirity, 
whose hranehes now uvershadow iiiankiiid. * 


Fniiii tlii'se I'eeollecticais and asscH'iations, the land in 
whieh we are .issenihled, deri\Vs«an animating and classic. 
intiTest, even in the evi*s of the nn>st indiJIereiit observer. 

I'or mv own part, 1 camiot view this (*iiv, tin which for so 
inairy inonihs (»f hprror and anxiety, amidst a conden.«|ed 
and Stdlerin^, but unmiirhniring population, flat hopi's of 
I'hirope lay triinbling for their doom ; ] \‘ould not trav^Tse 

those iniglny fa.'^tnesses of nature, wii'icb fence this ea])ital,* 
those luiLwarks', Ih'IuiuI which Victory herself retifed, to' 
iii'w-plunie In r wings for a flight more soaring and more 
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RUSi.'iiniMi ; ■ -I ^ could ii:*t i'oiiti.'tii|ti:il/ ili(»so liulv rinn>, 
.'iniosi'^Nt whlrli I Ikim* InlAly lu-cn WMiidi'rinif. wlu'i’i* an 
awlid ciiriii^ily ii< iia|:dri\ v. i h:* >iiiriiiiiMjin<.\' 

li;i> hit'll ui'f ri:!i!il l»v ('oii\ ul>iiiM'i «ii' 

nature*, or liy llif spoviivi* -iacrili'vfi* .‘mkI liarharou'' iiia!i;i^- 
nity (»i* il:o iiii-*' ■ I cmiihhi i!i. ti:ii*i'?» ol' (U-olatioii 

in ilii' 4'ouiilry. find id' Mi'II'Tiiii; amoiiu- Hn- uit!:oiil 

n'luliTiitL!: a jU't h'lPiaiic* (o tin* i li.'iracLi-r id'a iialii ii. vhlch 
hy all that it ha; done, aii'l still nior. Is_\ all ih.il it has 
eiicluri'd. has rai-rd itsulj' li» a pilch oJ' moral riniiu-nce. so 
till- licyonil the proportion of its lerninrv, pi»piilalion, or 

pOV.iT. 

I caniioi consider all tiu’sc tiiini>'s uitliont l>le^sinir that 
wiM* and licnellci'iil. policy, which hroii*^‘hr l‘!ii.iji;iai:d uith 
timely speed, to the aid oi* micIi iialioii; to call forth its 
I'ln rLiics, to !nar>li;d ifs rv^oiircc':, to suppoii am! i n v i ir,- it i* 

its iinvirldinv; eon>i.iiic\ . and afli-r iis o^\n dfliveranca* was 

, * ' * * ■* 
achii'ved, 'to lead it J'orih in piir^nil of its onpre»or. 

ToJiavi* roii?;;iil to^rllier in Siicli a ea'iiM-, to liavi- iiiiii^led 
haimi rs, and to h ive mingled Mood ifC haltles^lor siieli 
iiileri--l^, and !eadin>^ such I'i-miIis* iiiii.nI, iiailoiil>ti'i1lt, 
ci'iiieiil an l■ll■|■nal union licluecn ill.*- nriiisli and r!irlu-* 
^Uiie.-e n:iliiiii>. 

\ on w ill iihM-i >’e, ;^entlenjen, that 1 am anxio!i-: Instate 
the principle ol our comiectioii. and of our claim- upon 
each other, in ti-ijiis iiot,iit' comparison, hut of eijualit v . 

1 d.>sowith >iiici lit V. Invaii'e I Ik lieve that sl.-iii ihi-n: to 
he jii^l ; ! mviht kIo so I'roiii policy, eM-ii if I doiil'4ed of 
its justness. roiUiiral wmilfl nut havi; lici'it saved w ilhoiil 
l:<^^;land, it is trim : hut rortULtal was lo l''.n«rk‘ind :» mam 
iiistrunieiU for ^t he mightier task which laiL'Iiind ifad to 
pcrJ'orni. 

\\n* Itroii^'lil hither cuiitieilsaiid arms, ahd lh'‘',tisli di^cip- . 
linv, \iuid Ilrili. Ii valour ; we fmim! hi-iv wiilin;j tu.-arts aiiJ 
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n !■; 


i 
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active hands, a confiding (iovcrnnicnt, a ]H?pplc brave and 
enduring, docile in instriictiotKcfaitliful in Ibllowing, patient 
under privations, not to be subdued by disaster, and not to 
be intoxicated by success. 

e' The arm of England was the lever that wrenched the 
power of Buonaparte from its l)asi< — l\)riiigal was the fuh 
vnnn on which that lever moved — England fanned and fe<l 
the sfiered fire, l)ul Portugal liad already reari^l the altar 
oil which that fire was kindled, and from which it mounted, 
brightening and widening, until the world was illumined 
with its blaxe. 

I have said, that even fnmi motives of policy, I woujjl 
stale as nearly eijiial as possible, the balanee between Por- 
tugal and England. There is a jirinciple of disunion in 
unequal eoniieetions. Active henelieenee is a virtue of 
easier jiractiee than forbearance after having conferred, or 
than thankfulness after having received, a benefit. 

1 know n(»t, indeed, whether it In* a greater" and more 
difneult exercise of inagnaniinitv for the one party,4o net 
ns if he bad forgCftteii, or for the oihi'i', as if he eoiislantly 
renienihered the ohiigatioii. ’ • 

o Oil the part of (ireJtl Jtritain, let us bear in mind that (he 
; feelings to uhicli we addressed oursehes in Portugal, were 
those of iiutioiuil ]iride and independence. , If those feelings * 
w’ere found ecpiul to the oeeusion, what wonder, or what 
regret that they should have survived it.?^ It is naturally 
to bo ox})eeted that, having accomplished the overthrow of 
its enotnies, the genius of tlie nation sliould carry itself 
with .snnicwliat of u bolder and freer ])ort, even towards its 
frieiub^ We have no right to feel this sorely- It would 
be neither just nor bivoming in us to do so. We should 
respect, even in its excess, an iiidejieiidence which we have 
• vindicated, cind sYioiild pardon even the way wardness^ of a i 
spirit which w'e.have raised. ^ , 
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To on tho othVr h.'iiid, I^would say« that tlion* 

is no liiiiniliatioii in, the seiAiineiit of national gratitude; — 
that a grateful niiiid is at diiee indebted and discharged, 
and rwdvers its IcVci hy a just acknowledgment that there 
is no room, for either coiiiinereial or political jealousy l)^- 
tween (ireal lirllain and ^Portugal ; - that the world is large 
enough^ both for Portuguese IV'itish (!oniinerce ; — and 
that Great Pritaiii, while she has never been wanting to her 
ally in lime of nei‘d, sivks no other reward for all her exer- 
tioii.s and all .her saeritlees, than mutual conlideiice and 
coimnon prosperity. 

' I am sure that 1 shall Ik* rightly understood by all those 
in wliose }nvMiU‘i‘ ] speak, not only a^ to niy meaning, but 
as to my motives. 

The delicaev an I dillieultv of tfii! situation in which the 

■ n * 

local (loveriim-ml of this kingdom is ])laced ; the weight 
of their responsihility. and the anxiety ^vhieli*(as I have 
witnesseil) neiv-^<arilv attemis it. entitle tliein to peculiar 
eonsiiU ration. 1 have no fear of their disavowing the u^sii- 
raiice which I give you of their friend I v (fis|)iisitio/i towareV 
this meeting, ami 1 feiilure,* ihiTrfoiy, to propose lo^yoii. 
Gentlemen, in the conlideiice that you will receive it cor- 
dk.Jly, and that your innlialiu w.ill he duly estimated and ' 
rA.*tiinicd, '.riielicalth of their TiXcelIcncies the Cioveruors 
of the Kingdom." 



420 


AUUL.NDA. 


s im:e(:ii • 

/ 

AT TLYMOUTH, IN Tllli UPON THE OC'C-VSION OF 

BEING PJIESENTKII WITH THE FJtKKH(tM OF THAT T<iWN. 


[This speech is, tliroii{5lioijt, one of singular cxcclk'iici* : the passage 
in allusion to the ships at aii(?hor iirar the town, towards tlio dose 
of it, perliaps has hecii solilorn cijuallcd — le viT surpassed— -in lliu 
prciiliar aptness, fcii-cc, and beauty with which it illustrates the 
topic of which it treats.] 

Mr. Mayor a\»> Genti.kmen’,* , 

I accept f'vitli tliaiilvfiiliiess, and with /treater satisfaction 

than I can express, this tlaiteriiip^ testimony of yemr good 

upinioii and g(^)d\vill. I must add, that the value *td' the -y 

(^ift itself liasheeii greatly enlia|iced l)y the niaimer in wliicli 

vour worlliV and lionounihle HccovdiT h«as developed the 
‘ .* t • . . ... 

Miotivcs wliieli buggu^ted it, and the sentiments which it is 

» intended to* convey. , ■, 

Gentlemen, ycuir Recorder has saiil«very truly, that* 

whoever, in this free and eidightened state, aims at ])olitieal 

eminence, and discharges ]K)litlealKluties, niii>t expect to 

have his conduct scruiiiu/ed, and every aerion of Ids public 

life siftfd witli iio^ ordinary jealousy, pifil with no sparing 

criticisni ; SFid suchrinay have been my lot as much as that 

of oilf^ public ^men. Rut, gentlemen, unmerited- oblocpiy 

.seldbin fails of an adecpiate, though perhpps tiirdy, civn- 

pensation. ' I niiiiFt 'think myself, as\fiy honourable fnend 

has Vaid, Eminently fortunate, if such coinpensition Us he \ 

describes, has fallen to me at an earlier period .than tcTtenny 
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others ; if I chifo flatter myxelf (as liis partiality has flattered 
me), that, the sentiments thn^you are kind enougli to enter- 
tain for me, are in I'inison with tliose of the country ; if, in 
addition to the justice done me Iiy my friends, I may, as 
he lias assured me, rely upon a catulid construction, eve^ 
from political opponents. 

13ut, ^ontlcnien, tlio Ri.<cret of such a result dues not lie 
deep, it consists only in an honesf ami uudeviating pur- 
suit of what one conscientiously believes to be one's public 
duty — a pursuit which, steadily continued, will, however 
detached and separate parts of a man's eondiict may he 
viewed under the influence of partialities or prejiidiees, ob- 
tain for it, when coiisidtTed as a whole, tlie approbation of 
all lionest and honourable minds. Any man may occa- 
sionall}' be mistaken as to tlic nie»:is most conducive to the 
end which he has iu-viow; but if the end he just and 
praise-worthy, ft is by that he will IxMiltimutely judged, 
either hy fiis contonifKiraries or In- jjoslerfty. 

(ienticmeiu the end which I eonfcss'I have always had 
in view, and wliicli ap])oars to me tlic k^itimate obje’eP of 
pursuit ti> a Jlritish statmnan, I can floscribe in one woref. 
The language of nKulcrn philosophy'^s wi^ely and diffiiselv 
Keiievoleiit ; it prores.ses the perfeOtion of our species, and 
' the ameliorircnm of the lot of all inaiikind. Gentlemen, I 
hope tliat my iieart IhmIs as high for tlie general interest of 
humanity — I hope tha^ I have as friendly a dis)K3sition 
towards other nations of the earth, ns any one who'H'aiints 
his philanthropy most highly ; but I am contented to con- 
fess, that ill the conduct of political affairs, the graiid object, 
of my contemplation is the interest of England.# i ‘ 

. Not, (rentlemen, that the interest of Eftglniid is Ian in- 
terest wliich stands iji.9lated and alone. The sitmxtion which 
y she holds forbids an exclusive selfishness^ hert pro.sperity 
nnjst /oritribiitc to the prosperity of oilier nations, and her 
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Stability to the safety of the myrld. But, jntiinatcly con- 
nccti'd as we arc with the sy}j/eii[i of Eiiropcs it does not 
follow that \^care thereibi'c c^lh^cl ii))oii to mix ourselves oil 
every occasion, with a restless and niedijling activity* in the 
(nneeriis of the nations which surround us. It is upon a 
just lialancc of conflicting dutie.s and of rivat, hut soine- 
tiiTus iiicompatilile, advantages, <hat a government must 
judge when to put fortFi its strength, and when to Husband 
it for occasions yet to come. 

Our liltimaie olijirt must be the peace of the w'orld. 
That object may sometimes be best attained by jiroinjit ex- 
ertions — sometimes 1)y abstinence from i liter] M>si Lion in cotp- 
tests whicli we cannot jireveiit. It is upon these ]>rinci])les 
tliat, as hasliceii most truly observed by my worthy friend, 
it did not appear to lhe<TOvernment of this country tube 
necc'ssary that (Ireat Britain shoulil •mingle in the recent 
contest between France and S])ain. 

Your worthy Hecorder has accurately classed the jier- 
sons who would have driven us into that Vontest. There 

i * 

were imdoiditedly •among tliem those who desired to plunge 
iMs country into the difliculties \)C w^ar, ])artly from the 
kopetbAit those difiicjtfties would overwhelm tiie Adminti^ 
;tration; but it w'oiild 1m* most unjust not to admit that 
there were others who were actuated by tiobi'er principles 
and more generous feelings, who would have rushett ' 

• forward at once from the seiisi* of indignation at aggression, 
and w'ho deemed that no act of injiistici^ could he per- 
pctratixl from one end of the universe to the otlier, but 
that tke swofd of Gfcat Britain should leap from its scali^ 
bard l^>^av(Mge¥ it. But as U is the province of law. to con- 
trol the excess e\Tn of laudable passions and^jiropensities ii\ 
individuals,* so it js.tlic duty of Croiernineiit to restrain 

• witliki due %lMniuAs the ebullition of national scntiment,»and 
to regulate the. course and direction of inipujses wlffelvit 
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cnnnot hlninr. Js tliorc any ^ine among latter class of 
persons (lescriljed^iy inv iKjjiourable fra'iid (for to the 
former I liave not\n}r to s;i\^, \vli<» eontiiun s t«i doubt 
wIicmIut tiu* (ioviTWiieiit did wisely in declining to obey 
the precipitate eiithi^siasm wliich prevailed at the com- ^ 
iiicneeineiit oT the contest in Spain? Ts tliere any body 
does not now think, tl^t it was the oHiee of (.iovern- 
inciU^tP^'iainine more closely alf theTarious bearings of so 
complicated a (piestion, tf» consider whether they were 
called n|^m to assist a uniUtI iiathm, or to lounge them- 
selves into the internal feuds by whieli that nation was 
div,idcd- -to aid in reiK-Hin^ a foreijL^n invader, or, to take 
]iart in a civil war. Is there any man that does not now 
see what would have been the extent of burdens that would 
have been cast upon this country ?«■ Is tlij^'^aiiy one who 
do(*s not acknowledge kliat, under sii drciimstances the 
enterprise would have been one to be characterized only by 
a term borrbwed from that part of the hjKinisIi literature 
with which \vc ;!re most familiar, — t^iixotic ; an enter- 

^ ■ * • « • I* 

prise, romantic in its ori^n, and thankless m the end ? ^ ^ 
lint while wc thus coiUCoureven our K^elinifs by, our dut^,*^ 
let it not be said that we cultivate jie.'ft;^*, either beu^jt wc^. 
fcar^. or bwanse w'c are impreparcil fc»r, war; ^>ii the con- 
trary, if ei^TL^ictriins a^o the Ciovernniont did not hesitate 
to ]>rocIaiiii that the country was prepared for war,, if war 
should be unfortunately^ netessary, every month of .peace 
that has since p;i«scd, has but madcMis so much ilu^niorc 
capable of exc>ytioB. The resources ereated by^>cace are . 
means of war. In cherishing those* resources, we bivt ac- 
cumulate tho.so means. Ottr p^r^tait rrposr .h jnnrc a 
pK(Mf of inahiUljf^ to uvt^ tJmn the •state of inert ni\s,s aM 
avhvitif in n'hkh I luffc mih thmv »iff»'/ifi/ niaitscx that Jloat 
in tfiMcaterx afmH'jpmr tacfi^ in a proif/lthtp ai/*is dvvohl qf‘ 
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sirmjlhn and invpablc of hei-Tij fitted oiii^fvr actintt. Von 
xccll kmyiv\ ffditttincn^ hoiv finm one a * thhse hinpnnhii^ 
maisecs^ worr rciMysing on their s/mdorc^ in perfect MiUnesa^ 
— hoicJtoony upon onp eall -z, or />/’w<yr.v.v/7//, it 

liwdd assume the likeness of an anrimtvd thintj^ instinct 
with life and motion— hoxc soon Hjconld ruffk^ ns it rerrr, 
its sicellin^ phimatje - hoxc i/nieJi// it xcould put forth alt 
sts beauty and its hrax'cey^ collect its scattered eletr**r*s of 
strenytky and nicakcn its dormant thunder. Such as is one 
of these maynificent machines xehen sprinfvin£»;from inaction 
into a display of its wifiht—sach is Koffand herself ichile 
apjmrently pussixr and motundess she silently concentrates 
the jjoxet^rto be put forth on an aderpsafe tMcasion. Hut (Idil 
rorbul thill tbulomisidii slunild ariso. After a war siistaini'd 
for nearly a of a century sonu^tinies single-handed, 

suid with all Jrairope'aiTaii^ed ut times iii;;unst her or at her 
side, England needs a period of iratuiuillil y, iind may enjoy it 
without fear of misconstriietion. may *ve he enabled, 

^iitlenicu, to im{)r6Ve the blessings of oiir presi*nt si-liiation. 
tti cliltivatc the . Jts of jieacc, to give to commerce, now 
reviving, greater exiension and nvw spheres of eniploy- 
n)cn.v.^and to confirm llie prosjwrity now generally diflused 
throughout this island. Of the blessing of peace, gentle- 
men, I trust that this borough, witli wiii^i -£ have now the 
honour yind happiiies.s of liiaiig associated, will receive an 
ample, share. I trust the time Is not far distant, when that 
noble structure of which, as I learn from'* your Recorder, 
the box i(4th which you have honoured me, tlirough his 
hands, Ibnned a part, that gigantic liamer agiyiist the fu^ 
of the waves ^hat roil intd your harbou), w’ill protect a 
commercial mahno not less considerable in its kind, tl^an 
the warlike, marine pf which your port has been* long so 
distinguished an ^asylum, when the town of Plymouth will 
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participate in thi>*coiiiti]erciai ^ros}>erity as-ftrgely it has 
hithcrtu done in th?sjiaval gtorj^^s of Kiiglund. 


SPEECH 

A*r THIS lu.WKu csivkn hy thk diiu-:ctoiis \*v tiiiJkast i.\di\ 

•• • 

COMP.WV, TO <;iJl JOHN MALCOLM, ON HIS APPOINTMENT TO 
THE PKESIDKNqy OP IIOMBAY, ON THE KithopjUNK» i8'J7. 

4 FT Kit the (Miairninn had proptisetl the health of the 
Itiglil Tlonoiirnble George ('aiming and Ills Afajesty’s 
Af inisters, which lie prefaced, hy expressing his tlM'.* 

their eniineiit talents, unwearied zvtA, and ..isTdiiitVs would 
earn for them the higliest reward --piihlie gratiV«de-;:1o. 
wliicli th(‘ir services to the country could enulKT them, 
Mr. ('alining r<4«e, amidst loud cheers, which lasted for sonic 
minutes^ and spolA.* nearly as follows: — - 


AIll. (hlAlUMAN, CfKNTI.KMK*:, 

On behalf of my colleagues and •^ny self, whon^^-qii ^ 
have -associated in the toast now drank, .allow ii^* to thank 
vtiis cdnipaiiy'li;^ t^c manner in which it has*1icen received. 

neither can deserve any support, nor do \vc claipi any, 
but on the condition cou|^etl*by the worthy Chairman,, ^vith 
thcTxpression of aliis and your kind disposition tdwar^s us, 

' that to the hest^of aur ability, we consult and pi^j;iioU: the 
general welfa^^c and happiness of the people. Geiiflepien, 
there is no body uf men in the cbimtry, from.wlioni svi^h^a 

* % • ' * 

* This was the last speech pronounced on any public occasion 

(out oTtParliament) by Mr. Canning. It is no\'/publisl^d,‘for^the 
first .tim^ in a coriccted form. 
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compliment as (kut yon liavd^iiow bestowcci, could come lo 
us With greater Velcoiiie. 

believe there is no example in thetnistory of the world, 
on the one hand, of the exisH^nce ut, an imperial cor{K)ra- 
^ tion, sueli as your Chairinaii'^represe/its, or on the other of 
the conciirrenee of tf.o co-ordinate authorities, fur so long 
a series of years in eondiicting without sliock^nr eoiiHie*, 
the adniin^-tration of the wonderful, I had alin'/* -S^'^said 
the trLMnendoiis, empire, «)ver which the East-lndia Com- 
pany and tin* (.'rowii jointly preside. 

Cientleiiieii, the construction and maintenance of that vast 
empire are, indecal, as fearful as extraordiiiarv. Iteisa 
dispn)of of the common adage, that little wisdom is rc*- 
'^'*Vj(liriHi‘fi •' governing mankind, to consider how such a ma- 
chine has beer adiial?y formi‘d- how a varied population 
1()(),0(HMW0 of souls is kep* together mider a 
goveriime»'t so anomalous — and distant thousands of miles — 
w'ith so niiieh e.omparativelui]}pmess, and so’^ittle of internal 
'^eonfv^iem. Hut, gentlemen, ihegreatiiess of the ccaieeni jo 
be* adiirinsterecriiaa had its natural efleet ; it has prcaluced 
^ n race of MiUMi adecpiate to its adnfinislratioii. 1 venture to 
''^iS^Vt^at there can lot be found in .Ihirope any monarchy, 
which witMin a given time has prodpeed so many nren .if 
the lirst talents, in civil and military! Ihe, as India Jias 
■ within* the same period, firsi reared for Ikt own use, rinl 
tlicii'giveii to their native country^ 

(.iciitlenien, if the conipliment paid b^ you to His Ala- 
jesty^K ^T^linisters be pleasing from the' K;\st India (.\)m- 
]Kiiiy, it ia doubly soon an oceasion like tlu^c^avseiit, when 
tha^ Company, with the coiicurrenee, amt full approliation 
of*ir*'s Miajcsty’s Government, is sending. l)ack Ui. India a 
man whom have brought home for a time, that he 
might rest in ^e career of his honourable labour.s, anci wlioiii| 
YOU now restore to an enlarged sphere of activity, alik**. for 
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the advantage your scrvicc|and tlic 'comrjction of his own 
reputation. It is '^^erfi^tly true, as the gallant oHicer has 
himself stuted, that, seven fir eight years ago,— being ther/ 
connected with tlie • epartment of the Government ^ nose 
duty it is to watch o or you • affairs, — I recommended Sir 
, John Alalcfihij to your notice, I I)e]iev<* j'or the very post to 
^licT. he is miw destined. I recommended him as one of 
iiv*:vi(iuals tlien in your service, whoso rOspeetive me- 
rits, all eminent in an extraordinary degree, were . o equally 
balanced, that became a task of difficulty to choose 
between them —I s]H*ak of ]VIr. Kljihinstone, Sir Thomas 
Munro, and the gallant officer whose appi/mtincnt we an; 
now met to celebrate. The sidcction then made was one 
ratlier of circiiinstanccs than of preference. Sir -b»lm ^ 
Malcolm, I well rememlier, nequic'seed, w-'!.' a generous 
promptitude, in the acb'ancemeiit of \is conipcf'^vrs, so^ 
wortliy of him ; and if ho has in consequence be* .1 for a 
while thrown behind them in opportunity of serving you, 
aiicl stil^ further di.stinguishiiig hiinsclf, I have no douhl . 
tliat he will speedily overakc them hotli m def'^*: .mVi 
n;nowii. , * 


TJiK 4 -:nd. 
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IVorks puWfitIu'd bif J. Kidowav, PiccadiUtf, 

'THE SPEECH E.‘. OF TIIE HON. THOMAS (alter- 
' wards f«OR])) VVHSKIXE, whm at the cni Subjects 
c'o]in« teed with thi* fiiberty cif the Press, aj'uiii t Ccnistruc- 
' ♦jve Treason, vols. ll\o. I Os. , 

*^'nu*SL- Sju*i'clu'.i, btiiniil iih thi'v wc with flu* fSimilcst pfiliticnl ilfit'triiiON, 
the Aiii'itt iiKiral seiilimciits, and the piinwt i»ratu^'iit heaiities, iin> calciilHti*d 
eminently tn enlirhtfii, .'iiiil peniiaiio' *.1y tu i^ase— -they an* qiitililied to 
, make men not only wisi'r, hut liftter-ji-ui i'X|i:un||> heii* views, t(» shviily tlii*ir 
- iirinrijiles, nnd t j'lieiio ite their hearts —to teai ii the.'ii to niirsiio tlu* dietates 
of duty at evi‘r>' * iiiti uii/irOi'ril, ami to uplMihl the iiiteiv>ts of hiinmniiy iii^ 
: every s|ihi'ri‘ an* - stasoii.*’— .t/ijr/#/##ir f'fuuiiirir. 

We take th o|iiiiioii of.the eonntry, Ami of every part of Kttrt^tirid win- 
the laiijfiiiiy^* iS|iiider:«t<iod, to he rli:il of the nicist iiii}h>uiii1i‘iI f/Lvorst' a of 
these e\r(iil.sir s|ieriiiieiis of jiidirial oratoiy, iitid of iifreat ohlifratfiV..' to tlii; 

, editor ^*Wie eolleriioiis." — Htv. Vol. xix. 

; THE SPEECHES OF SIR SAMr»*'r, RO-UILLV in 
tin* House of C'onimons. With a Memoir of his litfc, &(*. J)y 
■■ William Pktku, Escj. Rarnstcr. Illustrated with a finely- 
' cxcciiti'd and correct Portrait by Heynolds, after a Painting by 

■ Sir Thomas Lawrence. JMI. A. 2 vols. Tl. <5s. 

‘ THE SI>KKt;iIKS OF TIIK JIKJIIT liOX. CIIAULKS 
r'l*?viViV^?ViVf)X in the House of C'oiiimons. C vt»ls. With a 
f line Portrait I,. its. Uiiards. 

TlI.V}.SPKkcK.:.S OF TIIE RJIillT IIOX.KDMrNI) 

■ in the Ilbuse of C’cniimons anil i; Westminster Hall. 

■' 4 vols. bv<^ .CJ2- Ilk 

■: THE SPEECHES OF THE HKSllT Uf.)N. M-ILLIAM 

WINDHAM in the House of ( 'omiiif ms. .With stmie Accoiiiib'^ 
.’•if Ry Thomas Amyot, 'laq. ■! voLs. With a Pi^N 

■ trait. Ilk *' 

A SELECTION FIIO.M THE PCHLll* AM) ]>1H- 
CORRESPONDENCE OF VICE ADMIRAL 
I LORL (■0LLIN(i^V'0*)D : interspersed with .^lenioirs «/' his 
Life. Ry ( L. NKWMiA.M (Nii.linowimiu Ksip, F. R.S. ‘Illi-.i- 
Irated by a fine Portrait^i Plan of the R;L*tK- t»i* 
l&c.ivc. 2vols.«vo. IR.Is.^ 

r* ** • * * A iiion- valiiahle ami e*.'t\inliii:ir\’ laaik h:is not appenrofl in onr 
; t^esq anil it is equally hoiioiirahlc ai ihe ciiHr.ieter of the palhiiit iiiilividiial 
I hi wimiii il-d;;'.], -s, and useful to the to whieh he lielonirs. * * - 

I t.ihMffi JuurnnU Jnnunri/ II^-^ 

T ‘ Wi*. hjA risen fnnn tl'ie ihtusuI of this vol /' .. Ith fucliiijr very |iower- 
r '.'.V;^*=-’^Wihy .siieh a flispluy ol' piil'iie uml priva\t worth as w« have randy • 
, tii4. ' ,i|ipifl*^s to conteiiiphiii. Whai we knuu of Lonl (VMmiovm'd, as a 
SYNI.I r..j(l forfffiiate C'orfiiiaiid^ r, stan'Iii^, for a loiip ser'^ of years. hiM in 
I Jliej\fOiif a .iTMtefnl and adinidnit puhlir, and Yj)i ^ we li.d hoard ot his 
intn’ijik- roiidiiftsin his private relations, iiiii|ii' titiedly favoiiPaiJ * .is it was, 

■ h>!rill_.-iprc]Kired us for the i^lur'ous portrait here exhibited. * * n-Zi/crary 

\:/r, Jffjiifff 'y^l2, IffSB. 

c'lo»< deKght|il voliun with n'lfret. Tn whiitcrer 'i|^ht JLorrl 
CoUin^-w<K).T i'* le.^anli'/l — ^wlietlicr as .1 naval rrniiiiiiinder, a pdiikiaii, the 
father of a * ’.'r. or a practical phi'isopher— liis cejirartor i* Biire to wii^ 

upon every i^'tdrr who ran sympnthixt. fith iiiinhtrusive virtues md serious 
thoughts. * ' -YfAi-n/raia, Jnnunry 23, 1H2H. '* ** ' i * 






